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August 16, 2020; The text: Revelation 7; Title: The Spring of Living Water;  

Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

We have looked through to Revelation chapter 6 so far.  

Rev. 6:17 says, “For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

The sixth seal has been opened by the Lamb of God, and the people of the earth have tried to 

hide from God, saying who can stand? Who can survive the day of God’s wrath? Who can be 

saved and who can receive a reward rather than punishment? 

Today’s passage Rev. chapter 7 gives us the answer for that question. 

John the Apostle saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 

four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any 

tree.  And John saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. 

He called out in a loud voice to the four angles having the power to harm the land and the sea. 

“ Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the 

servants of our God.”  

Four angels hold back the four winds of judgment until God’s people are sealed as God’s own. 

Only then will God open the seventh seal in chapter 8. A seal on a scroll or document 

identified whose scroll is and the seal protected its contents. God places God’s own seal on 

God’s followers, identifying them as God’s own and protecting them from the wrath of God. 

Ephesians 1:13-14 say, “In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 

this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of 

his glory.  

God’s people have been sealed by the Holy Spirit.  

Then John heard the number of those who were sealed, which is 144,000 that is from all the 

tribes of Israel.  The number 144,000 ( 12 x 12,000), calculated twelve by twelve thousands , 

symbolizes the people of God.  (showing the PPT) 

 Rev. 14: 1 says, “Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, 

and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.  All 
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God’s followers will be brought safely to Him, not one will be overlooked or forgotten.  The list 

of tribes of Israel in V. 5-8 symbolizes God’s true followers, faithful servants.    

And John saw a great multitude from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing 

before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding 

palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, 

who sits on the throne, and the Lamb.” 

John also saw all the angels, the elders and four living creatures fell down on their face before 

the throne and worshiped God, saying: Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and 

honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen.  

John was asked questions by one of the elders. Who are they in white robes? And where did 

they come from?  John answered, “ Sir, you know.”  And the elder said, “These are they who 

have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb.” (Rev. 7:14 NIV)  In  V. 14  the word great tribulation is used in NIV, 

NASB, NLT, KJV.  NRSV uses great ordeal.  CEB uses great hardship. CEV uses the term, great 

suffering.   

Some believe that the great tribulation refers to the suffering of believers through the age; 

others believe that there is a specific time of intense tribulation yet to come. In either case, 

these believers come through their times of suffering by remaining faithful to God.  Because 

they remain faithful in Jesus Christ, God will give them eternal life.  

V. 15-17 say, “Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his 

temple and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. Never again will they 

hunger; never again will they thirst. The Sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. 

For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of 

living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

It is not only true in the future, but it is the life of the faithful with God here on earth.  We the 

faithful  live out lives here on earth like we live in heaven with God, although perfect, new 

heaven is not on earth yet.  

The faithful serve God day and night in God’s presence here on earth. Colossians 3:23 says, 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
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masters.”  Whatever work we do, working for God’s glory is service and worship through 

which we honor God. 

  God spreads God’s protection over us here on earth; God protects our soul here although we 

are still exposed to spiritual attack as well as physical challenges like we are exposed to sun 

and scorching heat.  

 Our spiritual hunger and thirst are quenched by the Holy Spirit. Jesus, the Lamb of God is 

shepherd. Jesus leads us to Himself, the springs of living water.  God wipes away every tear 

from our eyes here on earth as our true Father, Mother, Comforter, Sustainer, and Friend. 

God’s handkerchief is wide enough for everyone. God’s comfort, compassion, consolation are 

as wide as the sky so all tears can be wiped away. God’s handkerchief is as soft and tender as 

the clouds in the sky. What a hope, what a Father and what a friend we have. 

 

Last week, I learned that my friend died of heart attack. The late my friend, his wife, and I , 

three of us, were very close friends when we attended a seminary together.  He left his wife, 

my friend with two little daughters who are 6yrs and 3yrs old. My friend called me and cried 

for so long. I could not do anything, but cried with her. I could not even hand over tissues for 

her. However, I believe that our gracious and compassionate God is with her. And I trust that 

God wipes away her tears with God’s compassionate and caring handkerchief and leads her to 

the spring of living water, Jesus Himself. 

We do not know why Almighty God who can do all things did not protect him and prevent his 

death. 

We do not know why God took him so early, especially two little girls may need a lot of their 

father’s love and protection and care. 

We do not know why my friend who is a faithful Christian working hard for God since she was 

young   should suffer with this tragedy in her life. 

We may have many why questions that we cannot understand during the great tribulation, 

great suffering, great ordeal, great hardship in our lives.  We trust God is living, loving, gracious, 

faithful and merciful God. God does not set great suffering in our lives to fail us or harm us or 

destroy us.   
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Jeremiah 29:11 says, “11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Isaiah 55: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Sometimes, we may not fully understand God’s plan, purpose, God’s ways especially during 

the great suffering. We do not know why God allows God’s people to suffer .But  Suffering God 

knows your pains and sufferings. He suffers with you not because He is powerless to do 

something for you, but He suffers with you because He is compassionate and loving and 

powerful enough to strengthen you and help you to come out of the great hardship. Because 

Jesus Himself went through the great suffering and overcame it through full obedience to God 

by whom Jesus is Lord of all.  Thus, we shall overcome our great hardship through trust and 

obedience to God. 

 God may allow the great ordeal in our lives not to destroy us but to dress us up with white 

robes so we can be with God forever.  God may want us to put our obedience, trust, steadfast 

faith, and hope in infinite God beyond our circumstances and beyond our understanding as 

finite beings. 

Isaiah 40: 28-31 says, “ Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no 

one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increase the power of the weak. Even 

youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord 

will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like gales; they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faith.” 

Isn’t God sovereign? Isn’t God our Creator, Sustainer and Redeemer of our lives? Isn’t God 

gracious and compassionate?  For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand? 

Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?  


