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From the Pastor ...Year of the Lord - 2022
Our Liturgical Year traditionally begins with the First Sunday of Advent and 
concludes with the Feast of Christ the King in late November. The Scriptural 
readings for weekend worship follow a three-part cycle governed by one of the 
three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). 
This year, we observe what is known as the C year, following the Gospel ac-
cording to Luke. This Gospel has a companion work – The Acts of the Apostles 
– which tells the story of the development of the early Christian Church. Luke’s 
Gospel is generally believed to have been written sometime in the 80’s of the 
common time by a Christian of Gentile background very familiar with the Jew-
ish religion. His Gospel contains much material also found in Mark’s Gospel, 
but also considerable information found only in his work; for instance, the 
Annunciation, Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, His Presentation in the Temple, Him 
being found in the Temple at age 12, parables including the Good Samaritan, 
the Prodigal Son, and the Eleventh Hour Workers, and unique miracle stories 
such as the raising from the dead of the widow’s son of Naim and the healing 
of the 10 lepers. 
During this year, we will be listening and learning much about compassion, 
love, the forgiveness of God, Jesus’ role as a prophet and healer, and His reli-
ance on prayer. Luke’s practical view of Jesus’ mission and his stress on the 
needs of the poor are highlights of his Gospel.
2022 continues the Year of Joseph, with celebrations taking place in his honor. 
Our Buffalo Diocese will observe the 175th anniversary of its founding with 
yearlong observances beginning in April. Also, the process of renewal entitled 
the Family of Parishes continues. (See page 2.)
Luke’s Gospel calls us to the important mission of peace and justice - a prayer 
that together we will grow stronger and more faithful this year.
                                                                                                                                                       - Fr. Paul     

“For Unto Us A 
Child is Born ...”

Angel Mass
In Remembrance of Deceased 

Loved Ones Named on the   
2021 Tree of Remembrance

Monday, January 10
12 Noon (Church)

Christmas Eve Masses
Friday, December 24

4 p.m. (Church) – 4 p.m. (School)
6 p.m. (Church) – Midnight (Church)

Caroling will precede Midnight 
Mass, beginning at 11:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day Masses
Saturday, December 25

8 a.m., 10 a.m. & Noon (Church)

New Year’s Eve Mass
Friday, December 31
4:30 p.m. (Church)

New Year’s Day Masses
Saturday, January 1

8 a.m. & Noon (Church)
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Don’t forget to pick up your 2022 St. Mary’s Parish calendar – 
available in the back of Church. 

Happy New Year to you and your loved ones!

Mark Your Calendar: Lent Begins March 2
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which falls on March 2, 2022, and concludes with Easter on Sunday, April 17. 

Watch for future details on St. Mary’s Lenten and Easter services and events in upcoming bulletins, on social media, 
the parish website, and in the Spring 2022 issue of Messenger.

The dates for the 2022 Lenten mission co-sponsored by St. Mary’s have been set for Tuesday, March 15 and Wednes-
day, March 16 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Dr. Edward Sri will present Living Lent. Other sponsoring parishes are Our Lady of 
Pompeii, St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta and St. Martha. The 2022 mission will be held at St. Martha Church, 10 French 
Road, Depew. 

The Diocese of Buffalo has embarked 
on a journey known as the Road to 
Renewal, described by Bishop Michael 
W. Fisher as designed to “inspire us to 
be a more vibrant, relevant and heal-
ing church that responds to the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ.” 

The faithful – priests, deacons, reli-
gious, parish administrators, laity and 
school teachers within our diocese – 
are being called upon through Road to 
Renewal to work together to reinvigo-
rate our Catholic communities, more 
fully optimize parish and diocesan 
resources, and increase the impact 
of the varied ministries throughout 
Western New York.

How does this affect St. Mary’s and 
our parishioners?

