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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The League of Canadian Poets would like to
acknowledge that this organization is situated upon
traditional territories. The territories include the
Wendat, Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy, the Mississaugas of the New Credit
First Nations, and the Métis Nation. The treaty that
was signed for this particular parcel of land is
collectively referred to as the Toronto Purchase and
applies to lands east of Brown’s Line to Woodbine
Avenue and north towards Newmarket. The League
of Canadian Poets recognizes the enduring presence
of Indigenous peoples on this land.
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PRESIDENT'S
REPORT
BY SARAH DE LEEUW
This has been another busy and exciting year
for the League of Canadian Poets. The 20192020 year has been another successful one,
thanks to the dedicated work of our National
Council and staff. Our events, activities, and
participation have grown yet again. It is
disappointing that we will not be able to
gather in Montreal this year, but I do look
forward to connecting with members at the
League’s first digital Annual General
Meeting.
The Role of President
Last year, I announced that 2019-2020 would
be my last year in the role of President of the
League. Given the changes we are all facing
as a result of COVID-19, I have decided to
stay in the role of President for another year.
We have many excellent leadership
candidates for our Executive team. This will
allow our Executive team to grow and
respond flexibly to the COVID-19 pandemic
together.
Finances
The League’s finances are healthy, and we
are very happy with the progress that our
Finance Committee has made this year. Our
Treasurer Michael Andrews is helping us to
evolve our policies and improve our financial
literacy. As we navigate the COVID-19
pandemic, we are also grateful to have the
digital bookkeeping services of Heather
Young and Associates, who have helped us
to get money out to members faster.

The League’s board and staff have an
endless bank of projects and ideas for the
organization to take on, as well as solid
strategic plan to help these plans take
effect. In the next few months, our
challenge is to remain flexible and
responsive as we observe the impact of
the pandemic on our members and
programs.
Past President’s Advisory Council
In 2020-2021, we will be launching the
Past-Presidents Advisory Council, a
Committee to ensure continuity and
support for League Board members. This
working group will provide insight,
context, history, wisdom, and planning
support as the League continues to grow
and develop.
Freedom of Expression Committee
In 2019-2020, we made the decision to
reestablish the Freedom of Expression
Committee.
After 2 years serving as the League’s VP,
and 2 years in the role of President, I am
announcing that 2020-2021 will be my
last year in this position for the board. We
are currently seeking a member who may
be in the position to take on this role, and
help the League to continue the growth
and development of the organization.

COVID-19
As we all observe and respond to the
evolving situation surrounding the COVID19 pandemic, my priority is ensuring the
continued support for our members.
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S
REPORT
BY LESLEY FLETCHER
The 2019-2020 year for the League of
Canadian Poets was a great one. During this
year, we made a lot of transitions and changes
that are serving the organization, and more
importantly, our members. The League has
continued all of our annual activities and have
worked to established new support systems
for our members, and for poetry lovers in
Canada. We have seen unprecedented levels
of engagement in our programs, projects, and
promotions this year.

New Staff
In 2019-2020, we welcomed two new staff
members. Laura O’Brien, who works full-time
to manage our communications and Natalie
Czerwinski, who works as our office and
project administrator. Nicole Brewer has
returned to school part-time, but continues in
her role as Administrative Director.

Welcome to Carolyne Van Der Meer
We are very excited to welcome Carolyne
Van Der Meer as our new Quebec
representative. Carolyne is a poet and a public
relations and communications professional
who joine as our new Quebec Rep at the end
of our 2019-2020 year. Carolyne has
absolutely hit the ground running, and will
be key to helping us to expand our
membership and to do more in Quebec.

The League Office
The League office has been closed since midMarch 2020. Staff have been working from
home with no impact the productivity.
Because our office is too small to allow for
social distancing, we expect to continue to
work remotely for many months.

COVID-19
The League has faced many challenges and
changes as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. Because of the diligent work of our
National Council, hard work of our staff, and
support from our funders, the League will be
able to function and provide support to
members in 2020-2021. Our main priority has
been to ensure that members are supported,
continue to receive funding, and are able to
continue to develop their craft and careers.

Flexible Contingency Planning
The League has made changes to our funding
programs and allocations for the 2020-2021
year. We will continue to monitor the best
ways we can support poetic events and
careers throughout the year.

Transitioning to a digital-only AGM
for 2020
We were disappointed to cancel our 2020
AGM and Poetry Conference, set to take place
in partnership with The Writers’ Union of
Canada in Montreal. We look forward to a
time when we can gather again!

COVID-19 Membership Relief Fund
The League has offered membership relief to
provide continuity to poets impacted by the
pandemic Strategic Planning: This year, we
were very lucky to be able to take part in a
process of strategic planning. The League
now has a detailed plan to follow and execute
– one that we are confident will lead to more
support, professional opportunities and
connection for Canadian poets. We expect
the impact of COVID-19 to be felt in the arts
community and across Canada for a long time
to come. The League is prepared to work to be
flexible and provide support for artists as we
navigate changes. We will continue all of our
programming in 2020-2021 (many in an
altered format), but we will also continue to
introduce new programs for members:
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S
REPORT
continued
PK Page Mentorship Program
After years of fundraising, the League will be
launching year one of the PK Page
mentorship program in 2020-2021

Pavlick Poetry Award
Thanks to a generous donation, the League
will be awarding a prize of $10,000 to a lucky
poet.

As we navigate
through these challenging
and uncharted waters, my
wish for you is to enjoy some
beauty and feel some love of
each and every day.
–Miriam Dunn MacDonald,
Altlantic Rep

BIPOC Writers’ Connect
The League will be hosting our second
annual BIPOC Writers’ Connect event in
partnership with The Writers’ Union of
Canada. In 2020, we will be opening this
program to applicants from BC as well
as Ontario, and will continue to expand in
2021 and beyond.

Online Promotions
The League will be looking for more ways to
bring Canadian Poetry into the daily lives of
people around the globe through Poetry
Pause, and curated blog content, and will
continue to develop partnership
opportunities as they arise. This is a difficult
time for everyone and I feel very grateful
that the League is still in a position to provide
support to poets during this time. The world
needs poetry now more than ever, and it has
been beautiful to see our community come
together in support.

We have seen
unprecedented levels of
engagement in our programs,
projects, and promotions
this year.
–Lesley Fletcher,
Executive Director
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MEMBERSHIP
The League closed the 2019-2020 year with just under 800 active members, and new
member applications continued to roll in at a steady rate throughout the year. In the 20192020 year, the League welcomed 139 new and returning lapsed members, consistent with
the member growth from last year.

Breakdown of new membership:
Full: 73
Associate: 31
Returning lapsed members: 25
Upgrade from Associate to Full: 10

By Region:
Atlantic: 13
Quebec -Nunavut: 15
Ontario: 58
Manitoba: 1
Saskatchewan: 4
Alberta - Northwest Teritories: 15
British Columbia - Yukon: 28

2019-2020 Member
Survey: Impressions from
League members are very
positive in 2020.
Associate members in
particular noted increased
satisfaction with the
League this year.

