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July 12, 2020; Rev. 3:14-22; Be earnest and repent; Rev. Sun Joo Lee, pastor 

Today’s passage Rev. 3:14-22 is the letter to the church in Laodicea in Asia Minor, 

modern Turkey. 

Laodicea was located 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia. Laodicea city was 

wealthiest of the seven cities, widely known for its banking industry, manufacture 

of wool, especially black wool, and a medical school that produced eye salve. But 

the city always had a problem with its water supply.  

At one time aqueducts, artificial channel for conveying water, were built to bring 

water to the city Laodicea.  To the north of Laodicea, Hierapolis, located 6miles 

away, had healthy hot springs, and to the south, Colossae, located 11miles away, 

had cold springs that were clean and refreshing to drink from. By the time the hot 

water reached Laodicea, it had become lukewarm and nauseous. Cold water 

traveling 11miles via pipe from Colossae to Laodicea became lukewarm too. The 

water lost its original taste; it was tepid, unclean, and undrinkable, the kind of 

water that made people unhealthy, sick, unlike the therapeutic hot water of 

Hierapolis or the refreshing cold water of Colossae.  

The water’s lukewarm-ness alluded the Laodicea church’s spiritual condition 

which was nauseous, unclean, unholy, and useless, which was contaminated by 

their self-reliance, self-sufficiency, pride, arrogance which were welled up from 

their financial wealth and security.  Jesus says in v. 16, “so, because you are 

lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 

 Jesus praised Philadelphia church without any corrections and encouraged them 

to press on the race of faith until they receive the reward of the crown. Yet 

Laodicea had nothing praised by Jesus, but judgment with a call to repentance.   

 In Rev. 3:14, Jesus describes Himself as "the Amen..., the faithful and true witness, 

the ruler of God’s creation"  The word "amen" is translated from Hebrew into 

both Greek and English and it means TRUTH!, not the common liturgical response 

meaning “Let it be so.” In the letter to Philadelphia, Jesus describes Himself as 

"Holy and true"  George Campbell Morgan, British evangelist, preacher, a leading 

Bible teacher says the difference between holy and true - He says that as the 
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"holy One, Christ is right in character; as the "true" One, He is right in conduct. i 

Because the Lord's character is pure, His conduct is also pure and correct. 

 Jesus, who is holy and true, knows Laodicea church’s deeds.  The church in 

Laodicea supplied neither healing, life-giving water for the spiritually sick nor 

refreshing, living water for the spiritually weary, but provided lukewarm water 

which was unhealthy, unclean, useless and polluted. Thus, Jesus was about to spit, 

vomit, and reject them because they lost original taste like tasteless salt and they 

were useless like fruitless tree.  

Matthew 5:13 says, ““You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has 

lost its flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot as worthless.” 

Mark 11:13-14 says, “Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if 

it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was 

not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit 

from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it.” 

Before Jesus spits, vomits, rejects, throws out and curses the Laodicea church, He 

asks them to be earnest and repent as the church understands itself as rich, 

prosperous, and self-sufficient.  

Rev. 3:17-18 says, “17 For you say, ‘I am rich, I have prospered, and I need 

nothing.’ You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 

naked. 18 Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you 

may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your 

nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.” 

Laodicea was a wealthy city through banking, textile industry and a famous eye 

salve. The church was also wealthy. What they could see and buy had become 

more valuable to them than what is unseen and eternal. Wealth, luxury, ease 

could make them feel confident, satisfied, and complacent.  Yet Jesus saw them 

as wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked because they did not have a vital 

relationship with Jesus.  
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Jesus told the Laodiceans to buy their gold from him, which is the real spiritual 

treasure, faith. The city was proud of its cloth and dyeing industries, but Christ 

told them to purchase white clothes from him, which is His righteousness. 

Laodicea prided itself on its precious eye slave that healed many eye problems, 

but Jesus told them to get medicine from him, which is the anointing of the Holy 

Spirit so their eyes could see the truth.  

Jesus was showing the Laodiceans that true value was not in material possessions, 

but in a vital relationship with God. Their possessions and achievements were 

valueless compared with faith in Jesus Christ, righteousness of God, and the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit.  

Rev. 3:20 says, “ Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice 

and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.” 

 In Holman Hunt's painting The Light of the World, inspired by Rev 3:20's 

metaphor of Christ knocking at the door of the Laodicea church,  Jesus is not 

inside, but still outside. Jesus is not in the Laodicea church.  The church did not 

have fellowship with Jesus but Jesus was still patiently waiting until the door 

opened.  Was it a church or a club? 

 The Laodicea church was lukewarm water which lost original taste of the 

refreshing cold and hot water. It was disgusting taste to Jesus. Because the church 

was polluted, contaminated, unclean, and unhealthy due to their pride, arrogance, 

self-reliance, self-satisfaction, and self-sufficiency without the Amen, Truth, 

without the vital relationship with Jesus Christ, who is true purifier of our hearts. 

 

How about our church traveling on the journey of faith since June 24, 1827? 

Do we have somewhat pride, arrogance, self-reliance, self-satisfaction, and self-

sufficiency like Laodicea church?  

How about each one of us, living in the wealthiest country in the world? 
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Since we have been traveling thousand, million, billion, and trillion miles from the 

original place of our faith in our journey of faith, are we still refreshing cold and 

hot without losing our original taste-our first love, faithfulness, commitment, zeal, 

loyalty for Jesus Christ? 

I went to Nepaug Reservior yesterday to take a walk. Nepaug  Reservoir, one  of  

the  largest  reservoirs  in  the  state,  has  a  capacity  of  9.5  billion gallons of 

water and it is an important water supply for people living about 20miles away in 

Hartford.   

 Because of the heavy rain on Friday night, the reservoir seemed to be more full of 

refreshing water. All nature -trees, grass, rocks, and waters in the reservoir looked 

crystal clean and pure. Dews on grasses looked shiny and seemed to sing to me 

exclusively to make me happy.  

I think that the fellowship with God is like the outpouring of heavy rain on Friday. 

It makes all things full, clean, and refreshing. God fills our hearts with true, living 

Water, Jesus during the time of fellowship with Jesus.  God renews the robe of 

righteousness, restores our faith, refines our hearts as pure as gold in the 

fellowship with Jesus.  Through the anointing rain of the Holy Spirit and in the 

fellowship, we can be holy and true. 

Is your heart full of the Living Water- Jesus? How many gallons of Living Water is 

contained in you? Is it enough to overflow and release to others? Do you keep 

your heart pure and holy? Are we able to share and convey the Living Water, 

Jesus, to people who are in need of true, life-giving water as living aqueducts, 

clean channels?  
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