Road to Renewal involves discovering 
appropriate avenues for sharing our 
faith story together and working with 
the gifts of each parish to strengthen 
the faith and good of everyone in our 
diocese. We seek to use shared min-
istries, talents, resources and leader-
ship for the enrichment of all parishio-
ners – young and older. 

St. Mary’s and our parishioners will 
become part of a larger Family of Par-
ishes that will share their pastor and 
lay leadership to increase access to 
Sacraments and ministries. Each par-
ish will retain its identity while ben-
efitting from access to additional re-
sources as we all work together to 
strengthen and revitalize our faith 
communities and outreach and evan-
gelization efforts.

•  A Family of Parishes is a grouping of 
parishes that come together to form a 
Family. Each family will contain three 
to six parishes, nearby worship sites, 

and local Catholic schools. St. Mary’s 
grouping also includes these five area 
parishes: Our Lady of Pompeii, Lan-
caster; Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta, Depew; St. Martha, Depew; 
St. Philip, Cheektowaga, and Sacred 
Heart, Bowmansville.

•  The goal of Families of Parishes is 
to strengthen parishes by sharing re-
sources and personnel. 
•  Each parish will maintain its own 
identity with its own name, trustees 
and finance council. Therefore, the as-
sets, liabilities and income of a parish 
belong to that individual parish.

The number of active priests in our di-
ocese has declined from 179 in 2011 
to a projected 100 in 2030 – to serve 
161 parishes. The goal of Families of 
Parishes is to utilize our priests as ef-
ficiently as possible and engage the 
laity, rather than closing parishes. 

Please keep the important work of 
Road to Renewal in your prayers. For 
more information, contact Fr. Paul or 
visit https://www.buffalodiocese.org/.

Diocese of Buffalo Embarks on Road to Renewal
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Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word

During Sunday 10 a.m. Masses, 
St. Mary’s offers Children’s Litur-
gy of the Word for youngsters in 
grades kindergarten through 5. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is:

* a ritual for the proclamation of 
God’s Word with children appropri-
ate to their understanding.
* a moment of salvation in which 

the living God communicates life to 
His children and they respond with 
awe, praise, thanksgiving and peti-
tion.
* liturgy, not Sunday school.
* a time to hear God’s Word at an 

appropriate level.
* an opportunity to hear the Gos-

pel message and consider how to 
practice it in life.

For more information on Liturgy of 
the Word for Children or any of St. 
Mary’s Faith Formation programs, 
please contact Director of Faith For-
mation Becky Hoag at (716) 683-
8564 or becky@stmarysonthehill.
org.

Volunteers Needed
St. Mary’s is always in need of parish-
ioner involvement in our various min-
istries. For a complete ministry listing, 
please visit https://stmarysonthehill.
org/ministries/.

Among areas where help is needed at 
this time are:
•  Ushers, greeters, altar servers, lec-
tors, and Eucharistic ministers. Con-
tact Deacon John Owczarczak.
•  Live streaming of Masses. Contact 
Fr. Paul Steller.
•  Working on a committee, beginning 
in the spring, to establish an outdoor 
Rosary Garden near the Church en-
trance. Contact Danny Rinow.
•  Working on fund-raising events. 
Contact Mary Kate DeMarzio.

Email addresses to reach contact per-
sons can be found on page 6. 

Thank you!

RCIA for Adults

St. Mary’s offers the Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) with ses-
sions held on Sundays through May at 
St. Mary’s Elementary School. Interest-
ed persons may join the RCIA process 
at any time. 

For more information, please call 
(716) 681-4145 or visit stmarysonthe-
hill.org.

Before Cana Set for 
February 26

Once a year, St. Mary’s hosts a day-
long Before Cana program for couples 
preparing for marriage in the Catho-
lic Church. Our 2020 program will be 
held on Saturday, February 26 from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Before Cana is a Buffalo diocesan re-
quirement prior to being married in 
the Church. For more information, 
please contact Deacon John Owczarc-
zak at (716) 683-3269 or john@st-
marysonthehill.org.

