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What is the Haw River 
Trail Partnership?

The Haw River Trail Partnership 
was formed with the goal of 
helping the public enjoy and 

conserve the natural resources 
of the Haw River corridor. 

The Partnership is the result 
of a signed Memorandum 

of Understanding between 
ten governmental agencies 

agreeing to work together for 
the development of trails along 

the river and conservation of 
the river and lands within the 

watershed. 

Learn more at thehaw.org

Welcome New Haw River Trail Coordinator, Nolan Carter!
In September we welcomed Nolan 
Carter to the team as the new Trails and 
Open Space Coordinator for Alamance 
Parks. In this role, he also serves as 
the Haw River Trail Coordinator. Nolan 
graduated from UNC-Greensboro 
with a degree in Recreation and 
Parks Management. He earned his 
CPRP (Certified Park and Recreation 
Professional) certification in 2020. 
Nolan has worked with Alamance Parks 
for the past three years as the Pleasant 
Grove Community Center Manager. 

Nolan is excited to continue working with Alamance Parks and further 
the mission of the Haw River Trail Partnership. 

See something interesting along the trail? Please send us your photos! 

Tag #HawRiverTrail on Facebook & Instagram or email info@thehaw.org

We Want to Hear From You!
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20
MILES OF LAND 

TRAIL COMPLETE

40
MILES OF PADDLE 
TRAIL COMPLETE

15
RECREATIONAL PARKS 
& TRAILHEADS OPEN

1
AMAZING LOCAL 

RESOURCE

For a list of all trailheads, access points and to download maps, visit: www.thehaw.org

Haw River Trail Updates
Recent Haw River Trail facility updates include bridge 
replacement at Great Bend Park, a new kiosk and rock 
steps at AO Paddle Access, riverbank restoration work at 
Swepsonville River Park, and a new pedestrian bridge at 
Boyd’s Creek crossing. 

We continue to focus on acquiring trail easements in 
Northern Alamance County in order to provide additional 
trail connections.

Above: In March, repair work was done to restore 
the Swepsonville riverbank from erosion due 

to flooding from Hurricane Florence. The work 
included new rock stairs leading to the river. The 

work was funded by FEMA grant funding.
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Above: A pedestrian bridge was installed at Boyd’s Creek Crossing. This section 
was previously impassible during high water levels. The bridge was funded by 
a grant from Impact Alamance. 
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Conservation Through Recreation
Founded on the idea of conservation through recreation, the Haw River Trail 
(HRT) is a land and paddle trail connecting Haw River State Park to Jordan Lake 
State Recreation Area. Much of the trail is still under development. The trail 
captures the natural resources, history, and culture of Alamance County and 
the surrounding region, and serves as a critical resource for connecting the 
community to its heritage.
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Haw River Through-Paddle Trip
The Haw River Trail/Alamance Parks team recently embarked on a through-paddle trip of the Haw River, 
paddling all 55 miles of The Haw. The group kicked off the trip at the Historical High Rock Access in 
Rockingham County and made their way down the river over the course of three days, finishing at the 
Robeson Creek Canoe Access. The trip was filled with exciting wildlife observances. Photo credit to Matt 
Spangler for much of the amazing wildlife photography featured below!

For a complete play-by-play of the trip, along with more nature observations and photos, check out the 
Spangler Wood & Birds blog: www.spanglerwoodbirds.com/blog-1. Thank you to everyone who came on the 
trip and for helping us document this experience!
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Haw River Camp & Clean
On June 5-6, volunteers and staff 
participated in the first Haw River 
Camp & Clean. This was a one-night 
paddle trip along the river with the 
goal to clean up litter along the way. 
Volunteers paddled from Glencoe to 
Swepsonville, camping overnight at 
Red Slide Park. Participants enjoyed 
a fun trip on the river and collected 
several bags of trash and pulled out 
many large items. 

Thank you to all of the organizers 
and participants. We hope to do this 
event again in the future!

For questions, comments, or to edit your subscription to the HRT mailing list,                                        
email: info@thehaw.org 

Visit us online at: www.facebook.com/hawrivertrail or www.thehaw.org

Thank You Volunteers!

Students from Southern Alamance High School’s Interact Club 
(sponsored by Graham Rotary) cleaned up at Swepsonville River Park.


