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       President Susan Pantages’ Message 
 
                                 Welcome to our March 2020 Newsletter. I am so pleased to report that 
                                  2019 was quite a year for the Diamond Bar Friends with many 
                                  activities and new investments made to enhance our community’s 
                                  love of reading.  I am excited to be a part of this amazing organization 
                                  and anxious to see what 2020 will bring!  As always nothing can be 
                                  accomplished without the heart of this organization, our volunteers. 
                                  As we all have busy lives, it is heartening to see the dedication of busy 
                                  people to enhance our community. The Diamond Bar Friends 
                                  started 2019 hosting a Volunteer Appreciation Reception to recognize 
and celebrate these volunteers.  Thank you Rosette Clippinger and Paula Block for your 
outstanding management of a beautiful evening! 
 
Springs 2019 brought a renewed dedication to community with the Friends participation in 
the Diamond Bar City Birthday Party by hosting the Beer and Wine Garden. Dennis 
Giardina and Camille Jones are to be commended on a job well done once again. We then 
jumped straight into our largest fundraiser of the year, our 26th Annual Wine Soiree and 
Benefit Auction. This event’s success provides major support to our Library and Library 
Programs for 2020. As expected, last year’s Lights, Camera, Auction proved to be a huge 
success and assured our continued support of Library services. The Friends also participated 
in the Diamond Bar Day of Service and the annual “Serving With a Purpose” Conference in 
May. 
 
Last summer had our organization actively involved in many activities and projects. The 
Friends sponsored a reception at our Library to honor LA County for being named 2019 
Library of the Year. We were also honored to again host the Librarian Appreciation 
Luncheon, which continues to grow, and includes our Diamond Bar Librarians, the Walnut 
and Pomona Unified School District principals and librarians.  It is our way to thank these 
dedicated educators with a catered luncheon to meet each other and exchange ideas. 
 
What would Fall and October be without Read Together Diamond Bar? Through this 
month-long program we encourage our community to experience the joy in reading and 
sharing the same book.  Our featured books last October were Roy Choi’s L.A. Son: My Life 
My City My Food for adults; A Step from Heaven by An Na for teens and young adults and 
Drawn Together by Minh Le and Dan Santat for children.  In addition, the Diamond Bar 
Friends of the Library partnered with the American Association of University Women for 
our annual “How a Book Changed My Life” student essay contest.  Thank you to 
Community Library Manager Pui Ching Ho, and Friends Rachel Kirk and Kathleen Newe 
for the success of this program. 
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Welcome to the September Newsletter of the Diamond Bar Friends of 
the Library. I hope this message finds you and your families safe and 
strong as we continue to fight the battle against Covid.  A quote                                                                                                         
by author Vivian Greene that inspires me, “Life isn’t about waiting for 
the storm to pass. It’s about learning how to dance in the rain.”   

The year 2020 started strong for our organization with our continued 
support and participation at the Chinese American Association cele-
bration on January 25, 2020.  It was a wonderful event and we

welcomed visitors to our booth, answering questions about our mission to lend support to 
the Diamond Bar Library and encouraging membership through donations.   

February was a very busy month for us with two major projects that were funded entirely 
through donations from the community through our many fund raisers. We officially 
re-opened the Diamond Bar Library Reading Garden after many months of renovation.  The 
garden was completely replanted with beautiful color foliage and an assortment of various 
succulents.  All new outdoor furniture with a community table for group study was installed, 
along with rockers for those lazy afternoons of enjoying a good book.  Solar umbrellas were 
also installed to bring better lighting for early evening enjoyment of the garden.  During this 
same renovation various chairs within the library and children’s reading section, that were 
very worn, were reupholstered with beautiful accent colors with much research done to 
ensure better longevity. February also brought our first ever Lifetime Member meeting to 
talk about our many projects and to give a tour of our new garden.

March 2020, State and County guidelines required the Friends to pause and regroup.
As the Library was required to close its doors, we also were required to close our bookstore 
within the Library and our location on Golden Springs. We currently are working on plans 
to re-open our bookstore on Golden Springs with new safeguards for both our customers 
and volunteers, with a tentative date of October 1, 2020. I would personally like to acknowl-
edge our bookstore manager since 2013, Peggy Murphy, for her dedication to running both 
stores and managing over 50 volunteers.  Peggy has announced her retirement and will be 
greatly missed by all. Mary Hackett, our bookstore manager from 2005-2013 has graciously 
offered to return, so please welcome back Mary.

Unfortunately, our 2020 Wine Soiree was cancelled due to County guidelines but we are 
excited for bigger and better in 2021 with a new date of April 25, 2021, hope to see you 
then!
    
