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Zero Waste
A NEW FAMILY-OWNED BETTENDORF BUSINESS 
PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE LIVING IN THE QC

+
GIVING BACK 
Downtown Bettendorf Business Women 
raise money with ornaments

CHRISTMAS LIST
FIND THE PERFECT HOLIDAY 
GIFT RIGHT HERE IN 
BETTENDORF

FOR THE LOVE OF CITIES
Angie Sharp wants you to know the story of 
Bettendorf
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563-949-4705 • hhceducation.com
2209 Falcon Ave • Bettendorf, IA 52722

THANK YOU
QUAD-CITIES!
FOR VOTING HEIDI
HUISKAMP COLLINS
THE 2021 READERS’
CHOICE WINNER!

CERTIFIED EDUCATIONAL
AND COLLEGE

PLANNING SPECIALIST
Get a Free Personalized Assessment!

Serving the Quad Cities and Beyond
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08
ZERO WASTE RESERVE 
A new family-run business promotes sustainability  
and health in Bettendorf

ORNAMENTS FOR A CAUSE 
The Downtown Bettendorf Business Women  
use Christmas to give back

WINE AND DINE 
Find the perfect wine for your holidays at Hy-Vee 

THE GOLDEN YEARS 
Bettendorf seniors have no shortage of fun  
at area senior living facilities

HOLIDAY SHOPPING
Find all of your gift needs at three Bettendorf stores

CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 
Angie Sharp and her communications team wants  
to tell the story of Bettendorf 
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Clockwise from top: Residents mingle at 
The Suites of Bettendorf; Kelsey Pisel orga-
nizes product at her business; 
Quad-Cities themed Christmas pillows at 
Wallace's Garden Center.
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7077 Elmore Ave, Davenport, IA 52807 · 563.328.8000 · rhythmcitycasino.com
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Where QC goesWhere QC oes
to Holiday Shop!

Holiday Hours: Tue-Wed 10am-5pm,
Thurs 10am-6pm*, Fri-Sat 10am-5pm

Black Friday/Shop Small Saturday: 9am-6pm
Open Sundays: Nov 27, Dec 11, 18; 12pm-4pm

563-332-9563
3447 Devils Glen Road, Bettendorf

HOLIDAYHOL
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HO

.
U ESUS

12PM-5PM

Women’s Clothing - Accessories Stocking
Stuffers - Candles - Jewelry

DEC th4

FALL 2022 // VOLUME 2, ISSUE 4

Live, Work, and Play in the 52722

PUBLISHER
Debbie Anselm

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
Cathy Rockwell

PUBLICATION DIRECTOR/EDITORIAL
Macey Spensley

ADVERTISING SALES
Austin Kelly

To advertise in Bettendorf Magazine – call us at 
563-333-2610 or email advertising@qctimes.com.

ON THE COVER
Kelsey and Kevin Pisel, who run Zero Waste 

Reserve out of their home, and their kids.

Copyright Quad-City Times 2022. All rights reserved. Reproduction or 
use of editorial or graphic content without permission is prohibited.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook! @bettendorfliving
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It shouldn't be a pain-in-the-neck to get treatment for pain in your
neck, or any other joint or muscle issue, for that matter. At ORA
Orthopedics, we've taken the pain out of the referral process.

No Referral. No Problem at ORA Orthopedics.

No more time convincing your primary
care doctor you need a referral, no more
stress over insurance coverage issues, and
no more waiting. To see our specialists,
simply go to our website and schedule
your appointment today. Don't wait for
care when life is waiting for you.

Learn more at qcora.com.
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18 TIME WINNER! BEST IN RARE COINS 
AND CURRENCY

BEST GOLD 
BUYER NEED CA$H?

PAYING TOP DOLLAR!

• Buying Broken or Damaged Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry
• Buying Sterling Items, Flatware, Franklin Mint, Tea Sets, Etc.

• Buying all Proof & Mint Sets, US Commemorative Coins
• Partial & Complete Sets of Coins, Better Wrist Watches,

and all Old Pocket Watches running or not.
YES
WE BUY
COINS!!

Quad City Coin
Buys Gold!

PAY NO IOWA SALES TAX ON GOLD OR SILVER!

Quad City Coin Company
2395 Tech Drive Suite #1, Bettendorf, IA 52722 | 563-332-9189

Open-Tues-Fri 10-3 and Saturday’s 9-Noon

Platinum • Coins • Silver • Watches • Diamonds • Jewelry • Rolex • Breitling • Cartier

Every Little Change Makes a Difference
P I S E L  F A M I L Y  E N C O U R A G E S  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y 

I N  B E T T E N D O R F  W I T H  N E W  B U S I N E S S
By: Macey Spensley 

The Pisel family, from 
left to right: Kevin, 

Kelsey, Travis, Annie, 
and Freddy.
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ADVANCE ‘HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS’
Let us build you a better lifestyle.

Choice lots remaining inWyndham Hills andWyndhamWest neighborhoods,
including walk out and pond views!

Advance Homes' unique sales approach saves you thousands of dollars off the cost of your new
home. Buy direct fromAdvance Homes and eliminate costly real estate commissions.

Call 563.359.0309 or visit www.advancehomesinc.com to build today!

Custom Homes Design Development│ │
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“The very first article I ever saw about ingredients and 
products was for baby powder,” Pisel said. “There’s talc 
in there. That can be cancer causing, long term. It was 
just alarming that a product geared towards babies has 
something that could harm them.” 

In August of 2022, Pisel opened Zero Waste Reserve, a 
product refill and eco-friendly product shop, out of her 
home in Bettendorf. Customers can refill their household 
goods and purchase plastic-free, environmentally-friendly 
items with all-natural ingredients. 

Kelsey and her husband, Kevin, and their children, 
11-year-old Travis, 7-year-old Annie, and 2-year-old Freddy, 
enjoy taking hikes at Crow Creek Park and riding their 
bikes along the local bike path. Their children regularly 
play  sports at the TBK Bank Sports Complex and explore 
the Family Museum. They love trying new restaurants 
like Verde. 

The family lives, works, and plays in Bettendorf just 
as any other family, all while consciously making better 
choices for both their own health and environment. 
Kelsey felt compelled to help other people live as freely, 
happily, and responsibly as her own family has been able 
to—and thus, Zero Waste Reserve was born. 

With the support of her husband and kids, Pisel’s personal 
passion for incorporating sustainable, all-natural 
products into her life has turned into an opportunity to 
encourage other Bettendorf residents to make decisions 
less harmful to their environment and their bodies. With 
growing community support and expanding product 
offerings, Pisel is on a mission to make the Quad-Cities a 
greener and safer place to live, and hopefully save a few 
lives in the process. 

CLOSE TO HOME
Kelsey has long held an interest in health and sustainability, 
but it wasn’t until she faced health issues within her 
family that she paid more attention to the ingredients in 
products she was using. Her oldest son developed Crohn’s 
disease. 

“He was diagnosed when he was five. He was really 
sick for nearly six months. So we learned about the 
options for treating him and found out the longer that 
he’s on medication, the higher chances he’ll have to 
develop cancer,” Kelsey said. 

The Pisels researched alternative treatment options and 
found they could treat their son’s illness through diet. This 
led them on a journey of learning about what they were putting 
both in and on their body. They began slowly switching 
out household items for those with natural ingredients.

