
 

 

 
 
 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE & LAND USE WORKING GROUP 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

September 24, 2020 MEETING 

 
PARTICIPANTS: 

• Working Group Co-Chair- Troy 
Walker, Mayor, Draper City 

• Working Group Co-Chair-Jim Russell, 
Executive Director, DFCM 

• Alan Matheson, Executive Director, The 
Point 

• Ted Knowlton, Deputy Director, 
Wasatch Front Regional Council 

• Wilf Sommerkorn, Utah Land Use 
Institute 

• Shawn Seager, Director of Regional 
Planning, Mountainland Association of 
Governments 

• Andrew Gruber, Executive Director, 
Wasatch Front Regional Council 

• Christina Oliver, Community 
Development Director, Draper City 

• Don Whyte, Vice President of Planning, 
Deseret Cattle and Citrus 

• Eric Rasband, Region Three Planning 
Manager, Utah Department of 
Transportation 

• Grant Crowell, Economic Development 
and Planning Director, Bluffdale City 

• Grant Farnsworth, Region Two 
Planning Manager, Utah Department of 
Transportation 

• Hugh Van Wagenen, Active 
Transportation Planner, Wasatch Front 
Regional Council 

• Kyle Pasley, Director of Real Estate 
Development, School and Institutional 
Trust Lands Administration 

• Don Whyte, Vice President of Planning, 
Deseret Cattle & Citrus 

• George Shaw, Community 
Development Director, South Jordan 
City 

• Jake Young, Planning Program 
Manager, Salt Lake County 

• Laura Hanson, Planning Director, Utah 
Transit Authority  

• Soren Simonsen, Executive Director, 
Jordan River Commission 

• Steven Kellenberg, Planning 
Coordinator, The Point 

• 801-XXX-XX43

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

• Co-Chair Mayor Troy Walker 
o Welcomed and introduced participants 

 
• Director Matheson gave a recap of the press conference and subsequent media coverage for 

The Point.  

o Highlighted the nearly 14 stories in the media that addressed The Point positively. 
o Discussed the survey and how it gives the public an opportunity to share input and 

their priorities in preparation for master planning, with a terrific response rate of over 
1,700. 

o Working groups garnered a lot of attention in the media, stressing the importance of 
having Utah’s best and brightest minds contributing to this project in this way. 

o Highlighted the solicitation process, and the ambitious aim to have the finalists by the 
end of October.  

o Finalists will be given some time to discuss their ideas, with a final presentation 
including their full teams and their proposed cost for the work.  

o The goal? Have a team in place by the end of December, with a contract in place for 
the next year.  

o The solicitation that has been put together includes the input from the working 
groups, addressed in key vision elements that must be addressed by the applicants. 

o Highlighted the pre-submittal meeting that had over 107 participants, representing 42 
firms across the country. High level of interest generated. 

• Director Matheson turned the time over to each subgroup for their presentations: 

o Placemaking Subgroup -  

 Ted Knowlton presented a document outlining the opportunities at the site 

• Proximity to the Jordan River 

• Regional infrastructure nexus 

• Opportunity for high-level of connectivity, in all forms, with the 
community 

 Discussed the key components of the development that will ensure that The 
Point becomes a vibrant, mixed-use community 

• Fine grained urbanism 
• A real alternative to downtown Salt Lake City urbanism 
• Space-efficient with parking 
• Unity of design  



 

 

 Highlighted some bold ideas and iconic features that could be components of 
The Point 

• Real, walkable retail main street 
• Iconic urban plaza 
• Tribute to Prison historical site use 
• A launching point for transit connections to the slopes, access to the 

outdoors being an overarching theme of The Point 

o The potential for big ideas including view corridors in the 
orientation of streets and plazas, kayaking waterways, etc. 

 Ted Knowlton addressed a conversation with the entire working group, 
discussing the strategic nature of The Point and its walkability  

 Soren Simonsen discussed the hierarchy of streets in the fine-grained 
urbanism approach, recognizing some streets that have more of a utility 
function for service and delivery vehicles while also focusing on pedestrian-
only networks 

o Transportation Subgroup -  

 Hugh Van Wagenen presented a document that outlines the key themes and 
opportunities of The Point: 

• Build on existing plans and resources 

• Multi-modal transportation options 

• Good transportation-land use connections to minimize the need for 
commuting 

 Because this is a blank slate, the internal and external connectivity is crucial. 
Setting expectations from the get-go to the public and with business owners is 
helpful at this stage. 

 Existing recreational amenities in Draper will be important to connect to and 
integrate with The Point 

 Transportation modes and methods will be integral to plan into the design of 
the site from the beginning, balancing goals of traffic mitigation, air quality, 
transportation affordability, and access to and through the site. 

 Idea of UTA connecting a line through The Point to facilitate world-class 
transit for the site 

 Shawn Seager emphasized the importance of thinking regionally, benefiting 
the region and not just the site itself 

 Jake Young highlighted the job growth opportunities at the site, which can 
improve the region by taking less stress off of the Salt Lake area  



 

 

o Non-Transportation Infrastructure Subgroup - 

 Soren Simonsen presented a document outlining the guiding principle of 
creating a 21st-Century Model Development anticipating where we’re going, 
not just where we’ve been.  

• Wet utilities: water, sewer, pressurized irrigation, storm water 
• Dry utilities: rooftop solar, small wind farm, natural gas 
• Technology infrastructure: fiber network, smart city technology, 

district scaled wireless 
• Green infrastructure: on-site stormwater retention, improve existing 

drainage infrastructure, wildlife corridors, green space 

 In regard to Jordan River connectivity, may need to work with partners to 
restore water levels 

 Secure bike and e-bike parking, improved sense of security and surveillance 

 Hugh Van Wagenen emphasized tree planting and green infrastructure, an 
urban forest plan 

• Director Matheson discussed the importance of trade-offs as the project moves forward, the 
necessity to make realistic decisions based in practical expectations and market realities 
 

• The Co-Chairs thanked working group members for their participation and concluded the 
meeting. 

 


