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Creativity in Santa Monica has taken many forms over the years. In the 1870s the city’s 

founders had the audacity to imagine (and try to build) a bustling railroad hub despite the 

fact that sheep vastly outnumbered human inhabitants. Their dream for Santa Monica 

wasn’t realized, but inventiveness continued to flow and brought another kind of city into 

being. By the 1920s the city was a scintillating playground for the rich, the famous, and 

anyone else looking for an escape from ordinary life at the profusion of beach clubs, dance-

halls, and pleasure piers all done up in fantasy architecture. Then, during World War II, the 

city directed its immense energy into a different kind of innovation. Now residents built 

state-of-the-art airplanes at the Douglas aircraft factory, with engineering genius Donald 

Douglas at the helm. This feverish productivity gave way to another kind of creativity in the 

mid- to late twentieth century as sports enthusiasts—including bodybuilders at Muscle 

Beach and skateboarders in Ocean Park—pioneered and refined new forms of physical 

expression that would gain popularity around the world. Around the same time, the city 

began attracting notice as a hotbed of political originality, cementing Santa Monica’s rep-

utation as a creative place in yet another way.

Throughout each of these periods, innovative people in many fields have found their way 

here, drawn to the openness and sense of possibility of the place. The artists represented 

in this show continue this history. Each has chosen Santa Monica as a place to create, 

and in creating each adds a unique element to the special vibrancy of this community. 

Their work represents both a tribute to a tradition of imagination and innovation and the 

promise of creativity to come.

Paula A. Scott
Historian and author of Santa Monica: A History on the Edge

Santa Monica is not your everyday small city—far from it. It is a place whose 

name resonates widely, a place where trends begin, a place of interest disproportionate to 

its small size. Throughout the city’s history it has been the creativity of the people who live 

here that has put Santa Monica on the cutting edge. This fertile combination of imagina-

tion and energy is carried on here with this show. 
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This exhibition, Emphasis Santa Monica, is focused on 

contemporary living artists who both live and work here. Many art-

ists have expressed, in their comments on Santa Monica, that what 

primarily attracts them to this part of the Southland is the light, the 

proximity to the Pacific Ocean and the tolerant community.

This exhibition, by necessity, will exclude many fine artists who either 

live here and have their studios elsewhere or who work here and have 

their homes elsewhere. I had to curtail many choices and exclude 

many excellent artists who work here or in the adjacent community.  

Maybe someday, when our envisioned museum will be built in our 

civic center, we can include ALL the Southland artists in a great exhi-

bition showing the riches and great talent that resides in this area.

Santa Monica’s Main Street, 4th Street, Franklin Street and the Air-

port have had a long list of artists who found their inspiration work-

ing there. To mention a few: Richard Diebenkorn and his Ocean Park 

series influenced by the light, sea and sand; James Turrell who pio-

neered the idea of light as an art medium; Judy Chicago who created 

atmospheric pieces here; and of course Robert Irwin. Painters such 

as Ed Moses, Charles Garabedian, Arlene Hendler, Roberto Chavez, 

Curtis Hoekzema and innovators such as John Baldessari created in 

studios on Main Street for years. Many more found the light and the 

community of artists a source of inspiration.

This is an eclectic exhibition. Its intent is to show the variety of work 

being created NOW. At times the artist’s choice was persuasive and 

at times I intervened. The work presented in this exhibition is vibrant, 

good, and powerful.

There is no particular theme to the show. If there is any connection 

between works this is not the doing of the curator and is completely 

accidental. 

Bruria Finkel
Curator & Artist

The Pete & Susan Barrett Art Gallery is an important 

resource for both students and the community, exposing visitors to a wide range 

of contemporary art. Our gallery has a culturally varied program of exhibits that 

range from California artists, including the annual student and faculty shows, 

to international exhibits. They provide a valuable teaching tool for the faculty 

as well as a forum for hosting guest speakers in the arts. The gallery also gives 

students a first experience in exhibiting their art.

 

The gallery is part of SMC’s long history of excellence in preparing students for 

careers in the visual and performing arts, whether it is for professions in the 

entertainment industry, fine arts, dance, theater, music or photography. Each 

of these departments has many gifted alumni that have gone on to successful 

careers in the arts. 

 

It is exciting to celebrate the opening of Santa Monica College’s new perform-

ing arts campus and the Broad Stage performance hall with “Emphasis Santa 

Monica,” an exhibit of artists who live and work in this vibrant city. The art 

department and gallery would like to thank Bruria Finkel, guest curator, and the 

participating artists for this testament to their unique artistic visions.

Marian Winsryg
Director, Pete & Susan Barrett Art Gallery
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Because I love it , Santa Monica has been where I have 
lived and worked for more then fifty years. I have 
traveled much of the world and never found better light 
or a better place to be.

Don

   Bachardy 

Malcolm Boyd and Mark Thompson
Acrylic
23 x 29 inches
2006

Elena

    Allen 
Santa Monica is the inspiration behind my work: the arc 
of its sun-drenched sands, its bay’s kaleidoscopic 
colors and the dramatic exchanges of its roofs and high-
ways are the basis of my palette and imagery. 

Honky Tonk
Oil on canvas
24 x 30 inches
2007
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Jazz Series #10, Randomness and Structure 
Raw pigment and acrylic dispersion
44 x 44 inches
2007

Edith

    Baumann 

I make the surface of the painting breathe 
through a repetition of the same mark 
and transparent layering of pigment. I’m
interested in patterns that tap into the 
collective unconscious; patterns that open 
the viewer to their inner, deeper nature.

