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July 19,2020; Text:  Revelation 4: 1-11; Worshiping God in Heaven; Rev. Sun Joo 

Lee, pastor 

Many believe that Revelation 1:19 is the key to understanding the book of 

Revelation. Revelation 1:19 (NRSV) says, “Now write what you have seen, what is, 

and what is to take place after this.” 

Revelation chapter 1 is what John Apostle has seen.  Revelation chapter 2-3 is 

what is now which is reflected in the message to seven existing churches in Asia 

Minor. Revelation chapter 4-22 is what will take place later.  

Many commentators view these seven churches as representative of churches in 

every age. Through each church’s strength and weakness, we as the church, the 

body of Jesus, in this current age may gain insights and apply them into our own 

congregation to strengthen the church. Also, we as individuals see ourselves how 

our current spiritual condition is-our own weaknesses and strengths. 

Others see the seven churches as representative of the ages of church history.i   

The first church, Ephesus represents the apostolic church. Smyrna church 

represents the persecuted church (AD. 100-313). Pergamum church represents the 

state church (AD. 313-590). Thyatira represents the papal church (Ad. 590-1517). 

Sardis represents the reformed church (AD. 1517-1730). Philadelphia represents 

the missionary church (AD. 1730-1900). Laodicea represents the apostate church 

(AD. 1900-until Jesus comes back)ii  

The first church, Ephesus, in the historical-prophetic view, represents the apostolic 

church (AD 30-100) from the great commission of Jesus to  Twelve Apostles to the 

death of the last of the Twelve Apostles. John was the last apostle of the twelve 

apostles, who wrote the revelation AD. 85-90. Ephesus church was the 

hardworking, steadfast church, yet they were rebuked by Jesus because they had 

forsaken their first love.  

Smyrna church represents the persecuted church in Ad. 100-313. The church went 

through the vicious persecution by the Roman Empire until “the Edict of Milan in 
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313 AD, in which the Roman Emperors Constantine the Great and Licinius legalized 

the Christian religion.”iii Smyrna suffered the persecution, poverty. Jesus asked 

them to be faithful even to the point of death. Jesus promised them to give the 

crown of life.  

Pergamum church represents the state/imperial church (AD. 313-590). 

Constantine, the emperor, became a Christian after seeing a great cross in the sky 

before he and his amy entered into a battle. Constantine played a crucial role in 

the legalization of Christianity as the official imperial religion. Persecution stopped 

and church and state became one. Pergamum church became the morally 

compromising church.  

Thyatira represents the papal/medieval church (Ad. 590-1517). The  Church of the 

Middle Ages held tremendous political power by which the church was corrupted. 

It was called Dark Age because of spiritual darkness in the life of church and pope 

by sexual immorality, the system of indulgences. Thyatira church was the 

doctrinally compromising church. Jesus warned the church not to tolerate the 

teaching of woman Jezebel misleading people into sexual immorality and idolatry.   

Sardis represents the reformed church (AD. 1517-1730). It started by German 

monk, Martin Luther on the All Saint’s day, Oct. 31st, 1517. He posted 95 thesis 

statements at Wittenberg church door to reform the abuses of the medieval 

Church. Sardis church was spiritually dead church. Jesus told them to wake up and 

Jesus found a few people there, who have not soiled their clothes.  

Philadelphia represents the missionary church (AD. 1730-1900). Philadelphia 

covers the times of revivals and missions. Missionary church is a worldwide 

movement of evangelical fervor and renewal. 1735 John Wesley went to Indians in 

Georgia as missionary. 1747 Jonathan Edwards appealed for prayer for world 

mission. Philadelphia church was the obedient and faithful church. Christ is the 

One who opened the missionary door for this church. 
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Laodicea represents the apostate church (AD. 1900-until Jesus comes back) We are 

living in this age. Many abandon their faith in Jesus Christ, not seeking the Lord, 

Jesus Christ due to their self-reliance and self-sufficiency, pride, and arrogance like 

Laodicea church which was the materialistic church. They believed themselves as 

rich, but they were so poor in the eyes of Jesus Christ.  

Throughout the church history, churches undergo hardship, persecution, suffering, 

poverty, corruption, reformation, and revival and mission.  Jesus, who died but is 

alive again, keeps asking us to remain faithful. When you think of yourself in light 

of seven churches, what church do you identify with?  Are you falling from the first 

love like Ephesus church? Are you going through some persecutions at home, at 

work by someone who has more power than yourself like Smyrna church? Are you 

morally compromising yourself to the worldly or secular view point rather than 

faith in Jesus like Pergamum church? Are you in the place of temptation by false 

teachings or wrong practices rather than the truth like Thyatira church?  Are you 

considered as a good Christian with good reputation and respect? You have a 

godly form of life, but no spiritual power like Sardis church? Are you now 

lukewarm neither hot nor cold, losing the original refreshing taste as the children 

of God, needs to be purified in order to be used by God like Laodicea church? Are 

you faithful like Philadelphia church? 

The seven letters to the churches in Asia Minor are like guidelines or thermometer 

with which we can prepare ourselves or check out our spiritual temperatures to 

enter into heaven.    

Today’s passage Rev. 4:1-11 is previewing how worshipping God in heaven looks 

like. I will show you a Youtube clip.  

John could not have seen with mere human eyesight, but through the Holy Spirit, 

the Seven Spirit. He was in the Sprit. The 24 elders-12 Israel tribes in the Old 

Testament and 12 apostles in the New Testament- show us that all the redeemed, 

both Jews and Gentiles.   Four living creatures around the throne, covered with 

eyes, in front and back represent the attributes of God who can see all things.  Lion 
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symbolizes God’s majesty and power. Ox represents God’s faithfulness. Man 

represents God’s intelligence. Eagle represents God’s sovereignty.  

What do the twenty-four elders do? They fall down before him who sits on the 

throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before 

the throne and say: 

‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you 

created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev. 4:11)  

Do you easily imagine yourself someday in Heaven, worshipping God and casting 

your crown before God? 

If we are true and faithful worshippers here on earth, we certainly will be 

worshippers in heaven too. 

Four living creatures day and night they never stop saying: Holy, Holy, Holy is the 

Lord God almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. 

True and faithful worshippers worship not only on Sunday at a church building, not 

only yesterday, not only today, not only tomorrow, but every day wherever we are 

and whatever we do. 

Is there anyone in your life, in your neighbor, who is not living a life of worship? 

Aren’t you a faithful apostle, priest, reformer, missionary in the 21 century? 
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