How new members found the League
Through League-administered awards, chapbooks and contests: 6
From poet friends and colleagues: 45
From their publisher: 18
From a writers' organization: 3
From social media: 7
From Google Search: 6

2019-2020 Member
Survey: The top reasons
poets join the League are
community, funding
support, information,
professionalism and to
support emerging poets
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MEMBERSHIP
WHO MAKES UP THE LEAGUE OF CANADIAN POETS?
Data from the 2018 & 2019 Member surveys
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MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
BY ANNE BURKE
As of May 30, 2019, the Membership
Committee has approved 65 Full and 43
Associate new Members. This compares
with June 2018, when we had reviewed
and accepted 56 Full and 25 Associate
Members. At the same time in 2017, we
had reviewed and accepted 46 Full and 26
Associate Members. This compares with 42
new Full and 11 Associate, in 2016. There
were 27 new Full and 12 Associate
accepted in 2014-2015. Member retention
is another factor to be considered on an
ongoing basis. The Raymond Souster
Award is presented for a book of poetry by
a League of Canadian Poets member. The
award honours a founder of the League of
Canadian Poets and carries a $2,000 prize.
The short and long lists were announced.
Hope you can join us for a virtual AGM
(TBA). This year I was able to participate in
outreach through the Feminist Caucus
Review Committee. The timing cooccurred with the advent of the global
pandemic. The League remains an
advocate in the poet community. The peer
review process has been used throughout
the League’s history.
This was my last year as Membership
Chair. (I would like to be a Print Committee
member.) Susan McMaster has graciously
agreed to step up as nominee for
forthcoming Membership Chair. In
addition, the other current members
would like to continue. I want to thank the
Membership Committee, two members for
Spoken Word and then two members for
Print.
Tanya Evanson is an Antiguan-Canadian
poet, performer and producer from

Tiohtià:ke/Montreal. She presents spoken
word internationally, has released four
audio recordings, and is program director
of Banff Centre Spoken Word. Her two
published poetry collections are Bothism
(2017) and Nouveau Griot (2018). She
moonlights as a whirling dervish.
Ian Ferrier who blends whispered and
spoken word with electric guitar. He has
performed in over 500 shows in Canada,
the U.S. and Europe. He has curated a
monthly literature and music show for 20
years and the annual Mile End Poets’
Festival for ten, and has authored two CDs
and four books.
Blaine Marchand's writings have appeared
in Canada, the U.S., New Zealand and and
Pakistan. A part of the literary scene in
Ottawa for over 50 years, he was President
of the League from 1991-93. A full length
manuscript, Becoming History, is making
the rounds and he is working on four
different series of poems at the moment.
Susan McMaster has published some 30
books and word music recordings, recently
Solace (audiobook 2020), Haunt (2018), and
Lizard Love: Artists scan poems by SM
(2017). Projects include Waging Peace:
Politics & Political Action; and Branching
Out, the first national feminist/arts
magazine (see Feminist Acts, T.E. Jordan,
UAP 2019). She too is a former League
President.
The Joseph Sherman New Members
Memorial Reading, celebrating some of our
New Members from the past year, is a
League tradition, which must be
postponed. However, I wish to feature all
of them here. (See 2019-2020 New Member
List) This is a good time to purchase their
books and check out Fresh Voices to read
some of their poems!
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ASSOCIATE
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

Fresh Voices # 18, October 2019 featured
poems by Josephine LoRe, Meg Freer,
Christopher McCarthy, Gavin Barrett and
Louisa Howerow.

BY JOAN CONWAY

Fresh Voices #19, January 2020, featured
poems by Harry Posner, Shayne Coffin,
Kelly Madden, David G. Malcolm, Corina
Gugulus, Danny Peart, Graham Ducker and
Tony Brathwaite.

This is my second year as the Associate
Members Representative, and as I gain
new skills and understanding on how to
support our members, I am continually
struck with the level of dedication and
passion from the league’s board and staff
to ensure that poetry not only continues
to grow but also that our mandate reflects
the current culture of poets in our vast
nation.
I send out personal welcome emails to all
new associate members as well as news
broadcasts highlighting and encouraging
members to take advantage of all
opportunities. I understand the sense of
isolation that occurs in the search to find a
stronger foothold in poetic communities
and so ongoing communication is essential.
Our Fresh Voices forum, which publishes
the poetry of the Associate members on
the League’s website continues to provide
vital assistance for our members. Blaine
Marchand’s generous support as Full
Member mentor is a real benefit to
associate members and as a result, we’ve
continued to have long-time members as
well as new members see their poems very
well represented.

Our most exciting new venture was
initiating a chapbook contest for Associate
members in February 2020. Again, this
was in collaboration with Blaine
Marchand who was invaluable for the
process to take place. The project was very
successful! As of April 2020, we are
completing the final draft for our
chapbook, which is entitled, Tending the
Fire. Fifteen associate members were
successful with their entries and are
eagerly awaiting the completed version.
I’m also thankful to head office – Lesley
Fletcher, Laura O’Brien, Natalie
Czerwinski and Nicole Brewer – for all the
ways in which they provide support with
the wealth of their talents as they support
our members of all standing.
Associate members are a vital community
with a rich voice from many cultures
across our country. I am very pleased and
honoured to represent them.

Fresh Voices #17, June 2019, featured
poems by Associate members Frances
Roberts Reilly, Meena Chopra, Joanne
Belanger, kjmunro, Martha Swinn, Sonja
Arntzen, Yonathan Asefaw, Razielle
Aigen, Harold Feddersen, Sharon Goodier,
Michael Goodfellow, and Jennifer Wenn.
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2019-2020 NEW MEMBER LIST
FULL MEMBERS
Randell Adjei - Toronto, ON
Mike Barnes - Toronto, ON
Madeleine Bassnett - London, ON
Tanja Bartel - Pitt Meadows, BC
Gwen Benaway - Toronto, ON
Stephen Berg - Duncan, BC
Ashley-Elizabeth Best - Kingston, ON
Bertrand Bickersteth - Calgary, AB
Lindsay Bird - Corner Brook, NFLD
Heather Birrell - Toronto, ON
Sue Buis - Knutsford, BC
Edward Carson - Toronto, ON
Laura Cok - Toronto, ON
Stewart Cole - Oshkosh, Wisconsin
Conyer Clayton - Ottawa, ON
Su Croll - Edmonton, AB
Sarah Ens - Saskatoon, SK
Elizabeth Glenn-Copeland - Sackville, NB
Shery Alexander Heinis - Ottawa, ON
Karen Houle - Guelph, ON
Kyla Jamieson - Vancouver, BC
Bruce Kauffman - Kingston, ON
Eva Kolacz - Oakville, ON
Ian Kinney - Calgary, AB
Jeff Kirby - Toronto, ON
Virgina Konchan - Halifax, NS
Margo Lapierre - Ottawa, ON
Amy LeBlanc - Calgary, AB
Andrew Lafleche - Eganville, ON
Joshua Levy - Montreal, QC
Paul Lisson - Hamilton, ON
David Ly - Vancouver, BC
Bob MacKenzie - Kingston, ON
Linda Martin - Toronto, ON
David G. Malcolm - Inuvik, NWT
Desiree McKenzie - Brampton, ON
David Miller - Terrace, BC
kj munro - Whitehorse, YT
Marion Mutala - Saskatoon, SK
Alessandra Naccarato - Toronto, ON
Paul Pearson - Edmonton, AB
Julie Pellissier-Lush - Winsloe, PEI
Tyler Pennock - Toronto, ON
Jaclyn Piudik - Toronto, ON
Kyeren Regehr - Victoria, BC
Dominque Russell - Toronto, ON
Adam Seelig - Toronto, ON