I may be the last artist on Main Street. Gentrification 
triumphs as usual. Since 1970 I have brought a lot 
of national and international attention to Santa Monica 
when I say it is where my studio is located. No longer. 
My address will be where condos are located. 
Thanks Santa Monica for your support!

John

   Baldessari 

Intersection Series: Boxer with Two Onlookers
Archival digital prints with crayon and tape on graph paper
17.75 x 17 inches
2002
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Annunciation
Collage, oil pastel, oil stick on canvas
8.5 x 11 inches
2005

Ruth

   Bornstein
Brought up in rural Wisconsin, I’ve lived in 
Santa Monica since 1980. I’m thankful 
that I can look out over my dense Ocean Park 
neighborhood and view the wide horizon 
of sea and sky. Thankful that I can walk down 
the hill to the shore, greeting other human 
beings along the way.  

Santa Monica is my village, my hometown 
and nest by the sea. Life is always highlighted 
on the edge of a continent.

Tony

   Berlant 

Greater Santa Monica
Printed tin collaged on plywood 
with steel brads
24 x 53.25 inches
2006
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Silence Speaks
Graphite on paper
Drawing: 14 x 10.5 inches
Framed: 33 x 27.5 inches
1975–1990

Bob

  Burchman

I have been living in Santa Monica since 
1990, having moved here from Laurel 
Canyon. Being generally 20 degrees cooler 
than in Hollywood, and being within 
walking distance of the beach makes all the 
difference to me. I love Santa Monica.

My artistic journey has taken me to a place 
that is about color and expressionism; 
it’s no coincidence that my physical journey, 
which brought me to Santa Monica 
11 years ago, was the catalyst that allowed 
me to discover this. 

Janet

    Bothne 

Pales by Comparison
Acrylic on paper
26 x 40 inches
2007
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Yellow Melon on an Apple Crate
Oil on linen canvas
42 x 32 inches
2000

John

   Clendening 

As an artist whose career is established in New York and 
Washington DC, Santa Monica’s unique landscape 
offers me a renewed opportunity to return to my love of 
plein air painting.

The daily synergy of air, light, ocean and spirit 
makes me grateful to be able to live and work 
in Santa Monica.     

Shirley

     Cannon 

Nest
Mixed media 
22 x 22 inches
2001
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Of Rituals II
Limestone, cedar
26 x 14 x 10 inches
2006

Judith

    Davies 
I have lived and worked in Santa Monica for the 
past 14 years. Back in the ’70s, as a struggling artist, 
I lived above a puppet shop on Main Street. 
My profession took me to New York, Italy and Boston, 
but Santa Monica is a wonderful city and so 
many interesting and talented people live here.

Using video, photography and installation, my narrative 
strategy has been  the conjunction of seemingly 
unrelated facts and stories that eventually add up to a 
complex whole. I am interested in relationships 
including: word/image, the familiar/the unknowable, 
cause/effect, surveillance/voyeurism, observer/
observed, reality/fiction, public/private.

Eileen

     Cowin 

from Your Whole Body is a Target
Color print
20 x 30 inches
2007
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I have been very fortunate to have lived in Santa 
Monica for over 20 years, thanks to the enlightened 
and supportive policies of the city council and 
the rent control board. Thank you Santa Monica!

Barbara

      Drucker

Auctioneer
India ink, acrylic on masonite panel
11 x 14 inches
2002

Jennifer

      Diener 
I am blessed to live by the beach in Santa Monica and 
to experience the daily drama of sky and sea. The 
variations on light and shadow are subtle and infinite, and 
it is thrilling to try to capture them in a photograph.

Arches – India
Digital photograph
13 x 9 inches
2007
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Sam

   Erenberg 
Some of my favorite places in Santa Monica are the Aero theater, 
Izzy’s Deli and the Santa Monica Pier.

Untitled III
Oil on canvas
26 x 26 inches 
2004

Thomas

    Eatherton

The people in the mall, the library, the Big Blue Bus, the 
sunlight, the trees, the ocean breeze! The culture here 
is very open to the future, and egalitarian, compared to 
other places.

Diamond 22
Colorspan giclee on canvas
44 x 44 inches
2000
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Babylon Dance Party
Charcoal and pastel on paper
24.75 x 18 inches
2007

Steve

    Galloway 
Santa Monica is a terrific place to live and 
work. I have done so for the last 31 years.

From Dawn to Sunset
Polaroids, oil crayon
4 x 4 inches each
2007–08

To me Santa Monica is Paradise.  
What gives me joy and keeps 
me involved in my community is 
all here. The light in my back 
yard is essential for my creations.

Bruria

     Finkel 
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Untitled, 2000
Laminated fiberglass cloth and resin; 
with stand or hanging hardware. 
30 x 46 x 62 inches 
2000 

Frank

    Gehry 

I’m having a hard time leaving it…

I feel that my Ocean Park neighborhood is 
the best of NY and LA combined and feel fortunate 
to be able to experience Santa Monica Bay 
on a daily basis and commute to work by foot and 
Spaniel via Ocean Front Walk.

Helen K.

