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Yee Haw! River Paddle 2018

Fall 2018

The 11th Yee Haw! River Paddle was held 
on June 30th, 2018. This annual event 
brings together paddlers of all skill levels 
to enjoy the Haw River as a community. 
Proceeds benefit the Haw River Trail in 
furtherance of our mission “Conservation 
through Recreation”. 

Approximately 40 paddlers and volunteers participated in the event. 
Participants of the Family & Beginners’ Paddle paddled the length of the flat 
water section between the Indian Valley and Glencoe dams. The Yee Haw! 
Paddle spanned the stretch of river from the paddle access at Shallow Ford 
Natural Area to the dam at Indian Valley Golf Course. This 4.2 mile stretch 
features a blend of flat water and class 1 rapids with beautiful views of the 

river and its wildlife. The event raised over 
$800.00 for the trail. Thank you to all who 
participated!

A special thanks to our outfitters: Haw River 
Canoe & Kayak Company, River Run Outfitters, 
and Three Rivers Outfitters; as well as our 
sponsors: Klean Kanteen, Great Outdoor 
Provision Co., Blue Ribbon Diner, and The 
Village Grill.

What is the Haw River 
Trail Partnership?

The Haw River Trail 
Partnership was formed 
with the goal of helping 

the public enjoy and 
conserve the natural 

resources of the 
Haw River corridor. 

The Partnership is 
the result of a signed 

Memorandum of 
Understanding between 

ten governmental agencies 
agreeing to work together 

for the development of 
trails along the river and 
conservation of the river 

and lands within the 
watershed. 
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The Haw River Trail Partnership - Progress 
2017-18 has been a busy year for the Haw River Trail. We’ve added a new trailhead, a new park, and enjoyed 
nearly 300,000 visitors to our trails and paddle accesses. Now in it’s 12th year of existence, the Haw River Trail 
Partnership continues to make meaningful progress toward our mission of “Conservation through Recreation”.

Longmeadow Trailhead
The Longmeadow Trailhead opened in early October 2017 and features 
nearly two miles of new trail along the river in Graham.  The trail runs 
through The Challenge Golf Club and between the Sellars Falls section to 
the north and the Swepsonville River Park to the south (and will ultimately 
connect the two). 

A grant from Impact Alamance supported the development of this new 
trailhead which is managed by Alamance Parks and the City of Graham. 
The trail is located at 1120 Valley Drive in Graham. 

Why the name Longmeadow? A newspaper article published in the 
August 31, 1922 edition of The Alamance Gleaner references a Boy Scout 
Troop’s camping trip in the “Longmeadow forests, on Haw River, three 
miles east of Graham”. The name stuck!Above: Longmeadow Trailhead kiosk

Below: Scenic views along the trail
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For a list of all trailheads, access points and to download maps, visit: www.thehaw.org
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Saxapahaw Island Park & Trail
The Saxapahaw Island Park and Trailhead opened in 
April 2018 and sits in the heart of Saxapahaw. The 
park spans 30 acres and features walking trails, a 
playground, and a meadow in addition to nearby river 
access. 

Waste Industries and the Clore family donated the 
island to Alamance County, and Impact Alamance 
gifted $100,000 for the park’s playground which 
features a huge, one of a kind wooden fish slide 
among other nature-inspired playground equipment. 
The park is a great example of the Haw River Trail’s 
mission of conservation through recreation and is a 
favorite among families, hikers and fishermen alike. 

The park is located at 5550 Church Road in Graham. 

Conservation Through Recreation

Founded on the idea of conservation through recreation, the Haw River Trail 
(HRT) is a land and paddle trail connecting Haw River State Park to Jordan 
Lake State Recreation Area. Much of the trail is still under development.

The trail captures the natural resources, history, and culture of Alamance 
County and the surrounding region, and serves as a critical resource for 
connecting the community to its heritage. www.thehaw.org

Above: The wooden fish slide at Saxapahaw Island Park is 
45 feet long, 10 feet tall, 8 feet wide, and weighs six tons!  It 
was built by Asheville Playgrounds and was transported to 
Saxapahaw from Asheville in four hours on a flatbed truck.

Goats were brought in to help clear the land before development.

Above: View of the Saxapahaw Lake Paddle Access. Saxapahaw is a former mill-town community located by the banks of the Haw River. 
It was originally inhabited by the Sissapahaw Native American tribe. The Saxapahaw mill closed in 1944 and since that time the town 
has been reborn as a center for music, food, culture and outdoor adventure. 
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Upcoming Events

Trailathlon 
OCTOBER 27, 2018

Trailathon Central will be located behind Haw River Canoe & Kayak Company

6079 Swepsonville-Saxapahaw Rd, Graham, NC 27253

Join the Haw River Trail and the community of Saxapahaw for the 5th 
Annual Trailathon. The event is a fundraiser for the Haw River Trail and 
brings together people of all skill levels to enjoy the natural recreational 
opportunities provided by the Haw River. The Trailathlon is a multi-sport 
adventure race starting with a two-mile round trip paddle on Saxapahaw 
Lake, followed by a seven-mile rolling countryside bike ride, and finishes 
with 5k trail run. The race is not timed with the goal to foster appreciation 
for the Haw River, the trail and the surrounding communities. 

All proceeds from the event support the Haw River Trail. Registration is 
available online at alamance.recdesk.com. For more information, visit our 
facebook page: www.facebook.com/hawrivertrail or call (336) 229-2380.

Take A Hike! 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH 

Celebrate the Mountains-to-Sea Trail’s 41st birthday!
Mountains-to-Sea Trail invites you to get out and hike 
on the MST at any point during the weekend. 
Find more information and log your miles at: 
mountainstoseatrail.org/birthdayhike in order to be 
counted in the celebratory hike.

Volunteer Opportunities
Are you are interested in volunteering to work on the trails? We work closely with Friends of the Mountains-
to-Sea Trail to coordinate volunteers for trail building and other initiatives. To find out more information and 
to volunteer, visit: mountainstoseatrail.org/get-involved/volunteer. 

For questions, comments, or to edit your subscription to the HRT mailing list, email: info@thehaw.org 
Visit us online at: www.facebook.com/hawriver trail or www.thehaw.org


