
Welcome To Open Bible Hour 
Thank you for joining us on this Lord’s Day! 

 

Our desire is that you may grow in the 

grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ as we pursue an in-depth study of 

the book of Nahum. 

If you have a prayer request, for 

which you would like us to pray, 

please fill out a prayer sheet at 

the back table and give to Lyle. 

Our website:   OpenBibleHour.net 
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931 B.C. 722 B.C. 612 BC        586 B.C.   539 B.C.     444 B.C. 

United 
Kingdom 
of Israel 
is split. 

Assyria takes 
northern 
kingdom, 

Israel,  into 
captivity and 

disperses 
them. 

Northern  
kingdom declines  

 
209 years 

Babylon 
takes the 
southern 
kingdom, 

Judah, 
into 

captivity. 

Babylon 
destroys 
Assyria. 

Southern 
kingdom 
declines 

 
26 years 

Israel returns 
back to 

Jerusalem a 
much purer, 

spiritual people. 

110 years 47 years 

1. God uses nations to accomplish His purposes. 
2. One of God’s purposes is to discipline God’s people for drifting 

from God and His Word, compromising with and becoming like 
the world, and committing spiritual adultery. 

3. Nations come and go in history.  What God is concerned about 
is the purity and unique identity of His people, whether Israel 
or the Church. 
 

Medes and 
Persians 
destroy 

Babylonian 
Empire. 

95 years 



United 
States 

is 
morally 

in 
freefall 

Church 

1. Hold its ground by drawing its stability 
from God’s Word.  No panic, no 
compromise, just continue believing and 
doing what God in His Word has called 
you to do. 

2. Panic and 
become 
desperate. 

3.  Continue 
to decline 
along with 
the nation. 

1. Need to increase our numbers to 
impact our nation. 

 We lose our purity. 
2. Need to be more relevant. 
 We lose our identity. 
3. Need to join forces and become 

moralists.   
 We lose the gospel. 
4. Re-interpret Scripture to fit 

secular trends and beliefs. 
 We lose the truth. 

 

We need 
discernment. 



Eph 4:14 
14 As a result, we are no longer 
to be children, tossed here and 
there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men, by 
craftiness in deceitful scheming;  
 



Nah 2:1-2 

1 The one who scatters has come up against you. 

Man the fortress, watch the road; 

Strengthen your back, summon all your strength.  

2 For the Lord will restore the splendor of Jacob 

Like the splendor of Israel, 

Even though devastators have devastated them 

And destroyed their vine branches.  

 

 



Isa 5:1-2 

1 Let me sing now for my well-beloved 

A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard. 

My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.  

2 He dug it all around, removed its stones, 

And planted it with the choicest vine. 

And He built a tower in the middle of it 

And also hewed out a wine vat in it; 

Then He expected it to produce good grapes, 

But it produced only worthless ones.  

 

 





Isaiah 36 

1 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized 
them.  

2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem 
to King Hezekiah with a large army. And he stood by the conduit of 
the upper pool on the highway of the fuller's field. 

 3 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and 
Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came 
out to him.  

4 Then Rabshakeh said to them, "Say now to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the 
great king, the king of Assyria, "What is this confidence that you 
have?  

5 "I say, 'Your counsel and strength for the war are only empty 
words.' Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against 
me?  

6 "Behold, you rely on the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt, 
on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him. 





 7 "But if you say to me, 'We trust in the Lord our God,' is it not He 
whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away and 
has said to Judah and to Jerusalem, 'You shall worship before this 
altar'? 

 8 "Now therefore, come make a bargain with my master the king of 
Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on 
your part to set riders on them. 

 9 "How then can you repulse one official of the least of my master's 
servants and rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?  

10 "Have I now come up without the Lord's approval against this land 
to destroy it? The Lord said to me, 'Go up against this land and 
destroy it.'"'"  

11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to Rabshakeh, "Speak now 
to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not 
speak with us in Judean in the hearing of the people who are on 
the wall."  

12 But Rabshakeh said, "Has my master sent me only to your master 
and to you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on 
the wall, doomed to eat their own dung and drink their own urine 
with you?“  

 



13 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean and said, "Hear the 
words of the great king, the king of Assyria.  

14 "Thus says the king, 'Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to 
deliver you;  

15 nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, "The Lord will surely deliver us, 
this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria."  

16 'Do not listen to Hezekiah,' for thus says the king of Assyria, 'Make your peace with 
me and come out to me, and eat each of his vine and each of his fig tree and drink 
each of the waters of his own cistern,  

17 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new 
wine, a land of bread and vineyards.  