      Garber 

Third Street Promenade
Selenium toned silver print
Framed: 26 x 32 inches
2003
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Stem Cell Ritual
Mixed media
39 x 29 x 29 inches
2005

Phyllis

     Green 
In August 1979 I moved to Los Angeles. I thought that 
Santa Monica was the best place to live in Southern 
California, and I found my first apartment here. Twenty 
years later I moved back to a wonderful house and 
studio, blocks from my first residence. 

I have been a resident artist and shown at many local 
galleries. I am proud to be a part of Santa Monica’s 
progressive community which supports a multicultural 
view of the arts. 

Greg

   Gioiosa 

Downward Grace
Mixed media
36 x 84 inches
2008
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Dunn Edwards II
Oil on canvas
14 x 18 inches
2006

Arleen

     Hendler 

The Pacific Ocean is right outside my windows 
and I awaken to an endless variety of spectacular 
sunrises. I’ve done some large beach paintings 
from this 7th floor vantage point—a real challenge 
as the subject is so inherently beautiful. 

Santa Monica is a great place to live, work and breathe 
amidst a vast ocean of talent. The only things missing are 
a little more rain and a lot less traffic.

Mark

   Hanauer 

Escalante #1
Photograph
32 x 40 inches
2004
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Jessica’s Grandma
Digital collage
24 x 36 inches
2006

Kathryn

  Jacobi 

Santa Monica has been home since 1984, 
and hopefully will be until the end of my days. 
This beautiful city and its thriving energy 
and community have been an evolving source 
of inspiration.

I like living on the edge in Santa Monica. The vast expanse 
of the Pacific Ocean and the endless sky above with its 
ever-changing light create an open space that stimulates my 
artistic imagination and creative explorations. 

Ann

  Isolde 

The Golden Trout Wilderness Journey
Acrylic on canvas
78 x 30 inches
2007 
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So Far So Good…The Poissions Push Forward 
with their plans to Resque Rene Magritte
Computer Illustration/inject ink
37 x 37 inches
2007

Tom

   Lundquist 
The Poissons de Chant series of prints illustrates the 
adventures of a mythical troupe of singing fish 
from Montreal. It is one of my ongoing projects and 
this image is number 18 out of 33.

Growing up on the California coast, I feel 
fortunate to reside in such an artful 
community as Santa Monica. Its metro vibe, 
varied landscape, and people provide 
endless inspiration. 

Jennifer

  Jesswein 

Untitled
Acrylic and watercolor pencil on canvas
20 x 20 inches
2007
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Code Painting #42
Gouache on paper
24 x 18 inches
2007

Robin

    Mitchell 
I am a native Angelino, who did not feel at home here, 
until I moved to Santa Monica in 1976. I love the 
feeling of community, the ocean air, the light, and the 
quality of my life here. I am sure that all these 
elements have had a profound effect on my artwork. 

I moved here when Harry Truman was President.
I think I’ll stay.

Michael C.

         McMillen 

Bulls Eye’s Last Voyage
(Critical thinkers struggle to distance 
themselves from a foundering theory)
Oil on panel
12 x 14.75 inches
1997
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Twilight Sun
Mixed media on canvas 
30 x 24
2004

Sylvia

    Moss
What place could be more perfect?
It’s always been my dream to live and work in 
Santa Monica.

I have lived in Santa Monica pretty much 
since I moved to California in 1992 to 
go to grad school at CalArts. It just seemed 
obvious to me, if you’re going to live in 
a coastal city, you might as well be as close 
to the ocean as possible.

Brian

   Moss 

06-21-01
Ilfochrome print on aluminum
24 x 30 inches
2004
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Presentiment
Graphite, pigment, charcoal on paper
14 x 18 inches
2005–06

Patrick

     Percy 

One thing I like about where we live in 
Santa Monica is the light. Closer to the ocean 
the light has a gauzy quality and further 
inland it has a hard flat quality, but where we 
live it is luminous and alive.

Crossing Bundy Drive the air conditioning of 
my soul begins to work. My Santa Monica is my 
warm oven; It is my water, my wind, my fire, 
my light, my soil, my shaking ground; My skin, 
my heart, my eye. I am here, slowly walking 
with my joy and running with my sorrow.

Manfred

       Müller 

UMS 102/51
Oil pastel on folded grid paper
17.5 x 23 inches
2007
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Shine of Summer
Oil on canvas
24 x 24 inches
2007

Astrid

    Preston 

I love Santa Monica. I’ve been living and working here, 
since 1976, in a house my parents built in 1959. The light 
coming in my windows is a source of inspiration.

Whenever I need a photo fix, I head for the 
Santa Monica Pier or the Third Street Promenade. 
These locations are rich with life waiting to 
be photographed. 

Ave

  Pildas 

Black Beach Boys
Photograph, vintage print 
16 x 20 inches
1980s
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Santa Monica Pier
Oil on canvas 
24 x 32 inches
1999

Ruth

   Rosen 
It has been my good fortune to have 
lived in Santa Monica for many years. The 
special beauty here is always a source 
of inspiration for my art. The light, Pacific 
Ocean, (especially from the California 
Incline), architecture and unique scenic 
beauty is all encompassing. My backyard 
garden is always a joy artistically.

Santa Monica has been my home for the 
past 25 years. My work has been deeply influenced 
by the light, color and space here. Recently it 
reflects the beauty surrounding me filtered through 
my modernist perspective.