“We’ll never pretend to be perfect. There’s things in 
our lives that are not eco-friendly. So we really just try to 

Kelsey Pisel was reading an article on baby powder 
when she suddenly realized her calling in life.

Visit 838Boutique
& �nd the perfect gift
this holiday season

838 Boutique
838 Middle Rd, Bettendorf, IA

888-563-0638
Visit us at

https://www.838boutique.com/

Kelsey Pisel runs her business, Zero Waste Reserve, from 
the front room of her home.
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Something for everyone;
New, Used, Vintage, and Antique!

SHOPPING
HAS NEVER

BEEN THIS FUN
WITH OVER

15,000 SQUARE FEET
OF HIDDEN TREASURES.

ONE OF A KIND GIFT SHOP!

4020 BRADY STREET
DAVENPORT, IA

Check out our
Facebook for new

events every weekend!

563.200.5336

Boutiques Bakery
Furniture Toys
Hand-crafted Collectables
Bath & Body Jewelry

...and more!

Featuring!

Come
visit us at
our new
location!
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PROUD TO BE FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1900
McGinnis Chambers Funeral Home

644 RIVER DRIVE, BETTENDORF, IA
563-355-1751

Chambers Funeral Home
130 NORTH SECOND STREET, ELDRIDGE, IA

563-285-5382

Find reviews you can trust

Find Trusted Reviews

BBB builds an ethical business
community by providing reviews
from veri	ed customers.

BBB serving the Quad Cities
2435 Kimberly Ridge Rd, Bettendorf
(563) 355-1705

focus on the things that we can control 
and do better at,” Kelsey said.

“Chemicals from soaps, detergents, 
shampoos, conditioner…you wouldn’t 
know unless you had the wherewithal 
to look it up,” added Kevin. 

A BROKEN SYSTEM
From toxic chemical ingredients 
to plastic packaging in most of the 
products we use, Kelsey said many 
aren’t aware of the damage every day 
products are capable of inflicting on 
both our bodies and our environment.

“We just use what we grew up with 
our parents using,” she said. “If you 
look at a regular bottle of soap, there’s 
30 ingredients in there. Why do we 
need that?” 

Researching chemicals in her 
household items uncovered a scary 
world. Ingredients used in common 
household cleaners contain hormone 
disruptors, which can cause an array 
of endocrine issues. Synthetic 
fragrances often include carcinogens. 

Toilet cleaner irritates the respiratory 
system. 

Kelsey recommends downloading 
the Environmental Working Group’s 
Healthy Living app or the Think 
Dirty app, which grade products on 
their safety.

“It’s kind of alarming how low rated 
some of these products are,” she added. 

“I looked up a ‘green’ sunscreen that 
was rated a D.” 

The plastic containers these products 
come in are unsafe for humans and 
the environment, as well. Plastics are 
not biodegradable, and billions of 
plastic products have piled up in our 
landfills. 

“Plastic ends up breaking down into 
microplastics. These microplastics 
are currently in our blood streams. 
We, on average, eat a credit card of 
plastic every week just because of 
all these microplastics in the air and 
the ground water. They even found 
microplastics in Antarctica where 
people don't live,” Kelsey said. 

Research is still ongoing on the 
exact effects of microplastics, but 
according to Healthline, initial studies 
point towards the particles causing 
irritation, toxic reactions, and 
potentially cancer throughout the 
body. With microplastics in the air and 
water, and leaching into our food and 
products through plastic packaging, 
these harmful substances are nearly 
impossible to avoid. 

Quad-Cities residents already have 
access to an efficient and advanced 
recycling system. The Scott County 
Waste Commission accepts e-waste, 
or anything that contains a screen or 
a circuit board, which often end up in 
the landfills. Residents can purchase 
refurbished electronics from the 
commission or take home unused 
household materials like paint or other 
home improvement related items at 
no charge. 

“If you have a mailbox post that 
you want to re-stain, you don’t have 
to go to the store and buy an entire 
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FROM HOME DECOR TO HAIR,

WE MAKE YOU
LOOK BEAUTIFUL.

Offering the world of original artwork, right at your fingertips.
Online only | bereskinartgallery.com (563) 508-4630

Our expanded furniture and design studio is now open!
Visit us often to be inspired | 1733 State St. (563) 359-1655

Weoffer custom cut stone fabrication, landscaping and
hardscapingmaterials, andmasonry supplies.
205 South 35th St. (563) 424-1418

You can count on Concept Bath to put it all together
beautifully! | 2203Grant St. (563) 344-9138

Our success relies on your satisfaction...
Established in 2000 | 836 State St. (563) 391-9897

Extraordinary!

From top to bottom: Eco-friendly products available at Zero Waste 
Reserve; Plastic free hair brushes and combs;. Kelsey Pisel's hsuband 

and kids help her around the store.
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new container. You can just go to the 
(Waste Commission) and get it for 
free,” Kevin said. 

Kevin and Kelsey both grew up in the 
Quad-Cities, and the area’s progressive 
attitudes towards environmental care 
is a major component as to why they’ve 
chosen to raise their family here. 
With the area already moving in the 
right direction, Kelsey created her 
business to add another tool for area 
residents to live a more eco-friendly life.

A GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT
Zero Waste Reserve isn’t Kelsey’s first 
foray into environmental advocacy. 

Earlier this year, another refill shop 
inspired her to hold a shoe drive 
in Bettendorf with Soles4Souls. The 
organization collects shoes of all kinds 
that would otherwise be thrown away 
and donates them to communities 
in need around the world. Zappos 
pays for all of the shipping.

“Shoes have been sent to around 150 
countries around the world. Women 

get to open businesses and make their 
money by selling our shoes, and they 
can support their kids and families,” 
Kelsey said. 

She reached out to her network 
to ask for donations of shoes they 
no longer wear. She started with a 
goal of collecting 500 pairs of men’s, 
women’s, children’s, and even single 
or mismatched shoes.

She collected 820.  
“There were shoes and shoes and 

shoes in the driveway,” Kevin said. 
“People were even bringing me shoes 
at work.” 

The successful shoe drive showed 
Kelsey that she had the support of 
her community in her sustainability 
efforts. Motivated, she started her 
journey to opening her business with 
a tough schedule.  

“I took a business class through 
the (United Kingdom) that started at 
5 a.m. Then they had a time change 
that I didn’t catch on to for two days, 
and my class started at 4 a.m.,” she 

said. “Then I started to switch over 
my social media, and that’s how I 
started connecting with other refill 
shops and activists.” 

Today, Zero Waste Reserve occupies 
the front room of the Pisel room. 
Customers can schedule appointments 
to come shop, or they can order online 
for pick up or delivery. 

The store offers refills on a variety 
of household products like shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, laundry 
soap, all-purpose cleaners, and more. 
Kelsey uses upcycled containers that 
used to contain a different product or 
glass containers to ensure there is no 
waste in the process. 

“A lot of friends, neighbors, and 
customers bring me their empty bottles. 
If I make a delivery somewhere and 
they have any kind of container with 
a lid that closes tight, they can set 
them outside and I’ll take them and 
reuse them for other things,” she said. 

She is also purchasing more and 
more eco-friendly, plastic-free products 

3382 Middle Rd. Bettendorf, IA 52722
563-332-4311 • www.cookiesbydesign.com

Home
Delivery
Delivery Starts

at 5 p.m.