St. Mary’s sincerely appreciates ev-
ery gift made to help keep our parish 
strong.
If you would like to contribute to our 
parish via credit card, our Vanco on-
line giving program is available at 
stmarysonthehill.com. You can use 
Vanco to set up a one-time or recur-
ring donation. The set-up process is 
simple. 
Vanco is used by thousands of par-
ishes nationwide, including many 
throughout Western New York. As a 
PC Level 1 compliant service provider, 
Vanco is dedicated to protecting the 
security and privacy of all donors.
You may also opt for our Commitment 
to Parish Life (CPL) program, where-
by you commit to donating a certain 
amount to St. Mary’s and can honor 
that commitment either through tra-
ditional gifts or opt for an electronic 
fund transfer (EFT). An EFT can be 
done through either your bank or St. 
Mary’s.
Envelopes to deposit in collection bas-
kets are available whether or not you 
choose CPL. However, the fewer en-
velopes the parish needs to print and 
distribute, the more economical. And, 
less paper used means taking another 
step to be ecologically responsible and 
save the environment.
For more information, please contact 
St. Mary’s Business Manager Bob Over 
at bob@stmarysonthehill.org or Book-
keeper Heather Pierce at heather@st-
marysonthehill.com.
Thank you for your continued support!

For It Is In Giving 
That We Receive …
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We

  Devotions  A Look Back: The History of St. Mary’s in Lancaster
As the Diocese of Buffalo prepares to 
celebrate its 175th anniversary, par-
ishes are taking a look back at their 
own histories and legacies. St. Mary’s 
predates even the establishment of 
the diocese itself. Here’s our story on 
the historic Hill in Lancaster:

St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, 
Lancaster, has one of the longest his-
tories of any Roman Catholic parishes 
in Western New York. The parish’s 
origins are traced to the European 
settlement of the area in the early 
1800’s. At that time, priests from St. 
Louis Church, Buffalo, journeyed to 
Lancaster to minister to settlers from 
Alsace and Lorraine, France.

In 1834, the Catholic Church Society 
of Lancaster purchased two acres of 
land on what came to be known as 
St. Mary’s Hill. As a visiting priest, Fr. 
John Neumann (now St. John Neu-
mann) was instrumental in the build-
ing of the first Church on the Hill, 
between 1837 and 1840. He also es-
tablished St. Mary’s first school, at the 
crossroads of Broadway and Transit 
Road. St. Mary’s Cemetery precedes 

even the first Church structure, with 
graves dating back to the 1830’s.

Following the establishment of the Di-
ocese of Buffalo in 1847, Bishop John 
Timon formally established the parish 
of St. Mary of the Assumption on July 
28, 1850, and the first brick Church 
was constructed.

St. John’s Protectory for Orphan and 
Wayward Boys stood on St. Mary’s 
property for approximately two de-
cades, beginning in the 1850’s. It was 
then moved to Lackawanna, where it 
eventually became part of Fr. Baker 
Home.

The original St. Mary’s brick Church 
was enlarged and rededicated in 
1890. In 1903, plans for a new St. 
Mary’s School were announced. One 
year later, a new school building was 
constructed, with education provided 
through high school. St. Mary’s thus 
became the first parish high school 
established in the United States.

By 1913, an addition to the school 
doubled its capacity. In 1908, St. 
Mary’s rectory was built.

The year 1932 brought about a major 
renovation of the Church. In 1936, St. 
Mary’s stained glass windows, made 
in Innsbruck Austria, were installed. 
The windows have undergone renova-
tion since the early 2000’s, thanks in 
part to funds allocated to the parish 
through the diocesan Upon This Rock 
campaign.

Not to be overlooked are the historic 
“bells of St. Mary’s,’ which date back 
to their 1889 installation. There are 
three bells – named Joseph, Mary, and 
John – which remain in the Church’s 
bell tower to this day.

