
 

St. Thomas More 
 

8 days / 6 nights 
 
In 1520, Robert Whittington aptly described St. Thomas More: “More is a man of an angel’s wit and singular learning… 
And, as time requireth, a man of marvelous mirth and pastimes, and sometime of as sad gravity. A man for all seasons.” 
Thomas More was beatified by Pope Leo XIII in 1886 and canonised, with John Fisher, on May 19, 1935 by Pope Pius 
XI. As we journey to England, enjoying the beauty and grandeur of London and her near surroundings, to pay homage to a 
saint who held on to his religious convictions with great dignity in the face of ruin and death, we will come away with a 
deeper appreciation for the courage and convictions of this “man of all seasons,” St. Thomas More. We may even return 
with a desire to live our own lives more courageously. 
 
Day 1: USA to London ____________________________________________________  
Had we been master of such a servant, we would rather have lost the best city of our 
dominions than such a worthy councillor (Emperor Charles V when learning of the 
execution of St. Thomas More).  
 

Our journey begins with an overnight flight to London, England. 
 
Day 2: London __________________________________________________________  
St. Thomas More was greatly admired by the Anglican writer, Jonathan Swift, who wrote 
that More was "a person of the greatest virtue this kingdom ever produced". 
 

Welcome to a city described as “the flower of Cities all” (William Dunbar). Today’s 
panoramic tour of London includes Kensington and Knightsbridge, exclusive districts 
known for their shopping, museums, and wealthy residential areas (the local motto of 
Kensington is Quam Bonum in Unum Habitare, which translates approximately as 'How 
good it is to dwell in unity'). We’ll also enjoy seeing London’s West End, famous for its 
illustrious shops, entertainment, and beauty. We’ll behold Marble Arch and Hyde Park, 
divided by the Serpentine (a recreational lake making it contiguous with Kensington 
Gardens) and noted for its Speaker’s Corner where public speaking, debate and 
discussion take place openly and freely. We’ll explore Pass Whitehall and Trafalgar 
Square with Nelson's Column (guarded by four lion statues at its base), and proceed past 
Big Ben (the largest four-faced chiming clock and third tallest free-standing clock tower 
in the world; it celebrated its 150th anniversary in May 2009, and first ticked on May 31, 
1859), the Houses of Parliament, and Buckingham Palace, the official London residence 
of the British monarch. Depending on our timing, we may see the Changing of the Guard 
(the guard is changed daily at both Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle from April to 
July, and from August to March, the guard is changed on alternate days). There will be 
ample leisure time to take in a museum, enjoy a shopping excursion, or simply sit quietly 
at an outdoor venue to absorb the energy and atmosphere of this “flower of all cities” 
before we meet for dinner and enjoy an overnight stay. 
 
Day 3: London __________________________________________________________  
He may come to be counted the greatest Englishman, or at least the greatest historical 
character in English history (The English Roman Catholic writer, G. K. Chesterton, 
regarding St. Thomas More). 
 

Our marvelous tour of London continues this morning as we will explore St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, which sits on ground long held sacred as it is the fourth cathedral to occupy 
this site. The present cathedral was designed by Sir Christopher Wren, whose original, 
grander plan met with considerable resistance. Although a compromise, the architecture 
of St. Paul’s still reflects the grandeur of Wren's design; it was the tallest building in 
London from 1710 to 1962 and is still the highest point in the city, and its enormous 
dome is among the highest in the world second only to St. Peter’s in Rome. We’ll also 



