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September 13, 2020; Text: Revelation 10: 5-11; Prophesy Again; Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

 

Psalms 1:1-2 

Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 

 

 Before the seventh angel sounded his trumpet, John the Apostle saw another mighty angel 

coming down from heaven, standing on the sea and on the land  and raising his right hand to 

heaven. When the angel shouted, the voice of the seven thunders spoke. John was about to 

write what the seven thunders spoke, but John was told to seal up what the seven thunders 

have said and not allow writing it down. 

 

The angel said, “There will be no more delay!”. In the days when the seventh angel blows his 

trumpet, God’s mysterious purpose will be accomplished, fulfilling the good news he gave to 

his servants the prophets.” 

 

The mighty angel announces the final judgments on the earth. When this universal judgment, 

not partial, comes, God’s truth-mysterious plan, God’s secret design, God’s hidden purpose-

will prevails. 

 

Then John the Apostle heard from heaven spoke to him again and said, “Go, take the opened 

scroll from the hand of the angel” so he went to the angel and asked to give him the scroll. 

 The scroll is an image for God’s word.  
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The angel asked John the Apostle to take it and eat it. And the angel said that “It will be bitter 

to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your mouth.”  

John took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. The taste was sweet as honey 

in his mouth, but bitter in his stomach. John was told that he must prophesy again over many 

peoples and nations, and languages and kings.  

 

In the Old Testament the prophet Ezekiel received a command to deliver God's message to 

rebellious Israel. Upon receiving this command Ezekiel saw a hand stretched out to him, and a 

scroll was in the hand . "Eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel," the Lord said. 

When he ate the scroll, Ezekiel found that it tasted as sweet as honey, but later he 

experienced bitterness. 

Ezekiel 2:1-10 says,  

“Stand up, son of man,” said the voice. “I want to speak with you.” 2 The Spirit came into me 

as he spoke, and he set me on my feet. I listened carefully to his words. 3 “Son of man,” he 

said, “I am sending you to the nation of Israel, a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me. 

They and their ancestors have been rebelling against me to this very day. 4 They are a 

stubborn and hard-hearted people. But I am sending you to say to them, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says!’ 5 And whether they listen or refuse to listen—for remember, they are 

rebels—at least they will know they have had a prophet among them. 

6 “Son of man, do not fear them or their words. Don’t be afraid even though their threats 

surround you like nettles and briers and stinging scorpions. Do not be dismayed by their dark 

scowls, even though they are rebels. 7 You must give them my messages whether they listen 

or not. But they won’t listen, for they are completely rebellious! 8 Son of man, listen to what I 

say to you. Do not join them in their rebellion. Open your mouth, and eat what I give you.” 

9 Then I looked and saw a hand reaching out to me. It held a scroll, 10 which he unrolled. And I 

saw that both sides were covered with funeral songs, words of sorrow, and pronouncements 

of doom. 

 

Ezekiel 3:3-14 (NLT) 
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3 “Fill your stomach with this,” he said. And when I ate it, it tasted as sweet as honey in my 

mouth. 

4 Then he said, “Son of man, go to the people of Israel and give them my messages. 5 I am not 

sending you to a foreign people whose language you cannot understand. 6 No, I am not 

sending you to people with strange and difficult speech. If I did, they would listen! 7 But the 

people of Israel won’t listen to you any more than they listen to me! For the whole lot of them 

are hard-hearted and stubborn. 8 But look, I have made you as obstinate and hard-hearted as 

they are. 9 I have made your forehead as hard as the hardest rock! So don’t be afraid of them 

or fear their angry looks, even though they are rebels.” 

10 Then he added, “Son of man, let all my words sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to 

them carefully for yourself. 11 Then go to your people in exile and say to them, ‘This is what 

the Sovereign Lord says!’ Do this whether they listen to you or not.”… 

14 The Spirit lifted me up and took me away. I went in bitterness and turmoil, but the Lord’s 

hold on me was strong. 

 

John's eating of the scroll is the symbol of receiving God’s message which is the same as what 

Ezekiel did. The taste of the scroll is sweet and bitter. God's Word contains both a sweet 

message and a bitter message. The message of love and forgiveness is sweet, but the message 

of condemnation, judgement is bitter. The gospel is sweet to those who embrace it, but bitter 

to those who reject it. 

God is the God of love, but at the same time, God is the God of justice. God’s nature of justice 

cannot condone sins and accept the sinners. Thus, The God of love and justice offers the way, 

Jesus, who fulfills God’s love and justice perfectly by dying at the cross for all the sinners.  

 

God’s message, the Word of God, is sweet in our mouth, but it becomes bitter in our stomach 

because it requires a lot of changes in us. 

When we live out our lives fully with the word of God, it changes us. It destroys our sinful 

thoughts. It deteriorate our flesh desires, demolishes disobedient, rebellious, and ungodly 

behaviors. 
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The taste of the changing process is bitter. God’s words, the message of God, is sweet and 

bitter message. 

 

Prophet Ezekiel ate the scroll, the words of God and shared it with the people in Exile in the 

land of Babylon, John the Apostle ate the God’s message and shared it with the people in the 

seven churches in Asia Minor and beyond the seven churches.  

Would you eat and share the gospel, the good news  and be changed/transformed? 

Ezekiel 2:8-Open your mouth, and eat what I give you.  

Ezekiel 3:3-Fill your stomach with this 

Ezekiel 3:10- let all my words sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to them carefully for 

yourself. 

Ezekiel 3:14- the Lord’s hold on me was strong.  

 God makes us like a strong and solid rock with the word of God. 

 

 The key verse of the book of Revelation is chapter 1:3. 

It says, “blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 

hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.” 

Psalms 1:1-2 

Blessed is the one 

    who does not walk in step with the wicked 

or stand in the way that sinners take 

    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and who meditates on his law day and night. 

 

 


