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Virtual Wine Soirée Event 2021—Heard It Through the Grapevine 
Now that we all have had a year to practice learning ZOOM (whether we want to or not!), the Friends of the 
Diamond Bar Library is excited to invite you to our first ever Virtual Wine Soirée, “Heard It Through the 
Grapevine.”   

Please join us with your family and friends on Sunday, May 16 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 
So…mark your calendars now as more information will follow soon about this exciting event.   

As with our other Wine Soirées, there will be great prizes to bid on at our famous silent and book 
auctions and raffle. You can raise a glass of your favorite beverage from you home while listening to an 
interesting wine talk.  As always, all proceeds from the Virtual Wine Soirée will benefit the Diamond Bar 
Library.  Please continue to check our website, www.dblibraryfriends.org as we advance the planning for 
the event. 

Of course, we will miss seeing you all at our 27th annual Wine Soirée that would have been held on 
Sunday, April 26 and hope to be able to do that again in 2022.  In fact, we already have Sunday, April 10, 2020 
scheduled at the Diamond Bar Center. 

######	

 

Basically BOOKS UPDATE 

 

 

On November 16, 2019 we happily celebrated the 20th anniversary of Basically BOOKS.  We opened 

our first non-profit bookstore in November 1999 and have survived moving twice to our present location at 



23447 Golden Springs Road.  We are proud to be able to offer this valuable service to our community and look 

forward to continuing in the future.   

Unfortunately, it has been necessary to temporarily close our Golden Springs store due to the resurgence 

of COVID19.  We have closed the Golden Springs location now.  We will reopen in a new location when it is 

safe to do so and when we find a suitable location in Diamond Bar. 

Our second store in the Diamond Bar Library is not scheduled for reopening at this time.  That store 

cannot open until the Los Angeles County Library is able to open the Diamond Bar Library for public use. 

Our friends and customers have been very generous donating many books and other media to fill the shelves of 

BasicallyBOOKS.  However, we are not currently able to accept donations due to lack of space and 

volunteers to process these donations.  Please save them for the future or find another home for these 

treasured books. 

If you would like to be a part of our bookstore volunteer team in the future give Bookstore Manager 

Mary Hackett a call at (909) 702-1095.		

Valuable	Information	from	our	Diamond	Bar	Library	Manager	Pui-Ching	Ho	
LA County Library cardholders age 21 and under can get rid of library fines by reading them away. 

For every hour spent reading, $5 in fines will be removed from your account.  

To participate in the program, children, teens and young adults up to age 21 may fill out the 

form online at https://lacountylibrary.org/readaway/—or get help with a parent to do so—including 

library card number, hours read, and what you read. We make updates Monday – Thursday. 

###### 
 

FROM THE BOOK NOOK 

 
 
 
We are always sharing book ideas and thought you might like to join the discussion.  Since March we have all 
probably doubled our reading and most have been enjoyable, educational or just fun.  Most of these books are 
available from the Diamond Bar Library and many can be found at BasicallyBOOKS.  You can’t beat the price:  
the library is free and Basically BOOKS prices are rock-bottom. 
 
WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU…. 
 

• Have you found a special book during your visits to Basically BOOKS?   



• How long have you been going to Basically BOOKS? 
• Do you belong to a book group?  What are you reading in your group? 
• How is that going for you during the pandemic? 
• Tell us your experiences at Basically BOOKS through the last 20 years.  

 
…. PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.dblibraryfriends.org AND LET US 
KNOW! 
 

• From Library Manager Pui-Ching Ho: Sorry (Really Sorry) by Joanna Cotler.  It's a simple story with a 
valuable reminder that kindness goes a long way.  This picture book talks about the sincerity of our apologies and 
the way our attitude affects others.  Great illustrations.  Highly recommended for children ages 4-8. 
 
Isabella Artist Extraordinaire: Just How Inspired Can a Little Girl Be? by Jennifer Fosberry:  A day 
off from school and Isabella wonders what to do.  Her parents' suggestions for possible outings are 
responded by Isabella's drawings.  Each drawing is a different famous art piece featuring her and her 
family.  Masterpieces of Western art are introduced to young children through the imaginary journey of 
Isabella.  It is a great picture book to share with any aspiring young artists! 
 

• From Kathleen Newe:  January has been a good month for reading!  I’ve enjoyed The Last Days of Ellis 
Island by Gaelle Josse…told in a series of poignant diary entries, this is a story of responsibility, love, 
fidelity and remorse.  Two others I liked were Anxious People (laughed out loud) by Fredrik Backman 
and The Mystery of Mrs. Christie by Marie Benedict. 

 
• From Teresa Wang: I recently read Delivering Happiness by Tony Hsieh. Tony Hsieh was the former CEO of 

Zappos who died tragically late last year. He talks about his path and vision in making Zappos one of the most 
popular e-commerce sites by emphasizing a work culture of delivering the best customer service, hiring the right 
people, and treating employees with respect. A must read for any private sector employee or company executive.  
 

• From Janice Giardina:  I read The Library Book with my monthly book group and enjoyed it very 
much. 
 

• From Jim Hackett:  Walking My Dog, Jane by Ned Rozell.  Rozell is a reporter for an Alaskan 
newspaper who gets permission to walk the 800-mile trek along the Alaskan Pipeline with his dog Jane.  
Along the way he sends his experiences back to his paper which, in turn, puts his story in their Sunday 
paper.  You not only learn about the history of the pipeline, but the hardships he faces along the way and 
the kind of person who prefers to live in isolated or semi-isolated areas. 
 

