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From the Pastor: 
Pilot Parish Update

Over the past several months, St. 
Mary’s, along with five other parishes 
in our area (Blessed Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, Our Lady of Pompeii, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, St. Martha’s and St. 
Philip the Apostle), have been meet-
ing together on a regular basis to look 
at the many resources each parish has 
and to consider how possible sharing 
of these gifts might produce a more 
vibrant faith experience for us all. The 
official title of this venture is called the 
Road to Renewal, leading to a Fam-
ily of Parishes. We are a pilot parish, 
being one of the first throughout the 
diocese undertaking this process.
Various members from each of our 
parishes have examined a number of 
our traditions and customs including: 
worship sites, mass times, other sac-
ramental celebrations,  religious edu-
cation programs for youth and adults, 
sacramental preparation programs, 
building and grounds needs ( church, 
school, cemetery), and revenues 
needed for sustaining our facilities and 
assisting the needy of our communi-
ties. Many different strengths for en-

abling faith development were identi-
fied and discussed. At the time of this 
writing we are still in the process of 
considering our future directions to-
gether.  Here are some changes that 
will shortly be announced: a different 
leadership pattern including a pastor 
and associates working together to 
serve the needs of each parish, shar-
ing a variety of religious education 
programs, and a new mass schedule 
for all of our parishes. (This will most 
likely result in the elimination of some 
masses here at St. Mary’s). It is im-
portant to remember that there will be 
mass opportunities within easy reach 
for every member of our parish every 
week.
This is an update and further develop-
ments can be found in our weekly bul-
letin and on our various parish social 
media sites. Please keep our renewal 
efforts in your prayers as together we 
continue to bring the message and 
love of Jesus into the lives and worlds 
we each touch.
   - Fr. Paul
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Registration is under way for the 2022/2023 school year at St. Mary’s 
Elementary School. Registrations are being accepted for full 
time Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 and Kindergarten - 8th grade. 
Registration packets are available in the school office. To pick 
up a packet, have one mailed to your home, or for more 
information, call (716) 683-2112 or email 
secretary@smeschool.com.

Enrollment is Open at 
St. Mary’s Elementary!

Sharing Your Faith
Question: 
My friend has never heard of Christ 
and I want to share the Gospel with 
her but I’m afraid to. How do I share 
my faith?
Answer: 
There are a lot of ways to bring up 
the topic of religion, without being 
judgmental or pushy. Begin by asking 
what her thoughts are about religion, 
or what her experience was grow-
ing up. Finding common ground is 
often easier than you think, because 
the questions and problems we have 
about God, the presence of evil, our 
purpose in life, and our relationship 
with God are universal concerns.
Why are you afraid? If you do not want 
to insult or offend someone, don’t be 
pushy or judgmental. If you are un-
certain about how to explain your own 
faith, do a little reading or practice 
with a friend. If you measure success 
only by this person converting, focus 
your attention more on beginning the 
conversation, not on bringing it to a 
perfect close! Faith is a journey of 
many acts of belief, many discussions 
about God, and many choices about 
how we practice what we preach. In 
some we will have great success; in 
others we will need forgiveness and 
perseverance. The most important 
thing to keep in mind is that the Holy 
Spirit is always at work and our most 
humble efforts can bear great fruit. 
Have faith in God because He has faith 
in you!      ©LPi

Did you know...St. Mary’s is a STREAM school, offering an education to 
students which includes Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, The Arts, 

and Mathematics. Learn more about St. Mary’s Elementary by visiting 
smeschool.com or by scanning the QR code. 

