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September 2017

Thank you all,

President Glendy Chiang’s Message

Glendy Chiang

Hello everyone and welcome to our September Newsletter!! We are 
proud that Diamond Bar Library not only has the highest circulation 
among the Los Angeles County Public Libraries, but is also a center for 
community cultural highlights. It is always our hope to work to enrich 
our community’s quality of life with enjoyable activities through the 
library. 

It is my pleasure to announce the upcoming events that our team has 
prepared for our community’s readers.  First up will be our annual BIG 

Sale of Books on Saturday, September 23rd. Our volunteers in both bookstores have worked 
diligently to ensure a wide selection of books of all sorts will be available for your browsing. 
Many books in packs designed for readers of all ages will also be on sale. That will be 
followed by the celebration of the Friends’ 40th anniversary of supporting the Library on 
Saturday, October 7th (please note the new date). Doors will open at 10 am and there will be 
cake – and much more – so please come help us celebrate! In October, there will be all the 
activities associated with the annual Read Together Diamond Bar.  We are very excited to 
have Mr. Adans Ko from JPL as our featured speaker on Saturday, October 28 from 3-4pm. 
And on November 4th we will hold our first ever Gently Used Purse Sale. This sale is stirring 
up more interest than any other in recent memory and shows potential to be a historic event. 
Susan Pantages and her team have at last count collected 576 purses – most of them in excep-
tional condition.  On November 8th, we will host our annual Librarian Luncheon to express 
our appreciation to local librarians for their dedicated work. Please see the inside of this 
newsletter for detailed event information.

On a sadder note, we would like to acknowledge the passing of two very dear members of the 
Friends. Marny Shay was a former Board member and a constant volunteer at all Friends 
events. She and her husband Mike were life members of the Friends, and in later years they 
continued to volunteer in activities supporting youth and literacy throughout the region. We 
also lost Jack Tanaka, the well-known and highly respected former Diamond Bar Coun-
cilmember and Mayor. Jack and his wife Wanda were life-members of the Friends, were 
strong supporters of the Library, and were deeply involved in many other programs support-
ing the children and youth of our community. We mourn the passing of both and extend our 
sympathies to their families. The Friends have arranged the dedication of two library books 
in memory of Marny and Jack.  

In closing, our best wishes to all the readers in Diamond Bar and our hopes that whatever 
your plans for the coming months, you take time to visit our wonderful library and to attend 
some of the many events the Friends will be hosting.  See you at the Library!
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A Message from Librarian Pui-Ching Ho

Do you love books, reading, and drawing?

The 38th Annual Bookmark Contest is here! This year's theme is “What’s Your Story? 

Who can participate?
Any resident of Los Angeles County between the ages of 5-18 years old or Kindergarten 
through Twelfth Grade.

You can either download the entry form at http://www.colapublib.org/documents/book-
mark/entryform2017.pdf or pick it up at the Diamond Bar Library or any County of Los 

Angeles Public Library.  Create your artwork and submit your bookmark!

Enter beginning August 14, 2017 in these categories:

Kindergarten – Grade 2
Grades 3 – 5
Grades 6 – 8
Grades 9 – 12

Enter in person at the Diamond Bar Library or any County of Los Angeles Public Library by October 14, 2017.

Library winners will be announced November 9, 2017.  Grand prize winners will be announced in February 
2018.

Student Essay Contest – “How a Book Changed My Life”  

Students from ages 13 to 18 are encouraged to write a personal letter to an author, living or deceased, from any genre 
– fiction or non-fiction, contemporary or classic – explaining how that author’s work changed their way of thinking 
about the world or themselves. Essays submitted must be 1,000 words or less. There will be three winners! Each 
winner will receive a $200 AmazonGift card. The essays are due to the Diamond Bar Library by Saturday, October 
7, 2017. Entry forms are available at the Diamond Bar Library. For an entry form or for questions, please contact 
the Teen Services Librarian at cyu@library.lacounty.gov or by phone at (909) 861-4978.

The essay contest is sponsored by the Diamond Bar Friends of the Library as part of the annual Read Together 
Diamond Bar.