The Diocese of Buffalo assumed op-
eration of St. Mary’s High School in 
1955, which greatly relieved over-
crowding in the parish’s elementary 
school building. St. Mary’s Elemen-
tary continues to operate at the pre-K 
through 8th grade level. It is currently 
a STREAM site within the diocese sys-
tem.

Throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s, St. 
Mary’s Faith Formation program grew 
steadily in size and scope. This pro-
gram, too, continues as a viable part 
of the parish and community.

A renovation of the interior of the 
Church was completed in 1987, in-
cluding the addition of a uniquely 
designed baptistery and the present 
marble altar and ambo. 

More than 170 years into its historic 
legacy, St. Mary of the Assumption re-
mains a vital, vibrant faith community 
and an integral part of the Lancaster 
and Western New York community.

The St. Mary’s Parish Campus – Circa 1909
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  Devotions  St. Mary’s Parishioner Updates
These parishioners joined St. Mary’s 
during September and October:
Donna Kaczmarek, Christine Maley, 
and John and Patricia Wilkosz and 
family.
These couples were married at St. 
Mary’s:
Michael J. Curran, III and Amanda R. 
Ciesielski, Matthew Dutro and Britney 
Buscaglia, David Gaglione and Jenni-
fer Kaite, and Edward Wojtkowiak and 
Amy Norwood.

Confirmation 
Celebrated at 

St. Mary’s

Congratulations and blessings to 
these young people, who were con-
firmed on Sunday, November 7 at St. 
Mary’s. Confirmation was celebrated 
by the Most. Rev. Michael W. Fisher, 
Bishop of Buffalo.

Brooke Bauer, Matthew Bauer, Travis 
Bauer, Alexander Bonuito, Kayla Buc-
zkowski, Anna Burns, Timothy Camp-
bell, Vincent Conlon, Conor Cudeck, 
Sophia Daddario, Tyler DeKruger, 
Nathanial Domagalski, Julia Drayer, 
Ciara Dunne, Magdalene Dziadiosz, 
Olivia Giancarlo, Mattea Gill, Matthew 
Heimerl, Megan Hejmanowski, Ma-
layna Kotlak, Devin Kowalski, Joseph 
Kramer and Molly Kuhn.

And, Miranda Leach, Tyler Leach, Sal-
vatore Lima Jr., Elaina Lorenz, Nathan 
Massaro, Abigail Maw, Ava Mecca, 
Jacob Molino, Kyle Norton, Gabrielle 
Nowak, Connor Paradis , Annabella 
Persico, Gabriella Petroski, Ella Stoldt, 
Andrew Usinski, Audrey Warmus, 
Paige Wentland and Tannar Zilka.

These children became members of 
our parish family through Baptism:
Haley and Liam Andrzejewski, Ellie 
Hilley, Brody Maeder, Noah Newman, 
and Bayleigh Schaefer.

These beloved souls were called home 
to the Lord:
Ralph Adolf, William Ausberger, Mary 
Jane Buechi, Joanne B. Koszuta, Ruth 
Monin, Madeleine Newman, Paul St-
reit, Mary Trinci, Sylvia Warda, and 
Richard Wisniewski.

We

  Devotions  Faith Formation Highlights

Faith Formation at St. Mary’s began a return to 
regular on-site classes and celebrations in the fall 
of 2021. Children in the First Reconciliation class 

were enrolled by Fr. Paul at Mass on Sunday, 
October 24. During Masses the following weekend 
and on All Saints Day, November 1, continuing an 
ongoing parish tradition, children came to class 

and Church dressed as their favorite saints. Other 
recent activities have included families gathering 
in the Parish Cener to build gingerbread Nativity 
scenes for the holiday season - while still keeping 

safe social distancing.
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Reach Out to Us 
Anytime!