Barbara

      Robertson

Untitled
Charcoal on paper
48 x 42 inches
2006
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Santeria Orisha “Ochun”
Photograph, black and white silver print
Framed 24 x 30 inches
2003

Lawrence

   Shapiro
Santa Monica is a unique city where there 
is an emphasis on community involvement, 
and preserving an atmosphere of caring 
about human rights and maintaining a city 
on a human scale, with a strong sense 
of the importance of the arts community.

In 1997, I moved to Santa Monica, after living in 
a downtown LA loft for 15 years. Clean air, 
gently sloped street to the beach, nice restaurants 
and galleries etc. I have nothing to complain 
about except heavy traffic to downtown LA.

Katsuhisa

    Sakai 

In curve left
Oil on canvas
33 x 46 inches
2007
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The Thorny Road of Honour
Collage
16 x 12.5 inches
2007

Elena

    Siff 
They say if you turn America on its end, everything loose 
slides into L.A. (and ends up in Santa Monica). Like the Pacific 
Ocean, this collection of humans piled decades high upon 
the magnificent California landscape has produced something 
distinctive—a rich cultural life tinged with a touch of evil. 
The pounding surf—the hint of chaos—the poisonous flower—
home sweet home!

I live and work in Santa Monica, because 
it is where I realized all of my dreams. 
I have raised my daughter here, I married 
my husband here, I practice yoga here, 
and I am always inspired by the beauty of 
this city, its youthful energy, and its 
cultural uniqueness.

Malissa

      Shriver

Calamus
Oil, gold leaf and ink w/ leaves on canvas
56 x 42 inches
2007
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In a Dream
Paper collage
10 x 12 inches
2004

Maritta

 Tapanainen 
Santa Monica radiates gracefully with a 
cacophony of creative and natural energies—
pure sustenance to those who seek to 
fuel their creative soul.

Given the solitary nature of painting, I periodically 
open my home to gatherings of other artists, many of 
whom reside in Santa Monica. This interaction 
helps to create a sense of community among artists.

Jon

  Swihart 

Nude in Thicket
Oil on panel
9.75 x 6 inches
2006
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Galactic Flower
Acrylic and organic enamel
72 x 36 inches
1998

Diana

    Wong 
To me, the magic of creation happens when 
intention and serendipity meet with 
full presence—when the heart and hand of 
the artist become. 

I remember first coming to Santa Monica nearly 
20 years ago, during what some may call an “economic 
slump.” I found the mild decay and slight grittiness 
to be an interesting juxtaposition with the sunny weather, 
sandy beaches and beautiful people. There were punk 
rock stores; independent record shops; vacant, weedy 
lots; Quonset huts, and lots of easygoing quasi-socialists. 
In other words, it was an idyllic spot for an artist.

Chris

    Wilder 

Psychotic Reactions + Carburetor Dung
Inkjet on canvas with enamel and oil
48 x 36 inches
2007
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Untitled
Oil, metal leaf on paper
80 x 42 inches
1999

Takako

 Yamaguchi 
In 1993 I moved from Los Feliz to east Santa Monica and 
felt alienated for a quite some time. More recently I’ve 
come to view that Tony Delap sculpture on the corner of 
Wilshire and Franklin as the gateway to my “village”, 
the place where I’m most at home.

The image of this person was created while I 
was by the ocean, and thinking about life. 
It is a reflection of the human condition, our 
fragility and our energy, life and death.

Miriam

  Wosk

Thinking About Life
Paper collage
70 x 33 inches
2005–6
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Artists Biographies

Judith Davies
Judith Davies has been a sculptor, educa-
tor and sculpture conservator for 34 years.  
She has taught at Wellesley, Scripps, and 
Otis Art Institute among others. She has 
restored many sculptures in museums, 
colleges, public and private collections 
throughout the country. Her present 
sculptures reflect her interest in ancient 
cultures and her travels. She is a recipient 
of a Fulbright grant to Italy and a Mellon 
grant to Egypt for sculpture.
jdavies66@aol.com

Jennifer Diener
Born and raised in the northeast, but a 
resident of Santa Monica since 1978. 
I became serious about photography in 
2002 and have been pursuing my 
interest avidly since then. I am visually 
attracted to architecture and the way 
the structures “process” light. I am also 
interested in texture and emotional 
resonance in a picture.
jenniferdiener@mac.com

Barbara Drucker
Barbara Drucker received her MFA from 
UCLA, where she is currently a professor 
in the Department of Art. From 1996 to 
2001, she was the founder-director of 
the Living Room, an alternative exhibition 
space in Santa Monica, CA. Drucker’s 
work, which includes sculptural objects, 
installations, photography, video, paint-
ing, and artist’s books, has been exhibited 
nationally and internationally.