Donald (Neil) Simmers - Surrey, BC
Anne Sorbie - Calgary, AB
Dani Spinosa - Toronto, ON
Catherine Stewart - Saanichton, BC
John Elizabeth Stintzi - Kansas City, Missouri
Kara Thordarson - Montréal, QC
Leif Vaage - Toronto, ON
Ken Victor - Chelsea, QC
Douglas Walbourne Gough - Fredericton, NB
Susan Whelehan - Toronto, ON
Titilope Williams - Edmonton, AB
Erin Wilson - Massey, ON
Sarah Wolfson - Montreal, QC
Laura Zacharin - Toronto, ON

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Gavin Barrett - Toronto, ON
Moni Brar - Calgary, AB
Ellen Chang-Richardson - Ottawa, ON
Liana Di Marco - Toronto, ON
Sara Ens - Saskatoon, SK
Lesley-Anne Evans - Kelowna, BC
Noah Farberman - Toronto, ON
Meg Freer - Kingston, ON
Mel Gill - Stittsville, ON
Michael Goodfellow - LaHave, NS
Corina Gugulus - Toronto, ON
Nathan Hauch - Ottawa, ON
Sarah Hilton - Scarborough, ON
Emily Jones - Montreal, QC
Alisha Kaplan - Toronto, ON
Shannon Kernaghan - Leduc, AB
Joseph Kidney - New Westminister, BC
Winston Le - Langley, BC
Patricia MacKay - Duncan, BC
Kelly Madden - Courtenay, BC
Deirdre Maultsaid - Burnaby, BC
Laura McGavin - Ottawa, ON
Ghazal Mosadeq - Toronto, ON
Vladimir Nicolas - Verdun, Quebec
Katie O'Brien - Calgary, AB
Carol Harvey Steski - Toronto, ON
Lisa Walker - Toronto, ON
Martha Warren - Vancouver, BC
Susan Wismer - Collingwood, ON
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PROGRAMS, PROJECTS, AWARDS &
CONTESTS
In this section:

POETRY PAUSE

Poetry Pause

Description

LCP Chapbook Series
Poetry in Union
National Poetry Month
Poem In Your Pocket
Poetry City
Broadsheet Contest
Very Small Verse Contest
Poetry Awards

Inspired by The Academy of American Poets’
Poem-a-Day program, Poetry Pause is
intended to augment the presence of
Canadian poetry and to provide an
opportunity to Canadian poets – seasoned and
emerging alike – to have their poetry read by
many. Poetry Pause delivers more than a
poem; it delivers the chance for folks to pause
for poetry – to spare a few minutes each day
for words that heal, inspire, and sustain.

Poetry Pause spotlights from 20192020
Subterrean Blue, The Capilano Review, Event
Arc, Vallum, carte blanche, CV2,The
Fiddelhead, Word on the Street,
Canthius, Prairie Fire, Grain, bad dog,
untethered, Plenitude, Poetry in Union, Augur,
Biblioasis, LCP Book Awards and The
Writers' Studio at SFU

Engagement

Did you know?
30% of the League's
Facebook followers
are between the ages
of 25-44

Over 250 poems have appeared in Poetry
Pause 2019-2020 and there are just under
1000 organic subscribers as of May 2020.
This year has also marked a consistent social
media presence for Poetry Pause, with each
poem appearing on the LCP's Twitter and
Facebook page as of March 2020. Plans are in
place to move Poetry Pause onto Instagram as
well.

Accessibility
The 2019-2020 Poetry Pause year is the first
where the poems have been provided in an
accessible format through email distribution
(Mailchimp) and on poets.ca.

LEAGUE OF CANADIAN POETS ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020

PAGE 12

LCP CHAPBOOK
SERIES

POETRY IN
UNION

Description

Description

The LCP Chapbook Series has the express
intent to center diverse voices and rising
poetic talents in Canada. The LCP Chapbook
Series publishes fresh and exceptional
Canadian poetry guided by various themes
and forms to increase visibility and
recognition for the various identities held by
folks contributing and belonging to the
vibrant Canadian poetry community.
LCP produced 3 chapbooks this year.

The second annual Poetry in Union event
was held on 14 February, 2020 in
the West Wing of Union Station in Toronto,
ON. Commuters were invited to sit down
with a poet and have a complimentary poem
written for them on the spot.

Chapbooks 2019-2020
These Lands: A Collection of Voices by Black
Poets in Canada
Edited by Chelene Knight and hand-sewn by
Nic Brewer
Fresh Voices: Tending the Fire, poems by
associate members of the League of
Canadian Poets
Edited by Joan Conway and Blaine Marchand
and hand-sewn by Nic Brewer
stripped layers of skin from heart: a
collection of voices by Indigenous poets in
Canada
Edited by Rita Bouvier and hand-sewn by Nic
Brewer

Event Details
The event also included opening remarks
from Toronto’s Poet Laureate, Al Moritz, as
well as a spoken word performance by
Andrea Thompson. The event allowed
commuters to connect with poets one-on-one
and engage with poetry in a way that people
rarely get a chance to. The fact that the event
was held on Valentine’s Day made it extra
special – many couples had poems written
together, or people had poems written for
their loved ones. The event was so popular
that lines formed.
The participating poets were: Ronna Bloom,
Jacquie Buncel, Domenico Capilongo, Ayesha
Chatterjee, Dani Couture, Sadiqa de Meijer,
Puneet Dutt, Maureen Hynes, Lois Lorimer,
Kate Marshall Flaherty, Jim Nason, Susie
Whelehan and Sarah yi-Mei Tsiang.

Promotion
The event also featured: poetry bookmarks; a
poetry book cart featuring books by the
participating poets and League-produced
books such as the PIYP booklet and the Haiku
chapbook; free coffee, hot chocolate and
snacks; a flower vendor cart and a player
piano. The participating poets were also
featured in Poetry Pause in the two weeks
leading up to the event.
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NATIONAL
POETRY MONTH
APRIL 2020
Description
The League of Canadian Poets celebrated the
22nd National Poetry Month this April 2020 with
the theme of “A World of Poetry.” This theme
was chosen with the goal of inspiring
conversations, poems, and dialogues about the
many ways poetry is expressed and honoured
around the world, as well as the cultural impacts
of poetry in different regions. We encouraged
poets from around the world to speak and write
about what poetry means for their life
experiences, perspectives and identity as well as
the roots of poetry in their culture or country.
NPM2020 took place during the COVID-19
pandemic, impacting the ability for people to
gather and live as they normally would.