You can reach members of our 
parish staff via email:

Fr. Paul Steller, Pastor: 
paul@stmarysonthehill.org

Becky Hoag
Faith Formation Director: 

becky@stmarysonthehill.org

Deacon John Owczarczak: 
john@stmarysonthehill.org

Business Manager Bob Over: 
bob@stmarysonthehill.org

Cemetery Director Danny Rinow: 
danny@stmarysonthehill.org

Music Director Andrea Ross: 
andrea@stmarysonthehill.org

Communications & Faith Formation 
Coordinator Kaitlin Scirri: 

kaitlin@stmarysonthehill.org
Events Coordinator 

Mary Kate DeMarzio: 
marykate@stmarysonthehill.org

Bookkeeper Heather Pierce:
heather@stmarysonthehill.org

St. Mary’s Elementary School 
Principal Kim Kwitowski:

kwitowskik@smeschool.com

Kaitlin (Kait) Scirri has been named 
Communications and Faith Formation 
Coordinator at St. Mary’s, effective 
December 1. 
Kait started working as an adminis-
trative assistant in St. Mary’s Faith 
Formation office in Fall 2020. In this 
role, she works behind the scenes to 
keep multiple faith formation and sac-
rament programs running smoothly. 

Communications and Faith Formation 
Coordinator Named

In her new role, Kait will also handle 
parish communications including the 
weekly bulletin, 
the quarterly 
Messenger, the 
St. Mary’s web-
site, and social 
media, alongside 
her current re-
sponsibilities in 
the Faith Forma-
tion office. In her 
communications role, Kait succeeds 
Diane Zwirecki, APR, who is retiring. 
Kait earned a Bachelor of Arts in Writ-
ing with a minor in Religious Stud-
ies from SUNY Buffalo State in 2017. 
Since graduating, she has authored 
several juvenile nonfiction books for 
children and teens. She is a recent 
convert to Catholicism, having com-
pleted the R.C.I.A. program at St. 
Mary’s and received her sacraments of 
initiation from Fr. Paul Steller in July 
2020. 
Kait is active in several local minis-
tries including W.I.N.G.S. and Ablaze 
at St. Mary’s and the Perpetual Adora-
tion Chapel ministry team at Our Lady 
of Pompeii. She is also a high school 
Catechist. 
In thinking about her new role, Kait 
is, “most excited to bring my God-
given talents and skills together with 
my love of the faith and the Church to 
help grow the St. Mary’s community 
and bring people to Christ.”

Would You Like 
To Be a Greeter?

“Hello. Welcome to St. Mary’s!”
St. Mary’s Greeters Ministry is looking 
for greeters at all our Masses.
Can you spare 20 minutes before 
Mass to say hello?
The role of our greeters is to welcome 
our brothers and sisters, especially 
guests and newcomers, at the doors 
of St. Mary’s.

If you are inter-
ested in becom-
ing a Saint Mary's 
greeter, please call 
Paula Clarone at 
(716) 685-9356 or 
Deacon John Ow-
czarczak at (716) 
683-3269. 
Thank you!

Offer a Mass 
For a Loved One

As a special way to remember a de-
ceased loved one, or for the intention 
of someone living, please consider of-

fering a Mass 
for them at 
St. Mary’s.
The usual 
donation for 
such inten-
tions is $15. 

You may select Mass dates, as they 
are available. 
Please contact the Rectory to schedule 
a Mass, or send the name of a per-
son for whom a Mass is being offered 
to: St. Mary of the Assumption, 1 St. 
Mary’s Hill, Lancaster, NY, 14086. Your 
check should be made payable to St. 
Mary of the Assumption. Please in-
clude your name and phone number.
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Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin: Patron Saint of Indigenous People
by Barbara Owczarczak, Pastoral Minister

