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PRESIDENT’S NOVEMBER MESSAGE 
By Susan Pantages 

 
November brings us into the holiday season and the Diamond Bar Friends of the Library wish 

you all joy and happiness as we celebrate the last two months of 2021.   
Our organization continues to move forward as we find new and inventive ways to continue our 

mission in supporting our community library and literacy programs locally. This past year sadly we 
were forced to closed 1 of our 2 used bookstores. We have made the decision to revamp Basically 
Book, our storefront inside our library, first by renaming it Diamond Bar Friends of the Library 
Bookstore. We felt it important that our community of Diamond Bar is always aware that any 
purchased in our used bookstore is generously supporting both the library and outreach 
programs.  Please look for upcoming changes as we add Opportunity Basket 
Drawings and Gently Used Purses to our store.  This holiday season come in and 
browse Wrapped Book Gift Sets ready to present to family and friends. We appreciate all your 
support as we take on this change, thank you! 

Friends of the Library Bookstore Hours 

For November 2021 

Located in the Diamond Bar Library 

Monday        11 am - 5 pm 

Tuesday         1 pm – 7pm 

Wednesday   11 am - 4 pm 

Thursday       12 pm - 4 pm 

Friday            11 am - 5 pm 

Welcome to the reopening of our Friends’ used bookstore, BasicallyBOOKS, inside the Diamond Bar 
Library!  Above are the November hours for the bookstore.  The hours of the library are a little 
different.  You can always check for the current bookstore hours at our website, 
www.dblibraryfriends.org. 

Our all-volunteer staff will be happy to greet you and help you find the perfect books for you—at our 
rock-bottom prices.  We cannot yet accept book donations but will keep you updated on this issue.   

We had our first winner for the Halloween Opportunity Drawing as Rhonda Chaung came to the 
library to pick up the winning basket full of Halloween goodies.  This month we will have a great 

https://dblibraryfriends.org/


Thanksgiving Basket to one lucky customer.  You can see the monthly basket and fill out your entry 
for each sale transaction at the bookstore. 

Coming in November, look for the $2 a bag shelf with bags full of great books.  If you would like to 
volunteer to work at this great community resource, there are applications at the bookstore—just ask 
the volunteer for help.  You can also contact Elaine Mickle, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
elainemickle@gmail.com. 

As always, 100% of proceeds directly benefit our Diamond Bar Library. 

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

 

ANNUAL LIBRARIAN LUNCHEON—COVID STYLE 

Chairwoman MaryKay Nichols and committee members Julia Gomez and Nancy Lyons 
assembled 26 Goodie Bags for the Diamond Bar Community Librarians and the Diamond Bar School 
Librarians. 

In this way DBFOL could honor our librarians and all their hard work and took the place of our 
annual Librarian Luncheon.  The festive bags included a beautiful journal, a City of Diamond Bar pen, 
gourmet chips, cereal bars, energy bars, cookies, and more.  Each personalized bag was accompanied 
by a letter of appreciation to the librarians from DBFOL.  The festive bags were delivered the third 
week of October. 

 The Friends have been celebrating our community librarians and our school librarians since 
1997.  This is our way of highlighting and thanking our librarians for their dedication and hard work 
of brining literacy to our schools and librarians.  We were also o\honored to have our WVUSD and 
PUSD superintendent of schools and many of the school principals attend this annual luncheon.  We 
are looking forward to 2022 when we can meet in person once again.  In the meantime, thank you 
librarians and principals. 

 

RECOGNITION FOR OUR BOARD MEMBER RACHEL KIRK 
 

California State Senator Josh Newman recently honored Friends’ board member Rachel Kirk 
as their September Citizen of the Month, along with Dr. Priya Shah of Yorba Linda, their August 
Citizen of the Month. As Senator Newman said at the announcement, “Rachel Kirk supports our 
community by promoting equitable access to civic engagement and Dr. Priya Shah advocates on 
behalf of the LGBTQ+ community. These two women represent the best ideals of SD-29 residents, 
and we are better off for the good work that they do. Thank you!” 

 
FROM THE BOOK NOOK 

 

 
 We are always sharing book ideas and thought you might like to join the discussion.  Since 

2020 we have all probably doubled our reading and most have been enjoyable, educational, or 
just fun.  Most of these books are available from the Diamond Bar Library and many can be 



found at BasicallyBOOKS.  You cannot beat the price:  the library is free and Basically BOOKS 
prices are rock-bottom. 

 
…. PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND LET US KNOW! 
 