Key dates
• April 1: NPM2020 Kickoff
• April 6: Longlists for 2020 Book Awards
announced
• April 6 – 17: Poetry Pause Spotlight with Best
Canadian Poetry 2019 (Biblioasis)
• April 18 – May 3: Poetry Pause spotlight with
long and shortlisted poems from 2020 Book
Awards
• April 20: Shortlists for 2020 Book Awards
Announced
• April 30: Last day of NPM

Social Media and Website
Twitter
Total tweets: 101 (not including retweets)
125,000 total impressions, 639 Likes, 311 Retweets
Facebook
Total posts: 114
Reach: 8,572. Engagement: 2,683

Content Overview
Poetry Prompts: Each day in April (for a total
of 30 prompts), LCP posted on Facebook and
Twitter a prompt to write a poem. The
prompts from each week were also included
in the weekly NPM newsletter.
NPM Blog: 21 poets wrote articles of varying
in length from 500-1500 words based on the
theme of “A world of Poetry” These articles
were shared on poets.ca, Facebook, Twitter,
and the NPM weekly newsletter.
Poetry Pause: Poetry Pause for NPM2020
included two special rounds of poems to
highlight: Best Canadian Poetry 2019 and
Biblioasis were featured in Poetry Pause from
April 6-17, which included 8 poems from the
BCP2019 book, and poems from the long and
shortlisted poets for the 2020 LCP Book
Awards
NPM Newsletter: A Weekly newsletter was
sent out on Saturdays throughout NPM2020
highlighting the LCP content (Poetry
Prompts, Blog posts, announcements) as well
as NPM news from League members and the
poetry community, calls for submissions and
open awards. In total, 4 NPM Round-ups
were released.
Chapbook Launch: During NPM 2020, the
LCP Chapbook series launched Tending the
fire: Poems from associate members of the
League. This launch was featured
prominently in the NPM newsletter and
announced on social media.
Book Awards and Poem in Your Pocket Day:
These are two significant events of National
Poetry Month each year. Please see the
individual reports for these events for
further information.

poets.ca
18,000 total visits with 13,000 unique visitors
31,327 page views
LEAGUE OF CANADIAN POETS ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020
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POEM IN YOUR
POCKET
Description
Poem In Your Pocket Day (April 30, 2020) is
an international movement that encourages
folks to centre poetry within their daily
interactions. On PIYP Day, select a poem,
carry it with you, and share it with others at
schools, bookstores, libraries, parks,
workplaces, coffee shops, street corners, and
on social media.

Contest
LCP runs a contest for members to submit
poems to be selected for the annual Poem In
Your Pocket Booklet. This contest ran from
October 14, 2019 — December 15, 2019 and
recieved 56 submissions.
The 13 selected poets for the 2020 booklet
were: Annick MacAskill, Shannon
Kernaghan, Steven Heighton, Kevin Irie, Nan
Williamson, Penn Kemp, Colin Morton,
Louisa Howerow, Bänoo Zan, Christine
McNair, John Barger, M.E. Csamer, Carole
MacKay

Design
Each poem postcard was creatively designed
by Megan Fildes, and has recieved wonderful
praise for the aesthetic and appearance,
similarly with years previous.

Promotion
Poems were available to download on the LCP
website, and all selected poems were shared
hourly via LCP social media.

POETRY CITY
Description
The Poetry City challenge is a way to recognize
the valuable contribution of poets and writers
make to the cultural life in communities and to
celebrate the leadership of many of Canada’s
council members that promote the art and
literacy through their political platforms.

Overview
Over 100 mayors/city representatives were
contacted to invite them to sign up for the Poetry
City Challenge. A sample press release and
proclamation was provided to Poetry City
participants . Cities were provided with social
media suggestions to help build excitement for
Poetry City online as well. National Poetry
Month materials (posters and bookmarks) were
mailed as requested by Poetry City participants
A Poetry City Map was developed and featured:
Poetry organizations, famous poetic sites, poetic
plaques/monuments, all Poetry City participants
from the past five years and Places that well
known poems are about.

COVID-19
Originally, many participating cities had written
in with the intent to organize events and
activities. Unfortunately, March 2020 was when
the COVID-19 situation began to take real hold of
the country, with the implementation of stay-athome orders and states of emergencies being
declared in many provinces. As a result, many
public events that were supposed to be held in
late March or April were cancelled. However,
several cities adapted and planned online events,
including: an e-Chapbook launch, Poem mailings
by Poet Laureates to celebrate World Poetry Day,
weekly email prompts being sent to local writers,
a poetry show on the local radio station, a Youth
Poetry Instagram Campaign, and Youth Poet
Laureate Programs.
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BROADSHEET
CONTEST

VERY SMALL
VERSE CONTEST

Description

Description

What is a “broadsheet,” you may ask? By
definition, a “broadsheet” is a large piece of
paper printed with information on one side
only. In the world of poetry, a broadsheet is a
great format in which to share or showcase
one stand-out poem – winning this contest
will surely do both!

Small poems, big ideas. This contest invites
and challenges poets to submit 4 micropoems
– at least six (6) words in length but no more
than two hundred (200) characters.

Date

Years Contest has run

November 14, 2019 – January 29, 2020

2

Years Contest has run

Juror

4

Vlado

Juror

Winner

Nisha Patel

"Lovers" by Diana Manole

Winner

Prize

“Cosmic Egg Hypothesis” by Laura Cok

$150 cash, publication in Poetry Pause,
publication in the 2020 Poem in Your Pocket
booklet, Publication in full on all League
social media platforms, a custom-made
graphic rendering of the winner poem for the
poet’s use on social media and printed on a tshirt & tote bag.

Prize
$150 cash, 10 copies of their poem as a handcrafted artisanal broadsheet designed and
produced by Briar Craig (by donation),
inclusion in the 2020 Poem in Your Pocket
Day booklet, one year free membership with
the League.

Date
November 14, 2019 – January 29, 2020

Total number of poems submitted
57

Total number of poems submitted
50
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POETRY AWARDS

The Pat Lowther Memorial
Award

Key Dates

The Pat Lowther Memorial Award is given
for a book of poetry by a Canadian woman,
and is in memory of the late Pat Lowther,
whose career was cut short by her untimely
death in 1975. This award honours books by
woman-identifying folks.

April 6, 2020: Longlist announcement
April 20, 2020: Shortlist Announcment
May 11: Winners Announcement

Longlists
Longlists were announced via email, website
and social media. Additional to the initial
announcement, a "Celebrating the Longlists"
webpage was made to highlight and bring
attention to all the longlisted books for the
2020 Awards.

2020 Jurors: Annick MacAskill, Billeh
Nickerson and Soraya Peerbaye
2020 Winner: How She Read by Chantal
Gibson (Caitlin Press)

Shortlists

The Raymond Souster Award

Shortlists were announced via email, website
and social media. PDF packages were created
and made available that contined full
overviews and quotes for the shortlisted
books for the 2020 Awards.

The Raymond Souster Award is given for a
book of poetry by a League of Canadian Poets
member. The award honours Raymond
Souster, an early founder of the League of
Canadian Poets. The award carries a $2,000
prize and it is presented each year at the LCP
Annual Conference in June, with the
shortlist announced in April.

Winners
Each winning poets was invited to complete
an interview to accopmany the webpage
announcing their win. The announcement
was made via email, social media and each
winning poet was featured in Poetry Pause
during the week of May 11. CBC also
provided significant coverage of the LCP
Poetry Awards.

The Gerald Lampert Memorial
Award

2020 Jurors: Jim Johnstone, Suzanne Zelazo,
Randy Lundy
2020 Winner: Unmeaningable by Roxanna
Bennett (Gordon Hill Press)

The Sheri-D Wilson Golden Beret
Award

The Gerald Lampert Memorial Award is
given in the memory of Gerald Lampert, an
arts administrator who organized authors’
tours and took a particular interest in the
work of new writers. The award recognizes a
first book of poetry published by a Canadian.

The Sheri-D Wilson Golden Beret Award is
an annual literary prize crafted specifically
to highlight the unique strengths and values
of spoken word poetry. The Sheri-D Wilson
Golden Beret Award honours an established
Canadian poet with a history of achievement
and performance in spoken word.

