
Leon E. and Ann M. Pavlick Poetry Prize: Statement of 
Acknowledgement & Thanks from Andrea Thompson 

 

It is with deep gratitude that I accept this year’s Leon E. & Ann M. 
Pavlick Poetry Prize.  What a wonderful award this is – not only because 
of its generosity, but because it is a memorial born out of a desire to 
celebrate the power of enduring love, and the potency of poetry as a 
vehicle to document a life well lived. 

When I found out that I had been nominated for this award, I was 
both shocked and thankful that someone had thought of my writing as 
valuable enough to make me a contender. Like many writers, I’m often 
plagued by the feeling that my work is inferior and that I should just 
pipe down. So whoever put my name in the ring, thank you for that. I 
wish I could send you flowers.  

 Winning this prize is like a lovely dream – and a powerful 
affirmation. I’ve recently begun to feel the press of time and the desire 
to dedicate more of my energy to writing. In this respect, this award will 
help alleviate some financial pressure and allow me to focus on 
completing current projects, editing poems that have languished in 
dusty notebooks as well as cooking up new work.  

Right now, I have a few projects on the go. I’m currently in the 
early stages of a spoken word album that focuses on the intersection of 
gospel music and Black history. I’m also finalizing edits on a print 
collection due out this fall with Frontenac House that has been twenty 
years in the making – a kind of documentation of my journey as a 
spoken word artist, the influence of my literary heroes and heroines, as 
well as the process of finding my poetic voice (and losing it… and 
finding it again) over the last two and a half decades.  

The financial and emotional support that this award represents is 
a remarkable gift and I am extremely grateful to the Pavlick jury, and to 
and the staff at The League of Canadian Poets for all their hard work. I 
also want to thank Heather Birrell, George Elliott Clarke and David 
Silverberg for taking the time to write such supportive and kind 
testimonials. And most importantly, I send my heartfelt thanks to Ann 
M. Pavlick and Larry H. Mueller for their generous award, in celebration 
of the art we all love. 
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