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From the Pastor
Over the past eight months St. Mary’s, along with five other parishes of our 
area, have been participating as a “pilot” group in a process called the “Family 
of Parishes” designed to create a new, more vibrant Catholic experience cen-
tered as always around Jesus and His message. A new parish model is devel-
oping in which each existing parish retains its individual and unique qualities 
while at the same time uniting together to form a stronger and deeper faith life 
for all. Some developments are taking form now and others will be occurring in 
the coming months. 
Here are the present new developments/ changes:
1) A pastor (moderator) has been chosen. He is Rev. Msgr. Richard Siepka. His 
mission is to lead in creating a unifying bond among the six parishes.
2) Msgr. Siepka remains pastor of St. Philip the Apostle. Rev. Bart Lipiec pastor 
of St. Martha’s, Rev. Lukasz Kopala pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus, Rev. Aaron 
Kulczyk associate at Our Lady of Pompeii and St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, and 
as a retired pastor, myself facilitator at St. Mary of the Assumption.
3) All the priests will be sharing ministry between and among the six parishes.
4) Some weekend and daily Mass schedules have been changed with others 
likely to happen in the coming months. (Please check bulletins for times and 
places.)
As of September 1, I have stepped down as pastor of St. Mary’s. It has been 
my privilege to serve in this role for the past nineteen and a half years. I have 
been truly blessed in coming to know many of you and in sharing our faith story 
and gospel message together. Your support and loyalty have meant much to 
me personally and to our parish family here at St. Mary’s. For the present I will 
be residing in St. Mary’s rectory and will work with our new pastor (moderator) 
in helping to create our new parish model. Working with the other priests, we 
will celebrate the sacraments and foster the gospel message of the Lord. This 
is truly an exciting and grace filled time and my prayer and hope is that it will 
strengthen, encourage, and deepen the faith life of us all. 
I suspect there are some unanswered questions but as I formally change my 
role here and embrace a different form of priestly ministry, may our journey 
continue to share the “good news” of the gospel in joy and perhaps an occa-
sional good humor story. Again, my thanks to each of you.
     -  Fr. Paul

Our Family 
of Parishes
(Family #9)

St. Mary of the Assumption
1 St. Mary’s Hill

Lancaster, NY 14086
(716) 683-6445

stmarysonthehill.org

Our Lady of Pompeii
129 Laverack Ave.

Lancaster, NY 14086
(716) 683-6522
olpparish.com

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta
496 Terrace Blvd.
Depew, NY 14043
(716) 683-2746

blessedmotherteresaparishdepew.org

St. Martha
10 French Rd.

Depew, NY 14043
(716) 684-6342

stmarthadepew.org

Sacred Heart of Jesus
5337 Genesee Street

Bowmansville, NY 14026
(716) 683-2375

sacredheartshrine.org

St. Philip the Apostle
950 Losson Rd.

Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 668-8370
spaparish.org
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Scrap Metal Drive

St. Mary’s St. Vincent de Paul Society 
is holding a Scrap Drive after all Mass-
es the weekend of September 17-18. 
Pickup trucks will be parked in the 
Church lot during all weekend Masses. 
Please bring metal scrap items for do-
nation when you come to Mass. Items 
sought include wiring, plumbing, any 
brass, copper, or aluminum. Old pow-
er tools and kitchen appliances as well 
as furnaces, water tanks, and ac units 
are welcome. Any questions call Greg 
at 716-864-7654. Thank you for your 
contributions!

Real Presence
Question:
How do you explain “Real Presence” to children? 
Answer:
The first Communion class is filled with excitement to the point of bursting! 
They are just awestruck by every new thing they learn about Jesus. Their 
enthusiasm is contagious as they rattle off the names of the things in church, 
the vessels and vestments used at Mass, and the names of their pastors and 
priests. Of course, they know Christ can do anything because he’s God. He 
comes to us in holy Communion because he loves us so much that he wants 
to be with us. And he comes to us in the form of bread and wine. We really 
receive him in the Eucharist.
Sometimes it is easier to explain this to children than to adults. Their faith 
and trust in Jesus is not limited by the questions and doubts that often come 
with the question of how he does it. Rather, they focus on the question “why,” 
and the answer is something they can easily grasp: love. Christ wants to be 
with us because he loves us. Nothing is purer in truth or in faith. Not even the 
theological explanation of transubstantiation, or philosophical reasoning or 
symbolic references, come close. Christ takes on the form of bread and wine 
to be simple and approachable, so that no one is afraid or turned away. His 
love for us is complete and total. We try to love him the same way in return. 
For a child, it is simple. For us adults, we keep trying. “Unless you turn and 
become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 18:3).
©LPi

Do you wonder why we have to go to Mass?
Are you curious about why we do what we do as Catholics?
Do you want to learn about and understand the Real Presence?
Then join us for our Family of Parishes Life in the Eucharist retreat this fall! 
Sign up by scanning the QR Code or visiting stmarysonthehill.org.