2020 Jurors: Ben Ladouceur, Robin
Richardson and Anna Yin

2020 Jurors: Hal Hart, Johnny MacRae and
Tanya Neumeyer

2020 Winner: Float and Scurry by Heather
Birrell (Anvil Press/A Feed Dog Book)

2020 Winner: Charlie C Petch
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FUNDING
PROGRAMS
REPORT

National Poetry Month

Canada Poetry Tours

Provincial breakdown

Amount paid: $78,065.32, a 7% increase from
last year
$46,778.18 honoraria
$31,287 travel
Number of poets funded: 165 (2018-2019: 154)
Full readings funded: 114 (2018-2019: 109)
Half readings funded: 144 (2018-2019: 147)

Provincial Breakdown
British Columbia: 43
Alberta: 23
Saskatchewan: 6
Manitoba: 4
Ontario: 108
Quebec: 28
New Brunswick: 12
Nova Scotia: 17
Prince Edward Island: 1
Newfoundland and Labrador: 14
Number of hosts: 143 (2018-2019: 128)
Number of cities in which funded events
took place: 75 (2018 – 2019: 69)

COVID-19
15 cancelled events, $2,700 honoraria and
$1,650 travel reimbursement paid out

Readings in Public Places
Amount paid: $4,423.64, consistent with last
year
Number of events funded: 44
Number of poets funded: 30
Number of hosts: 20

Amount paid: $10,024.63 (consistent with 20182019)
Number of poets funded: 80

British Columbia: 19
Alberta: 2
Saskatchewan: 0
Manitoba: 6
Ontario: 33
Quebec: 10
New Brunswick: 2
Nova Scotia: 4
Prince Edward Island: 0
Newfoundland and Labrador: 4
Number of hosts: 37 (2018-2019: 31)
Number of cities in which funded events
took place: 29 (2018-2019: 24)

Poets in the Schools
Amount paid: $19,101.61, consistent with last
year
$15,887.62 honoraria
$3,213.99 travel
Number of poets funded: 26
Total number of funded visits: 70
Full visits funded: 43
Half visits funded: 27
Specially funded visits (NPM): 14
Specially funded Northern/remote visits: 7
Specially funded visits (other): 9
Number of schools: 40

COVID-19
14 cancelled events, $3,900 honoraria paid
out
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COMMUNICATIONS
REPORT
Social Media and Website
Growth
Facebook
3202 Likes, 3515 Followers
(April 2019: 2746 Likes, 2792 Followers)
Followers Growth: +723

Twitter
6939 Followers
(April 2019: 5816 Followers)
Growth: +1,123

Instagram
2750 Followers
(April 2019: 2588 Followers)
Growth: + 162

Between the Lines Monthly
Newsletter
1,095 Subscribers
(April 2019: 1058 subscribers)
Growth: +37

Making sure that members are interacting with
the League on social media platforms is the ideal
way to build community and bring awareness to
poetry news and events. The League's capacity to
engage and amplify the news of members and
friends of the League is currently reliant on their
ability to share that news directly to the League.
There is a need for further resoucres (such as a
Facebook group) to build stronger bonds and
deliver and share news broadly.

Member Communications
It has consistently shown over 2019-2020 that
the LCP members love to share and see poetry
news across all social media platforms and email.
The League continues to develop and plan for
new ways to optimize communication and
connect the poetry community from all parts of
Canada. Using sites like Wild Apricot, programs
like Jotform and reaching out directly to
members through email and phone provides a
wide variety of options for anyone who would
like to connect with the League, regardless of
technology, accessibility or digital fluency.
Balancing content on poets.ca with the higher
engagement of social media continues to be an
area of opportunity.

Poets.ca
73,894 new visitors
183,572 page views
Average session duration: 1m42s
The posts that recieve the most engagement
overall are those where poets are credited
and tagged where appropriate. When Legaue
and community members amplify posts by
the League through reposts and sharing, the
organic reach is exponential.

49%
of Between the Lines
subscribers are highly
engaged with the
content
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ATLANTIC
REGIONAL
REPORT
BY MIRIAM DUNN
MACDONALD
The past 12 months have been a busy and
exciting time for many Atlantic league
members, with publications, contests,
readings, interviews and tours. And some of
us, just busy working on the next project.
Congratulations to us all for our commitment
to poetry - the diamond in the crown of
language. Here are some highlights:
Last March, we sent out congratulations to
Eleonore Schönmaier and Phillip Crymble.
Eleonore was the winner of the third annual
National Broadsheet Contest for her work “it
didn't happen here”. Phillip was runner-up
for his poem “The Country East of Rossville,
Indiana”. First and second prize going to
Atlantic League members! How great is that?
As well, Eleonore’s book Wavelengths of Your
Song (McGill-Queen's University Press) was
chosen for publication this coming September
in German translation, in time for the
Frankfurt Book Fair in October 2020. Karin
Cope and John Barton were featured poets in
one of the League’s first chapbook collection
series Thirteen: New Collected Poems from
LGBTQI2S Writers in Canada. Congratulations
to all.
Our AGM last summer was a wonderful
event held at in amazing city, St John’s, NL. I
was so honored to host the Book Awards Gala
and equally thrilled to meet League members
including Mary Dalton, St. John’s new Poet
Laureate, as well as Rose Després and
Matthew Gwathmey. Matthew released Our
Latest in Folktales (Brick Books) and held a
reading at Broken Books which was wellattended. That was exciting.
In other news, Elizabeth Glenn-Copeland
released her book Daring to Hope at the Cliff's

Edge published by Chapel Street Editions in
association with the Joggins Fossil Institute.
And Magie Dominic had a reprint of her
poem “Standing on a Newfoundland Cliff” in
Beyond Forgetting: Celebrating 100 Years of Al
Purdy published by The Englewood Review of
Books. Lindsay Bird of Cornerbrook
celebrated the release of her first solo
collection, Boom Time (Gaspereau Press) and
participated in several readings including the
Common Reading Series in Toronto.
Truro poet and creator of the “Riverwords:
Poetry & Music Festival”, Chad Norman, had
another successful festival and then he was
off on his UK tour, reading throughout
Ireland, Wales, and Scotland. M. Travis Lane,
life member of the League, celebrated the
publication of another collection, A Tent, a
Lantern and an Empty Bowl (Palimpsest Press).
She also reports a future release of Keeping
Count. Such great news.
Jenna Lyn Albert was appointed
Fredericton's Poet Laureate and has just
finished her first year of the two year term.
Congratulations, Jenna. Anne Simpson had
her latest poetry collection Strange Attractor
published in September by McClelland &
Stewart. The book launch was held at the Red
Sky Gallery in Antigonish.
In October 2019, several League members
participated in a public reading hosted by
Annick MacAskill and the Writer’
Federation of Nova Scotia. The League Reads
included Janet Barkhouse, Deidre Dwyer,
Chad Norman, Anne Simpson, and featured
Margo Wheaton who was reading from her
book The Unlit Path Behind the House.
We send our sincere thanks, again, to the
WFNS for organizing this League Members
Reading.
Matthew Goodfellow, editor of The Lahave
Review, had works included in Measure
Review and Verse Daily and his poem “LaHave
Ferry,” was featured on the League’s Fresh
Voices last summer.
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ATLANTIC
REGIONAL
REPORT
continued
Janet Barkhouse, Margo Wheaton and Brian
Bartlett were each featured in Aubade, an
anthology of Nova Scotia poems and prose,
published by Boularderie Island Press which
was released in November 2019. Well done!
Congratulations goes to Alison Dyer whose
book I'd Write the Sea Like a Parlour Game was
the winner of the Newfoundland & Labrador
Book Awards E.J. Pratt Poetry prize. The
awards were presented by Mary Dalton this
past November.
In December 2019, Gaspereau Press released
Brian Bartlett’s Safety Last as part of their
Devil’s Whim Chapbook Series. In the winter
he gave readings at the Tipsy Muse in
Fredericton and at the Writer’s Federation of
Nova Scotia in Halifax.
In March, Brian gave the inaugural Angus
Johnston Memorial Lecture, on Alden
Nowlan, at the University of King’s College,
as part of a “Poetry and Song” celebration of
Nowlan. As well, at the Cedar Centre in
Windsor, Brian read Nowlan poems and
talked about the poet’s life and work. For The
Fiddlehead’s special 75th anniversary issue,
Brian edited a feature on numerous Canadian
poets who published their first collections
after the age of fifty.
And finally, congratulations to Annick
MacAskill on the upcoming release of
Murmurations, (Gaspereau Press), her second
solo collection. Annick was also published
the past year in The Humber Literary Review,
Best Canadian Poetry 2019, Prism,
Contemporary Verse 2, The Stinging Fly, and
Arc. She was a featured poet for the The
Haliburton Live Poets! reading series as well
as the St. Mary’s Reading series.