Several of St. Mary’s students were Christian Witness Recipients for the month of April 
for being “...visible examples of Gospel living.”
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Batt, Aubrey
Beebe, Madelyn
Betz, Michael

Bindemann, Sebastian
Carroll, Anthony

Carroll, Chase
Coppola, Sawyer

DeMarco, Gianna
Donhauser, Adrianna

Espinosa, Zachary
Falls, Avery
Fuqua, Noah

Giglio, Benjamin
Gill, Cecelia

Gregg, Danielle
Keem, Benjamin
Kilianski, Tyler
Kiliszek, Wyatt
Kinnin, Zachary
Kotlak, Mariana

Kulpit, Cole
Kusak, Hannah
Letina, Brooklyn

Loga, Jacob
Lovell, Lucas

Memminger, Lily
Nicastro, Ewen

Oun, Elijah
Paterek, Carolena
Paterek, Petrina
Pfender, Scarlett

Pietrantoni, Anna
Prasad, Lucas
Riley, Juliana
Roberts, Liam
Scharf, Landon

Smykowski, Brisyn
Smykowski, Devyn

Sparmo, Shane
Spinelli, Harper
Spoor, Zander

Swiech, Nicholas
Todaro, Giovanni

Toole, Emily
VanCoevering, Russell

Wells, Linnea
Willard, Ian

Zaluski, Caylee
Zgliczynski, Sonya

St. Mary’s First Communion
Class of 2022

First Communion was celebrated at St. Mary’s over six Masses on April 30, May 
1, and May 7. Forty-nine students received Jesus in the Eucharist for the first 
time. Congratulations to our First Communicants and their families! 

St. Mary’s St. Vincent de Paul conference 
held it’s first of four scrap drives for this 
year in April. The April scrap drive was 
a big success, totaling three truckloads 
of material taken to Twin Village Recy-
cling. The result was a revenue of $597. 
Our St. Vincent de Paul members offer 
a sincere thank you to everyone who 
participated and who worked diligently 
to achieve this success. Additional scrap 
drives will be held the weekends of June 
25-26 and August 20-21. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Scrap Drives

Greg Gable and his granddaughter, Kate, 
helped out at the St. Vincent de Paul 
scrap drive in April.

A large pile of aluminum was donated 
during the April scrap drive. 



4 - St. Mary of the Assumption Parish                                                                       Summer 2022

St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity 
were thrilled to get back out into the 
community once again as volunteer 
opportunities became available for 
the first time since Covid hit. The girls 
were able to make use of their free 
time over the Easter break to share 
their time and talents with a variety of 
organizations!

Four Juniors spent a morning at the 
Ladies of Charity Donation Center in 
Buffalo sorting and cataloging the 
many donated school supplies at the 
Center. This work was in preparation 
for the Ladies of Charity backpack 
program that will take place this com-
ing summer, when the girls will lend a 
hand preparing backpacks for needy 
children.

Six Juniors spent another morning at 
The St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Out-
reach Center’s Satellite Office at In-
fant of Prague Parish in Cheektowaga 
sorting donated baby clothes and put-
ting outfits together. The outfits will 
be given out to mothers seeking help 
from the agency.

During the April JLOC meeting, thir-
teen girls assembled 86 Easter bas-
kets and made handmade Easter 
cards for the residents of Symphony 
Manor. Just before Easter, 10 girls, led 
by our very own Easter bunny, visited 

with the residents and handed out 
the cards and baskets, singing “Here 
Comes Peter Cottontail” and stopping 
by each room to make sure everyone 
had a visit from the bunny.  

The girls capped off the month of 
April by volunteering at the Ladies of 
Charity Raffle Party fundraiser held in 
Lackawanna. They assisted with the 
basket and gift card raffles, helped 
serve lunch to the ladies and assisted 
with cleanup.

Monthly meetings will continue 
through the summer back under the 
pavilion.

If you are a young lady entering 6th 
grade through senior year in high 
school and wish to become a member 
of the Junior Ladies of Charity, please 
contact Mrs. Marian Snyder at 
(716) 681-2957 or 
mariansnyder33@gmail.com for more 
information. Be sure to stop by and 
meet the girls under the pavilion dur-
ing their annual fundraising bake sale 
the weekend of June 25-26th!