SPORT’S
FANSPizza

563-359-5555
1723 Grand Street, Bettendorf
www.sportsfanspizza.com

 Lots of TVs & Channels for
Viewing of Most Sporting Events

 Match Your Trivia Skills &
Knowledge Against Other Players
& Players Across the Country

OPEN DAILY FOR
LUNCH AND DINNER

We Also Serve Many
Delightful Salads, Appetizers
& Sandwiches – Hot or Cold

SPECIALTY
PIZZA & MORE!
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2605 DEVILS GLEN, BETTENDORF • 332-4711
wallacesgardencenter.com

Bloom

Wish

WALLACE’S GARDEN CENTER

Wonder

@WallacesGarden

@wallacesgardenWallaces Garden Center

Believe

Shine

Give
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From left to right: Travis fills a bottle of soap; Annie packages products for a customer with love; Freddy watches over the 
merchandise with care. 

for her store every day. She carries  
soaps and bathbombs with all-natural 
ingredients, compostable and recy-
clable lunch bags, and even bamboo 
hairbrushes and toothbrushes.
 “There’s billions of those in our  
landfill, and they may break down over 
hundreds of years but they never go 
away,” she said. “It’s really important  
to eliminate plastic where we can, 
and the bamboo brushes are just as 
effective as the plastic.” 

ALL HANDS ON DECK
Because her business runs out of their 
home, the Pisel’s three children have 
learned more about sustainability 
than most children and enjoy helping 
in the store. Annie loves to help clean 
and package deliveries, and Travis 
helped Kevin put up shelving. They 
often find their youngest child’s toys 
in the store area, as well. 
 “They talk to their friends and teachers  
sometimes about sustainability. They’re  
talking about plastic in general and 
how we can all do better with certain 
things. We’re pretty proud of them,” 
Kelsey said. 
 “They’re becoming more aware 
through the shop’s purchases,” her 
husband added. 
 While the enterprise of Zero Waste 
Reserve belongs to Kelsey, Kevin 
plays a major role in supporting and 
encouraging her business.
 “I’m just the supportive husband, 

and sometimes delivery man and a 
social media “share-er,” Kevin said. 
 Kelsey praised his contributions as 
much more influential.
 “It wouldn’t even be a business 
without him. He encouraged me for 
all of those years,” she said. “He’s so 
helpful behind the scenes. He’s just 
smart and good with numbers. Even 
though it’s my business, I joke that he 
was at 23% but with the heavy lifting  
he’s been doing, he’s probably at 
more like 42% now.” 

SMALL STEPS, BIG CHANGES
“It’s been fun to find out other people 
who are interested in this, especially 
people in our friend group that we 
didn’t know were interested in talking 
about this,” Kevin said. 
 The couple emphasized that any  
effort, no matter how big, is important  
in the process to fight man-made 
climate change. Begin with areas in 
your life where you can easily swap 
out plastic for reusable products.
 “Start small. Don’t get overwhelmed. 
Don’t try to switch all your stuff out at 
once. Just do what you can,” Kelsey 
said. “Start by taking a reusable  
water bottle with you and filling it 
up, or taking your own lunch to avoid  
getting as many takeout containers.” 
 A mistake they often see people make 
is to get rid of all of the toxic, plastic  
products they use at once before  
they’ve finished using it. Those who 

want to incorporate more sustainable 
products into their lives should get all 
of the use they can out of what they 
already have to make sure it doesn’t 
go to waste.
 “Being sustainable doesn’t mean 
getting rid of everything to have less 
toxic stuff. That’s the worst thing you 
can do. Still use up what you have and 
then slowly transition to something 
more eco-friendly,” Kelsey said. 
 Kelsey knew the Quad-Cities was 
missing a business that could provide  
eco-friendly products. Often, the 
journey to sustainability is hindered 
by access, but Zero Waste Reserve  
is filling that gap so every citizen 
knows they have the ability to make 
sustainable choices.
 We don’t often hear good news 
when it comes to the environment 
lately. But this city has shown its on 
the right track to make a difference 
for our ecosystem. 
 “I don’t think it’s beneficial for  
anybody to just be so negative about  
it and say, ‘well, this doesn’t matter  
because the world’s going to end  
anyway,’” Kelsey said. “There’s things 
we can all do to help, and I think 
there’s a chance that everything will 
turn out just fine. Every little change 
you make is making a difference.  
You don’t need one person to do it 
perfectly, you need millions of people 
doing it imperfectly.”
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Key
WWW.BETHNOLTING.COM
RE/MAX CONCEPTS

WE ARE

Building Bridges Within the Bettendorf Community
A  L O C A L  W O M E N ’ S  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  F U N D R A I S E S 
W I T H  B R I D G E - T H E M E D  C H R I S T M A S  O R N A M E N T S

By: Macey Spensley 

Downtown Bettendorf 
Business Women began 
selling bridge-themed 
ornaments to raise money 
in 2018.
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The Downtown Bettendorf Business Women (DBBW) 
knew this when they banded together to form a partnership 
amongst women business owners in Bettendorf. 
 “When we started, there wasn’t much help for women 
starting their own businesses,” said DBBW member Pat 
Beréskin. “The women’s group started in order to promote  
and help other women in Bettendorf.” 
 The DBBW is an organization within the Bettendorf 
Business Network, meant to support businesses and 
services offered by women in the downtown Bettendorf 
area. The group meets monthly to celebrate member  
accomplishments and support each other’s work. 
 From encouraging one another in business endeavors, 
to donating their time and money to support local charities  
and offer scholarship opportunities to young women  
interested in business, the DBBW has established itself as a 
Bettendorf organization focused on growth, development,  
and security for the area’s youth. 
 The community-building efforts are made possible by 
the DBBW’s annual Christmas ornament fundraiser. 

A TRADITION OF GOOD TIDINGS 
The DBBW was quick to realize that when a group  
of like-minded, caring, and dedicated women gathers 
together, their boundless passion to care for others can 
make great change. 
 “We’re all very much vested in this community as mothers,  
parents to children who have been in the school system, 
and members of community organizations. So we decided  
we would try to raise money to help,” Beréskin said. 
 In 2018, the DBBW learned of a local group raising funds 
to provide Christmas presents for families in need at two 
local elementary schools. Beréskin, owner of Beréskin 

Art Gallery, had recently held a “plein air painting” that 
had local artists painting the downtown Bettendorf  
riverfront. One of the artists allowed the DBBW to use 
their painting to create a Christmas ornament.
 The group hoped to sell 200 ornaments depicting the 
painting of what was then the I-74 Bridge. They ended up 
selling nearly 700 ornaments and raising $5,000. 
 “We had to keep making them because people wanted 
them,” said Beréskin. “With those funds, we not only were 
we able to help the one group with their Christmas project,  
but we were able to donate to several other charities.”
 The DBBW has since established the Debe LaMar  
Scholarship for Young Women in Business, which gives 
two young women from Bettendorf and Pleasant Valley 
High Schools $500 scholarships as they pursue a secondary  
education or trade to grow a business. LaMar was a long-time  
beloved Bettendorf Alderwoman who lost her battle with 
cancer in 2018. Having raised over $12,000, they’ve been 
able to donate to additional local charities, such as the  
Bettendorf Angel Network and the Agape Center's Christmas  
Stocking Drive.
 