As we navigate through these challenging
and uncharted waters, my wish for you is to
enjoy some beauty and feel some love of each
and every day.

ONTARIO
REGIONAL
REPORT
BY CLAUDIA COUTU
RADMORE
In January, Nan Williamson became the leader
of the Poetry Circle, Canadian Authors
Association . They’ve had five meetings and are
now communicating online. A poetry reading
event had been planned for National Poetry
Month on April 26th.
In February, at the invitation of choir director
Nicola Oddy, Susan Gillis formed the
performance group Bon Echo with three others
and began rehearsals for our inaugural
performance of original polyphonic poems,
which took place with the choir Feb 29 in Perth.
During National Poetry Month, Joanne Belanger
usually gets to wear her purple dress with the
gigantic pockets at Nicholson Catholic College in
Belleville, the high school where she is chaplain.
She fills the pockets with haiku and hands them
out randomly. She can’t do that this year, but
plans a video of her reciting haiku to staff and
students.
For Keith Garebian, the most special event was
Frontenac House's launch of its 2019 quartet
(including his collection, Against Forgetting) in
Calgary on Sept. 17, 2019 at Memorial Park
Library.
Susan McMaster and her friends and have
switched our meetings to online poetry
Zoomfests; no muffins, but lots of good cheer!
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ONTARIO
REGIONAL
REPORT
continued
Kate Rogers only arrived back in Canada from
Hong Kong in early December, and became a
volunteer for Bänoo Zan’s wonderful monthly
reading series, Shab-e She’r, before the end of
2019.
Kim Fahner participated in a Poetry/music
residency at Banff in January, and has an
audiobook on the way.
In Sudbury, the 2nd Annual Sci-Art Poetry
Evening at Science North was held on Tuesday,
March 10th, featuring poetry readings by Adam
Dickinson and past Sudbury Poets Laureate, as
well as the winners of the local poetry
competition.
Keith Inman reports that each April, the St.
Catharines Library usually hosts a group of
writers to read along with students from Adam
Dickinson’s Creative Writing Class at Brock
University, and the Libraries own teen winners
of their ‘Fresh Ink’ Contest; it’s so cool this
diversity of voices, and the writers getting shown
up all the time :)
Jeevan Bhagwat says the Scarborough Poetry
Club held its very popular Voices in Verse poetry
reading event in April 2019 at the Agincourt
branch of the Toronto Public Library.
Eliz Greene launched The Dowager Empress:
Poems by Adele Wiseman, which she selected and
introduced, at the Inanna launch, Ben McNally’s
book store in Toronto, Oct. 3 and at Novel Idea in
Kingston.
Josie Di Sciascio-Andrews’ poetry and
photography collection Sunrise Over Lake Ontario,
with cover art by prize winning Canadian artist
and poet, John Kinsella, was launched at
Sovereign House in October 2019 ― more than a
poetry book, it is a local cultural artifact for the
historical societies of both Bronte and Oakville
Ontario.

Carol Dilworth reports that Guelph Spoken Word
hosted the Canadian Festival of Spoken Word
competition for the second year in a row. The
finals were live streamed. There are monthly
Saturday evening slam competitions. The March
competition was done online― not one Saturday
evening slam has been cancelled!
Nathan Hauch released his visual pandemic
poem, "still" on Vimeo, and will try to keep it
online with public access.
Dividing his time between Ottawa and Victoria
has encouraged Colin Morton to renew
acquaintance and keep in closer touch with
writer friends across the country.
On November 15, 2019, Richard-Yves Sitoski held
the Owen Sound Poet Laureate Hand-off event,
wherein the outgoing Poet Laureate passed the
laurels on to him.
In 2019, Mary Lee Bragg published her first full
collection of poetry The Landscape That Isn’t There
(Aeolus House Press). The title feels all too
appropriate in these days of physical distancing.
Marty Gervais writes that a half dozen poets,
including Bruce Meyer, Rosemary Sullivan,
Vanessa Shields and John B. Lee, joined together
for a major reading at BookFest Windsor before a
sold-out audience late last Fall to celebrate the
50th anniversary of Black Moss Press.
Shery Alexander Heinis co-founded the
Ottawa-based In Our Tongues Reading and
Art Series, launched on October 8, 2019,
dedicated to showcasing, nurturing and
advancing Indigenous and racialized poets,
writers and musicians.
On Jan 25, 2020, at Windsor Yacht Club,
Mary Ann Mulhern read from The Midnight
Moon Sings of Murder, her new book about
the tragic Donnelly family.
Barbara Bucknall launched the 2nd edition of
her Witch Poems on September 8 2019.
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ONTARIO
REGIONAL
REPORT
continued
Katerina Vaughn Fretwell taught poetry;
performed with her students at a coffee house,
attended Allan Briesmaster’s reading at Word Up
in Barrie, and read at the open mic on March 12,
at a vegan restaurant. Her ninth book, and art,
We Are Malala (Inanna 2019), was launched at the
Supermarket in Kensington, Toronto, on June 13,
2019.
Roxanna Bennett reports that the AbleHamilton
Festival of Disability Poetics and the launch of
Hamilton Arts and Letters first-ever issue of an
anthology of disability poetics in Canada, both
facilitated by Shane Neilson and Ally Fleming,
were incredibly special and ground-breaking
events. Paul Lisson writes: Hamilton Arts &
Letters magazine is a proud partner of the 2nd
Annual AbleHamilton Poetry Festival, among the
first disAbility-focused poetry festivals in Canada.
On November 2, 2019, Diana Beresford-Kroeger
and Penn Kemp launched new books— Diana's To
Speak for the Trees (Random House) and,
sponsored by The League, Penn’s book of
ecopoetry, River Revery (Insomniac Press,
riverrevery.ca)
Conyer Clayton released her debut full-length
collection of poetry, We Shed Our Skin Like
Dynamite (Guernica Editions), May 1, 2020.
Blaine Marchand lauds Tree Poetry (Ben
Ladouceur and Scott Lemoine) for hosting the
February reading by Australian Poet, Mark
Tredinnick. His work is exceptional and inspiring.
It was certainly a privilege to hear him read and
then to buy and delve into his latest book, A
Gathered Distance.
Vanessa Shields of Gertrude’s Writing Room
hosted an International Women's Day gathering;
featuring – Talysha Bujold-Abu, Samantha