18 'Beware that Hezekiah does not mislead you, saying, "The Lord will deliver us." Has 
any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the hand of the king of 
Assyria?  

19 'Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? 
And when have they delivered Samaria from my hand?  

20 'Who among all the gods of these lands have delivered their land from my hand, 
that the Lord would deliver Jerusalem from my hand?'"  

21 But they were silent and answered him not a word; for the king's commandment 
was, "Do not answer him.“ 

 22 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes 
torn and told him the words of Rabshakeh. 

 



Isaiah 37 
1 And when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth 

and entered the house of the Lord.  
2 Then he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna the scribe and the 

elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of 
Amoz. 

 3 They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This day is a day of distress, rebuke and 
rejection; for children have come to birth, and there is no strength to deliver.  

4 'Perhaps the Lord your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the 
king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which 
the Lord your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is left.'"  

5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.  
6 Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say to your master, 'Thus says the Lord, "Do not 

be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed Me.  

7 "Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he will hear a rumor and return to his own 
land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his own land."'"  

8 Then Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah, for 
he had heard that the king had left Lachish.  

9 When he heard them say concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, "He has come out to 
fight against you," and when he heard it he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying 



, 10 "Thus you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judah, 'Do not let your God in whom you 
trust deceive you, saying, "Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria."  

11 'Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the lands, 
destroying them completely. So will you be spared?  

12 'Did the gods of those nations which my fathers have destroyed deliver them, even 
Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who were in Telassar?  

13 'Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, 
and of Hena and Ivvah?'"  

14 Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he 
went up to the house of the Lord and spread it out before the Lord.  

15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord saying,  
16 "O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are 

the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and 
earth.  

17 "Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to all 
the words of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the living God.  

18 "Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have devastated all the countries and their lands 
19 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men's 

hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. 
 20 "Now, O Lord our God, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth 

may know that You alone, Lord, are God."  
 
 



Acts 4:23-29 

23 When they had been released, they went to their own companions and 
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 

 24 And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord 
and said, "O Lord, it is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND 
THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM,  

25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, 
said, 

'WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, 
AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE THINGS?  
26 'THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, 
AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER 
AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.'  
27 "For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant 

Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  

28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur.  
29 "And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-

servants may speak Your word with all confidence,  
 



21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent word to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, 'Because you have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria,  

22 this is the word that the Lord has spoken against him: 
"She has despised you and mocked you,The virgin daughter of Zion;She has shaken her 

head behind you,The daughter of Jerusalem!  
23 "Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?And against whom have you raised 

your voiceAnd haughtily lifted up your eyes?Against the Holy One of Israel!  
24 "Through your servants you have reproached the Lord,And you have said, 'With my 

many chariots I came up to the heights of the mountains,To the remotest parts of 
Lebanon;And I cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypresses.And I will go to its 
highest peak, its thickest forest.  

25 'I dug wells and drank waters,And with the sole of my feet I dried upAll the rivers of 
Egypt.‘ 

 26 "Have you not heard?Long ago I did it,From ancient times I planned it.Now I have 
brought it to pass,That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps.  

27 "Therefore their inhabitants were short of strength,They were dismayed and put to 
shame;They were as the vegetation of the field and as the green herb,As grass on 
the housetops is scorched before it is grown up.  

28 "But I know your sitting downAnd your going out and your coming inAnd your 
raging against Me.  

29 "Because of your raging against MeAnd because your arrogance has come up to My 
ears,Therefore I will put My hook in your noseAnd My bridle in your lips,And I will 
turn you back by the way which you came.  

 
 



30 "Then this shall be the sign for you: you will eat this year what grows of 
itself, in the second year what springs from the same, and in the third year 
sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  

31 "The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root 
downward and bear fruit upward.  

32 "For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion 
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this."'  

33 "Therefore, thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, 'He will not 
come to this city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not come before it 
with a shield, or throw up a siege ramp against it.  

34 'By the way that he came, by the same he will return, and he will not come 
to this city,' declares the Lord.  

35 'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant 
David's sake.'"  

36 Then the angel of the Lord went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the 
Assyrians; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, all of these 
were dead.  

37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home and lived at 
Nineveh.  

38 It came about as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that 
Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons killed him with the sword; and they 
escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in his 
place. 

 



Nah 2:1-2 

1 The one who scatters has come up against you. 

Man the fortress, watch the road; 

Strengthen your back, summon all your strength.  

2 For the Lord will restore the splendor of Jacob 

Like the splendor of Israel, 

Even though devastators have devastated them 

And destroyed their vine branches.  

 

 