A TEAM EFFORT
Since the fundraiser began, the framed ornament has 
featured a painting of the I-74 Bridge—a structure that 
has certainly come to represent Bettendorf in each of its 
iterations. 
 “It’s something that everybody’s been focused on,” 
Beréskin said. “Now that the bridge is here, a lot of times 
people who’ve moved away, or who are moving back, love 
that bridge picture. We want to honor that.” 
 Bettendorf Office Products reproduces the painting at a 
miniature scale, which then must be hand-cut and placed 
in small frames with an attached decorative ornament 
hook. The ornaments are all handmade by members of 
the DBBW. They’ve also had members of an organization 
for parents of special needs students assist in the past. 

When one woman rises, the other women around 
her rise with her. And women in power know how 
to make change.

Pat Beréskin poses with the original ornament created for the 
Downtown Bettendorf Business Women's fundraiser.

Brad Bisbey painted the 2022 fundraiser ornament.
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WHAT DOYOU WANT YOUR
CABINETS TO DO?

Showplace Cabinetry is American Made,and Employee Owned.
See what your cabinets can be at

Showplace Cabinetry Design Center - Quad Cities!

JADE LOMMEN
JADE.LOMMEN@SHOWPLACECABINETRY.COM

Complimentary In-home consultations available:
Monday – Friday 9am to 5pm

(or by appointment) • Cell: 563-940-7506

Tell them it’s Showplace
or No Place!

ShowplaceCabinetry.com

Because of the labor-intensive creation process, the 
group is limiting the number of ornaments this year to 
300. They will also have 5x7 prints available of the image. 
The fundraiser has continued to gain traction over the 
years, and Beréskin anticipates selling out quickly.

“We have people who have a dinner party each year, 
and they buy ornaments to have at each person’s place 
at the table,” Beréskin said. “They’ve made it to be their 
tradition.” 

LOCAL ARTISTS GIVING BACK
The DBBW has ensured they support local in every 
aspect of their fundraiser, and that includes supporting 
local artists. 

Beréskin asked Brad Bisbey to paint image for the ornament 
this year. Bisbey is a Quad-Cities native and graduate of 
St. Ambrose University. 

“He’s often referred to as the Grant Wood of our time,” 
Beréskin said. 

Bisbey’s painting will look quite different than past 
ornaments. While most have depicted the bridge from 
the Bettendorf point-of-view, Bisbey painted from the 
Moline perspective looking into Bettendorf.

“I wanted to get a view of the bridge that was not your 
generic view of the arch,” Bisbey said. 

Bisbey scoured the area from both sides of the 
river to find an image of the bridge that spoke to him the 
most. Ultimately, he ventured behind a local business  
to the edge of the river where he took a photograph that 
captured both spans of the bridge and all four arches 
exactly how he’d hoped.

“As soon as I looked at that subject from that viewpoint, 
I thought yeah, that’s probably the one,” Bisbey said. 

“That’s what art is all about—the search.” 

DON’T WAIT TO PURCHASE
Those looking to buy a 2022 ornament can find them 
at Concept Kitchen and Bath, Frymoyer Stone, K & K 
Hardware, Within by CDI, and Tango Hair Salon. This 
year’s limited inventory means they might run out if you 
don’t buy quickly. 

The ornaments cost $15 with 100% of the proceeds 
being donated. Payments can be made via cash, check, 
or Venmo. This year, the group also plans on using the 
proceeds to give scholarships for students to attend art 
classes at The Figge Museum and the Family Museum. 

The previous I-74 Bridge paintings have allowed the 
fundraiser to grow and help hundreds of community 
members. Moving forward, the DBBW has discussed 
changing the theme. 

“There’s a conversation of doing ‘Nostalgia Bettendorf’ 
or ‘Nostalgia Quad-Cities,’” Beréskin said. “I think it will 
give everybody a new perspective on the Quad-Cities.”  

Iowa-563-359-9105
Illinois-309-764-7479

1829 15th St. Moline, IL1829 15th St. Moline, IL

KNEESFLORISTS.COM

Receive FREE DELIVERY on your
order. Use online code:

FREEDELIVERY
and SAVE!

For you. For someone.
Just Because

CHECK OUT OUR GIFTWARE AND FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS!
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*Expires December 31st, 2022. Good only at Green Buick GMC, cannot be combined
with other offers. Some exclusions apply. Please present to advisor before service.

SERVICE

(877) 531-7881
3210 E Kimberly Road,

Davenport, IA
Mon-Thurs 7AM-7PM,

Fri 7AM-5:30PM
and Sat 8AM-1PM

www.greenbuickgmc.com

TOTAL TICKET*
10% OFF

Now hiring
Techs!

WINTER!
Get your vehicle ready for

The Best Holiday Wines for Every Occasion
F I N D  T H E  P E R F E C T  W I N E  T H I S  H O L I D A Y  S E A S O N  A T 
T H E  B E T T E N D O R F  H Y - V E E  O N  D E V I L ’ S  G L E N  R O A D

By: Macey Spensley 

Picture yourself around the dinner table, chatting with family that you only see at holidays or 

laughing with friends you’ve known for years. The table is set with the fancy dishware. You smell 

the bountiful mounds of mashed potatoes and savory, spiced stuffing as someone brings the thick, 

tender turkey to the table. The thing that completes the perfect meal? A glass of wine.

A great bottle of wine always enhances a holiday get-together, no matter where 

you’re spending the day or who you’re spending it with. Laugh with your loved 

ones, thank a party host, or simply relax and enjoy the holidays with these wine 

recommendations from Brad Kent, Wine & Spirits Specialist at the Bettendorf Hy-Vee, 

all available for purchase at his store. 
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Quartet Senior Living, and Assisted Living and Memory Care is now open. Thank you for
celebrating with us at our Grand Opening.

If you haven’t seen it yet, what are you waiting for? Come explore our gorgeous
community, choose your apartment, and secure more of everything you want and need to
live a rich, engaging and secure lifestyle. Your way.

Join in on the fun at the upcoming Friday Pie Day events on December 2, 9, 16
from 1 – 3 p.m. to learn more about Quartet.

3150 Glenbrook Circle | Bettendorf, IA 52722 | quartetseniorliving.com

Carefree Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

Call today to learn more about our current
savings or schedule your visit!

563-217-2487

Thank You for
Celebrating with Us!
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1855 Middle Rd • Bettendorf, IA
563.345.6011

www.bankorion.com

, IA 52722527221855 Middle R

Carrie Lamb
MORTGAGE LOANS

Dean Kraus
COMMERCIAL LOANS

FINANCING
F O R A N Y S E A S O N

scan to
apply online
with Carrie

WINE FOR THE NIGHT BEFORE THE HOLIDAY
Seghesio Sonoma County Zinfandel  
or Clos De Mendoza 2020 Malbec 

“The day before Thanksgiving is one of the biggest  
pizza days of the year. No one wants to cook  
another day, so they order in pizza. The Seghesio  
Sonoma County Zinfandel is one of the best off 
the zinfandel shelf, and we’re one of the only 
stores that carry this in the market. The Clos De 
Mendoza 2020 Malbec is 90 point rated, which is 
excellent. These two pair well with the red sauce 
of the pizza, along with toppings like beef or 
pepperoni.”