 

visit Westminster Cathedral, which, with its striking red brick, stone towers, and bell 
tower (at almost 270 feet, the view from the top is breathtaking), is often overlooked by 
many visitors to London. The site on which the cathedral now stands originally belonged 
to the Benedictine monks who also founded Westminster Abbey. Over eons of time, the 
Westminster Cathedral has been used as a market, a garden, a waste dump, and a prison, 
but since the latter part of the 19th century, it has belonged to the Catholic Church. With 
its Byzantine design, it is quite unique among London’s other cathedrals. Next we’ll be 
treated to a tour of sites related to the rich life of Thomas More, including Westminster 
Hall (visitors to the Houses of Parliament at the Palace of Westminster will notice a 
plaque in the middle of the floor commemorating More's trial for treason and 
condemnation to execution; further, this building would have been well known to More, 
who served as Speaker of the House of Commons prior to becoming Lord Chancellor of 
England), his home and estate along the Thames: Crosby Hall (confiscated by the Crown 
from his wife Alice after his execution), and Chelsea Old Church (an Anglican church on 
Old Church Street whose southern chapel was commissioned by More and in which he 
sang with his parish choir). Outside the church, facing the Thames, is a statue by L. 
Cubitt Bevis erected in 1969, commemorating More as “saint”, “scholar”, and 
“statesman.” The back of the statue displays More’s coat-of-arms. In the same 
neighborhood, on Upper Cheyne Row, is the Catholic Church of the Holy Saviour and St. 
Thomas More, which honors him according to the Church he defended with his life. 
We’ll also see Thomas More’s birthplace and the school where he studied law (Lincoln’s 
Inn, one of the Inns of Court) and remained until he was called to the bar. Tonight we’ll 
enjoy dinner and another overnight stay in London. 
 
Day 4: London __________________________________________________________  
In 2000, Pope John Paul II declared More the "heavenly patron of statesmen and 
politicians…" 
 

Today in London, we’ll first visit Lambeth Palace. Located on the south bank of the 
River Thames a short distance upstream of the Palace of Westminster and on the opposite 
shore, it is the official London residence of the Archbishop of Canterbury in England and 
was acquired by the archbishopric around 1200. We’ll also take in “Her Majesty’s Royal 
Palace and Fortress,” more commonly known as Tower of London, founded towards the 
end of 1066 as part of the Norman Conquest of England. The White Tower, which gives 
the entire castle its name, was built by William the Conqueror in 1078, and played a 
prominent role in English history, serving variously as an armoury, a treasury, a 
menagerie, the home of the Royal Mint, a public records office, and a prison. The peak 
period of the castle’s use as a prison was the 16th and 17th centuries, when many famous 
figures including Thomas More, Anne Boleyn, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Elizabeth I 
(before she became queen) were all held within its walls and some, including Thomas 
More and Anne Boleyn, were executed. Thomas More was executed July 6, 1535, on a 
scaffold erected on Tower Hill, just outside the Tower of London. A plaque and small 
garden commemorate the famed execution site and all those who were executed there. 
Many, like Thomas More, were religious martyrs or prisoners of conscience. More’s 
body, minus his head, was unceremoniously buried in an unmarked grave in the Royal 
Chapel of St. Peter Ad Vincula, within the walls of the Tower of London. It was the 
custom for traitors executed at Tower Hill to be buried in the mass grave beneath this 
chapel, which is accessible to Tower visitors. When Thomas More came to mount the 
steps to the scaffold, he is widely quoted as saying, “I pray you, I pray you, Mr. 
Lieutenant, see me safe up and for my coming down, I can shift for myself”. Also while 
on the scaffold, he declared that he died “the king's good servant, but God's first.” 
Finally, he is believed to have told the executioner that his beard was completely 
innocent of any crime, and did not deserve the axe; he then positioned his beard so that it 



 

would not be harmed. After a full day and much to consider, we’ll gather for dinner and 
once again, enjoy an overnight stay in London. 
 
Day 5: Oxford ___________________________________________________________  
Plato by a goodly similitude declareth, why wise men refrain to meddle in the 
commonwealth. For when they see the people swarm into the streets, and daily wet to the 
skin with rain, and yet cannot persuade them to go out of the rain, they do keep 
themselves within their houses, seeing they cannot remedy the folly of the people (Utopia: 
Concerning the Best State of a Commonwealth, Thomas More). 
 

