
Dear HLPC family,  

We are so excited to get back to in-sanctuary, in-person worship! The time outside has 
been soul-refreshing, and much needed, but as the weather gets hotter, we are going to 
take the steps to demonstrate our trust in God in this matter and move back into the 
sanctuary.  

In order to carry this out in a safe and loving way, we need everyone’s help and co-
operation. We trust that our families here are fully capable of adhering to these 
principles.  If you are uncomfortable with these guidelines (whether you think they are 
too stringent or not stringent enough) or you feel your household is just simply not 
ready to participate yet, the Elders of HLPC stress that no one should feel guilt or shame 
in continuing to stream services from your homes at https://houstonlakepres.org/ 

Here are some guidelines that our Task Force, with concurrence from the Session, has 
set out:  

• Keep in mind that everyone has different levels of comfort. Let us show grace to 
one another as we navigate these times.  Our desire is to safeguard fellow 
members for whom COVID-19 could mean serious consequences and 
demonstrate love and concern as best we can. 

• Please RSVP by noon on Friday, so that proper arrangements can be made to 
ensure that there is adequate seating and space.  You will be receiving a separate 
email for this. 

• Be mindful when entering the church to leave enough space between families.  
You will see directional arrows on the floor as you enter.  The doors will be kept 
open, and we ask that you do your best in this matter. 

• We will continue to send you a bulletin via email on Saturday and post it on the 
website. Please download the bulletin to your phone or pad or bring a printed 
copy with you.  The bulletin will not be printed out. 

• Ushers will seat you to maximize space in the sanctuary.  We need to fan out and 
use all four sections of the sanctuary to do this.   Please keep a three-seat distance 
between family units. 

• We will not do the traditional meet and greet during the service. 

• We will not be providing a nursery at this time. 

• We will not be collecting an offering but will provide collection boxes  

• We will continue to celebrate the Lord's Supper using the prepackaged elements. 

• We will remain seated for singing. 

• We will try to keep the service to 1 hour, in order to lessen the exposure indoors. 

https://houstonlakepres.org/


• We acknowledge that masks are a controversial issue. At this time, if a distance of 
6 feet can be maintained, it is not mandated that masks be worn. We ask that you 
bring a mask, or use one the church provides, to be worn when social distancing 
cannot be maintained and while we are singing.  We will be offering a “mask 
only” section in our sanctuary in addition to a “mask optional” section.  Also, we 
will be using the Fellowship hall for families who wish to give very young children 
some extra space to move around.  We want to stress grace in the area of masks. 

• Please try to use your own facilities at home, but obviously we understand that 
with small children, pregnant women, etc., this is not always feasible. We ask that 
people use the bathroom one family unit at a time, and that parents accompany 
their young children. Be mindful of CDC guidelines for hand washing as well! 

• When the church service is over, we will dismiss row by row out of the facility. We 
encourage anyone who wants to stay and fellowship to do so outside. We know 
that it is hot, and uncomfortable outside, but all studies show thus far that 
transmission is happening in close proximity in indoor spaces. Bear with us with 
this discomfort for the next few weeks as we are working on transitioning in this 
time. 

• We ask that anyone who is displaying any type of symptoms please 
stay home (cough, fever, congestion, sore throat, shortness of 
breath). This is the most important thing we can stress at this time. 
We trust that everyone will do their very best in this matter. 

• Also, if you are over 65 and/or have an underlying health condition 
you should feel free to worship via the livestream.  

It is a blessing to be able to serve the people of the congregation, and to worship 
alongside of you. We trust that these next few weeks or months will be a time of 
encouragement, as we live out the commands to trust God with our lives, worship 
corporately, and love our neighbors.