A PERFECT WINE FOR THE HOLIDAY MEAL
Imagery Pinot Noir or Chateau Ste. Michelle Riesling Columbia Valley 

“For the holidays, when you’re eating a bunch of turkey and ham, try the Imagery Pinot 
Noir. This is a $12.99 bottle that easily tastes like a $20 bottle. For whites, the Chateau Ste 
Michelle Riesling Columbia Valley. It’s middle of the road; not too sweet, not too dry. It 
has a hint of granny smith apples. You can appease the masses with both of these wines.”
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BETTENDORF
HOME REPAIR INC.HOME

REMODELING HOMES...
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

DOORS & WINDOWS

REMODELING

We offer Marvin,
Andersen, American Craftsman and many

other brand names to

t any budget!

General Contracting Services
Fully Licensed, Bonded, Insured

and certi
ed in lead safe
renovations for your protection.

3050 State Street, Bettendorf

563-355-8449

www.bettendorfhomerepair.com

• Kitchen
• Bathroom
• Basement
• Whole House
• From concept & design
to �nal installation service

RESURFACING
• Bathrooms
• Showers
• Countertops
• Refacing Cabinets

• Slip-Resistance
Surfaces

• Residential &
Commercial

LOW-COST WINE THAT TASTES 
EXPENSIVE
Daou Cabernet Sauvignon 

“The Daou Cabernet is dry, 
big, and bold. That’s what 
cabernet drinkers like. This 
would pair perfect with 
a prime rib roast for the 
holidays. It costs $23.99 but 
tastes much more expensive. 
We sell at least a case or two 
a week off the shelf.”

A WINE FOR THOSE TRANSITIONING FROM 
WHITE TO RED
Duckhorn Estates Decoy Red Wine 

“Red blends have been very popular. A 
red blend is essentially two or three 
varietals blended together. They’re 
just easier drinking. They’re perfect 
for the chardonnay drinker that 
wants to make the transition to red 
wine. Try the Decoy Red Blend from 
the Duckhorn Estates. It’s $19.99 in 
our store every day—it’s $24-28 at a lot 
of other stores.”

A HIGH-END WINE
Caymus Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon 

“Anybody who sees or hears Caymus, they automatically think of quality. It’s great for if you’re 
entertaining or trying to put on a show. This will make a nice gift. If you mix and match six 
bottles of any wine in the store, you get a 10% discount, so that takes this bottle down to $70.”
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A WINE FOR CELEBRATING
Serena Sweet Red, Ruffino Prosecco, or Mumm Napa Brut Prestige 

“Moscato and prosecco are two bubbly wines. In the Midwest, a lot of people like sweet 
wine. For moscato, the residual sugar is higher and the alcohol is lower. Serena is a 
sweet red a lot of people love. Prosecco has been growing in popularity lately. It’s an 
Italian sparkling wine that’s a little bit more on the drier side. The Ruffino prosecco is 
a nice sparkling Italian wine that’s not super expensive. Ruffino has a wide portfolio 
of wines that are going to be a consistent quality and not bust your pocketbook. 
 For champagne, it’s important to know your price range since they can go from $8 
to $60 in a hurry. The Mumm Napa Brut Prestige tastes like a $30 bottle but only costs 
$20. Many people don’t know that Brut champagne is actually drier than ‘extra dry.’” 

A WINE TO GIFT THE PARTY HOST
Austin Cabernet or Sonoma-Cutrer Chardonnay 

“When you’re giving wine as a gift, make sure that you check the 
condition of the bottle. You don’t want to take a gift to someone’s 
house and realize the back label is half ripped off. For a red 
wine, try the Austin Cabernet. It’s $20 which is a great amount 
for a gift. For chardonnay, I would go with Sonoma-Cutrer. If 
you give this as a gift and the person sees Sonoma-Cutrer, they 
know it’s quality. They’ve been consistent for years.”



FALL 2022  |  27

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm

Saturday 9am - 3pm

revelljewelers.com

Duck Creek Plaza, Bettendorf
P: 563.359.8856

With age comes wisdom, experience, patience…and the reward of 
finally being able to relax and enjoy retirement.

Bettendorf senior living facilities are making sure area seniors 
are able to do just that.

The population of older Americans continues to grow every year; nearly 1 in 4 
Americans will be 65 or older by 2060, according the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Almost 32% of the Quad-Cities population is older than 55. 

Quality senior living facilities are imperative to ensure the older 
population is not only safe and well-cared for, but also able to find joy 
and fulfillment.

Several Bettendorf senior living establishments are investing into  the 
area's senior population. Two of these facilities—The Summit of Bettendorf 
and the Suites of Bettendorf—with their state-of-the-art facilities, prioritize 
connection and community amongst their residents to ensure they can 
make the most of their golden years.

Living Their 
Best Lives

I N  B E T T E N D O R F

By: Macey Spensley 

A birthday party gathering 
at the Suites of Bettendorf.
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105 S State Downtown Geneseo, IL
Online at: villagehomestores.com944-1344

BLUE ZONES
Society has long grappled with the question: how do we live 
a long and happy life?

We're getting closer to answering that question.
Researchers have pinpointed five communities around 

the world where large groups of people with similar lifestyles 
are living longer than average. These places are referred to 
as “Blue Zones.” Author and researcher Dan Buettner then 
deduced nine principles shared by these communities that 
contribute to living longer.

“We borrowed four of his nine principles, and we call 
them our ‘Core Four’. They are: move naturally, eat wisely, 
be connected, and the right outlook,” said Summit of 
Bettendorf Sales Director Erica Schroeder-Cerda. 

While The Summit may be the one who strategically 
incorporates Buettner’s principles in their operations, both 
senior living facilities maintain innovative recreational 
and social activities for their residents in an effort keep 
them moving, connected, and excited about life. 

HEALTH AND MOVEMENT
As we age, our bodies lose muscle mass and bone density, 
making physical activities exceedingly difficult. Our instincts 
may tell us to avoid strenuous activity, but in reality, we transition 
to an exercise regimen that puts less stress on the body.

Residents at the Summit have the privilege of access to 
an in-house golf simulator, so they can relax and socialize 
while still getting movement in. Groups will gather to hit 
some golf balls, share some drinks, and enjoy each other’s 
company within the safe confines of their home. 

“This is a very active senior community. The golf is so 
popular,” said Schroeder-Cerda. “It’s so cool to see snow on 
the ground or it’s raining, and they’re able to golf.” 

The Summit also offers Rock Steady classes, which utilizes 
specific boxing techniques to fight the progression of 
Parkinson’s disease, along with an array of fitness classes at 
different levels of skill. 

As we age, travelling outside of the home to complete 
errands and maintain a functional household can prove to 
be a challenge. Residents at The Suites have established a 
rideshare program so they can assist each other in getting 
to their destinations safely and with dignity. 

“They placed a sign-up sheet in the mailroom that says 
which resident will be able to take you to a specific area,” 
said the Suites Sales Associate Sheri Winter.  “So if you or 
your spouse are unable to drive somewhere, the community 
will take you there. You don’t have to pay somebody to come 
pick you up.” 

The Suites of Bettendorf is established as a cooperative, 
meaning you own a share of the building when you purchase 
your unit. Residents elect a board of directors made up 
exclusively of other residents, so every decision is made by 
the community from building upgrades to planned events. 

“There’s no outside entity coming in and telling you what 
you need to do or when you need to do it,” said Winter. “A lot 
of times, for seniors to leave their home, they’re giving up a 
lot of power. Here, you have say in the running of the whole 
place. It’s really important to some people to be involved in 
that decision making.” 

