
 
Leon E. and Ann M. Pavlick Prize Statement from Canthius 
 
 
We are so honoured to receive the Leon E. and Ann M. Pavlick Prize. Our 
heartfelt thanks go to the League of Canadian Poets and to Ann Pavlick and 
Larry H. Mueller for nurturing the poetry community through this prize. We’re 
also grateful to Karen Schindler and Phoebe Wang for their support and 
guidance throughout the application process.  
 
Our team is incredibly proud of the work we do at Canthius. For those 
unfamiliar with us, Canthius is a literary magazine for the intersectional 
feminist reader. We publish poetry and prose by women, trans men, Two-Spirit, 
non-binary, genderqueer, and gender-nonconforming writers. We’re also a 
non-profit dedicated to creating a purposeful and safer publishing community 
for writers and readers of poetry and creative prose.  
 
As part of our process, we’ve been thinking about artist and researcher 
Christina Battle’s suggestion that “arts councils’ insistence that organizations 
consider diversity has quickly turned into the adoption of the ‘right’ language 
with little change” (Canadian Art). We’re concerned about watering down 
struggles for justice by reducing them to calls for representation within 
institutions that have caused harm or by co-opting these struggles to market 
a magazine. How might we move beyond the language of diversity and 
representation towards a truly equitable, joyful, and welcoming literary space? 
We can’t possibly answer this difficult question alone. We consider ourselves 
part of a growing chorus of equity-oriented projects in Canadian poetry, and 
are grateful for the opportunity to participate in this collaborative effort. 
 
With this added funding, we can continue developing digital and print 
content with a sense of financial stability. Several team members have 
proposed exciting opportunities that this funding will allow us to pursue and 
we can’t wait to share them with you in the months to come.  
 
  
 

https://canadianart.ca/features/thoughts-of-liberation/