A Prayer for Renewal
In every age, O God, you have called us 
to be your people, to be your Church. 
In this time, we begin anew to discern 

the pathways that will lead us, 
your people, closer to you.

Continually Bless our journey 
as we proclaim your Good News, 

celebrate your saving presence among us, 
serve others with charity and justice, 

and steward the world 
you have entrusted to our care.

Send your Spirit to lead and guide 
our Emmaus journey as we commit 

ourselves to the renewal of our Church.
This we ask through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Meet the Moderator: Msgr. Richard “Fr. Rich” Siepka
Monsignor Richard “Fr. Rich” Siepka has 
been named Pastor of St. Mary’s effec-
tive September 1. Fr. Rich is also Pastor 
of St. Philip the Apostle, St. Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta, and Our Lady of 
Pompeii. In addition, he is the Modera-
tor for our Family of Parishes, Family 
#9, which also includes Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish and St. Martha Parish. As 
the new pastor and moderator, Fr. Rich is 
quite busy these days. However, he did 
find time to sit down for an interview to 
help St. Mary’s parishioners get to know 
him a bit better. 

Family and Background:
Fr. Rich was born in Buffalo and lived 
next door to the Rectory of Queen of 
the Most Holy Rosary. He was raised in 
Cheektowaga. Fr. Rich has one sister and 
lots of cousins, including a distant cousin 
who is also a priest. 

Spiritual Life:
Fr. Rich was active in Church life growing 
up. He was an altar server and attended 
grammar school at Resurrection. Think-
ing about the priesthood came naturally 
to Fr. Rich, as he grew up in the Church 
- he even had priests as next door 
neighbors! In fifth grade, he discovered 
that there was a high school seminary 
and later followed through with pursing 
the priesthood. He started high school 
seminary as a freshman, and our own Fr. 
Paul was one of his teachers!

Four years of high school seminary 
was followed by four years of college 
seminary in Northern New York, fol-
lowed by five additional years studying 
in Rome. Fr. Rich’s degrees include: 
B.A.(Philosophy) from Wadhams Hall 
Seminary-College in 1978, S.T.B. from 
Pontifical Gregorian University in 1981, 
S.T.L. (Biblical Theology) from Pontifical 
Gregorian University in 1983, and M.A. 
(Formative Spirituality) from Duquesne 

University in 1991. 

Fr. Rich was ordained for the Diocese of 
Buffalo on July 10, 1982, and this July 
he celebrated his 40th anniversary as a 
priest!

Fr. Rich served as a faculty member at 
Wadhams Hall Seminary-College from 
1988-1996, and was Rector there from 
1992 to 1996. From 1996-2008, he 
served as a faculty member at Christ 
the King Seminary in Buffalo. There he 
served as President-Rector for twelve 
years. Having earned specialized degrees 
in Scripture and Spirituality, his favorite 
subject to discuss and teach was Biblical 
Greek. Fr. Rich was also spiritual director 
at Christ the King for seven years.  

Father’s Favorites:
When it comes to being a priest, there 
are many things that stand out to Fr. 
Rich as “favorites” including preaching, 
being with the people, meeting people, 
and helping train other parish priests.

When asked about his favorite Saint, Fr. 
Rich shared that his Confirmation name 
is Damien. Though he wasn’t yet canon-
ized at the time of Fr. Rich’s Confirma-
tion, Fr. Damien of Molokai, who served 
patients with leprosy in Hawaii, was of 
particular interest and admiration to Fr. 
Rich. Fr. Damien was later canonized in 
2009. Other Saints that Fr. Rich is partial 
to include St. Andrew and St. Philip. 
Both Saints hold special significance for 
him. His first parish assignment and pas-
torate were at St. Andrews in Kenmore, 
and he was named pastor of St. Philip 
the Apostle last year, where he had pre-
viously helped out 20 years ago. 

When talking about a favorite scripture 
or quote, Fr. Rich shared the follow-
ing: “To whom much has been given, 
much will be asked.” It is a reminder, he 
explained, that we’ve been blessed and 

we’re called to share those blessings. 
“God’s been good to me,” he shared, “I 
need to share those blessings.”

Family of Parishes
Lastly, when talking about our Family 
of Parishes, Fr. Rich shared his excite-
ment over the Family model. “It gives 
us a foundation to build on, preventing 
the need for additional consolidations 
down the line,” he explained. Fr. Rich 
wants parishioners to be proud of the 
parish they belong to, but also to see 
themselves as part of the family. “As a 
family, we have the potential to do more 
together and offer more to the people of 
God.”