Badaoa, Gwen Aube, Aimee Parent Dunn, Kate
Hargreaves, and Jenn Sadai.
In February Claudia Coutu Radmore
participated in Ice & Fire, a weekend workshop
in Val des Monts given by Mark Tredinnick, and
gave a workshop the following weekend in
Hatley, Quebec.
Anna Yin reports that she, George Elliot Clarke
and Tom LeDuc participated in several Great
Lakes Poets Laureate on Social Justice reading
events which connected poets laureate and
audiences across borders to raise various social
issues and exchange solutions.
Jennifer Wenn announces the publication of A
Song of Milestones, her first poetry chapbook.

TORONTO
REGIONAL
REPORT
BY RAJINDERPAL S. PAL
Hello everyone. It is my pleasure to be writing
my first regional update for the LCP Annual
Report as the new National Council
representative for Toronto. My name is
Rajinderpal S. Pal and, though I have a couple of
books poetry published, I have only recently
returned to poetry after a fourteen-year hiatus.
It’s good to be back. Some of you I know and have
met, and others I am hoping we can meet soon.
Next time you see me at an event please come
and introduce yourself to me. I would love to
hear from you.
LCP membership continues to trend upwards; at
last count TO has 165 Full Members and 33
Associate Members. League Events in Toronto
over the past year included the very successful
Poetry in Union, held for the second year, this
time on Valentine’s Day, and the BIPOC Writers’
Connect Event.
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TORONTO
REGIONAL
REPORT

continued

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the Poetry and
Healing Event had to be cancelled, but the
fundraising and poems have been moved online,
thanks to the diligence of Kate Marshall
Flaherty; there will be 12 online posts during
National Poetry Month (NPM) and Poem in Your
Pocket day, with 12 Toronto poets sharing a poem
and reflection on "poetry and healing,” the Sick
Kids’ fundraiser theme, and "a world of poetry,"
NPM’s theme.
As with the Poetry and Healing reading, many
poetry events scheduled for March 2020 were
cancelled, or postponed, because of COVID-19.
Many will be taking place digitally, or (hopefully)
later in 2020. However, LCP was able to host a
multitude of events in all four of our funded
programs:
Readings in Public Places: 45 Events
National Poetry Month (2019): 15 Events
Canada Poetry Tours: 33 events
Poets in the Schools: 28 School Visits
Other poetry news and highlights for 20192020 fiscal year include:
The transition in the role of Toronto Poet
Laureate from Anne Michaels to A.F. Moritz.
Moritz will soon be publishing his twentieth
collection of poetry (As Far As You Know,
Anansi, Spring 2020) and his poignant
response to the current pandemic, Love In
The Time of Plague, has been widely shared
across print and social media nationally, and
internationally.

The creation of a creative writing BFA Program,
led by Lillian Allan, that will feature written,
performance, digital and visual expression (using
language to interact with or create visual forms).
Brickyards was launched, an online spoken word
destination with Brick Books. Launched in
November, a showcase for those artists and an
open mic hosted by Adebe DeRango-Adem.
Independent bookstores continue to make a
comeback as stores such Queen Books and
Another Story promote poetry publications and
host poetry events. A special mention to Knife
Fork Book, a poetry-only bookstore, managed by
the indefatigable Kirby.
Randell Adjei and crew had another great year
with RISE (Reaching Intelligent Souls
Everywhere) Edutainment gaining notification
from TO newspapers for their work for youth in
accessible spaces and they were able to bring the
show downtown to 918 Bathurst for a once a
month show. (Scarborough based)
More intentional performance spaces like Bam
the Youth Slam, Louder than a Bomb, TDSB
Creates, Hot Damn it’s a Queer Slam, Raza
Spoken Word and Wordspell thrived in 20192020.
As the TO representative for LCP for the
upcoming year, I am hopeful that, once we
calibrate and settle, into what will be the
post-pandemic new normal, I can support and
contribute to the poetry and spoken word,
both here and nationally.

The Toronto Poetry Slam won the Canadian
National Festival of Spoken Word. Poets of
honour for the festival were both Toronto
Residents, Patrick De Belen and Mahlikah
Aweri.
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MANITOBA
REGIONAL
REPORT

SASKATCHEWAN
REGIONAL
REPORT

BY BRENDA SCIBERRAS

BY RITA BOUVIER

“Poetry -- like all art -- gives shape and texture and
depth of meaning to our lives. It helps us know the
world. It helps us understand ourselves. It helps us
understand others -- their struggles, their joys, the
ways that they see the world. It helps us connect…
it's not clear that we would survive without
poetry…”
–Barack Obama, April 17, 2015

Thank you to the members who provided a few
notes to support the preparation of this report,
by sharing what being a member of the League
has meant to them and a wee bit about the work
they were doing and looking forward to
(recognizing that what we set out to do doesn’t
always materialize as planned).

I thought I would start my report with this quote,
as I found these words relevant and comforting
during this time of global pause and uncertainty. I
felt I should share them with you since, for me,
poetry and prayer have been my saviour during
these challenging days.
Sadly, this past fall Manitoba lost Andris Taskans,
a humble and kind man, well known to all in the
literary community. Andris was a founding
member of the Manitoba Writers’ Guild, the
International Writers’ Festival (Thin Air) and
Prairie Fire: a Canadian Magazine of New Writing,
of which he served as editor for forty years.
Andris had a passion for literature, especially
poetry, and made it his mission to promote prairie
writers. Over the years he attended hundreds of
literary events, launches and readings, and
published many Canadian poets, giving them
their birth. He will be sorely missed.
Manitoba’s new Poet Laureate is Duncan
Mercredi, who replaces inaugural poet Di Brandt.
Duncan is a Cree/Metis poet, writer, and
storyteller. He has published four poetry
collections, including Spirit of the Wolf: Raise Your
Voice, Dreams of the Wolf in the City, Wolf and
Shadows, The Duke of Windsor: Wolf Sings the
Blues and his most recent work Mahikan Ka Onot:
The Poetry of Duncan Mercredi.
Thank you to the Manitoba Arts Council and the
Winnipeg Arts Council for their continued
support for League members in their artistic
endeavors.
Poetry and Prayers….take care everyone!