Junior Ladies of Charity Out and AboutGod’s Family
Faith Formation Supporting 

Persons with Disabilities 
and their Families

What is God’s Family?
God’s Family is a diocesan supported 
program that began 15 years ago. 
It was created to serve families who 
have members, young and old, with 
special needs, providing a welcom-
ing, faith-filled community for persons 
with special physical, cognitive, or 
emotional needs. The program offers 
support to both parents and siblings 
and meets monthly during the school 
year.

How does the God’s Family 
Program work?
There are several ways God’s Family 
can serve your family:
* As an enhancement to the parish 
faith formation program
* As a support network for persons 
with disabilities and their families
* As a resource for those who minister 
to families with disabilities
Whether you are an active member of 
a parish or are searching for a faith 
community, the God’s Family Program 
can serve to both enhance your in-
volvement in parish life and grow and 
strengthen your faith. In God’s Family, 
there is a place for everyone, and we 
welcome YOU!

To learn more about the God’s Family 
Program or to learn how you can vol-
unteer to help with the program, con-
tact Elaine Driscoll (716) 683-8611 or 
edristoj@aol.com

What people are saying...

“We love the day. Everyone is made 
to feel welcomed and valued. We are 
so impressed with the loving care and 
attention to detail that is evident in 
every one of our meetings.” (Parent)
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Word of God to the people telling 
the story of our salvation. Lectors 
need to have a strong voice and a 
love of the scriptures.  Training is 
provided.

The Ministry of Ushers
Theirs are the Lord’s voice and 
hands that help people be seated 
and help whenever needed during 
Mass. Ushers are able to choose 
the Mass of their choice, gather-
ing 15 minutes before Mass and 
remaining for a few minutes after 
Mass.  

Ministers of the Eucharist
Minister Christ’s Body and Blood 
to the body of Christ, God’s peo-
ple.  Their ministry can take place 
at Mass on weekdays or week-
ends.  Special Ministers of Com-
munion bring Christ to the home-
bound. Attendance at a Diocesan 
Workshop is required.  Eucharistic 
Ministers must be confirmed Cath-
olics. Training is provided.

If you are called to become a part 
of any of the above liturgical min-
istries, call Deacon John Owczarc-
zak at 716-683-3269 or email at 
deaconjohnowczarczak@gmail.com.

Livestreaming Weekend 
Masses
Help bring the Mass to the ill and 
homebound who cannot attend 
in person. Live streaming can be 
done from the lower level of the 
church, from the choir loft, or from 
home. Contact Jennifer Gaglione 
at 716-480-0510 to learn more.

Social Justice Ministry
We are in need of a new leader for 
our Social Justice Ministry. This 
ministry is dedicated to social jus-
tice in many forms including help-
ing the poor, addressing concerns 
like climate change, and human 
rights issues like discrimination 
and human trafficking. If you’re 
interested in learning more about 

leading this ministry, please reach 
out to Holly Walter at 716-656-
9583.

Funeral Breakfasts
Servers: Help prepare food in the 
kitchen, help pour coffee and oth-
er drinks, and assist as needed.
Bakers: Bake a dessert a day 
or two before the breakfast and 
drop it off at the Parish Center the 
morning of the breakfast.
Clean Up Crew: Arrive at the 
Parish Center about an hour into 
the breakfast to clean dishes off 
the tables, take them into the 
kitchen, and wash dishes.
Those interested in joining this 
ministry are asked to call Josie 
Wienckowski at 716-683-4749.

Sunday Coffee Hours
Help with Coffee Hours on Sun-
day and the occasional Saturday 
Hot Dog or Ice Cream evenings. 
We are looking for people or fami-
lies to help set-up and serve after 
the 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and 12 Noon 
Masses on Sunday. If you are in-
terested in or would like to know 
more about the Hospitality Team, 
please contact Elaine at 716-683-
8611 or edristoj@aol.com.