Thank you, Fr. Rich, for taking the time 
to help us get to know you better! 
Watch the weekly bulletin for “Messages 
from the Moderator” as Fr. Rich keeps 
parishioners updated on the Road to Re-
newal. You can send any questions you’d 
like to see Fr. Rich answer in his bulletin 
messages in to the St. Mary’s Rectory. 
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St. Mary’s 
Parishioner Updates

Recently, these new families joined 
St. Mary’s:
Beth Faul, Arthur Hinckley, Ian and 
Melanie Horner, Nicholas and Ashley 
Kasniak, Joseph and Ashley Light, 
Tara Maj, Michael and Chandra Mar-
zec, Eric and Stephanie Miller, Justin 
and Lori Reid, Christine Swierczynski, 
Eric and Jill Szpylman, and Nicholas 
and Jillian Vespa.

These couples were married at St. 
Mary’s:
Elspeth Phillips and Patrick Mattox, 
Carolyn Kidder and David Owczarc-
zak, Justine Pazderski and Thomas 
Irish, and Emma Howard and James 
Robinson, Jr.

These children became members of 
our parish family through Baptism:
Remilyn Bakowski, Talia Ballistrea, 
Sunnie Cayea, Michael Curran, Sabri-
na Eger, Olivia Fairl, and Tripp Shaw.

These beloved souls were called home 
to the Lord:
Fran Carr, Donna Jurewicz, John Keg-
ler, Raymond Myers, Shirley Philipps, 
and William Weishaupt. 
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Junior Ladies of Charity On the Go!
St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity 
kept busy this past summer getting 
back out into the community and help-
ing others. The girls made two trips to 
Symphony Manor to do some garden-
ing, spruce up the grounds, visit with 
the residents and provide treats and 
table favors for a summer party. They 
also painted and decorated seashells

The girls helped with gardening at 
Symphony Manor. 

and placed them in the gardens at the 
Manor and donated bingo prizes as 

well. The girls plan on returning to the 
Manor on Columbus Day for an after-
noon of activities with the residents.

Our Juniors made several trips to the 
Ladies of Charity Center on Broadway 
in Buffalo over the course of the sum-
mer to fill 400 backpacks with school 
supplies and pack them up for deliv-
ery to children in need across the 
Buffalo Diocese. 

The JLOC annual bake sale was a huge 
success and funds raised will support 
their charitable work over the course 
of this school year. They also collected 
and sorted baby and toddler clothing 
for the St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy 
Outreach Center.

Three new officers were also elected 
this summer! Kaylyn O’Grady, a se-
nior, will serve as President, Lindsay 
Luksch, also a senior, will serve as 
Vice President and Mia O’Grady, 10th 
grade, will serve as Treasurer. All three 
girls attend St. Mary’s High School. 
Julia Drayer, a senior at Lancaster 
High School will continue to serve as 

The girls hold up backpacks they helped 
fill for those in need. 
Secretary. Our JLOC are currently 
accepting new members! Girls from 
6th grade through 12th grade from 
throughout the community are wel-
come to join.
Meetings are held in St. Mary’s Par-
ish Center one Sunday afternoon a 
month. Several volunteer opportuni-
ties taking us out into the community 
also take place throughout the year. 
Our next meeting is planned for Sun-
day, October 16th from 1-3 pm in the 
Parish Center.  For more information 
please contact Mrs. Marian Snyder at 
(716) 681-2957 or 
mariansnyder33@gmail.com.

Junior Ladies of Charity elected three new officers 
this summer. 
From left to right:
Lindsay Luksch - Vice President (a senior)
Mia O’Grady - Treasurer (10th grade)
Kaylyn O’Grady - President (a senior)
All young ladies attend St. Mary’s High School.

Not pictured is Julia Drayer who will continue as 
our Secretary. Julia is a senior at Lancaster High 
School.
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Vacation Bible School Scrapbook
St. Mary’s Vacation Bible School took place the week of August 1-5. This year’s 
theme was “God’s Love is Everywhere.” Our students enjoyed crafts and songs, made 
s’mores, learned about baptism and God’s love, and even got a visit from local 
firefighters from Lancaster Fire Department!
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St. Maria Bertilla Boscardin
October 20

by Barb Owczarczak, Pastoral Minister

St. Maria was 
born Anna Fran-
cesca Boscar-
din, October 6, 
1888, to peas-
ant farmers in 
Brendola, Italy, 
near Vincenza. 
Locally, she 
was called An-
nette, or more 
often, cruelly 
called “goose”, 
for what was 
considered her 

