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August 2, 2020; Text: Revelation 6; The seals; Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

 

I received a letter from my car company last month. Since it was on my name, I opened it without any hesitation and 
read it. It says, “ Dear Sun Joo Lee: Congratulations! Your account has been paid-in-full.” 

Whoray!!! Yeah!!  And whew… I shed sweat for many years to pay off my car. What a relief.. what a joy…!! It is finished. 
Since I paid in full, the lien of my car is released to me and I have the title. My car is fully and totally mine. I am the 
owner of my car. The letter was sent to me, the owner who paid in full so I am only worthy to open it but I can share the 
great news with whomever I want.  

Jesus the slain Lamb is only worthy to open the Scroll, the book of the reign of God because He paid in full for all the sins 
in the world once for all, not little by little by monthly payment like me, by shedding the blood at the cross. Thus, God 
lifted Him up above all, as Jesus was obedient to the point of death with humility and obedience, gave Him all authority 
over all things on heaven and earth. Jesus is the owner of all things; Jesus has the full ownership/lordship for all things in 
heaven, on earth and under the sea so He is worthy to open the Scroll in the right hand of God.  Jesus, the slain, 
sacrificial lamb, shares the contents of the Scroll - the events of history, the will of God , God’s judgments, promises of 
future victory- with God’s people  who believe in Jesus and align themselves by following Jesus. John 15:15 says, “I no 
longer call you slaves, because a master doesn't confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you 
everything the Father told me.” 

In today’s passage, Revelation chapter 6, Jesus, the slain Lamb, opens the six seals and reveals them to John Apostle. 
Four living creatures in the book of Revelation represent the attributes of God-God’s power and majesty by the lion, 
God’s faithfulness by the ox, God’s intelligence by the man, and God’s sovereignty by the eagle. God’s power and 
majesty, God’s faithfulness, intelligence, and sovereignty invite us to come and see what God reveals through Jesus 
Christ opening the seals. In Revelation 6, When the Lamb opens the seals, six catastrophic woes/plagues, one after 
another, are released. I will show a picture with which you may easily grasp what Rev. 6 describes. It is entitled “Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse, an 1887 painting by Russian artist Viktor Vasnetsov. From left to right are Death, Famine, 
War, and Conquest; the Lamb is at the top.”i 

John Apostle saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and John heard one of the four living creatures call out, as with 
a voice of thunder, “Come!” He looked, and there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; a crown was given to him, and 
he came out conquering and to conquer. A white horse rider looks like Jesus described in Rev. 19, riding on a white 
horse and called Faithful and True. But a white horse in Rev. 6 symbolizes a conquering invader threatening  and 
providing false peace and false security.  Matthew 24:4-6 says, “4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.” 

When Jesus opened the second seal,  John heard the second living creature call out, “Come!”  And out came another 
horse, bright red (fiery red); its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people would slaughter one 
another; and he was given a great sword. Bright/fiery red horse represents warfare. War extinguishes peace and life and 
burns out people’s heart and leaves only ashes and death. 

When Jesus opened the third seal,  John heard the third living creature call out, “Come!” He looked, and there was a 
black horse! Its rider held a pair of scales in his hand, and He heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a day’s pay, and three quarts of barley for a day’s pay, but do not damage 
the olive oil and the wine! warfare often leaves people in starvation.  A black horse stands for famine. 

 

 When Jesus opened the fourth seal, John heard the voice of the fourth living creature call out, “Come!” He looked and 
there was a pale green horse! Its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed with him; they were given authority over 
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a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, famine, and pestilence, and by the wild animals of the earth. Death is inevitable 
results of famine, war and pestilence.  

The four are part of the unfolding judgment of God- conquest, war, famine, and death. The four rides were given power 
over a fourth of the earth, implying that God’ final judgment is not yet complete, but partial punishment.  Limited 
punishment represents God’s merciful love for those who need to turn to God before the final judgment.  

 When Jesus opened the fifth seal, John saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word 
of God. They cried out with a loud voice, “Sovereign Lord, holy, and true, how long will it be before you judge and 
avenge our blood on the inhabitants of the earth?”  Jesus gave them white robes and asked them to wait patiently until 
the number would be complete both of their fellow servants and of their brothers and sisters, who were soon to be 
killed as they themselves had been killed.  Jesus knows those who are faithful and who will be faithful in the future. 
Compassionate and merciful Jesus wants to wait for those who are unfaithful but in a little while to come back to God.   

 At the sixth seal opened, John saw a great earthquake in which the Sun turned black, the whole moon turned blood red, 
the stars fell to earth, and the sky receded.  The kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and 
every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of mountains.  Yet no one who has rejected God can 
survive the day of his wrath. No one knows the day of the final judgment and no one can hide from the final judgment.   

On the last days before the final judgment, we all humans on earth both the unfaithful and faithful experience 
catastrophic woes and plagues and tragedies such as oppression, injustice through false leaders, wars, famine, and 
death. Now we are living amid them.  God of loving mercy allows tragedies to the unfaithful not to destroy them, but to 
bring them back to God through the limited/partial punishment. God also allows tragic events to the faithful because 
God trusts their faithfulness.  Jesus trusts you and knows you that you are faithful to Him and will be faithful no matter 
what happens. He trusts you that you will bring people through your faithfulness to God and bring glory to God.  

 We are living in the world like Revelation shows, where we constantly encounter tragedies such as floods, tornados, 
tropical storms, hurricanes, wildfires, earthquakes, deadly viral pandemics, endless wars, economic instability, famine, 
pestilence. We also are in the spiritual battle where four horsemen try hard to destroy us. 

A white horseman tries to conquer our souls, trying to take the throne of Jesus in our heart. 

 A fiery horseman invades into our souls, starting the spiritual warfare to destroy our inner peace? 

A black horseman takes us away from the presence of God, trying to leave us in the spiritual starvation and famine. 

A green pale horseman drags us to the valley of death from the green pasture of life.  

What are your four horsemen in your lives?  

Why are they allowed in your life? 

Who is fighting with you and for you? 

 
i https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Horsemen_of_the_Apocalypse 