Faith Formation
Our Faith Formation program is in 
need of volunteer catechists, co-
catechists, classroom assistants, 
Family Program volunteers, and 
Vacation Bible School volunteers. 
All adults who have completed 
(or are willing to complete) the 
Diocesan Safe Environment train-
ing (Protecting God’s Children), 
as well as high school teens, are 
invited to apply. If interested in 
applying to volunteer and/or have 
questions, please contact Becky 
Hoag for details. 
becky@stmarysonthehill.org 
or 716-683-8564.

Volunteer Opportunities at St. Mary’s
Several of St. Mary’s ministries are in need of volunteers. Ministry involvement is a beautiful way to serve your parish 
and community and get to know fellow parishioners. We are looking for individuals young and old, married, single, 
widowed, or divorced who love the Eucharist and love God’s people. Come be a part of our Liturgical Celebrations!
The Ministry of the Liturgy 
Team
Help plan and coordinate our par-
ish celebrations including oversee-
ing the environment, music, and 
all the Liturgical Ministries. Meet-
ings are held monthly on Saturday 
morning.

The Ministry of Liturgical 
Environment 
Help create an environment re-
flecting the Liturgical Seasons by 
decorating our worship space. All 
creative gifts and willing hands 
are welcome to join this ministry.

The Ministry of Hospitality
Be the smiling faces that greet 
God’s people before each Mass. 
Greeters are able to choose the 
Mass of their choice, gathering 15 
minutes before Mass and remain-
ing for a few minutes after Mass.  
Families are welcome!

The Ministry of Altar Server
Theirs is the work of assisting the 
priest before and during Mass.  Al-
tar servers must be in the fourth 
grade or above.  Adult servers are 
also needed to help serve Funer-
als.  Adult and Youth servers are 
an integral part of the Celebration 
of the Mass.  They help in setting 
an example for the people gath-
ered at prayer. Training is provid-
ed.

Music Ministry
Theirs is the ministry that reaches 
the deepest recesses of the human 
heart; They help us respond to 
God’s word and to sing our praises 
to God by drawing the people into 
a joyful celebration – vocal or in-
strumental. Cantors, choir mem-
bers, and musicians are needed.  
Young and old.

The Ministry of Lector
Theirs is a share in the work of the 
Lord’s Spirit who opens our hearts 
to God’s Holy Word.  Proclaim the 
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GOLD SPONSOR $1,500 
1 Golf Foursome 
Company Name on Tournament Banner 
2 Hole Signs 
Recognition on SME Website 
 
SILVER SPONSOR $1,000 
1 Golf Foursome 
Company Name on Beverage Cart 
1 Hole Sign 
Recognition on SME Website 
 
BRONZE SPONSOR $ 750 
1 Golf Foursome 
Putting Green and Driving Range Signage 
Recognition on SME Website 
 
LUNCH SPONSOR $ 500 
1 Golf Pair 
Lunch Reception Signage 
Recognition on SME Website 
 
RECEPTION SPONSOR $300 
Signage at Cocktail Hour 
1 Hole Sign 
Recognition on SME Website 
 
CONTEST SPONSOR $100 
1 Contest Sign 
1 Hole Sign 
Recognition on SME Website 
 
HOLE SPONSOR $50 
1 Hole Sign 
Recognition on SME Website 
 

Registration Form 
 

Name:_____________________________________________________  Phone:____________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________  Email:__________________________ __ 
__________________________________________________________ 

  $150 – Individual Golfer (will be assigned to a group)   

   $600 – Foursome ______________________________ 
             ______________________________ 
             ______________________________ 
             ______________________________ 
  $50 Dinner Only 
  I am unable to attend, but would like to make a donation in the amount of $_____________________ 

Please make checks payable to:  St. Mary’s Elementary School or scan the QR code above to pay with credit. 
Forms may be mailed to:  SME GOLF COMMITTEE, 2 St. Mary’s Hill, Lancaster, NY 14086 · 716-683-2112 