Thomas Eatherton
2008 Pulse, Cardwell Jimmerson, 
 Culver City, CA
1981 Unity, MTA A.R.T., Los Angeles, CA
1981 Point, ARCO, PERCEPT, I.C.A.,   
 Boston 
1974 Guide, U.C. Irvine, Irvine, CA
1972 Move, Pasadena Museum of Art,  
 Pasadena, CA
1970 Rise, Pomona College, 
 Claremont, CA 
tometherton@hotmail.com

Sam Erenberg
I have worked in a variety of media 
throughout my career, including painting, 
installation, film/video, photography, 
artists’ books and performance (including 
performing in New Music groups until 
1980). My work is in museum collections 
in Europe and the U.S. I am represented 
by the Craig Krull Gallery in Santa Monica.
www.samerenberg.com

Janet Bothne
Bothne studied art at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst where painting 
became her focus. After several years as a 
freelance portraitist and commercial artist 
she moved to L.A. and studied at UCLA 
and the Brentwood Art Center. She has 
had recent exhibits at LACMA’s Sales & 
Rental Gallery, Art House Gallery, Santa 
Monica, and VIVA Gallery, Sherman Oaks.
www.janetbothne.com

Bob Burchman
Born in the Bronx, New York, self-taught 
artist, Bob Burchman has been drawing 
and painting since the age of five. Driven 
by his passion for poetry and music he 
spent most of his adult life as a L.A. based 
songwriter. It wasn’t until the age of 
42 that he began to devote serious time 
as a visual artist. His first one-man show 
of photo realistic drawings and paintings 
was in 2003 at Hayworth Gallery in L.A.
bobeburchman@yahoo.com

Shirley Cannon
Shirley Cannon’s most recent exhibition 
in 2007 was at Bergamot Station in 
Santa Monica where she is represented by 
Frank Pictures. Other solo exhibitions 
include Galleria Civica, Torre Avogadro 
in Lumezzane, Italy, and the Don 
O’Melveny Gallery in L.A. She has work 
in private and museum collections 
in Italy and the U.S.

John Clendening
John Clendening received formal training 
from the Corcoran School of Art, and 
was Chief of Design for the National Air 
& Space Museum. In addition to 27 
solo exhibits in galleries from California 
to New York, his work is on permanent 
display in several museums and the 
Kennedy Space Center. NASA has pub-
lished his work, and his combat art 
is on display at the Pentagon.
jclendening1@verizon.net

Eileen Cowin
Eileen Cowin’s work has been presented 
in over 30 solo exhibitions and in more 
than 165 group exhibitions. Cowin has 
received numerous awards, among them 
are fellowships from the NEA, a com-
mission from the Public Art Fund in New 
York, a COLA grant and an Artist’s Fellow-
ship in New Genres from the California 
Community Arts Foundation. Cowin’s 
videos have been included in several film 
festivals including the USA Film Festival, 
and the New Orleans Film Festival.
www.eileencowin.com

Elena Allen
Elena Allen is an expressionistic painter 
of California landscapes represented 
by the Schomburg Gallery at Bergamot
Station. She is serving a second term 
on Santa Monica’s Art Commission 
and on its Public Art Committee, both 
of which she has chaired. Her colorful, 
hard-edged works are in collections in 
California, the East Coast, and England.
www.elenaallen.com

Don Bachardy 
Born in Los Angeles in 1934, studied at 
the Chouinard Art Institute in Los Angeles 
and Slade School of Art in London. His 
work resides in the permanent collections 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
NY, The Huntington Gallery, San Marino 
CA, the California State Building (Official 
portrait of Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr), 
the Smithsonian Institution and the 
National Portrait Gallery.

John Baldessari
Born in 1931, John Baldessari received 
his BA & MA from San Diego State 
College. He has had retrospective shows 
at MOCA, SFMMA, The Hirshhorn 
Museum; the Whitney Museum; Serpen-
tine Gallery, London; Museet for 
Samtidskunst, Oslo and Fundacao Calo-
uste Gulbenkian, Lisbon. Among 
numerous degrees and awards he has 
received the Archives of American 
Art Medal and the Americans for the Arts 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 
www.baldessari.org

Edith Baumann
Gallery Affiliations: 
Modernism, San Francisco, CA
M&W Art Ltd, Hong Kong, China
Beatrix Wilhem Gallery, Stuttgart,   
 Germany,
Newspace, Los Angeles, CA
www.edithbaumannstudio.com

Tony Berlant
I was born in a log cabin, in New York, to 
left leaning Jewish parents. I graduated 
summa cum laude from UCLA and taught 
there until fired in 1968. From that time 
on I’ve been out in the world with only my 
wits and a spear, and I still believe that 
I’m about to make my best work.
tony@berlant.net

Ruth Bornstein
All of my long painting life I’ve tried to 
explore past the “adult” judgmental 
“mind.” In 1971, after witnessing the 
whole span of life in my vegetable garden, 
I suddenly began to write. Since then I 
have written and illustrated numerous 
books for children, including Little Gorilla 
and The Dancing Man. My basic core 
is still painting: the filling up, the digging 
down, the spilling out. To be surprised, 
and always beginning.
rooth@LAFN.org

Jody

   Zellen 

Reliable
Type C print
18 x 24 inches
2007
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Maritta Tapanainen 
2008 Collage, Pavel Zoubok Gallery, 
 New York, NY (solo)
2007 Armory Center for the Arts, 
 Pasadena, CA (solo)
2007 From There to Here – Collage   
 1992–2007, Couturier Gallery, 
 Los Angeles, CA (solo)
2005 Maritta Tapanainen – Collages, 
 Pavel Zoubok Gallery, New York, NY  
 (solo)

Chris Wilder 
Chris Wilder is a graduate of California 
Institute of the Arts and has been 
living and working in the Santa Monica/
Venice area for 20 years in various 
media; teaching and lecturing at art 
schools, symposiums and universities; 
and exhibiting across the world, 
from Australia to Greece and many 
places in between.
chriswilderbeast@hotmail.com