Feast Day December 9

Saint Juan Diego was born in 1474 as 
Cuauhtlatoatzin, which means “Eagle 
who Speaks,” in an area about 14 
miles north of what is now Mexico City. 
He was raised from the age of three 
by an uncle in the Aztec religion and 
way of life, and was considered gifted 
with a sense of the mystical. Little is 
known of his early life, but at the age 
of 50, he and his wife converted to 
Catholicism, being among the first in 
the region to receive Baptism. His wife 
passed away a few years later, and he 
moved in with the uncle who raised 
him. Juan Diego would routinely walk 
15 miles daily to attend Mass. 
On December 9, 1531, while walking 
to Mass, he heard the sound of birds 
in song, and followed the music up 
the hill. When the music ceased, he 
encountered the Blessed Mother on 

Tepeyac Hill, on the outskirts of town. 
She spoke to him in his native tongue, 
and asked him to tell the Bishop to 
build her a shrine on the hill. She 
said, "I vividly desire that a Church be 
built on this site, so that in it I can 
be present and give my love, compas-
sion, help, and defense, for I am your 
most devoted mother… to hear your 
laments and to remedy all your miser-
ies, pains and sufferings." 
When Juan Diego approached Bishop 
Juan de Zumarraga, telling of what 
happened, the bishop doubted his 
story and told Juan he needed time to 
reflect. Later that day, Juan saw the 
Lady again, telling her he had failed 
her request. He tried to explain that 
he was a simple man, but she told him 
that he was who she wanted. Juan Di-
ego returned to the Bishop the next 
day, repeating what Mary had told him 
to say. The Bishop then asked for a 
sign, some sort of proof that Juan Di-
ego’s story was true. Juan went back 
to Tepeyac Hill to explain to the Lady 
what the Bishop desired. She told 
Juan to come back the next day, and 
she would provide proof.
However, on the next day, Juan Di-
ego's uncle became very sick and he 
needed to stay and care for him. He 
felt ashamed at missing his meeting 

with the Lady. Juan was on the way 
to get a priest for last rites when he 
encountered the Lady again. She told 
him to gather roses from Tepeyac Hill 
to show the Bishop, and that his uncle 
would recover.  
Juan gathered the roses from the hill, 
with the Lady helping arrange them in 
his cloak, wrapping them up. He went 
to give them to the Bishop, and upon 
opening his cloak, not only did the 
roses fall out, but also an image of the 
Holy Mother was imprinted inside his 
cloak. The Bishop then ordered that 
a Church be built upon Tepeyac Hill. 
Upon returning home to his uncle, 
Juan Diego found him well. 
After the Church was built, the bishop 
allowed Juan Diego to live as a hermit 
in a hut on its grounds, and to act as 
a caretaker for the Church and assist 
as pilgrims began to visit to pray to 
the Mother of our Lord, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. The cloak remains on dis-
play at the Shrine to this day, and is 
believed to be a source of miracles.
Juan Diego died on December 9, 
1548, 17 years after his first appari-
tion. He is the patron saint of Indig-
enous People.

A Marion Prayer for the Season ...
God, You became human through the obedience of a simple young 

woman named Mary. Mary is our model of faith. May we be faithful 
to Your word as Mary was. Give us the courage to face each day with 
the “yes” that Mary gave to you. We ask this through the incarnate 
God, Who comes to us again during this Christmas season. Amen.
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Masses
Monday – Friday: 12 Noon 

Saturday: 4:30 & 7 PM
Sunday: 8 AM, 10 AM & 12 Noon

Weekday, Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 10 AM  and 
Weekday 12 Noon Masses are livestreamed. 

Visit http://stmarysonthehill.org/live-streams/. 
Livestreamed Masses are also available on Facebook and 

You Tube @St Mary’s on the Hill.
Please call the St. Mary’s Rectory at (716) 683-6445 

for Holy Day Mass schedules.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturdays Between 3:30 & 4 PM

Or Upon Request By Calling the Rectory at
(716) 683-6445

Like us on Facebook and visit us on Instagram and Twitter @SMALancaster.
Visit us on YouTube at St. Mary’s on the Hill.
And visit stmarysonthehill.org to connect to our parish app today!