Volunteers and new members to the Diamond Bar Friends are always welcomed.  Please 
contact our Membership Chair, Elaine Mickle at Elamickle@aol.com for info.

September 2020

September 20, 2020
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Farewell, Peggy!
We recently said farewell to our dear friend, Board member, volunteer 
extraordinaire and long-time book store manager, Peggy Murphy. After 
many years of volunteering at the book store and the last six years as store 
manager, Peggy announced her retirement. She is looking forward to 
spending more time with her grandchildren, relaxing and pursuing other 
interests. We are going to miss her.  

Peggy had perhaps the hardest job the Friends can offer. A book store can 
seem like an oasis of peace and calm, and in many ways it is. But the 
manager deals every day with juggling the schedules of more than 50 
volunteers at two locations, handles customers with special needs, deals 
with malfunctioning air conditioners and plumbing problems, and updates 

the Friends’ 27-member Board of Directors each month on each stores performance, among many other things. It’s not a 
job for the faint of heart.

Peggy put her heart into it every day for over six years, and did a tremendous job. In spite of COVID and social distanc-
ing, Board members got together the morning of August 15 in front of Peggy’s house to thank her for her dedication and 
service, and to wish her the happiest of retirements. She certainly deserves it! Thank you again, Peggy.

Welcome Back Mary!
We are pleased to introduce the new manager of our bookstores. She is our 
dear friend and the former manager of our bookstores, Mary Hackett. Many 
longtime bookstore customers will remember Mary. She managed the book-
store(s) for eight years, from 2005 through 2013. She then announced her 
retirement and she and her husband Jim moved away to the mountain home 
they had long been dreaming of. 

With the recent retirement of Peggy Murphy as bookstore manager, the 
Friends were actively – desperately - looking for a new manager. And lo and 
behold, guess who comes to our rescue?!  Mary and Jim have family in the 

area and visit frequently, and of course they have many friends among the Friends, and have kept in touch throughout the 
years. Mary volunteered to resume her role as bookstore manager and the Friends breathed a huge sigh of relief! Her 
commute to the store will be a bit longer than it was during her first tour of duty, but with thoughtful scheduling she is sure 
she can manage it. Please stop by the store when it (tentatively) reopens on October 1st, and welcome Mary back. 
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BasicallyBOOKS is Reopening!
As many of you know, our used book stores – BasicallyBOOKS – have been closed since mid-March. We are extremely 
happy and excited to announce that our book store at 23447 Golden Springs Road (known to insiders as BB3) in 
Diamond Bar is tentatively scheduled to reopen on: 

Thursday,  October 1st

Bookstore manager Mary Hackett and her team, beginning in August, have spent many hours sanitizing, cleaning and 
re-organizing the store so that it meets the COVID requirements of Los Angeles County and the state of California. 

Mary and her volunteer staff are bursting with enthusiasm to reopen the store and are looking forward to welcoming back 
customers to the best used bookstore in the San Gabriel Valley! Store hours will be announced as staffing is finalized.  

Customers will be required to wear face masks to enter the store, and will be given disposable latex gloves to wear as 
they examine books for purchase. Also, admittance to the store will be monitored by the staff so that only a certain 
number of customers will be inside at any one time. Thank you for your understanding of these measures; they will 
ensure that we are in compliance with current health regulations and will enable all our customers to have a worry-free 
shopping experience.

Meanwhile, the Friends of the Library’s other BasicallyBOOKS book store, the one located inside the Diamond Bar 
Library (aka BB4), is not scheduled for reopening at this time. That store cannot open until the Los Angeles County 
Library System is able to open the Diamond Bar Library for public use. Until that happens, please patronize our BB3 
store on Golden Springs!

And, bookstore Manager Mary Hackett is looking for new volunteers to staff the store(s). If you like books and like 
helping people, and are interested in volunteering at either or both locations, please contact Mary at (909) 702-1095 or at 
BasicallyBOOKS@aol.com

 

Lynn Elliot Bequest
Lynn Elliot was a long-time Diamond Bar resident and supporter of the Friends. She would send us a small check every 
year around the holiday season, with an occasional cheerful note to “keep up the good work.” Ms. Elliot passed away last 
year, and in her will she bequeathed a portion of her estate to the Friends. Her estate was settled earlier this year. The 
Friends were pleasantly surprised to learn that we received $18,000 from her estate.

After consulting with the Diamond Bar Library manager, Pui-Ching Ho, the Board approved transferring $2,000 to the 
Friends Endowment Fund for future support of the Library, and $16,000 to the Library for the purchase of books, as 
follows:

 $6,000.00 for Adult Fiction and Non-Fiction
 $3,000.00 for Large Print Fiction and Non- Fiction
 $3,000.00 for Teen Fiction and Non-Fiction
 $4,000.00 for Children’s Fiction and Non Fiction

We thank Lynn Elliot for her support over the years, and her faith in us to do the right thing with her bequest.