• The Diamond Bar Read Between the Wines Book Club discussed The Book Woman of Troublesome 
Creek.  This is a wonderful novel to discuss.  It is based on actual events and people in Kentucky and 
the brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse library service of the 1930s.  As one reviewer said, “A 
lush love letter to the redemptive power of books.” 

 
• Don’t forget that if you can’t find books at the Diamond Bar Library or BasicallyBOOKS, you can order 

from Amazon through Amazon Smile and name Diamond Bar Friends of the Library as your charity of 
choice.  We then get a small percentage of each sale. 

###### 

 

Diamond Bar Library Friends 



Annual giving update, February 2021 
The Diamond Bar Friends of the Library board met in January.  At that meeting, a proposal was made to 
rename the annual giving levels of the Diamond Bar Friends of the Library. There are so many wonderful 
authors, diversity in reading interests, it was decided to name our levels using trees.  Did you know that 
Diamond Bar is known as one of the Tree cities in the USA.  Many of the trees selected for our annual 
giving program are native to Diamond Bar.  

Our new annual giving levels are as follows:  

Bonsai level: Junior or Senior donation: $15 or under 
Elderberry level: $16 - $25 donation 

Cherry level: $26 - $50 donation 
Willow level: $51 - $100 donation 
Oak level: $101 - $250 donation 

Sycamore level: $251 - $499 Sycamore donation 
Cottonwood level: $500+ donation 

Redwood level: $1000+ 
 
Gingko level (meaning long life): A donation of $250 or greater qualifies the donor as a Lifetime Friend 
of the Library. Lifetime friends receive recognition in our annual Wine Soiree program and in our Friends of 
the Library display at the Diamond Bar Library. 
 
In 2020, we had six new lifetime friends: John & Julia Gomez, Stan Liu, Jessie Lum, Richard 
Malooly, Michael Wilkinson. 
 
Updated annual giving list for 2020: 
 

Bonsai tree friends: 
Nancy Aguilera, Donna Andrauskas, Sam & Barbara Armstrong, Gloria & Dr. Manual Baca, 

Patricia Cagnollati, Alan Camblin, Vivian Cao, Gloria & Arthur Coleman, Tommy Cribbins, Estelle 
Ford, Margaret Gonzales, George Grant, Richard & Bonnie Kirchner, 

Beatrice McMillan, Sandra Gallegos-McCultry, Fred & Sharron Tanzer, Philip Tran, Marian & 
Tony Welch, Patricia Wetzel 

 
Elderberry tree friends: 

Lucille Daymon, Nicole Jackson, Michael & Shelley Laddusaw, Kay Sullivan,  
Orien Pagan, Sam & Susan Wright. 

 
Cherry tree friends: 

Kim Alegado, Bageloo Bakery, Donna Brooks, Paul Deibel,  
Virginia Pranik, Barbara Whitsitt, Diane Wilks 

 
Willow tree friends: 

Justo & Grizel Avila, Faiez & Farez Ennabe, Julie Miller, Deliah Knox, Pedro Rios 
 

Oak tree friends: 
Claudia Maidenburg 

 
Lifetime friends who have made an annual donation: 

 



Lifetime Cherry tree friends: Ruth Low & Rick Rogers 
 

Lifetime Willow tree friend: Elaine Mickle 
 

Lifetime Sycamore tree friends:  Helen Lin, Tony & Liling Torng 
 

Lifetime Redwood tree friends: Larry Smith & Nancy Lyons, Kathleen Newe, Wanda Tanaka. 
 
Our new annual giving envelopes will be mailed soon to those who gave to the Diamond Bar Friends 
of the Library through the membership program. Or you may now give online.  
 
Thank you all for your generous donations in these unprecedented times. Our library, even though it 
is closed to in-house patrons, continues to support the literacy in our community through online 
programs and curbside service.  

 
Donations for 2021, can be made by check made out to “Diamond Bar Friends of the Library” and mailed 
to: 

Diamond Bar Friends of the Library 
23535 Palomino Drive, #232 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
 

Or visit our website www.dblibraryfriends.org 
 

Become or stay a Friend in 2021! 

 
Become	a	friend	today	and	stay	a	friend	tomorrow!	

	
Diamond Bar Friends of Library website:  www.dblibraryfriends.com 
Diamond Bar Library website:  LACountyLibrary.org 
Basically BOOKS 
23447 Golden Springs Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Diamond Bar Library and Basically BOOKS 
21800 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Diamond Bar Center 
1600 Grand Avenue 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Sunday,  
May 16 

4:00 pm to 
5:30 pm 

Virtual Wine Soirée www.dblibraryfriends.org Join us for a fun afternoon in 
support of the Diamond Bar 
Library 

The Diamond Bar Friends of the Library monthly board meeting is open to the public. 
The meetings will be usually held on the second Saturday of the month starting at 8:30 a.m. (suspended right now) 
	

This	Photo	by	Unknown	Author	is	licensed	under	CC	BY-SA	



Visit	our	website	www.dblibraryfriends.org	
 
About	LA	County	Library	
Founded	in	1912,	LA	County	Library	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	innovative	library	systems	in	the	US.	It	offers	free	
public	resources	including	books,	music,	multimedia	materials,	computer	and	internet	access,	and	educational	and	
recreational	services	to	3.4	million	residents	across	3,000	square	miles	through	its	87	libraries	and	mobile	fleet	of	18	
vehicles,	including	3	Bookmobiles,	10	MākMō	maker	mobiles,	and	5	Reading	Machines.	LA	County	Library	is	dedicated	to	
reducing	barriers	and	increasing	access	to	and	equity	of	public	services	for	all.	To	learn	more,	visit	LACountyLibrary.org	
and	follow	@LACountyLibrary	on	Facebook,	Twitter	and	Instagram.	
	
	
	
	
	