 The Little Free Library at Cyclone Services, 23545 Palomino Drive, Diamond Bar, 
is doing a booming business.  Jon and Marla are long-time supporters of the Diamond 
Bar Library and the Diamond Bar Friends and they created this charming little haven 
for literacy for both adults and children.  Stop by and see this beautiful and artistic Little 
Free Library where you can drop off a book to share or pick up a new treasure for your 
reading pleasure.  Thank you, Jon and Marla, for your dedication to literacy and our 
community library! 

 
 From Librarian Pui-Ching Ho:  InvestiGators by John Green: On their first mission 

together, alligator detectives Mango and Brash must uncover the clues, crack the case, 
and corral the crooks before the criminals wriggle out of their grasp.  Ages 6-8. 
 

 From Janice Giardina:  My book club just enjoyed reading, Carnegie's Maid by Marie 
Benedict for the month of September.  In the industrial 1860s at the dawn of the Carnegie empire, Irish 
immigrant Clara Kelly finds herself in desperate circumstances. Looking for a way out, she seeks employment 
as a lady's maid in the home of the prominent businessman Andrew Carnegie.  We found it to be a 
mesmerizing story of love, power, and the woman who inspired an American dynasty. 
 

 From the Diamond Bar “Between the Wines” book group:  The book group enjoyed 
reading the The Code Breaker Jennifer Doudna, Gene Editing and the Future 
of the Human Race by Walter Isaacson.  The bestselling author of Leonardo DaVinci 
and Steve Jobs returns with a gripping account of how Nobel Prize Winner Jennifer 
Doudna and her colleagues launched a revolution that will allow us to cure diseases, 
fend off viruses, and have healthier babies.  The group all agreed that the book was well 
worth reading and might be helpful to people not sure about getting the vaccine as it 
covers the science, culture, medicine, and politics around this important topic.  They 
had very high marks for the author, Walter Isaacson, making a difficult topic very 
interesting and readable.  Their November book will be The Last Garden in England by 
Julia Kelly. 
 

 From Dana Cox:  Dana also loved the Amar Towles book, A Gentlemen in Moscow and 
is looking forward to his newest book, The Lincoln Highway.  Towles’ first book, Rules 
of Civility, is not as widely known but is a sophisticated and entertaining first novel. 

 
 From Kathleen Newe:  IPM (Integrated Pest Management) was the recent topic at our 

Mt. Sac Garden Class held at the Diamond Bar Center.  This is such an important topic 
for everyone—not just gardeners.  Our professor Ben Brown mentioned Silent Spring 
by Rachel Carson.  I don’t know why I never read it before as it has been in print since 
1962!  It is hard to remember the cultural climate that greeted Silent Spring and to 
understand the fury that was launched again its quietly determined author.  We all owe 
the author a great thank you for persevering and bringing this book to us all.  It is 
definitely worth reading and I am amazed how current it is ever after almost 60 years. 

 

https://www.libraryaware.com/136/Catalog?Author=Green%2c+John&Title=InvestiGators&Upc=&Isbn=9781250219954&PreferredLink=authortitle


 Do not forget that if you cannot find books at the Diamond Bar Library or BasicallyBOOKS, 
you can order from Amazon through Amazon Smile and name Diamond Bar Friends of the 
Library as your charity of choice.  We then get a small percentage of each sale. 

#####   

DONATIONS TO DIAMOND BAR LIBRARY 2021 

 The Diamond Bar Friends have been busy all through the Covid pandemic supporting our 
community library.  We had a virtual Wine Soirée and kept our bookstores open as much as possible 
during this trying time.  Because of your support and participation we have continued to provide 
needed materials, books, and DVDs during 2021.   

We are all very appreciative for your help during 2021—either financially or with your 
volunteering.  Since January 2021, the Friends have donated over $5,000 to purchase materials for 
adults, over $5,000 for the children’s collection, $1,500 for large print books and over $1,500 for teen 
materials. We were also able to purchase 12 new clocks to be used throughout the library.  Thank you 
to all who are making this happen to keep our Diamond Bar Library as such an outstanding resource 
to our community.  

 

NEWS FROM OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

 From AAUW Diamond Bar/Walnut:  All high school students, male and female, public, private, 
exchange students or home schooled in California are eligible to apply.  The annual Speech 
Trek Contest applications are available at http: www.aauw-ca.org/speech-trek-2021-2022-
contest.topic.  Deadline for applications is December 15, 2021.  The contest on January 26, 
2021 will be held at the Diamond Bar Library Windmill Room at 6 p.m. and is open to the 
public.  First place will be awarded $300, Second Place $200 and Third Place $100.   In 
addition, the prize for first place at the California state level has been $1500 in the past. 
Please direct questions to Amer Holmes at amar.h.holmes@gmail.com or Barbara Armstrong 
at barbymast@aol.com. 