2017 BOOKMARK CONTEST

Annual Summer Big Sale of Books
The Friends’ annual big book sale – the sale where we go all out and try to clear out our storerooms – is scheduled 
for Saturday, September 23rd. As usual it will be in the air-conditioned comfort of the Windmill Room of the 
Diamond Bar Library. The sale will start at 9 am and run until 3 pm, or until the last book is sold. Come early for 
best selection.  
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Meet SAM MARTIN - A Volunteer at Basically Books
Sam Martin is a lady with a very infectious laugh. She has a generous spirit and her 
main goal is to assist customers in any way she can. Three years ago, she was inter-
viewed by Manager Peggy Murphy who saw the great potential in this active and 
gracious lady.

Sam was born and raised in Detroit, but felt there was little future for her in the city 
and developed a desire to see the western part of America, mainly California, and so 
left Detroit in 1961 arriving in the Los Angeles area.  She shared a remembrance of 
sitting on the beach as a young woman facing the Pacific Ocean, feeling so lonely 
and sad, that she just started crying uncontrollably.  It wasn’t long after that she 

realized she had to get busy and make something of herself in the new land she had been yearning for.  And so 
she spent her career in the Food Industry and never looked back.  An off-shoot of her work was to grow her own 
fruit and vegetables which she shares with her neighbors.  Sam always grows the vegetables from seed, and has 
become an expert in composting.  A generous person, she also helps elderly acquaintances to stores and church 
services.

Sam also enjoys working puzzles and to that end, enjoys mystery novels, and there are many in her personal 
library.  There are also a large number of cookbooks which are mainly used for special recipes on festive occa-
sions.  She often buys books by the bagful for her elderly friends.  She also enjoys classical music, and in her 
earlier days recalled driving up to the mountains in her convertible with the music at full-blast.

As with many of her generation, she prefers reading paper books over the electronic versions like Kindle or 
Nook.  She volunteers at both the Basically Book Stores, and would give you a big welcome if you came in to 
say hello.  You can find her, currently on late Friday afternoons, at the BasicallyBOOKS bookstore on Golden 
Springs here in Diamond Bar.

40th Anniversary Celebration – October 7th
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Friends supporting the Diamond Bar Library. We think that’s a 
significant milestone, and worthy of a celebration! To mark the anniversary the Friends and the Library staff are 
going to host a party on Saturday, October 7th from 2 pm to 4 pm. There will be cake – and more. Don’t miss it! 

 

by  Gordon Van De Water

A FEW EXCITING FACTS ABOUT THE DIAMOND BAR LIBRARY…..
Where does the Diamond Bar Library place in the Los Angeles County Library system?
During the 2016/2017 fiscal year, Diamond Bar Library was the highest circulating library in the Los Angeles 
County Public Library system with over 471,700 items checked out at the library.  Also, Diamond Bar Library 
had most holds picked up with over 85,000 items requested and filled.

How did the Summer Reading program go this year?
We had over 1,700 children and teens signed up the 2017 Summer Reading Program.  We had a variety of special 
programs for both children and teens throughout the summer.

Save the Date!
the 25th Annual Wine Soirée and Benefit Auction will be

Sunday, April 22, 2018
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BasicallyBOOKS  - Book Discussion Group
Looking for a volunteer experience in Diamond Bar? BasicallyBOOKS, the Friends of the 
Library’s two non-profit bookstores in Diamond Bar, are friendly places serving the community. 
Manager Peggy Murphy is always looking for new volunteers to staff both locations at 23447 
Golden Springs (across from Lorbeer Middle School) and the bookstore at the Diamond Bar 
Library at 21800 Copley Drive (across from the AQMD building). Please contact Peggy at (909) 
938-0382 or nanapeggy3@verizon.net.

