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Swimming Towards the Sun:
Collected Poems 1968- 2020

P O E T R Y  B Y

Laurence Hutchman

Swimming Toward the Sun gathers together five decades of

poetry of the accomplished Canadian poet Laurence Hutchman. He

invites us to take a poetic odyssey, starting in the 1960’s enriched by

his travels to Europe, leading us through the turbulent times in

cosmopolitan Montreal of the 1970’s, to a long residence in New

Brunswick and finally his return to Ontario. Through powerful and

daring use of language and a haunting musicality of lines,

Hutchman explores the relationship between real and imaginative

landscape as he bears witness to his place and time.

An odyssey through five decades of powerful and daring poetry.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Poetry | Canadian

Laurence Hutchman has published 11 books of poems co-edited
Coastlines The Poetry of Atlantic Canada and edited In the Writers’
Words. His poetry has received many grants and awards, including
the Alden Nowlan Award for Excellence and has been translated into
numerous languages. In 2017 he was named poet laureate of Emery,
north Toronto. He lives with his wife, the artist and poet, Eva Kolacz
in Oakville, Ontario.

from "Spoon"
If you want to practice poems,
put the spoon into your mouth.
Feel your lips around it,
sounds, shapes, textures, flavours.
Feel how it nourishes you
with its meats, vegetables, and fruit,
how it takes them from the earth into you.
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