slow-wittedness. As a child, she could 
only attend school irregularly, as her 
help was often needed in the fields. 
She also had to endure abuse from 
her father, who was often drunk and 
violent. As she grew older, she worked 
as a house servant. Her desire to be-
come a nun was considered, in part, 
as an escape from her childhood life. 
Even this was a trial for her, as she 
was rejected by one order because of 
her perceived lack of intelligence. She 
was accepted, in 1904, into the Sis-
ters of Saint Dorothy in Vincenza at 
the age of 16, where she was given 
the name Maria (Mary) Bertilla.
The order assigned her to work in the 
kitchen, laundry and bakery.  After 
three years, she was allowed to learn 
nursing at a local hospital. During her 
training, she worked in the kitchen, 
but once finished, she was assigned 
to a children’s ward, where many of 
the patients were suffering from diph-
theria. It was at this time she discov-
ered her calling, nursing very ill and 
distressed children, many of whom 
needed constant attention. Sister Ber-
tilla became a “mother” to all the chil-
dren, comforting them, especially the 
smallest and most vulnerable.

It was at this time that WWI came to 
this part of Italy, and the hospital was 
taken over by the military, and soon 
was on the front lines of the battles. 
Sister Bertilla would stay with the 
wounded she tended to, as the bombs 
were being dropped around them, be-
cause the patients were too fragile to 
move. She would pray with them, as 
well as bring snacks and keep them 
company. Her service earned her the 
respect of the military, but her supe-
rior was jealous of the attention, and 
removed her from this service, send-
ing her to the laundry again. Fortu-
nately, the mother superior heard of 
her demotion, and sent her back to 
nursing. At the end of the war, she 
was made head of the children’s ward.
Sister Bertilla suffered from a pain-
ful tumor, which she had surgery on 
when she was 22, but continued to 
plague her. Yet she continued to care 
for her patients, even when she was 
in severe pain. She died from surgi-
cal complications in 1922. She was 
34. Her reputation as a simple, caring 
person impressed those around her. 
At her canonization, many of her pa-
tients, and those she interacted with, 
were present to attest to her charac-
ter. Even her father told how he had 
treated her as a child. She was canon-
ized 39 years after her death, in 1961.
Prayer: St. Mary Bertilla Boscardin, 
you are truly an example of simplicity 
and purity. Pray for us that we may 
also be given the gift of ‘becoming like 
little children’ in the sight of our Lord. 
We ask this through Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Upcoming Respect 
Life Events

40 Days for Life
Wednesday, September 28th - 
Sunday, November 6th, 2022
An internationally coordinated 40-day 
campaign that aims to end abortion lo-
cally through prayer and fasting, com-
munity outreach, and a peaceful all-day 
vigil in front of abortion businesses.
Peaceful, prayerful vigils will be tak-
ing place at 2500 Main Street. You can 
participate by signing up online or calling 
one of the daily coordinators listed be-
low, who will be HAPPY to help!  Sign up 
early and sign up often - we need your 
help!!
Sunday           
Monday     
Tuesday          
Tuesday (2)   
Wednesday    
Thursday      
Friday
Saturday 
Vigil 
Coordinator
Campaign 
Director

National Life Chain
Sunday, October 2 from 2:00 -3:00 pm
St. Mary’s parishioners join parishioners 
from other parishes to form a peaceful 
prayer chain along Niagara Falls Blvd. 
For more information, please contact 
St. Mary’s Respect Life Coordinator: Jim 
Snyder (716) 395-5677.
Respect Life Mass
Bishop Michael Fisher will celebrate the 
Respect Life Mass on Sunday, October 2, 
at 10:30 am at St. Joseph Cathedral (50 
Franklin Street, Buffalo). 

Sr. Mary (716) 292-0328
Diane (716) 648-6422
Mary Anne (716) 864-0747
Kathy (716) 984-2068
Debbie (716) 912-2323
Lisa (716) 998-6096
Margie (905) 894-3676
Bonnie (716) 839-1317
Vicky (716) 208-1000

Karen (716) 421-8689

Pray for Us!
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Masses
Monday – Friday: 12 Noon 

Saturday: 7:00 PM
Sunday: 8 AM, 10 AM & 12 Noon
Weekday and Sunday 10 AM Masses 

are livestreamed. 
Visit http://stmarysonthehill.org/live-streams/. 

Livestreamed Masses are also available on Facebook and 
You Tube @St Mary’s on the Hill.

Please call the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445 
for Holy Day Mass schedules.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. or by appointment

Appointments may be made by calling 
the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445.

Like us on Facebook and visit us on Instagram and Twitter @SMALancaster.
Visit us on YouTube at St. Mary’s on the Hill.
And visit stmarysonthehill.org to connect to our parish app today!