The support and teamwork of their community is something 
the seniors’ at both the Suites and the Summit point to as 
the defining feature that sets them apart from other senior 
living facilities. Connecting with others in the same stage 
of life gives them a sense of joy, comfort, and purpose they 
may not find elsewhere. 

CONNECTING WITH A POSITIVE OUTLOOK
“People tend to view senior living overall as some place to 
move into because you have to versus something you move 
into because you get to, and you can. Aging does not have 
to be something to fear or shy away from,” Schroeder-Cerda 
explained. 

Two residents of the Suites, Pat and Carol, certainly haven’t 
shied away from the opportunities given to them. They say the 
building’s social committee makes sure they’re never bored.

“They have a lot of ingenuity with the stuff they come up 

Residents can enjoy the rooftop bar at 
the Summit of Bettendorf.
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VOTED THE
NATION’S
Best

PLAYERS
CLUB*

*Caesars Rewards has been voted “Best Player’s Club” by
USA TODAY 10 Best Reader’s Choice Award. Trademarks
used herein are owned by Caesars Entertainment and its
affiliated companies. Must be 21 or older to gamble. Know
When To Stop Before You Start.® Gambling Problem? Call
1-800-BETSOFF or visit 1800betsoff.org.©2022, Caesars

Entertainment License Company, LLC.

with,” said Carol. 
 With so many opportunities to meet new friends and try 
new things, the seniors are able to find joy in every moment 
with each other. 
 “We have fun and laugh. We even have a giggle hour. At 
4 o’clock, we get together in the lobby. Whoever wants to 
come can come, and we sit around and we laugh a lot. We 
call it the giggle hour,” Carol added. 
 Gathering in a common area remains a crucial part of 
community bonding, no matter the age. The Suites also has 
a “Great Room,” set up with a bar, kitchen, huge television, 
and large tables for dining. Residents hold tailgates there 
during football season, and recently, a resident held her 
birthday party there with more than 70 guests. 
 “Just think of the convenience of having a nice huge room 
like that. You can’t fit 70 people in most people’s houses,” 
Winter said.
 The Summit offers a unique and trendy space for connecting  
with their rooftop bar and sky deck. 
 “We have happy hours up here where everybody gets to 
enjoy nice weather. We’ve got gas fire pits, an amazing view, 
and you see some great sunsets,” Schroeder-Cerda said. 
 Residents can sit at the bar and eat a light appetizer with 
a glass of wine as they’re served by a professional bartender. 
Helping the residents to have “normal” life experiences in 
a safe setting that doesn’t require travel offers them bright 
moments during a time that could otherwise be quite difficult.
 “There might be a reason someone is in memory support 
or assisted living. If they need assistance, we will always  
accommodate them at the restaurant bar to make sure they 
get those experiences,” said Schroeder-Cerda. 

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY
Whether you’re stopping by for a tour, visiting family, or 
moving in, nobody is a stranger at these facilities. 
 “As I was giving a tour, I walked into a gathering and 
said ‘hi guys,’ and everyone turned and said hi right back. 
It was like a scene from Cheers,” Schroeder-Cerda said. 
 That welcoming feeling begins right at your tour of The  
Summit and never stops. They have a resident ambassador  
group that shows new residents how the facility works 
and helps them get comfortable.
 For residents at the Summit, the cooperative model allows 
them to almost immediately get involved with their community  
by joining committees and helping to make decisions. When 
fliers for trips and parties are posted in the mailroom, nearly 
everyone is signing up as quickly as they can. 
 It’s nearly impossible to not feel like a part of the family 
at these facilities.  
 “That aspect of being connected and having the right outlook  
just happens authentically. Everybody here is happy  
about where they are in their life,” said Schroeder-Cerda. 

“Those kinds of things bring them purpose and togetherness,  
and keeps that community spirit alive and well.”
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838 BOUTIQUE
 

      1. Locally-made Candles and Bath Products 

Find me a person that doesn’t love receiving a yummy- 
smelling gift. Make that gift even more special by choosing  
locally-made products. At 838 Boutique, you can find 
products such as soy candles, shower steamers, artisan 
soap, and lip balms from Caves Candles & Soap Co.  Her 
products come with intriguing scents like pineapple sage, 
apple-maple bourbon, and brown sugared fig.
 “They’re unique. You’re not going to find them at 
Walmart. And you can read every ingredient that’s in any of  
her stuff and know exactly what you’re giving somebody,” 
said 838 Boutique owner Sherri Beyer. 

                   2. Bee Themed Goods

The St. Ambrose University student in your life will love 
these cute and trendy bee products. 838 Boutique carries an  
entire line of bee-related items, from cute mugs to beeswax  
candles to honey actually collected in Taylor Ridge,  
Illinois.  Even those who haven’t attended St. Ambrose 
will still appreciate the burst of joy from the adorable 
oven mits or tea towels. 
 “Some people give their friends the nickname, “Bee,” 
said Beyer. “They love the trinket trays or the activity 
books for kids.” 

  3. Monogrammed Cups

“They say you’re supposed to always drink, drink, drink! 
You might as well do it in style,” said Beyer. 
 No matter if your loved one is a Pumpkin Spice Latte 
extraordinaire or keeping up on their water intake, a fun 
cup is exactly what they need if they always have a drink 
in hand. 838 Boutique carries handmade tumblers from 
local company All That Glitterz. The designs are chic and 
fashionable with a high-quality make. 

           4. Gifts for a Cause

While we’re giving and receiving gifts this holiday season,  
it’s important to remember to give back to those less  
fortunate than us. When making your holiday purchases, 
consider buying from a company that donates the proceeds  
to a worthy cause. 838 Boutique carries items from Hudson  
Strong Foundation, which puts together care packages 
for families experiencing childhood cancer. 
 “It’s amazing when your gift is more than just a gift. 
This is a gift that pays it forward,” Beyer said. 

Once you hear the sleigh bells ringing, the snow 
plows chugging down the street, and clinking mugs 
of hot chocolate and eggnog, it’s far too late to be 
thinking about holiday shopping. 
 It’s never too early to start thinking about gathering  
presents for your loved ones, and you don’t have 
to travel far to fulfill everyone’s wish list this year. 
Three Bettendorf businesses are ready to help make 
your family’s holiday dreams come true. 
 Shop local and spread holiday cheer with these 
gifts from 838 Boutique, Peaceful Style Boutique, 
and Wallace’s Garden Center.

1

2 4

The Best  
Christmas Buys  

I N  B E T T E N D O R F

By: Macey Spensley 
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1-mile
5k
5-mile
Little Turkey Runs
Volunteer
Support local students,
families and seniors!families and seniors!

For more info and
to register visit us
at ymcaimv.org or
scan the code:

Join us for the BEST  Thanksgiving 
Day Tradition since stuffing & gravy!  
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800-367-1134
melfosterco.com

Three additions in
Century Heights are now
open to build your home.

Use your own builder or ask
your Mel Foster Co. agent to
connect you to a builder that
is a match for your vision.

Schedule a tour of
available lots today.

Bettendorf Lots
NowAvailable

CENTURYHEIGHTS

PEACEFUL STYLE BOUTIQUE 

1. Drink Bombs with a Glass 

If your loved one enjoys an adult drink in the bathtub, 
these drink bombs will bring the experience to a new 
level. Choose your flavor, such as sweet tart or prosecco rose, 
add sparking water and your choice of alcohol, and watch 
as your fizzy drink bomb becomes a delicious cocktail. 
For the mocktail drinkers, these recipes can easily be 
made without the alcohol and taste just as yummy.