Diana Wong 
L.A. based artist and curator Diana 
Shui-Iu Wong was born and raised in 
Hong Kong. She began drawing and 
studying Chinese calligraphy as a child. 
Wong studied at the Chinese Univ. 
of Hong Kong, the Academy of Fine Arts 
in Rome, and at The Royal Academy 
of Arts in London. She founded Merging 
One Gallery in 1986. Wong’s work 
balances traditional Chinese and contem-
porary Western aesthetics. She 
has exhibited work in the U.S. and 
throughout Asia.
www.dianawong.com

Miriam Wosk
Miriam Wosk is an artist who lives in 
Santa Monica, California. She has recently 
had exhibitions at The Gabarron 
Foundation Carriage House Center for 
the Arts in New York City, The 
Santa Monica Museum of Art and Billy 
Shire Fine Arts in Culver City.
www.miriamwosk.com

Takako Yamaguchi
Takako Yamaguchi was born and raised 
in Japan, but finished her education 
in the United States. In the years since 
then she has come to think of herself 
as a “California painter” in the important 
tradition of California painting. She has 
exhibited both nationally and internation-
ally since 1980. Yamaguchi is the 
recipient of awards and fellowships from 
the City of Los Angeles (COLA) and 
the Gottlieb Foundation.
takakoyama@verizon.net

Jody Zellen
Jody Zellen received a MFA from CalArts 
and a BA from Wesleyan University. 
She has exhibited locally, nationally and 
internationally with a recent solo show 
at Paul Kopeikin Gallery in L.A. Her work 
has also been featured in exhibitions 
at La Casa Encendida, Madrid; LA >< Art, 
Los Angeles; Montevideo, Amsterdam; 
Art Interactive, Boston; and the Torrance 
Art Museum, Torrance, CA.
www.jodyzellen.com

Katsuhisa Sakai
2008 Janet Kurnatowski Gallery, 
 Brooklyn, NY (solo) 
2008 Abstract painting: Brooklyn, 
 University of North Carolina at 
 Pembroke (group)
2004 1st Kawasaki Contemporary Sculpture 
 Exhibition, Tokyo, Japan (group)
1994 Brian Gross Fine Art, San Francisco,  
 CA (solo) 
1973 MFA, Yale University School of Art,  
 CT 
1971 BFA, Musashino Art College, 
 Tokyo, Japan
katsuhisakai@verizon.net

Lawrence Shapiro
Lawrence Shapiro has been an educator 
and photographer for 34 years. He 
is a resident of Santa Monica where he 
also maintains a studio. Mr. Shapiro 
has served on the Santa Monica Arts 
Commission for the past 11 years. 
His present photographic works deal 
with the life and culture he has been 
documenting in Cuba over the last eight 
years of travels.
www.Lshapirophoto.com

Malissa Shriver
Malissa Feruzzi Shriver was elected Vice 
Chair of the California Arts Council in 
2007. She was appointed to the council in 
2005 by Governor Schwarzenegger. She 
is a painter and sculptor and owner of 
Feruzzi Fine Arts. Her paintings in oil are 
inspired by poetry, spirituality and Italian 
Renaissance techniques. She attended 
UCLA and studied painting with her 
father, a portrait artist.
www.feruzzifineart.com

Elena Siff
Siff’s collages, assemblage, bookart 
and installation work have been included 
in many exhibitions in the U.S. and 
abroad. As an independent curator her 
exhibitions include The Magic Show 
and So. Calif. Assemblage at the Santa 
Barbara Contemp. Arts Forum; In 
the Spirit of Fluxus at the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Art; and a traveling show 
Radiant Space: Private Domain. Siff 
is co-founder of Women/Beyond Borders 
1995–2007, an international traveling 
exhibition.
www.elenamarysiff.com

Jon Swihart 
Jon Swihart was born in Santa Monica in 
1954. He began painting in 1970 and 
is self-taught. Nineteenth Century French 
Art has always been a source of inspira-
tion and in 1988, he received a grant from 
Readers Digest to live and paint at the 
Musee Claude Monet in Giverny, France. 
He divides his time between his own 
figurative work and portrait commissions.
Jonswihart@aol.com

Manfred Müller 
Manfred Muller has had solo exhibitions 
at the Rose Gallery, Santa Monica; the 
USC Fisher Gallery in Los Angeles; and 
the Museo de Universitario del Chopo, 
Mexico City. In 1997 he installed a public 
art project, Twilight and Yearning, under-
neath the Santa Monica Pier.
Manfred_Muller48@hotmail.com

Patrick Percy 
2007 Armory Center for the Arts, 
 Pasadena, CA (solo)
2006 Takada Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 (solo)
2002 Gallery Naufu, Gifu, Japan (solo)
1993 SPACE Gallery, Los Angeles, CA  
 (solo)

Ave Pildas 
Ave Pildas came to Los Angeles in 1971 
to serve as an Art Director at Capitol 
Records. He has been taking photographs 
for over forty years, and has developed 
an extensive list of exhibition and publica-
tion credits worldwide. His photographs 
are included in the collection of the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York; the 
Bibliothèque Nationale de France, 
Paris; and many private collections. Two 
books of his photos have been published: 
Art Deco Los Angeles and Movie Palaces.
avepildas@roadrunner.com

Astrid Preston
Astrid Preston was born in Sweden and 
received a B.A. from UCLA. She 
has had her work exhibited in galleries 
and museums throughout the U.S. 
She was awarded an NEA Fellowship 
Grant in Painting in 1987. Her work 
is in many private, public and museum 
collections. The Craig Krull Gallery 
in Santa Monica represents her work.