 From Diamond Bar Breakfast Lions:  They are sponsoring a shoe collection that will be ending 
soon.  They are looking for gently used children, men and women shoes that will be shipped to 
developing countries.  If you have shoe donations, contact Katharina Hasjim at 909 438-3179 
or Cindee Quan at 951 505-9942. 

 

 
 Diamond Bar Library Friends 

Annual giving update 

November 2021 
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By Membership Chair Elaine Mickle 
Annual giving for 2021: 
 
Bonsai tree friends: Margie Gonzalez, Patricia Lasko 
 
Elderberry tree friends:  Alan Camblin, Mary Kernodle, Alvin Newman, Loretta Nelson, Virginia Pranik 
 
Cherry tree friends: Donna Heinecke, Janet Herrick, Marlene & Gil Yanow 
 
Willow tree friends: Nancy Aguilera, Wei-Liang Lu 
 
Oak tree friend: Bonnie & Richard Kirchner 
 
Gingko tree lifetime friend: Barbara Armstrong, Angela Brunson, Shery Fan, Stan Liu 
  
Gingko Lifetime friends who have donated to our annual giving program:  

 Kiran Kumar, Helen Lin, Stan Liu, Ruth Low, Nancy Lyons, Elaine Mickle,  
Kathleen Newe, Susan & John Pantages, Rick Rogers, Larry Smith, Wanda Tanaka,  

Tony & Liling Torng, Steve & Susan Webb 
 
 

A new display at the Library 
  
Our Gingko tree Lifetime friends are now recognized in a colorful display of books with their names.  
Consider becoming a Gingko tree Lifetime Friend of the Diamond Bar Library.  Donation of $250.00.  
 
Welcome to our new Gingko tree Lifetime Friends: Angela Brunson and Shery Fan.  Thank you for your 
continued support.  
 
If you would like to donate, email Elaine Mickle at elamickle@aol.com and a donation envelope will be 
sent to you, or you may also donate online at www.dblibraryfriends.org. 
 
 Checks can also be made out to “Diamond Bar Friends of the Library” and mailed to: 

Diamond Bar Friends of the Library 
23535 Palomino Drive, #232 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
 

Become a Friend of the Diamond Bar Library  
in 2021 stay a friend in 2022 

Let our trees grow through your support 

mailto:elamickle@aol.com


 
 

The true meaning of life is to plant trees  
under whose shade you do not expect to sit.  

Nelson Henderson 
 
 Checks can also be made out to “Diamond Bar Friends of the Library” and mailed to: 

Diamond Bar Friends of the Library 
23535 Palomino Drive, #232 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
 

Become a Friend of the Diamond Bar Library  
in 2021  

Let our trees grow through your support 
 

Diamond Bar Friends of Library website:  https.//dblibraryfriends.org 
Diamond Bar Library website:  LACountyLibrary.org 

Diamond Bar Library 
21800 Copley Drive 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Diamond Bar Center 
1600 Grand Avenue 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
The Diamond Bar Friends of the Library monthly board meeting is open to the public. 
The meetings will be usually held on the second Saturday of the month starting at 
8:30 a.m. (suspended right now) 
Date Event Notes 
Ongoing Reopening of Basically BOOKS 

at the Diamond Bar Library 
We are now open five days a 
week with an all-volunteer 
staff. 

Wednesday, 
November 8 

Kick-off meeting for 2022 Wine 
Soirée. 

All are invited and encouraged 
to join us as we plan for the 
28th annual Wine Soirée—
always the best party in town! 

Sunday, April 10, 
2022 

Annual Wine Soirée and 
Benefit Auction 

Diamond Bar Center 

 
Visit our website https.//dblibraryfriends.org 

 
About LA County Library 
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Founded in 1912, LA County Library is one of the largest and most innovative library systems in the US. It offers free 
public resources including books, music, multimedia materials, computer and internet access, and educational and 
recreational services to 3.4 million residents across 3,000 square miles through its 87 libraries and mobile fleet of 18 
vehicles, including 3 Bookmobiles, 10 MākMō maker mobiles, and 5 Reading Machines. LA County Library is dedicated to 
reducing barriers and increasing access to and equity of public services for all. To learn more, visit LACountyLibrary.org 
and follow @LACountyLibrary on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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