“The owner of the business is so fun. She said, ‘my kid 
had a drink, my other kid was in the bath, and I realized, 
a drink and a bath bomb…a drink bomb!” said Peaceful 
Style Boutique co-owner Chris Slavens. 

        2. A Gift that Inspires

It can be hard to know what to say to comfort a loved one 
experiencing something difficult. Buy them a gift that 
says everything for you. The Little Words Project creates 
beaded bracelets with an inspiring word or phrase, such 
as “strength” or “keep going.” The bracelet owner registers 
it on the company’s website, then passes it on to someone 
new when they no longer need it. 

“You can see who’s transferred each bracelet to each 
person. You get to pass on the kindness,” said Peaceful 
Style Boutique co-owner Linda Mowbray. 

                      3. School Pride Swag 

Whether you’re buying for a supportive grandma or a 
college-sports superfan, you can’t go wrong with clothing 
that supports someone’s favorite school. Peaceful Style 
carries cups, hats, and more for Pleasant Valley Schools, 
Bettendorf Schools, University of Iowa, and Iowa State 
University. Your loved one will cheer even louder knowing 
how stylish they look. 

“Both the hats and the cups are made locally. People 
really love them,” said Mowbray. 

  4. Quirky Candles 

Homesick candles are the perfect gift for those who have 
moved away from home. With a simple, subtle design, 
these candles call to mind the scents of our peaceful, 
easy-going state. Their inventory also includes holiday 
scents and scents related to milestone celebrations, like 
marriage. They even sell candles that incorporate scents 
from locations like Wrigley Field or Busch Stadium, trans-
porting you to a beautiful, sunny date at the ball field. 

“I sent this to my son who moved to Florida,” Slavens said. 
“They have that on their bookshelf to remind them of home.” 

4

3

1

2
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Davenport, IA
563-355-7712

Moline, IL
309-517-3889

Muscatine, IA
563-264-9406
www.audiologyconsultants.com

Geneseo, IL
309-944-9181

WALLACE’S GARDEN CENTER

        1. Unique Christmas Ornaments

If your loved one really gets into the Christmas 
spirit, they’ll love receiving a limited edition 
ornament for their tree. Wallace’s Garden Center 
commissions these hand-painted Quad-Cities 
ornaments each year. The past few years, they’ve 
featured both the new and old I-74 bridge, as well 
as the skylines from Moline and Davenport. 

“You can’t buy these anywhere else,” said 
Wallace’s Garden Center General Manager Kate 
Terrell. “A lot of people buy them for others that 
have moved out of town or empty nesters whose 
kids live somewhere else.” 

   2.Crafts and Games for Kids

Keep the kids busy this holiday season. Wallace’s 
carries a variety of craft projects for all of the 
cousins to dive into, such as making bird houses 
or painting yard gnomes. A holiday table runner 
that the little ones can color keeps the table clean, 
the kids occupied, and Grandma excited with her 
adorable new gift. When they need a little mental 
stimulation, try trivia for kids or a “would you 
rather” game.

“These little tiny games are great for stocking 
stuffers or to bring in the car as you road trip to 
relatives,” Terrell said. 

1
2
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(563) 323-9999
LASIKinquiries@eyesurgeonspc.com

ESAEYECARE.COM

Think outside the box and give the
unexpected gift of LASIK to eliminate
or reduce the need for glasses.

Present your loved one with a LASIK
gift package, including a free consultation
and surgery. You pay for the gift when
surgery is scheduled.

Give the gift of LASIK and leave the
shopping and wrapping to Eye Surgeons.

LASIK
AGIFTTO
REMEMBER

LASIK may not be suitable for all patients. Individual
results may vary. The informed consent document

will provide you with the benefits and risks of surgery.

3. Charcuterie Supplies

Some of the best moments at family get-togethers 
occur when everyone’s standing in the kitchen and 
grazing on snacks before the meal is ready. Spice 
up the snack options with flavors like raspberry 
honey mustard and hatch chile ranch dressing. The 
host will love receiving high-quality charcuterie 
supplies that they don’t have to provide. Add in a 
Bettendorf, Iowa board to display the snacks, perfect 
for those who have moved away from the area. 

“My friend’s parents live in Florida, and they 
took one of these boards and had their name 
engraved on it so now it hangs on a post in their 
home,” Terrell said. 

     4.Plants and Plant Care

The loved one with a green thumb will ask for 
plant-related things anyway, so you might as well 
get ahead of the game. A We the Wild plant care 
box has all the supplies they need to keep their 
plants strong and healthy at a great value. Even 
better, buy them a new plant to add to their 
collection—poinsettias are a perfect holiday plant 
for the occasion. 

“We grow about 12,000 poinsettias,” Terrell said. 
“People often don’t know that you can tell what color 
it’s going to be by looking at the stem. Red stem 
means the leaves will turn red, and green stems 
will turn white.” 

4

3
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When founders William and Joseph 
Bettendorf moved their iron wagon 
business to the area at the beginning of  
the 20th century, a mere 440 citizens  
called the city home, which was then 
named Gilbert before they voted  
for the name change in 1903. The 
population has since grown to nearly 
40,000 people. 
 A growing city has growing needs, 
and as technology continues to 
evolve at a rapid pace, Sharp is tasked 
with finding and utilizing new tools 
to keep the Bettendorf community  
connected and informed. Sharp 
started the brand new position in 

June, and has since been building the 
communications framework within  
the Bettendorf city government to 
enable channels of communication 
between city workers and citizens. 
 As she moves forward in her role, 
Sharp is hoping to tell the world of the 
story of Bettendorf, both of the past 
and future, and to ensure citizens  
are fully aware of events happening 
in their city and how their tax dollars 
are being used. 

FOR THE LOVE OF CITIES
After Angie and her communications  
team attended a conference held 

in Portland, Oregon this fall, she  
returned with a framework that  
coincided with the purpose of her 
position. 
 “We took one session called ‘For 
the Love of Cities.’ It basically talked  
about how to love your city and 
where you live, and how to really 
show that off to the other people who 
live there, too,” Sharp explained. 
 The session leaders taught  
conference attendees that building  
a great place means ensuring a 
city is five things: functional, safe,  
comfortable, connected and fun. 
 “We want to make sure we  
remind everyone that Bettendorf is a  
functional and safe place to be, but 
it’s also a fun place, and you can feel 
connected and comfortable here,” 
Sharp said. 
 Sharp sees her place as a  
communication facilitator as integral  
to place-making. She’s had the  
opportunity to establish a monthly 
communications committee meeting  
that enhances understanding of  
operations across city departments. 
 “Collaboration is key when it 
comes to making sure your city is 
successful and a great place to live, 
work, and play,” Sharp said. 
 Her team focuses on not only  
getting information to the citizens, 
but getting the important information  
to as many people as possible 

Engaging a Community:  
C A T C H I N G  U P  W I T H  A N G I E  S H A R P

By: Macey Spensley

The city of Bettendorf turns 120 years old in 2023. Its rapid transformation is a complex, compelling  

narrative that Community Engagement Manager Angie Sharp and her team are developing new ways to tell.