Barbara Robertson
2007 Art and Industry Gallery, 
 Palm Springs, CA
2000 Desen Zak Gallery, Chicago, Il
1966 C J Gallery, Los Angeles, CA
heybarbara@roadrunner.com

Ruth Rosen
I was born in Los Angeles and received 
a BA in art education from UCLA.
I taught art and dance in public schools 
throughout California. My studio is 
in Santa Monica. My work is in many 
private collections and has been 
exhibited throughout Southern California.
reicreate@earthlink.net

Bruria Finkel
Bruria Finkel creates works in a variety 
of media. She works on temporary 
and permanent installations. Her work
is found in many private collections 
and public collections: in archives of the 
Smithsonian America Art Museum, 
the Luce Foundation, the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington DC, Phoenix 
Museum. She has had over 56 solo 
exhibitions, and has been curating since 
the nineteen seventies.
www.bruriafinkel.com

Steve Galloway
Steve Galloway has had solo exhibitions 
at the Galerie Eric Mircher, Paris in 2008; 
Hunsaker Schlesinger Gallery, Santa 
Monica in 2002; the Armory Center for 
the Arts, Pasadena in 2000; the James 
Corcoran Gallery, Santa Monica in 1993; 
and MOCA, LA in 1985. In 2004 he 
did the Santa Monica Pier Banner Project. 
He received an NEA Fellowship Grant 
in Drawing in 1987.

Helen K. Garber
Helen K. Garber is known for her night 
urban landscapes of international cities, 
with an emphasis on Los Angeles. Her 
images have been exhibited internation-
ally and have been reproduced in books 
and fine art photo magazines. Images 
from the Urban Noir series are in private, 
corporate and many museum collections. 
In Los Angeles she is represented by the 
Stephen Cohen Gallery.
www.helenkgarber.com

Frank Gehry
Mr. Gehry received his Bachelor of Archi-
tecture degree from the USC in 1954, 
and he studied City Planning at the 
Harvard Univ. Graduate School of Design. 
He has been awarded the Pritzker Prize, 
the Wolf Prize in Art (Architecture), the 
Praemium Imperiale Award, the A.I.A.’s 
Gold Medal, and the Royal Institute 
of British Architects Gold Medal among 
others. Significant projects include: the 
Hotel Marqués de Riscal in Elciago, Spain; 
the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao in 
Bilbao, Spain; the DZ Bank Building in 
Berlin, Germany; the Jay Pritzker 
Pavilion and BP Bridge in Millennium 
Park in Chicago, IL; the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in L.A., CA; the IAC Building 
in New York, NY.

Greg Gioiosa
Greg Gioiosa is a nationally known 
abstract painter that has worked 
out of his studio at the Santa Monica 
Airport for over 10 years. His work 
is sought by private collectors both 
nationally and internationally and 
is included in the permanent collections 
of several museums. He received 
his MFA from the University of California 
at Irvine.
www.gioiosa.com

Phyllis Green
The work of Phyllis Green, in a variety 
of media, has been exhibited nationally 
and internationally since 1981. She is 
the recipient of artist’s fellowships from 
the NEA, the California Arts Council, 
the Pollock-Krasner Foundation, and the 
City of Los Angeles (COLA). She has 
lectured in colleges and universities 
worldwide, and is currently an adjunct 
faculty in the Art Departments of 
Loyola Marymount University, UCLA 
and USC.
www.phyllisgreen.net

Mark Hanauer
A native Californian, Mark Hanauer has 
been creating images for the advertis-
ing, entertainment, editorial and athletic 
industries for several years. He has 
taught at The Art Center College of Design 
and at UCLA. In his spare time he 
travels, shooting landscapes, nudes and 
images that have no description, 
intent or direction. 
www.markhanauer.com

Arleen Hendler
Born in Los Angeles. Received her MA 
from UCLA. Lives in Santa Monica.
Figurative-Expressionist painter. Exhibits 
locally and nationally and is in private 
collections. One-person show in January, 
2008 at FIG Gallery, Bergamot Station, 
Santa Monica, CA.
arleenhendler@yahoo.com

Ann Isolde
Ann Isolde received her MFA from the 
University of Colorado, Boulder in 1969. 
In 1975 she moved to L.A. to attend 
the Feminist Studio Workshop and then 
worked on The Dinner Party project 
with Judy Chicago. Her visual work con-
sists of paintings, drawings, handmade 
books and installations that integrate 
both inner and outer landscapes. The 
symbolic images she creates focus on 
psychological journeys, the feminine 
principle and environmental issues.
aisolde@roadrunner.com

Kathryn Jacobi
Kathryn Jacobi is a classically trained, 
contemporary realist painter and 
printmaker. Her images have been exhib-
ited in galleries and museums throughout 
the United States, Canada and Europe. 
She has always worked on two consecu-
tive bodies of work that are distinct 
and separate from each other. The first 
group is from direct observation 
and relates to her experience of the world. 
The second group derives from her 
imagination: the images weaving a narra-
tive of her inner life.
www.kathrynjacobi.com