The BasicallyBOOKS bookstore at 23447 Golden Springs is also the location for the monthly 
book discussion group. EVERYONE is welcome at this group, please drop by and join them. 
They meet the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 pm. You don’t even have to have read the book! 
Their upcoming schedule of books to discuss –

Tuesday, September 26th at 7 pm – Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
     
Tuesday, October 24th at 7 pm – The Rise of the Rocket Girls by Nathalia Holt

Tuesday, November 21nd at 7 pm – The Bookshop on the Corner by Jenny Colgan



 

A TOUR AROUND THE LIBRARY 

BY 

 GORDON J. VAN DE WATER 

 

PART 3 

Did you know that for fiscal year 2016-2017 the Library here in Diamond Bar had the 
highest usage in Los Angeles County!! 

     I met with Pui-Ching Ho, the Librarian at the Diamond Bar Library to elicit more information 
about what it has to offer the residents of Diamond Bar.   On this visit she wanted to enlighten 
me on the TEEN STUDY AREA, also known as the TEEN ZONE, available to the older students 
who frequent the library for up-to-date information. 

     In this area are six computers that are “filtered” so they truly can be used for study purposes.  
Nearby is a Group Study Room which can be used not only for study but for approved teen 
activities.  Adjoining this area are the very popular Manga books (illustrated Japanese cartoons) 
which are much appreciated by the teenage audience.  Nearby are hundreds of fiction books 
desired by the teenagers – many of them with the colorful jackets facing out, almost like bait, to 
attract readers. 

     Pui-Ching brought my attention to the sturdy but lightweight furniture in this area, designed 
to appeal to students with its modern look and comfort.  She assures me that the furniture gets 
plenty of use. 

     Also, within this area there is a large-screen television which is used mainly for special events 
or “open house” times.  I looked up to see another feature of the Diamond Library which was an 
“Outer Space” ceiling.  

Then we were on to the Customer Service area where the circulation policies were explained to 
me. When I was a student back in the 1950’s, the loan period for books was two weeks, but in 
Diamond Bar, it is now 21 days, with a renewal of up to three times as long as a previous hold 
has not been placed on the material.  Material can be renewed in person, by telephone, or online 
at the Library website.  That is a vast improvement from my student days when all renewals had 
to be made in person.  Other policies can be explained either at the Circulation Desk, or by 
visiting the website: colapublib.org. 

     The Diamond Bar Library (909-861-4978) is open Monday – Thursday from 10 - 8, and Friday 
and Saturday from 9 – 5, and closed on Sunday. Incidentally, an application can be completed 
at the Customer Service Desk to join this wonderful place, and for concerned parents, there is a 
special form that permits or limits access to the Internet within the library.   





READ TOGETHER SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 2017
Featured Book:  Rise of the Rocket Girls by Nathalia Holt

THE WOMEN WHO PROPELLED US, FROM MISSILES TO THE MOON TO MARS

Teen Aerodynamics Workshop – Tuesday, 10/3, 3:30pm to 4:30pm: Learn about aerodynamics while 
building your own contraption and testing it out in this workshop.  Enjoy watching your creation fly out, spin, or 
hover in the wind tunnel.

Movie Screening– Wednesday, 10/4, 5pm-7:30pm: Based on a true story.  A team of African-American 
women provide NASA with important mathematical data needed to launch the program’s first successful space 
missions. 

Is it Magic, or is it Science? – Thursday, 10/5, 4pm to 5pm: “Bending water”?  “Fat air”?  Are these magic 
tricks or science experiments?  Come witness jaw-dropping, mind-boggling, head-spinning events conducted 
right before your eyes, and find out the truth – science or magic?

Essay Contest deadline “How A Book Changed My Life – Saturday, 10/7:  Students from ages 13-18 are 
encouraged to write a personal letter to an author, living or dead, from any genre-fiction or non-fiction, 
contemporary or classic, explaining how that author’s work changed their way of thinking about the world or 
themselves.  Essays submitted must be 1,000 words or less.  Three Winners!  Each winner will receive a $200 
Amazon Gift Card.  Please visit the library for entry form.

Book Discussion for Teens – Tuesday, 10/10, 3:30pm to 4:30pm:
Finding Wonders: Three Girls Who Changed Science by Jeannine Atkins
Writing in free verse, reaches back into the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries to the girlhoods of Maria Merian, 
naturalist and scientific illustrator; Mary Anning, fossil hunter; and astronomer Maria Mitchell, all curious girls 
whose childhood passions led to groundbreaking work.