Thomas More spent the years 1490 to 1492 as a page in the household service of John 
Morton, the Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord Chancellor of England. Because Morton 
thought highly of the young More, he nominated him for a place at Oxford University 
where More began his studies in 1492. More received a classical education at Oxford 
becoming proficient in both Greek and Latin. (He also took a serious interest in the 
education of women, an attitude that was highly unusual at the time. Believing women to 
be just as capable of academic accomplishment as men, More insisted upon giving his 
daughters the same classical education as was given to his son.) Today we take a full-day 
excursion to ancient Oxford, the beautiful “City of Dreaming Spires” (coined by Matthew 
Arnold to describe the harmonious architecture of Oxford University’s buildings) along 
the Thames River and made prominent by being the oldest university in the English-
speaking world. We’ll visit Christ Church Cathedral (originally St. Frideswide's Priory), 
the smallest cathedral in England and the seat of the Bishop of Oxford. Christ Church 
Cathedral played an interesting part in the series of events which would surround the life 
and death of Thomas More who was arrested for treason and executed for publicly 
refusing to uphold Henry's annulment from Catherine of Aragon (Henry VIII wanted the 
marriage annulled because she could not provide him with a male heir and so he could 
marry Anne Boleyn). The present church, constructed between 1160 and 1200 by 
Augustinian monks, attracted pilgrims throughout the Middle Ages. One such pilgrim 
was Catherine of Aragon, wife of King Henry VIII, who came to pray for a son in 1518. 
In 1525, at the height of his power, Thomas Cardinal Wolsey, Lord Chancellor of 
England and Archbishop of York, suppressed the St. Frideswide's Priory and founded 
"Cardinal College" on its land. He planned a grand establishment but fell from grace in 
1529 before the college was completed. In 1532 the college was refounded as "King 
Henry VIII's College" by Henry VIII. Then in 1546 the King, who had broken from the 
Church of Rome and acquired great wealth through the dissolution of the monasteries in 
England, refounded the college as Christ Church College. Finally, as part of the 
reorganization of the Church of England, the former priory church became the cathedral 
of the recently created diocese of Oxford. After our visit to Oxford, we return to London 
for dinner and an overnight stay. 
 
Day 6: Windsor Castle ____________________________________________________  
For men use, if they have an evil turn, to write it in marble: and whoso doth us a good 
turn, we write it in dust (Richard III and His Miserable End, Thomas More). 
 

Today we’ll find ourselves in Windsor Castle, a medieval castle and royal residence in 
Windsor in the county of Berkshire, notable for its long association with the British royal 
family (it is the longest-occupied palace in Europe) and for its architecture. The castle's 
lavish, early 19th century State Apartments are architecturally significant (described by 
art historian Hugh Roberts as “a superb and unrivalled sequence of rooms widely 
regarded as the finest and most complete expression of later Georgian taste”). The castle 
also includes the 15th century St. George's Chapel, considered by historian John 
Robinson to be “one of the supreme achievements of English Perpendicular Gothic” 
design. More than 500 people live and work in Windsor (Windsor Castle occupies more 
than thirteen acres and combines the features of a fortification, a palace, and a small 



 