Jennifer Jesswein
Since receiving her BA in Art from 
California State University, Hayward in 
1992, her focus has been on painting 
and drawing. Jennifer has professional 
experience in graphic art, scenography, 
costume design, and interior textiles. 
As a published collage artist, she has, 
over the last several years, been volunteer 
teaching mixed media art to public 
school children.
jjesswein@adelphia.net

Tom Lundquist 
Tom Lundquist was born in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota in 1950. He graduated from 
California State University Northridge in 
1972 and is still at large.
tomlundquist@compuserve.com

Michael C. McMillen
2006 Los Angeles 1955–1985, Centre   
 Pompidou, Paris 
1983 New Perspectives in American Art,  
 The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum,  
 New York, NY
1979 Inner City, Whitney Museum of  
 American Art, New York, NY (solo)
1972 & 1973 MA & MFA from UCLA
www.lalouver.com

Robin Mitchell 
2007 Robin Mitchell Code Paintings, 
 Craig Krull Gallery, Santa Monica, CA  
 (solo)
2007 Robin Mitchell Paintings, Jancar 
 Gallery, Los Angeles, CA (solo)
2006 Off the Wall: Murals, Armory 
 Northwest, Armory Arts Center, 
 Pasadena, CA
2006 California Community Foundation  
 Fellowship for Visual Artist, Mid-
 Career Award
rmcobalt@aol.com

Brian Moss 
Brian Moss received an MFA from 
CalArts and a BFA from Tyler School of Art 
in Philadelphia. In 2001, he received 
his first of four Artist-in-Residence Grants 
from the City of L.A’s Dept. of Cultural 
Affairs to work with cancer patients and 
survivors. Moss’ has had solo exhibitions 
at the Cue Art Foundation, NY; Center 
for Docum. Studies, NC; Delaware 
Center for Contemporary Arts; Painted 
Bride Art Center, Philadelphia; 
and Craig Krull Gallery, Santa Monica.
www.mossprojects.net

Sylvia Moss
Sylvia Moss has exhibited in many local 
galleries and is represented in Santa Fe by 
Hunter Kirland Contemporary, in Malibu 
by the McLean Gallery, in Dallas by Select 
Art, in Atlanta by Soho Myriad, among 
others. Her work belongs to the Los An-
geles County Museum of Art and to many 
public and private collections around 
the country.
www.sylviamoss.com



Cover photos by Mark Hanauer
6160

Credits

Gallery mentions

Elena Allen
The Susan Schomburg Gallery at 
Bergamot Station

Edith Baumann
Modernism, San Francisco, CA

Bob Burchman
Cardwell Jimmerson Contemporary Art 

Shirley Cannon
Frank Pictures Gallery at 
Bergamot Station

Eileen Cowin
Fringe Exhibitions

Sam Erenberg
Craig Krull Gallery, Santa Monica, CA

Steve Galloway
Rose Gallery, Santa Monica, CA

Robin Mitchell
Craig Krull Gallery, Santa Monica, CA

Sylvia Moss
Hunter Kirkland Contemporary, 
Santa Fe, NM

Katsuhisa Sakai
Janet Kurnatowski

Malissa Shriver
Steven Harsey showroom at the 
Pacific Design Center

Maritta Tapanainen
Couturier Gallery, Los Angeles
Pavel Zoubok Gallery, NY

Chris Wilder
Kim Light Gallery, Culver City, CA

Miriam Wosk
Billy Shire Fine Arts, Culver City, CA

  

Photo credits

John Baldessari
Photo by John Baldessari 

Edith Baumann
Photo by Doug Parker 

Phyllis Green
Photo by Ave Pildas

Arleen Hendler
Photo by Edgar DeVera 

Ann Isolde
Photo by Terry Wimmer

Jennifer Jesswein
Photo by Jennifer Maxcy Photography

Sylvia Moss
Photo by Gene Ogami

Astrid Preston
Photo by Brian Forrest

Ruth Rosen
Photo by Norm Shapiro

Jon Swihart
Photo by Brian Forrest

This publication accompanies the exhibition “Emphasis Santa Monica,” curated 
by Bruria Finkel and presented at the Pete & Susan Barrett Art Gallery, Santa Monica 
College, Santa Monica, CA. August 20–October 18, 2008.

Copyright © 2008 Bruria Finkel
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form by any 
mechanical or electronic means (including photocopying, recording, or any information 
storage and retrieval system) without the prior written permission of the publisher.

ISBN 978-1-60585-767-1 

Edited by Astrid Preston
Designed by Roseline Seng, Rose Line Design
Cover photos by Mark Hanauer
Printed by Marina Graphic Center, Hawthorne, CA

Our thanks

Dr. Chui L. Tsang
Superintendent/President, SMC
 
Board of Trustees:
Rob Rader, Chair 
Louise Jaffe, Vice Chair
Dr. Susan Aminoff 
Judge David B. Finkel (Ret.) 
Dr. Nancy Greenstein 
Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez
Dr. Andrew Walzer 
Adel Morad, Student Trustee

Don Girard
Senior Director, Institutional 
Communications

JoAnn Ortiz
Director, Institutional Advancement

Judy Neveau
Director, Community Relations

SMC Associates

Ronn Davis
Chair of Art Department
 
Pete & Susan Barrett

Marian Winsryg
Pete & Susan Barrett Art Gallery 
Director

Brennan Wheeler
Gallery Assistant

Bruria Finkel 
Curator



62