I enlisted the support of Word Cloud, an
application that provides a quick summary and
an image of text frequency. The spin I created
about the Saskatchewan poetry scene from this
effort is as follows:

…the Saskatchewan poetry scene is a
ceremony of unpublished works,
shortlisted books, awards, days of
conferencing, lectures, tours and sampling
skies. It is a good day of prayer and peace,
of manifestations and of thankful
prescriptions, and of books delivered to a
library in Ohio and to friends in Texas on
a hot summer day. It is a gift of trees, a
foray into all that is uranium and sadness
in the collapse of Coteau Books.
–Rita Bouvier, SK Rep
Coteau Books, a Saskatchewan based publishing
company in existence for 45 years, promoted the
work of Saskatchewan poets and many others
beyond our province. It was home to poets such
as Gary Hyland, Anne Szumigalski (a GG
winner), Louise Halfe, Bob Currie, Lorna
Crozier, Beth Goobie, Liz Phillips, Bill Robertson,
Tracy Hamon, Katherine Lawrence, Dave
Margoshes, David Carpenter, Susan Andrews
Grace, Jim McLean, Belinda Betker, Thelma
Poirier, Chelsea Coupal, Bruce Rice, etc. Coteau
Books will be missed! Thank you, Dave
Margoshes, for this prompt.
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SASKATCHEWAN
REGIONAL
REPORT
continued
Praises to Glen Sorestad, who has continued to
promote the League of Canadian Poets’
publication, Heartwood: Poems for the Love of
Trees. Glen presented “a copy of Heartwood to
Mark Dameron in Georgetown, Texas at the
home of his brother, the noted Texas poet
Charles “Chip” Dameron.” He wrote, “Mark
Dameron is best known as one of the three cofounders of Tree Folks, a non-profit organization
that has been responsible for the planting of
over three million trees in Austin and
surrounding area.” Of significance, Glen
observed that Saskatchewan poets do not have
many opportunities to have their work
translated and published in other countries.
Which begs the question: why not? Thank you,
Glen for being such a great ambassador for
poetry!
Congratulations to Bernadette Wagner! The Dry
Valley (Radiant Press) is shortlisted for the
Saskatchewan Book Award for Poetry and best
wishes for success in her upcoming manuscript
on uranium.
Bruce Rice’s term as Saskatchewan Poet
Laureate has been extended to 2021.
Congratulations! He will be promoting poetry
and writing in rural and northern areas. Last
summer, with the help of SaskBooks he
delivered a donation of books by Saskatchewan
Indigenous authors and poets to the Greater
Cincinnati Native American Coalition for their
library. On a writing project in Ohio, Bruce was
invited “to participate in four days of ceremony
and sharing at the World Day of Prayer and
Peace, which concludes with a Summer solstice
ceremony.” He wrote, “a person would have to
be made of stone not be moved by it.”
Finally, best wishes to Randy Lundy, who has
taken up new digs in Toronto, as assistant
Professor of English in Creative Writing,

Indigenous Literatures and Oral Traditions at
the University of Toronto-Scarborough.
It has been a busy year for the League staff
and the National Council. Along with the
delivery of its many programs and supports
for poets, the League has been engaged in
strategic planning to sharpen the ways in
which it meets its mandate going forward.
As part of this initiative, it included a review
the Feminist Caucus and input and support
from its Equity and Diversity Committee to
ensure it is serving the needs and aspirations
of the League’s diverse community. Ensuring
financial stability, while expanding its
capacity through partnerships etc., is and
has been an important aspect of the League’s
planning.
In context of these activities, I volunteered
to support the review of Feminist Caucus,
expressed interest in the Diversity and
Equity work, and volunteered to be guest
editor for the League’s Chapbook series
highlighting Indigenous poets. This series
was done in partnership with Saskatchewan
Aboriginal Writers’ Circle Incorporated
(SAWCI) and the National Collaborating
Centre for Indigenous Health. Last fall, I
accepted the opportunity presented by the
SWG to highlight the work of the LCP at its
annual conference—alas, I did not see a huge
spike of membership from Saskatchewan.
Locally, I also continued to serve on the
Advisory Circle of SAWCI, which held it
biennial Ânskohk Indigenous Literary
Festival – Natural W/rites in the fall of
2020. The volunteer SAWCI Board and
Advisory Circle, along with the
contributions of Billy-Ray Belcourt (poetry),
Joshua Whitehead (multi-genre), Louise
Halfe, (poetry) Randy Lundy (poetry), Carol
Rose GoldenEagle (multi-genre), Garry
Thomas Morse (multi-genre), Curtis
Peeteetuce (playwright), the featuring of
Tasha Hubbard’s (filmmaker) documentary
nîpawistamâsowin: WE WILL STAND UP,
the Indigenous Poets Society (spoken word
poets) and many others writers made this
event a spectacular success.
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ALBERTA
REGIONAL
REPORT
BY RAYANNE HAINES
I’m delighted to be the new representative for
Alberta and the Northwest Territories and to
help support the writers in these communities as
best I can. Covid19 has thrown most of our
touring, book events and festivals off track. But I
know the poetry community will return with an
abundance of gentle supports for each other. The
Edmonton Poetry Festival, always a highlight
for poets across the country, had to postpone this
year’s event with hopes of returning in the fall.
49 Alberta Poets are members of the League and
so many of them are doing exciting things! I
reached to everyone and these are a few of the
highlights:
Sheri-D Wilson was appointed to the Order of
Canada in December 2019. Her play "A Love
Letter to Emily C", was produced by Handsome
Alice Theatre, and ran for two weeks to sold-out
audiences. The play was then published in book
form by Frontenac Press.
Nisha Patel was named Edmonton Poet Laureate
(for a two-year term) and won the 2019
Canadian Slam Championship!
2018 Griffin Poetry Prize winner, Billy Ray
Belcourt released his new collection NDN Coping
Mechanisms.
Matthew Stepanic opened the fabulous new
indie book store Glass Books! He and his business
partner Jason Purcell have done a tremendous
job of supporting poets and indie authors and
they have a huge collection of poetry chapbooks!
Chris Hutchinson released In the Vicinity of
Riches by GooseLane Press.

Monica Kidd released her fourth book of poems
with Gaspereau Press titled Chance Encounters
with Wild Animals.
Anne Sorbie released a collection called, Falling
Backwards Into Mirrors (Inanna Publications), as
well as a chapbook called, Songbook for a Poet,
which was designed by the League's Nicole
Brewer. It includes a series of short poems by
Robert Kroetsch and responses to each by Anne.
Anne Burke, the League's Membership Chair,
started a project to arrange the permissions for a
"Living Archive" digital archives for past
feminist chapbooks.
Rayanne Haines won the 2019 Edmonton Artist
Trust Fund Award and produced a poetry
theatre event braiding the voices of nine diverse
female poets, titled She, the River. Due to the
Pandemic the staging of this work has been
postponed to Fall 2020.
Kelly Shepherd’s book Insomnia Bird by
Thistledown Press won the 2019 City of
Edmonton Book Prize.
Titilope Sonuga released This is How We
Disappear with Write Bloody North and the
spoken word album, Swim. She also won the
2019 Edmonton Artist Trust Fund Award.
Rayanne Haines and Matthew Stepanic
continue to run the popular Let’s Get Lit poetry
podcast dedicated to showcasing the works of
Albertan poets. Reach out to them at
admin@rayannehaines if you want to be
considered for a showcase.
Peter Midgely released his new poetry
collection, let us not think of them as barbarians
with NeWest Press and was the recipient of an
AFA individual project grant for a new project.
I know we’re all doing amazing things and it’s a
thrill to be the rep!
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Established in 1966, the League of Canadian
Poets is a national non-profit organization
dedicated to supporting poets, building poetic
communities, supporting inclusive and
equitable free expression, and promoting
Canadian poets and Poetry.
2 Carlton Street, Suite 1519,
Toronto ON,
M5B 1J3
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