town), making it the largest inhabited castle in the world. A major fire lasting for fifteen 
hours and causing widespread damage occurred at Windsor Castle on November 20, 
1992. The Private Chapel in the northeast corner of the State Apartments was being 
renovated and it is believed that one of the spotlights being used in the work set fire to a 
curtain by the altar. Two major issues emerged following the fire: a political debate in 
Britain as to who should pay for the repairs (restoration work would be paid for by 
opening Buckingham Palace to the public at selected times of the year, and by 
introducing new charges for public access to the parkland surrounding Windsor), and a 
discussion regarding how to repair the castle (a decision was made to largely follow the 
pre-fire architecture with some changes to reflect modern tastes). One historical side 
note: the castle was besieged in 1214, and King John used the castle as his base during 
the negotiations before the signing of the Magna Carta. From Windsor Castle, we’ll head 
to Hampton Court, a royal palace located 11.7 miles southwest of Charing Cross and 
upstream of Central London on the River Thames. Although the palace was originally 
built around 1514 for Cardinal Wolsey, in 1529, as Wolsey fell from favor, the palace 
was passed to the King, who enlarged it. During the Tudor period, the palace was the 
scene of many historic events. In 1537, the King's much desired male heir, the future 
Edward VI, was born at the palace and the child's mother, Jane Seymour, died there two 
weeks later. Four years afterwards, while attending Mass in the palace's chapel, the King 
was informed of his fifth wife's adultery. The Queen, Catherine Howard, was then 
confined to her room for a few days before being sent to the tower. Legend claims she 
briefly escaped her guards and ran through The Haunted Gallery to beg Henry for her life 
but she was recaptured. According to legend, the ghost of Catherine Howard is still 
present in the Haunted Gallery. Staff have reported hearing screaming and crying and 
even the thumping on the chapel doors! Furthermore, Jane Seymour (Henry VIII’s third 
wife) is said to appear holding a candle on the anniversary of her son Edward VI's birth 
and silently walking towards his bedroom. Other ghosts include Henry VIII himself and 
Edward VI’s nurse. Ghost stories aside, the Hampton Court Palace, cared for by an 
independent charity, Historic Royal Palaces, is open to the public, and a major tourist 
attraction. Tonight we’ll enjoy dinner and another overnight stay in London. 
 
Day 7: London – Excursion to Canterbury ___________________________________  
Trouthe is the hyeste thing that men may kepe (Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales, “The 
Franklin’s Tale,” l. 1479). 
 

Today’s destination is Canterbury, thought by many to be the spiritual capital of England. 
The city has long been an important site of pilgrimage, even before Geoffrey Chaucer 
wrote his famous Canterbury Tales. In fact the city’s religious history began in the 6th 
century when Rome sent St. Augustine to England to convert the Anglo-Saxons to 
Christianity. Augustine became the first Archbishop of Canterbury in the year 598 and is 
considered the "Apostle to the English" and a founder of the English Church. We’ll have 
the wonderful opportunity to experience the majestic architecture and rich history of 
Canterbury Cathedral, one of the oldest and most famous Christian structures in England. 
Its real splendor can be found in its wonderful details - from medieval stained glass 
(circling around the ambulatory are eight windows depicting the Miracles of St. Thomas 
Becket) to inlaid marble roundels representing the signs of the zodiac, months of the year, 
and virtues/vices in the beautifully restored floor of the Trinity Chapel. Canterbury is also 
important because St. Thomas Becket, another Archbishop of Canterbury, was murdered 
in the cathedral in 1170 at the hands of the king's knights. Miracles were reported around 
his tomb almost immediately and it soon became one of the most important pilgrimage 
destinations in Europe. Time permitting, we’ll also tour St. Dunstan’s Church, an 
Anglican parish church in Canterbury, the final resting place of the head of Thomas 
More, which was rescued by his beloved daughter Margaret Roper and sealed in the 
Roper family vault beneath the altar of the Nicholas Chapel, to the right of the church's 



 

sanctuary or main altar. The walls of the chapel gleam with impressive stained glass 
(donated by the Roman Catholic Church) to commemorate major events in More's life. 
Down and across the street from the parish the facade of the former home of Margaret 
Roper and her husband William Roper survives and is marked by a small plaque. After 
our guided tour of the Canterbury Cathedral and St. Dunstan’s Church, we’ll have some 
free time to explore Canterbury (the city has many charming old-town streets offering 
excellent shopping alongside medieval sites such as a city wall founded in Roman times) 
before returning to London hotel for a farewell dinner and our last overnight stay. 
 
Day 8: London - USA _____________________________________________________  
Historian Hugh Trevor-Roper said in 1977 that More was "the first great Englishman 
whom we feel that we know, the most saintly of humanists, the most human of saints, the 
universal man of our cool northern renaissance. 
 

We leave our hotel and head for the airport to return to the USA. 
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