
A Guide to Submitting to the Leon E. and Ann M. Pavlick Poetry Prize 
The League is so excited to be awarding one exceptional poet with a $10,000 prize for innovation and 

community contributions in poetry. The application process is extensive, and we hope this guide will 

help you to prepare your submission. 

Nominations will be accepted until Friday, January 22, 2021. Nominees’ application materials are due 

by 4pm EST on Friday, January 29, 2021. 

 

  



FAQ 
 

Who is eligible to win this prize? 

Any poet from Canada or a poet practicing in Canada is eligible. Membership with the League is not 

required.  

Can I find out who nominated me? 

Nominees have the option of remaining anonymous 

What happens after I have been nominated? 

The League will contact you with next steps, which will request that you assemble a full application that 

will request: 

• A personal statement and reflection on how this award will benefit you 

• A portfolio of poetry, published or unpublished 

• Bibliography of works and/or performance history 

• Poetry and literary arts-specific CV 

• List of major accomplishments and awards 

• Up to 3 reference letters/letters of support (optional) 

Who will decide the winner? 

The Pavlick Poetry Prize winners will be selected by a jury of three (3) professional poets or literary arts–

based professionals with longstanding commitment and service to the Canadian poetry community.  

I do not have a rich network of colleagues in writing or the literary arts; can I still win this prize? 
The primary focus of this award is recognizing an innovative portfolio of poetry, as well as community 

contributions. The prize is open to poets at all stages of their careers, and we sincerely hope that no 

applicants will deem themselves ineligible due to a lack of a network. The application should simply be 

completed as thoroughly as possible: submit your best work, and have your application reflect the role 

poetry plays in your life and in your communities. 

Letters of support and reference are entirely optional. 

I have not won any major awards for my poetry; can I still win this prize? 
Yes – who knows, this could be your first! 

  



Completing the application 
The application is extensive and asks for a fairly comprehensive sample of your publishing history and 

community involvement, but don’t feel daunted if this information is limited or difficult to come by. As 

you are completing your submissions, please do remember that the jury is assessing your poetry and 

your literary contributions first and foremost.  

Format and length 
Maximum page and word counts are provided for many sections of the application. As a poet, you 

know: longer doesn’t necessarily mean better! Don’t feel pressured to fill these sections to their 

maximum – use this application to show the jurors the work you are excited about and proud of. 

The application template uses Calibri size 11 font, 1.5-spaced, and should remain with this formatting. 

Your poems and CV can be in a font of your choice, although we recommend not using a smaller font 

size than 11. 

Many sections also include citation examples – these are just guidelines to show the kind of information 

to include, but we understand it’s likely you already have this information somewhere, in an existing 

format. Please feel free to use your own list/citation style, and don’t stress about missing information. 

Personal statement 
Your personal statement should capture the importance of poetry to you in your life, and why you feel 

you deserve to win this prize. You may speak to the craft of your poetry, to the themes in your work and 

career, or you may wish to focus on your contributions to your community. This section will introduce 

the jurors to the personal significance of your work. 

Looking towards the future 

This section of the application gives you the opportunity to discuss the impact that $10,000 would make 

on your poetry career: feel free to discuss writing projects you’re working on right now, dream projects, 

and how you hope your poetry career will have an impact on the wider landscape of Canadian poetry 

and literary arts. (Dream big, brag a little! Talk about yourself like you’d talk about your inspirations.) 

Awards 

It is by no means necessary to have been the recipient of any major awards to be in the running for this 

prize, but this section of the application provides the opportunity to show the jurors what other 

recognition your work has received. The awards might be for literary achievement in poetry, or they 

could also be for community contribution in the literary arts. This is also the section to show academic 

achievement, if your work has been in academia. 

A citation example is provided, but feel free to use a different format if you have one already, or if all 

the information is not available to you. The key information is the prize name, the awarding body (if it’s 

not obvious in the name), the year, and the nature of the award (eg. Book prize, community 

contribution prize, etc.) 

Bibliography, publication, and performance history 
The Pavlick Prize is open to spoken word and print poets, as well as poets who practice in both genres, 

so the bibliography, publication, and performance history is flexible: it’s the space for you to showcase 

the parts of your career you’re most excited about! 



The bibliography should list a fulsome selection of your published collections of poetry, whether self-

published, chapbooks, or trade publications, up to 2 pages. A citation example is provided, but feel free 

to use a simplified format if you have one already, or don’t have all the information available. The key 

information is the title, publisher, year of publication, and whether it is a chapbook or not. 

The other publications section provides space to list poetry publications in journals, magazines, or other 

neat poetry projects. This section should only include poetry publications/projects, and can be up to 2 

pages long but does not need to be. This section should include the publications that you feel most 

proud of, and it does not need to be exhaustive. A citation example is provided, but feel free to use a 

different format if you have one already, or do not have all the available information. 

The performance history section should highlight only feature-length (10+ minutes) performances that 

you feel are of note in your poetry career. These can include individual readings or performances, as 

well as team performances. These can also include in-person or virtual events. Interviews and 

workshops should not be included here, nor should events you have hosted – these can be detailed in 

your CV, should you wish to include them. 

Supplementary material 
In addition to the completed application template, you will also include a few supplementary 

documents. 

The most important part of the application is your 10-15 page poetry portfolio. This can include 

published or unpublished work, and should showcase what you value most about your poetry. If you are 

including published poems, please include a note showing when and where they were originally 

published. This section is required for all applications. 

Spoken word applicants may also include links or files for up to 20 minutes of video or audio recordings 

of poems. This should also include a document that lists the titles and relevant details of the poems. 

All applicants should also send an updated literary CV – feel free to use, simply, your latest CV for this. 

You may wish to showcase academic work, workshop experience, hosted events, or other work and 

volunteer experience in the literary arts. 

You also have the opportunity to submit letters of support and reference with your application. These 

letters can speak to the personal impact of your poetry, your development as a poet, or your community 

contributions. They may come from a teacher, a mentor, or someone you have worked with in a 

leadership capacity. The value of these letters will come from their content, not their signatories. Letters 

of support are optional. Letters may be submitted by you with your application files, or directly by your 

references using this form: https://form.jotform.com/203385891214053 

 

https://form.jotform.com/203385891214053
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