The Friends are developing a new website that we hope will be ready to go before the start of next month. It will have a 
slightly different look and more capabilities than our old website. Our website address will remain the same. Please check 
our web address frequently and when the new site goes live – sometime soon – please let us know what you think. We 
hope you’ll like it!

New Website Coming
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The Friends are very pleased to announce that a virtual wine tasting has been scheduled for 2 pm, 
Saturday, October 24, 2020. The tasting has been arranged with award-winning Eberle Winery of 
Paso Robles. This event is a Fun-Raiser for the Friends, and any other friends who would like to 
participate!

The tasting will consist of a 2019 Chardonnay, a 2017 Eberle Estate Cabernet Sauvignon and a 2019 
Muscat Canelli. The regular retail value for these 3 wines is $98.00, but Eberle has very generously 
arranged a discount price of $58.80 (plus tax). Additionally, Eberle has agreed to ship directly to 
participants for a flat shipping rate of $20 (for California residents). And last but certainly not least, 
Gary Eberle himself is scheduled to conduct the wine tasting.

The plan is to for participants to register for the wine tasting and purchase the wine through the 
Eberle website using a special code. Wines will be shipped as purchased, along with tasting notes 
and instructions on how to login to the virtual wine tasting. At this time plans are still being final-
ized, and interested parties are encouraged to check back to our new website frequently for 
updates on this very special opportunity!

Virtual Wine Tasting set for October 24th



Wine Soiree cancelled for 2020

The Friends are sorry to announce that the Wine Soiree and Benefit Auction for 2020 has been cancelled. The 
Soiree was originally scheduled for April 26th, but as COVID concerns spread, in early March the Friends 
decided to postpone the Soiree until September 20th. However, the continuing pandemic has since forced the 
cancellation of the Soiree for this year. Our regrets to everyone who looks forward each year to this wonderful 
event. Our hope is to produce the next Soiree on April 25th, 2021. Mark your calendars and Save the Date.

Wine Soirée Food Host Suggestions

As we all know the Covid-19 pandemic has turned our lives up-side-down for the time being.  The Friends 
had the benefit of many generous food hosts ready to support the 27th annual Wine Soirée that was to be 
held on Sunday, April 26.   Many of these are struggling but still open offering delicious take-out food for 
your nourishment and enjoyment.
 
Please look at this list and consider ordering from any of these community-minded restaurants:  
Albertson’s Market, Aljibani Halal Market, Basil & Company, Chili’s Grill & Bar, 
Claro’s Italian Markets, Dilliwala Indian Restaurant, Encore Teppan, Fusion 2 and 1, 
Graber Olive House, Holiday Inn Diamond Bar, It’s Everyday Coffee House, Jade 
House, Jeseca Creations, Julie’s Café, King Bap, Kyala Japanese Restaurant-Mori Sen, 
Mandarin Taste Restaurant, Mr. G’s Pizza, Nini Bakery, Old Chengdu Restaurant, 
Round Table Pizza, Spaggi’s, VITA Italian Bar & Grill.
 
All are in or near Diamond Bar.  Of course, please check out who is open for take-out and patronize these 
and all the restaurants who are open for business during this stressful time.

 

We can't wait until BasicallyBOOKS Reopens



MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
By Membership Chair Elaine Mickle 

Our prayers continue to go out to all our members and their families of the Diamond Bar 
Friends of the Library. We continue to pray you remain safe and healthy. 

 
A big thank you to Diane Wilks for her generous donation to the Friends of the 

Library.  Her donation helps aid in the support of the Diamond Bar Library. 
 
The Diamond Bar Library continues to be a tremendous resource for our 

community.  Although closed to onsite patrons, the library continues to provide virtual educational 
programs and provides curbside pickup for book loans.  Recently, the Friends of the Library 
approved funding for the purchase of new books.  In addition, when the library reopens look for 
our lifetime membership recognition display.  
 
The Friends of the Library used bookstores have been closed since March this year but the 
Friends remain active remain active in support of literacy in our community.  Please join us! 
  
 A yearly donation to the Friends of the Library helps support this great community resource.  The 
donation levels are as follows: 
  

 
Junior Reader                                    $15.00 
Adult Reader                                      $25.00 
Bookworm                                          $50.00 
Book Lover                                        $100.00 
Lifetime Friend                                  $250.00  and above 

 
 

  
Through your donation you become a Friend of the Diamond Bar Library. 

Diamond Bar Friends of the Library 
Mail donations to: 

23535 Palomino Drive #232 
Diamond Bar, Ca   91765 

  
Become a friend today and stay a friend 

tomorrow 
 