      St. Mary of the Assumption Parish &  

    St. Mary’s Elementary School present… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceeds to benefit 
St. Mary’s Elementary School 

Unlimited 
Sponsorship          

Opportunities 

 

 
9:00 AM  Registration 

10:00 AM   ShotGun Start 
Lunch at the Turn 

OOnnee  HHoouurr  OOppeenn  BBaarr  bbeeffoorree  DDiinnnneerr  
4:30  PM   Buffalo Themed Dinner 

Prizes and Awards 

Prizes for… Longest Drive · Highest Team Score    
  Lowest Team Score · Closet to the Pin · 
  Hole in One Contest · Other Day of Contests 

Sponsorships:    
___ GOLD  $1,500 

  ___ SILVER         $1,000 
  ___BRONZE  $   750 
  ___LUNCH   $   500 
  ___RECEPTION $   300 
  ___CONTEST  $   100 
  ___HOLE   $     50
    

Looking to freshen up your wardrobe for summer? Consider stopping into the 
Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store. The store is located at 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo, four blocks east of the Broadway Market and is 
open Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The store of-
fers affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys, and seasonable 
items. All items are new or gently used donated items. 

When you shop at the Ladies of Charity thrift store, you help to fund Ladies of 
Charity ministries such as partial scholarships, the Ladies of Charity Backpack 
Program, Reading Enrichment Program, First Communion outfits, Christmas 
programs, the Layette Program, and provide clothing and household goods 
through the Fresh Start Program. Thank you for supporting Ladies of Charity! 

Dress for Less with the Ladies of Charity

These new parishioners have recently 
joined St. Mary’s:
Eleanor Asquith and Ryan Carrick, 
Patrick Dombrowski and Kathleen 
Bookmiller, Erich and Amber Fleck, 
John and Diane Glenn, Cody and 
Shelby Hehir, Connor Hoeflich and 
Elizabeth Lampka, Kristen Hortman, 
Jason and Katrina Kaminski, Dennis 
and Melissa Kusak, Joseph and Anne 
Mecca, Eugenia Olson, Bryan and Kel-
ley Pempsell, Jacob and Erin Radder, 
Joseph and Erin Rozak, Nicholas and 
Sarah Schiske, Stanley and Kathleen 
Sojka, Justine Stevenson, and Sandra 
Szwarc.
These couples were married at St. 
Mary’s:
Erin Conway & Jacob Wojtusiak
These children and adults became 
members of our parish family through 
Baptism:
Talia Joan Ballistrea, Bradley Mark 
Brownell, Parker Adam Cichocki, 
Camden Patrick Dombrowski, Char-
lotte Florence Dombrowski, Chanell 
Christine English, Dashawna Cath-
erine English, Erich Roy Fleck, Jr., 
Emma Arlin Howard, Ally Ray Kwan-
drans, Sloan Lauren Marrano, Stella 
Jacqueline Memminger, Grace Marie 
Mueller, Ari Marie Nicosia, Natalie Jean 
Ordonez, Riley Jean Ortman, Jameson 
Jacob Radder, Jennifer Irene Sparmo, 
and Luci Ann Zimmerman.

These beloved souls were called home 
to the Lord:
Evelyn Barnhardt, Kevin Brooder, Mi-
chael Curran, Dorothy Forys, Dolo-
res Grimmer, Doris Huber, Gordon 
McDougall, Edward Mikula, Eliza-
beth Ortman, Dolores Quigley, Albert       
Rinow, Sr., Daniel Schwegler, and Ed-
ward Weremblewski. 

