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Sept. 19, 2020; text: Revelation 11:15-19; The seventh Trumpet; Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

Have you ever heard from anyone who is not Christian or atheist saying that if God is real and if God 

exists, why doesn’t God punish bad people right away?   

If God is real, why do God’s people, good people, suffer, encounter tragedies, and struggle with many 

endless issues in their lives? 

What do you think?  Why doesn’t Almighty God destroy the wicked people, bad people, who sin 

against God and people right away? Why do so-called bad people still exist and some of them live well 

and even prosper on earth?  

If God destroyed bad people right away, I think none of us would be here now.  We may have been 

one of bad people who did not trust, obey God, but through the grace and mercy of God, we are here 

as children of God. Merciful and gracious God who is slow to anger is patiently waiting for bad people 

to come back to God as God’s children.  That would be one of reasons that God does not punish 

people right away according to their wickedness and sins.  

Why do good people who faithfully obey God, follow God and love God experience unbearable pains 

by which their hearts and bodies are broken and wounded rather than be blessed according to their 

good deeds right away? 

If we are rewarded right away according to our good deeds, we may soon boast ourselves and we 

may do good deeds for ourselves rather than God’s glory and honor. And we may possibly judge 

others who face sufferings by understanding that suffering is a sign of sin. God may be a vending 

machine.  When we put a good coin, it gives us a blessing. If we put a bad coin, the machine gives us 

curse.  

God may not want to be a vending machine, but relational, loving God. God wants us to trust God, 

trust God’s promise, love God, obey God on earth until Jesus comes back. God wants us to live not by 

sight with sign for ourselves, but by faith with God’s promise for God. 

Today’s passage Revelation 11: 15-19, we may find an answer for our questions. 

15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 

    and of his Messiah, and he will reign forever and ever.” 

16 Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped 

God, 17 singing, “We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty, 

    who are and who were, 
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for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. 
18 The nations raged,  but your wrath has come, 

    and the time for judging the dead, 

for rewarding your servants,[b] the prophets 

    and saints and all who fear your name,   both small and great, 

and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple; 

and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. 

Why does not God destroy bad people? Why does not God reward good people right away according 

to their good deeds? Why do good people suffer? 

 First of all, because we are not living in the perfect kingdom of God yet. We live in the kingdom of the 

world where Satan is still existing and working. 

Second, God has God’s own time to judge the dead, to reward God’s people, and to destroy those 

who destroy the earth. God is the God of order as we see in God’s creation. God is working with his 

purposes and working at his own time. 

The seventh trumpet is sounded, announced the arrival of the King of kings, Jesus Christ. When Jesus 

comes back, he will judge the dead, reward  God’s servants, the prophets and saints, or destroy 

according to people’s good and evil deeds completely.  

Evil is the opposite of good while good represented by God and evil is represented by Satan.  However, 

in terms of power and authority, good and evil are not two opposing forces of equal power. God is the 

Almighty and ultimate ruler over all things, including Satan.   1 John 4:4 says, “You, dear children, are 

from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in 

the world”. Good, represented by God Almighty, is the most powerful force in the universe, without 

exception.  

 Satan existed in the Garden of Eden, tempting Adam and Eve to sin against God in the disguise 

of a serpent. Adam and Eve did evil things. They sinned; they acted against God’s will through the 

temptation of Satan.  In the world, even though the power of evil was conquered by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ as in Romans 6:6, Satan is not annihilated, but exists in the world and 

tempts people to be against God, namely to do evil. Human beings, made in the perfect image of God, 

are in a spiritual battle in which we need to defeat Satan through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+11%3A15-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30874b
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 God allows us to have freewill to choose the tree of life that signified God or the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil signified Satan.(Genesis 2:9) God allows us to live a life that we can 

choose the life of good or evil with the gift of free will in the world.  God gives us to choose our lives 

with free will.  And also God gives us Jesus to rescue us from Satan. 1 John 4:14says, “That the Father 

sent the Son as the Savior of the world.” Loving and righteous God did not just leave us alone, but 

came to the world in human, Jesus, to save us and deliver us from Satan, and gave us the Holy Spirit 

through which we can defeat Satan’s temptation.  However, someday when Jesus comes to earth, in 

His time, He will defeat Satan eternally through throwing him into the lake of fire where he will be 

tortured day and night forever. (Revelation 20:10) 

 The spiritual force of evil tempts us to sin against God.  Mark 7:21-23 says, 

 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, 

adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and 

foolishness, all these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” 

 When we choose evil in our hearts rather than good with our free will, all those wicked things come 

from the heart of human beings.  They defile ourselves and eventually lead us into death.  I think evil 

is the spiritual force of wickedness that is the opposite of good.  I can say evil, in other words, is sin 

that is against God such as war, racism, sexism, discrimination, selfishness, hatred, oppression, 

murder, rape, abuse, terrorism, genocide and so on.    

 Paul in Ephesians 1: 17-19 says,  17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of 

your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God[d] put this power to 

work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 

We are living in this world, the spiritual battle against the spiritual force of wickedness. We are weak 

and fragile, but Jesus Christ, who is far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, is with 

us and fights for us so we can overcome all things we face in our lives. 

Are the eyes of your heart enlightened? What is the hope to which God has called you? 

Do you recognize the immeasurable greatness of God’s power in you as you trust and have hope in 

Jesus Christ? 

 


