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What is the Haw River 
Trail Partnership?

The Haw River Trail Partnership 
was formed with the goal of 
helping the public enjoy and 

conserve the natural resources of 
the Haw River corridor. 

The Partnership is the result 
of a signed Memorandum 

of Understanding between 
ten governmental agencies 

agreeing to work together for the 
development of trails along the 

river and conservation of the river 
and lands within the watershed. 

The MOU renews every ten years. 
The current MOU effective January 
2022 through December 2032 has 

70% of signatures completed. 

Learn more at thehaw.org

View of the dam from new trail in Saxpahaw. 

New Trail in Saxapahaw
An additional half mile of trail has opened in Saxapahaw. The new 
trail is adjacent to the Saxapahaw Campground and provides a closer 
view of the dam. This new trail section provides access to expand the 
trail north and will one day connect to Swepsonville River Park. 
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Upcoming Events & Volunteer Opportunities 

Haw River Camp & Clean
SATURDAY & SUNDAY MAY 14-15

Altamahaw to The Valley Paddle Access 

Join us for the Haw River Camp & Clean! This is a one-night paddle trip 
along the river where we will clean up trash along the way. This is an 
intermediate paddle with a few small beginner rapids. This year we 
will be going from the Altamahaw paddle access to The Valley (Indian 
Valley) paddle access. We will camp at Shallow Ford Natural Area 
backcountry campsites. 

For more information and to register, visit alamanceparks.com

Trail Building & Trail Work

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
Project: Alternative Trail Route at The Valley
Volunteers will meet at Carolina Mill at 9am. 

FRIENDS OF THE MOUNTAINS-TO-SEA TRAIL MONTHLY WORK TRIPS
The Friends of the Mountains to Sea Trail - Alamance County Task Force meets monthly to work on trail projects. New 
volunteers are welcome. No previous experience is necessary, and tools will be provided. For more information and to 
volunteer, contact Andrew Sam at: asam30035@gmail.com 

See something interesting along the trail?
Please send us your photos or tag #HawRiverTrail on Facebook & Instagram or email info@thehaw.org. 

Beauty Along the Trail

Saxapahaw Lake, Photo Credit: taralynne0Longmeadow Trailhead, Photo Credit: grahamrec Shallow Ford Natural Area, Photo Credit: hikesalamance
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Conservation Through Recreation
Founded on the idea of conservation through recreation, the Haw River Trail 
(HRT) is a land and paddle trail connecting Haw River State Park to Jordan Lake 
State Recreation Area. Much of the trail is still under development. The trail 
captures the natural resources, history, and culture of Alamance County and 
the surrounding region, and serves as a critical resource for connecting the 
community to its heritage.
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Thank You Trail Volunteers! 

The Friends of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail - Alamance County 
Task Force held its monthly work day at the Valley Golf Course 
on Saturday, February 19th. Ten volunteers participated, 
dividing into two groups. One group, comprised of three 
certified sawyers, spent three hours cutting up several large 
trees that had fallen, completely blocking the trail.

A second group spent the morning constructing an alternative 
trail to the current path, which runs right next to the Challenge 
Golf Course fairway, leaving hikers at risk of being struck by 
errant golf balls, since the trail skirts the course.  The new trail is 
being cleared closer to the Haw River, and will leave a barrier of 
trees and vegetation to provide more safety for hikers, as well as 
allow for a more tranquil hiking experience.

The Alamance FMST Task Force will continue working on the alternative trail at the March and April work days.  
New volunteers are invited to join the group; no experience is necessary, and tools will be provided.  For more 
information contact: Andrew Sam at: asam30035@gmail.com.

Contributed by Bob Ellis

Alamance Volunteer Task Force volunteers clean up 
fallen trees from the trail. Photo Credit: Bob Ellis 

Workday at The Valley

Workday at Glencoe
On March 15, the Alamance County Task Force completed 
a project on Section 9 (between Glencoe Paddle Access 
and Carolina Mill), replacing deteriorating railroad ties 
with newly constructed stairs. Andrew Sam, task force 
leader, led a group dedicated volunteers in completing 
this needed improvement. 

Thank you to: Rusty Morton (Project Designer), Dennis 
Porterfield, Harold Kernodle, Thomas White, Tommy 
Purcell, and Lee Roane.  Materials were furnished by the 
City of Burlington Recreation and Parks Department.

New steps at Glencoe. Photo Credit: Craig Ashley
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Cotton Mills of the Haw River - An Overview
In 1832-34 John Trollinger built the first textile mill on 
the Haw River: The High Falls Manufacturing Company, at 
what is now the community of Hopedale. Between 1834 
and 1880 fourteen water-powered mills were established 
in Alamance County; with seven of them located along 
the Haw River: High Falls Mill (1834), Granite Mills at 
the village of Haw River (1844), Saxapahaw Cotton 
Factory (1848), Falls Neuse Manufacturing Company at 
Swepsonville (1868), Carolina Mill (1869), Altamahaw 
Cotton Mill (1878), and Glencoe Mill (1880).  

Due to the county’s location along the Haw River, with 
the river descending over 145 feet on its 25-mile journey 
through the county, it was an ideal location for water-
powered textile mills.  Despite the Civil War and the depression that followed, Alamance County was able to 
thrive due to these mills. The establishment of the NC Railroad in 1855, which ran through the middle of the 
county, facilitated the shipping of completed textiles and import of coal to power steam engines – which 
ended up eventually replacing the mill wheels and water-powered turbines of the textile mills. 

Edwin Michael Holt, the developer of Alamance Mill along the Great Alamance Creek, instigated the 
expansion of the cotton textile industry when he realized the advantages of spinning cotton thread 
and weaving cloth locally. Previously, cotton grown in the South had been exported to New England for 
processing into cloth, but E.M. Holt and Sons expanded their holdings until his family owned 17 of the 
textile mills in the county. 

During the Civil War, the cotton mills provided clothing for the Confederate Army, and after the war, 
when the South was in a depression, the mills provided employment and significant economic growth 
for Alamance County. Production of popular fabrics such as denim and plaid cotton cloth created a huge 
market for the local mills.

By the 1880s the availability of steam power created incentives for the textile industry to establish new mills 
closer to the cities, and Burlington and Graham profited from the creation of new mills. The new facilities 
used advanced textile technology and, using the enhanced power from steam engines, production rapidly 
increased. Eventually, by the early 1900s, almost all of the textile mills had been converted to steam power.

In future articles, we will explore the history of each of the seven water-powered textile mills along the Haw 
River Trail/Mountains-to-Sea Trail.

Contributed by Bob Ellis 

Above: View of Granite Mill from Red Slide Park in Haw River