Teen Rocket Science – Saturday, 10/14, 1:30pm to 4pm: For all Teen Rocket Scientists, join the Southern 
California Rocket Association and build their own model rocket complete with engine.

Book Discussion for Children – Monday, 10/16, 3:30pm to 4:30pm:
The Moon over Star by Dianna Hutts Aston
On her family's farm in the town of Star, eight-year-old Mae eagerly follows the progress of the 1969 Apollo 11 
flight and moon landing and dreams that she might one day be an astronaut, too.

Coding with Colors – Tuesday, 10/17, 3:30pm to 4:30pm:  Learn how to program a toy robot to dance, race, 
and more!  Create your own challenges, games and mazes for the toy robot.

Planetarium Astronomy - Thursday, 10/19, 4pm to 5pm: The Universe comes to the library in a dazzling 
astronomy show combining science, entertainment and special effects. Learn all about constellations, stars, 
planets and more! 

Rockets and Robots in Space with Captain Bob Redman – Saturday, 10/21, 3pm to 4pm: Children will 
learn about weightlessness and astronauts and their dangerous and thrilling journeys to the moon.  Then it’s 
on to the exciting world of robots in space as we learn about the Mars Rovers and how they landed and 
traveled on Mars.  Lots of models illustrate and make the presentation come alive!

The Experience of Totality – Monday, 10/23, 6:30pm to 7:30pm: Join Dr. Kate Russo, an author, 
psychologist, and eclipse chaser, for an interactive presentation on "The Experience of Totality". Learn what it 
is like to experience a total eclipse, common reactions, and understand it from a psychological perspective. 
Participants are welcome to share their eclipse experiences.

Star Party – Wednesday, 10/25, 6:30pm-7:30pm:  Join us for an evening of exploring the sky above 
Diamond Bar with the Walnut High School Astronomy Club.  We will have high-powered telescopes for 
stargazing, games, and more!  Weather Permitted.  Ages 5+

Meet the Scientist – Saturday, 10/28, 3:00pm to 4:00pm: Mr. Adans Y. Ko, Mission Operations Assurance
Manager at JPL (NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory) will speak about the history and mission of JPL.  The 
winners of the essay contest will also be awarded that afternoon and their essays will be on display.



                                       Coming in October 
 

Diamond Bar Friends of the Library Presents 
Read Together Diamond Bar 

 
“The idea is that the city that opens the same book closes it in greater harmony.” 
-----Mary McGory, The Washington Post, March 17, 2002  

 

   Be sure to stop by the library or visit us online at www.colapublib.org. 

Diamond Bar Library ● 21800 Copley Dr., Diamond Bar, CA 91765 ● 909-861-4978 

 
 
Rise of the Rocket Girls 
by Nathalia Holt 
 
The riveting true story of 
the women who launched 
America into space. 

 
 
Finding Wonders 
by Jeannine Atkins 
 
Writing in free verse, 
Atkins reaches back into 
the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries to the girlhoods 
of Maria Merian, naturalist 
and scientific illustrator; 
Mary Anning, fossil hunter; 
and astronomer Maria 
Mitchell, all curious girls 
whose childhood passions 
led to groundbreaking 
work. 

 
 
The Moon Over Star 
by Dianna Hutts 
Aston        
 
On her family's farm in 
the town of Star, eight-
year-old Mae eagerly 
follows the progress of 
the 1969 Apollo 11 flight 
and moon landing and 
dreams that she might 
one day be an 
astronaut, too.

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Student Essay Writing Contest: How a Book Changed MY Life 
 

Write a personal letter to an author, living or dead, from any genre—fiction or nonfiction, 
contemporary or classic, explaining how that author’s work changed your way of thinking about 
the world or yourself. 
 
Students must be between the ages of 13 – 18. Essays submitted must be 1,000 words or less. 
 
Submissions can be mailed or dropped off:  
Diamond Bar Library | 21800 Copley Dr. | Diamond Bar | CA 91765 
 

Prizes: Three $200 Amazon Gift Cards! 
Due Date: Saturday, October 7, 2017 

 
 

 


