
DRAFT – Minutes 

Feminist Caucus Business Meeting 2019  

The meeting was called to order at 4:48pm. Anne Burke provided an overview of how the Feminist 

Caucus Business Meeting is usually run and of current Feminist Caucus business.  

1. Approval of the agenda  

Motioned by: Blaine Marchand 

Seconded by: Mary Lou Soutar-Hynes  

All in favour. Motion carried.  

One attendee asked for clarification on what elections would entail in point 7. Anne explained that 3 

roles would be up for election during this meeting.  

2. Approval of minutes  

Anne Burke provided an overview of the minutes of the 2018 Feminist Caucus Business Meeting.  

Noted that the chapbook had been suspended for 2018. Anne Burke is still attempting to gather 

submissions for this chapbook.  

The 2019 panel was originally intended to be Canadian Women and the Vote. After discussion through 

the year, it was changed to Poetry, Resistance and Democracy (the very successful panel hosted during 

the 2019 Feminist Caucus meeting).  

MOTION: to approve the minutes of the 2018 Feminist Caucus minutes.  

Motioned by: Lynn Tait 

Seconded by: Eric Folsom 

All in favour. Motion carried.  

3. Annual Report from the Chair  

Anne Burke noted that we had a panel today called Poetry, Resistance and Democracy, a change from 

what was originally planned. Anne noted that she is hopeful that there will be a chapbook produced in 

2020 based on this topic.  

Thanked contributors to the panel for 2019.  

MOTION: To accept the Annual Report from the Feminist Caucus Chair.  

Motioned by: Mary Lou Soutar-Hynes 

Seconded by: Eric Folsom 

All in favour. Motion carried.  

4. 2019 Panel: Poetry, Resistance and Democracy  

Held a discussion on creating the 2020 Chapbook.  

Staff noted that panelists who are asked to produce work for a chapbook should be asked for this 

participation specifically and compensated for the separate work that they do. Noted that it is a lot of 

work to ask someone to participate in a panel, and then write a paper based on the topic.  



MOTION: That panelists who generously gave their time for the 2019 panel should be approached by 

the office to see if they are willing to take part in a publication based on this panel.  

Motioned by: Sarah de Leeuw 

Seconded by: Joan Conway  

All in favour. Motion carried.  

5. Panel topics – 2020 

Staff suggested that in the interest of time, that we may want to move on to elections for the Feminist 

Caucus. This idea was rejected.  

Each year, the Feminist Caucus presents a panel as part of their annual programming. The floor was 

opened to suggestions for panel topics for 2020.  

One participant asked if staff or Council might have suggestions for upcoming panel topics based on 

current trends and events. Staff had a few suggestions to provide:  

• The New Feminist Caucus: Staff suggested that since there is a plan to review the Feminist 

Caucus, we may want to consider a panel that review the history of the Caucus, and discusses 

the new directions that the Caucus will be taking in future. Nicole Brossard, Linda Mora and Erin 

Moure were suggested as potential panelists.  

o Idea is to present some history of the Caucus, as well as an updated perspective after 

the Feminist Caucus review  

o One member noted that it may be an excellent opportunity to highlight and support the 

Living Archives chapbooks  

• Intersectional Feminism: A look at the evolving role of feminism and intersectionality, 

particularly interesting given the League’s Equity and Diversity initiatives.  

• Creating Inclusive Publications and Communities:  More of a workshop than a panel, this topic 

would give us the opportunity to carry learning from the Feminist Caucus to other parts of the 

poetry community.  

• Feminist Leadership Skills for Poets: A great opportunity to provide a retrospective and 

suggestions for moving forward. This topic also provides the opportunity for retrospective and 

teaching hard skills  

Anne Burke noted that the Queer Caucus had been mentioned. Another topic suggested by Anne Burke 

was Designing Women and Acrostic Poetry.  

One member asked for clarification on who is included in the Feminist Caucus, wondering if there were 

members not in this room. Noted there are many Feminist Caucus members and supporters who are not 

able to make it to the annual meeting. As a result, noted that it may be beneficial to have panel topics 

suggested by all members of the Feminist Caucus 

Clarified that the Feminist Caucus does not have a separate savings account outside the League finances. 

Feminist Caucus expenses and payments are absorbed by the League budget.  

→ A poll will be circulated to collect ideas for the 2020 Feminist Caucus Panel with the aim of 

having a panel topic selected by September 30th, 2019  

6. Feminist Caucus chapbooks 



Anne Burke noted that it would be interesting to find out which Feminist Caucus titles we still have on 

hand. Asked if we can complete an inventory this year. Once we have an inventory, we can look into 

selling and sharing the Living Archives online.  

→ The office will conduct an inventory of the Feminist Caucus Chapbooks during 2019-2020 

Noted that Mount Allison University has an interest in the work of the Feminist Caucus. We may be able 

to work with Mount Allison to create an archive or digital archive of the Living Archives.  

Staff noted that the opportunity to create an archive can be part of the 2019-2020 Feminist Caucus 

review.  

7. Elections 

Four positions are were filled during the 2019 Feminist Caucus business meeting  

• Coordinator for Living Archives (annual panel): Shazia Hafiz Ramji and Tracy Hamon  

• Editor for the 2020 chapbook: Shazia Hafiz Ramji  

• Feminist Caucus Chair: Ayesha Chatterjee 

• Past Chair: Anne Burke  

Ayesha Chatterjee expressed an interest in taking on the role of Feminist Caucus chair for the year, so 

the role of Past Chair was created for Anne Burke. Shazia Hafix Ramji and Tracy Hamon agreed to work 

together on the 2020 Feminist Caucus chapbook and panel  

MOTION: To create the positions of Chair and Past Chair positions in the Feminist Caucus  

Motioned by: Mary Lou Soutar-Hynes  

Seconded by: Eric Folsom  

All in favour. Motion carried.  

Anne Burke withdraws her name for the role of Chair.  

MOTION: To accept the nominations for new Feminist Caucus Chair  

Motioned by: Sarah de Leeuw   

Seconded by: Mary Lou Soutar-Hynes 

All in favour. Motion carried. 

8. Adjournment 

MOTION: To adjourn the 2019 Feminist Caucus business meeting  

Motioned by: Sarah de Leeuw  

Seconded by: Tracy Hamon  

All in favour. Motion carried.  