The development of the I-74 Bridge has symbol of the 
growth and acceleration in Bettendorf. 
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through as many channels as  
possible, as well as ensuring those 
citizens are able to communicate 
back to their government. 
 “When you have an engaged  
community, you have a community 
that cares about one another, and 
you have a community that takes 
care of one another,” Sharp said. 

FUNCTIONAL AND CONNECTED
Social media continues to be an  
effective tool for organizations and  
businesses to disseminate information,  
but the fact remains that it’s not  
accessible to every person. While she 
lauds the effective tactics of using 
the Quad-City Times or stuffed fliers 
in utility bills, she’s always searching 
for more ways to reach every person 
in Bettendorf. 
 “We’re really trying to make sure 
that we are reaching citizens in more 
than just one way,” said Sharp. 
 One of those tools is Alert Iowa, an 
alert system provided by the Scott 
County Emergency Management 
Agency. Residents can subscribe to 
Alert Iowa to receive phone calls, 
emails, or texts about important alerts 
such as severe weather warnings.  
The city of Bettendorf has partnered  
with the agency to create their 
own alert lists for things such as 
road construction, city events, and  
community developments.
 Recently, the team purchased a drone  
with plans to expand their creative 
video capabilities.  Sharp wants the  
residents to also have a hand in forming  
these modes of communication along  
with her team.
 “We want to hear how we can connect  
with you and better engage and 
make sure that if you want to be  
engaged, we’re getting that information  
to you,” she said. “We’re making sure 
that we’re meeting people where 
they’re at.” 

SAFE, COMFORTABLE, AND FUN
Population growth and an expanded tax  
base has allowed the city of Bettendorf  
to continuously grow and improve 
their municipal services. Parks and 
recreation maintains over 650 acres 
of park and recreation trail; public 
works ensures garbage is picked up 
seamlessly throughout the expanding  
residential areas; economic develop-
ment welcomes new businesses and 
encourages revitalization throughout  
the community.  
 While the grind of government 
work carries on, Sharp wants the 
community to know of the fun 
events the city has planned as well. 

Frozen Landing

Frozen Landing, Bettendorf’s outdoor  
family ice rink, is scheduled to open 
on November 25th, 2022. The ice rink 
offers skating for all ages throughout 
the winter months. Skating lessons 
are offered for both kids and adults. 
Skate rentals are available. 

‘Tis the Season

On December 4th, Quad-City seniors  
are invited to the Waterfront Convention  
Center for a holiday celebration. Seniors  
can enjoy music and dancing from 
local talent and refreshments served 
by Bettendorf City Council and city 
staff. Attendees are asked to register 
for the free event. 

The Family Museum and Bettendorf 
Public Library

Sharp recommends residents check 
out events held at at the Family  
Museum and Bettendorf Public  
Library as they look to get out of the 
cold this winter season. Families  
with young children can attend  
preschool story time throughout the 
week or attend a STEAM workshop at 
the Creation Studio. The Imagination  

Studio at the Family Museum will 
keep children of all ages busy for 
hours. 

City Citizen Academy

Bettendorf citizens can get a glimpse  
into the city’s operations through an  
8-week crash course. Bettendorf 101:  
Citizen Academy explores how each city  
department functions. Participants 
are able to visit different city sites, 
such as the waste water plant and 
recycling center. A “graduation”  
celebration will take place at the end 
of the course. The course is free, and 
participants must be at least 18 years 
old and a resident of Bettendorf. 

For more Bettendorf events, check out 
the city calendar at Bettendorf.org or the  
community calendar at bettevents.org. 
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1828 3rd Ave, Rock Island
309-786-7733, ext. 2 • Circa21.com

In this Irving Berlin
classic, two World
War II vets have
become partners
in a song-and-
dance act after the
war. Looking for
love, they follow
a duo of beautiful
singing sisters to a gig at a lodge in Vermont. The
classic holiday movie is brought to life onstage,
�lled with dancing, laughter, and some of the
greatest songs ever written. This promises to be a
merry and bright theatrical experience for all ages.

Nov. 9 – Dec. 30

This classic, family favorite
returns this holiday season!

Make Your Holiday
Shopping Easy!

y
Shopping Easy! GIFT CERTIFI

This special gift certificate for

compliments of
This certificate admits two guests for dinner and show.

No other discounts apply. This is not refundable for cash andmust be used in one visit.

It is not valid for special attractions, opening nights or New Years Eve.

Gratuity is not included. This certificate expires
309-786-7733, Ext. 2

1828 3rd Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201

www.circa21.com
Reservations are required. Please call or stop by

the theatre and have this certificate with you.

GIFT CERTIFICATE

This special gift certificate for

compliments of
This certificate admits one guest for dinner and show.

No other discounts apply. This is not refundable for cash andmust be used in one visit.

It is not valid for special attractions, opening nights or New Years Eve.

Gratuity is not included. This certificate expires
309-786-7733, Ext. 2

1828 3rd Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201

www.circa21.com
Reservations are required. Please call or stop by

the theatre and have this certificate with you.

GIFT CERTIFICATE

This special gift certificate for

Compliments of

This certificate has a value of

and is yours to apply toward

any of the fine presentations at Circa ’21 Dinner Playhouse.

This certificate expires
No other discounts apply. This is not refundable for cash.

309-786-7733, Ext. 2

1828 3rd Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201

www.circa21.com
Reservations are required. Please call or stop by

the theatre and have this certificate with you.

March 30 – April 22, 2023

June 6-24, 20231828 3rd Ave., Rock Island, IL

www.circa21.com

309-786-7733 x 2

This certi�cate admits one guest for one of these delightful musicals!

No other discounts apply. This is not refundable for cash and must be used in one visit. It is valid for one show-only performa

above children’s shows through June 24, 2023. Reservations are required. Please have this certicate with you when making reservations.
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trictions are listed on the back)

When you want to give the
extraordinary, choose a
Circa ’21 Gift Certificate.

Mainstage, children’s theatre
& concerts — There’s something
for every budget and interest!

Just call the Ticket Office!

Children’s Theatre
After 1,000 years of
faithful service, Santa
Claus has decided to
retire. Nick is in for the
adventure of his life as he
prepares to take over the
reins to Santa’s sleigh.

Nov. 25 – Dec. 18
Brunch and Show-only performances availableKids enjoy a winter wonderland at Frozen 

Landing.

Bettendorf City Hall is constantly evolving 
to support the city's growing population.
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DO MORE
EARLY
DAYS AT
THE PARK.

TBKBank.com

Sometimes, those sunny days come calling.

That’s why we stand behind you with all the

solutions and personal service you need to stay

in touch with your money—no matter where the

park takes you. Do Life Your Way.

Online Banking | Mobile App* | Zelle®
*Your wireless carrier may charge for text or data usage when using TBK Bank Mobile App. TBK Bank, SSB, Member FDIC.



Join us today and discover an array of amenities as well

and welcoming atmosphere.

563.275.3904
FountainsSeniorLiving.com | 3726 Thunder Ridge Rd, Bettendorf, IA 52722

• Chef-prepared dining experiences
• Transportation to shopping,
events and medical appointments

• 24/7 Emergency response system
• Housekeeping and laundry services
•

• Private and secure,
underground parking

• Planned activities and outings
• Individualized levels of
personal care

• Beauty salon/barber shop

CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!

- Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care -

as beautifully designed apartments, a passionate staff