St. Mary’s 
Parishioner Updates
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           Scrip is Now RaiseRight!
What’s changed? Scrip has been rebranded as RaiseRight, so when you visit their 
website, it will no longer be shopwithscrip but raiseright.com. 
What hasn’t changed? We have the same great gift cards - still without activation 

fees when you purchase through RaiseRight. St. Mary’s still benefits too! And you can still 
Adopt-A-Family with RaiseRight! Even if you don’t have a student enrolled at St. Mary’s Elementary, you 
can still help a family who does. 
RaiseRight is an easy, user-friendly way to shop using gift cards and certificates instead of cash, while of-
fering families the opportunity to help keep tuition costs down. To learn more about buying gift cards and 
helping out our families, contact Mary Kate DeMarzio at scrip@smeschool.com or (716) 683-6445.

                     Thank you!

Fr. Solanus Casey was born on No-
vember 25, 1875, to devout Irish 
Immigrants in Oak Grove, WI. He 
was given the name Bernard Fran-
cis Casey. He was the 6th of sixteen 
children. As a child, he worked on the 
family farm, and then he worked as 
a logger, a hospital orderly, a prison 
guard, and a street car operator. It 
was at this job that he saw a drunk 
assaulting a woman, and this gave 
him a desire to do something to make 
the world a better place.

He entered the St. Francis HS Semi-
nary in Milwaukee to study for the 
dioscesan priesthood. Being English 
speaking, he struggled in the German 
speaking school. It was recommended 
he leave the seminary to join a reli-
gious order, so he joined the Capuchin 
Order at Detroit in 1897. Unfortu-
nately, this was also a German speak-
ing order, so his struggles continued. 
Taking the name Solanus, he was or-
dained July 24, 1904, as a “simplex 
priest”, unable to hear confessions or 
preach doctrinal sermons. 

Fr. Solanus spent twenty years in the 
NYC area, in Yonkers, the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan, and then Harlem. 

He served at menial tasks, caring for 
the poor, and working with the sick. 
It was during this time that he was 
found to give profound inspirational 
speeches.  Solanus had amazing spiri-
tual insight, a comforting presence, 
and an endless supply of patience. He 
also loved to play his violin with his 
fellow friars. Many said he had a heal-
ing touch with the ill.

He was transferred to St. Bonaventure 
Monastery in Detroit in 1924, where 
he worked as a porter, and sacristan. 
He was nicknamed “The Doorkeeper”, 
and he never turned people away when 
they wished to talk with him. He would 
spend as much time as necessary with 
them, and his reputation spread.  In 
NYC, when he enrolled people in the 
Seraphic Mass Association, so many 
reported blessings received, that the 
order had Fr. Solanus keep records of 
this. This continued after his move to 
Detroit, and during his “retirement”. 
Some of these “favors”, as he called 
them, were physical healings, as well 
as spiritual and emotional. By the end 
of his life, Fr. Solanus had filled seven 
notebooks with over six thousand cas-
es of prayers answered.
 

He died at the age of 86, on July 31, 
1957, after suffering for years with a 
severe skin disease. In the three days 
after his death, 20,000 people came to 
pay their respects to this simple priest 
who helped open the doors to heaven 
for so many. Declared Venerable by 
Pope John Paul II in 1995, petitions 
continue to come in for sainthood.

Blessed Solanus Casey: Feast Day July 30
by Barb Owczarczak, Pastoral Minister
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Masses
Monday – Friday: 12 Noon 

Saturday: 4:30 & 7 PM
Sunday: 8 AM, 10 AM & 12 Noon

Weekday, Saturday 4:30 PM and Sunday 10 AM Masses 
are livestreamed. 

Visit http://stmarysonthehill.org/live-streams/. 
Livestreamed Masses are also available on Facebook and 

YouTube @St Mary’s on the Hill.
Please call the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445 

for Holy Day Mass schedules.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 3:30 - 4 p.m. or by appointment
Appointments may also be made by calling 
the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445.

Like us on Facebook and visit us on Instagram and Twitter @SMALancaster.
Visit us on YouTube at St. Mary’s on the Hill.
And visit stmarysonthehill.org to connect to our parish app today!


