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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time October 10, 2021

"... All things are possible for God ... "
Mark 10:27

Pet Blessing Celebrates
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
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St. Mary's held its annual Pet Blessing last Saturday to celebrate
the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, which is observed on
October 4. St. Francis was the patron saint of animals
and ecology.



28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings for This Week

Sunday: Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [14]/
Heb 4:12-13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27
Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [2a]/Lk
11:29-32
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [2a]/Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: =~ Rom 2:1-11/Ps 62:2-3,6-7,9 [13]/Lk 11:42-
46
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7]/Lk
11:47-54
Friday: Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [cf. 7]/Lk 12:1-7
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43 [8]/
Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday:  1s53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 [22]/
Heb 4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45
Eucharistic Adoration
"1l_'ll Individuals are needed to cover time slots
0 ~_ at St. Mary's Eucharistic Adoration on First
L= = Fridays from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Church.

) 4 Eucharistic Adoration begins after the 12
noon Mass. The next Eucharistic Adoration
takes place on Friday, November 5. Please call

the Rectory at 683-6445 to place your name in a time slot.
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Masses for the Week

Monday — October 11 —Weekday — St. John XXIll, Pope
12:00 p.m. Robert Beckman (Jeff & Theresa Brown)

Tuesday — October 12 — Weekday
12:00 p.m. Dr. & Mrs. John J. Nowak (Virginia)

Wednesday — October 13 —Weekday
12:00 p.m. All Souls

Thursday — October 14 — Weekday
St. Callistus |, Pope and Martyr
12:00 p.m. Paul Streit (Marge Fetterman)

Friday — October 15

St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church
12:00 p.m. Loretta Sartori
(Wally & Claudia Samulski)

Saturday — October 16 — Weekday - St. Hedwig, Religious;
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin; BVM

4:30 p.m. Ann & Lawrence Hinman

(Jeff & Theresa Brown)

7:00 p.m. Mary Ann Kasprzyk (I love you, Dolly)
Sunday — October 17 —29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00a.m. Marge & John Rohmer (Estate)

10:00 a.m. Joseph Armatys (Family)

12:00 p.m. Matthew Wozniak (Family)

Offer a Mass for a Loved One

As a special way to remem-
ber a deceased loved one,
or for the intentions of
someone living, please con-
sider offering a Mass for them at St. Mary’s.

- INTENTIONS

The usual donation for Masses for such intentions is $15. You
may select Mass dates, as they are available. Please contact
the Rectory to schedule a Mass, or send the name of the per-
son for whom a Mass is being offered to: St. Mary of the As-
sumption, 1 St. Mary’s Hill, Lancaster, NY, 14086. Your check
should be made payable to St. Mary of the Assumption. Please
include your name and phone number.
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2nd Bann:
Edward Wojtkowiak & Amy Norwood
3rd Bann:
David Gaglione & Jennifer Kaite
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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Renewal Leaders Needed!
“Here lam, Lord! Itis |, Lord?”’

Renewing the Diocese of Buffalo requires skilled leaders to
move the Renewal Initiative forward. Now is the time for pa-
rishioners who have the needed skills and talents to demon-
strate their discipleship by offering their time and talents.

The Renewal needs:

* Faith-filled people

* People who want to share their love of Jesus
* Project Managers

* People with organizational skills

* IT experts

* People with strong communication skills

* Leaders/Managers

* Facilitators/Teachers

So, ifyou have a:

* Passion for the Church
* Few hours a week to give God and His people
* Desire to participate in the renewal of our diocese ...

Please send a note describing your qualifications to Renew-
al@dioceseofbuffalo.org or Office of Renewal, 795 Main St.,
Buffalo, NY 14203.

Next Weekend: Ladies of Charity
Pennies for Pillows Collection

The St. Mary's Ladies of Charity will hold their annual Pen-
nies for Pillows collection following all Masses next weekend
(Saturday, October 16 and Sunday, October 17). Donations
will benefit the Fresh Start Program at the LOC thrift store in
Buffalo. Monies will be used to buy new pillows and other ne-
cessities for those who have suffered a disaster or domestic
upheaval in their lives that requires a fresh start in their living
arrangements. Thank you for your generosity!

Meditation & Yoga Classes
Resume November 9

St. Mary’s Meditation & Yoga as Christian Spiritual Practice
classes will return with two classes coming up, one on Tuesday,
November 9 and one on Tuesday, December 7. Both classes
will be from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Parish Center. Safe distancing will
be maintained.

Classes are free of charge; however, donations are accepted,
with all proceeds going to our parish. Classes are multi-level,
so they are geared towards everyone from beginners to more
experienced yoga students. Please bring your own yoga mat.

For more information, please contact Communications Coordi-
nator Diane Zwirecki at dianez@stmarysonthehill.org.
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Let the Children Come to Me....
Children'’s Liturgy of the Word

Youth in kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join St.
Mary's Children’s Liturgy of the Word during the 10 a.m. Mass
on Sundays.

The Liturgy of the Word with
Childreniis:

* a ritual for the proclamation
of God’s Word with Children
appropriate to their under-
standing.

* a moment of salvation in which the living God communi-
cates life to His children and they respond with awe, praise,
thanksgiving and petition.

* liturgy, and is not Sunday School.

* time to hear God’s Word at an appropriate level.

* an opportunity to hear the Gospel message and consider
how to practice it in life.

If you would like to volunteer to be on our CLOW ministry team,
please contact Becky Hoag, Director of Faith Formation, at
becky@stmarysonthehill.org or (716) 683-8564. Thank you!

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
To Begin Next Weekend

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Do you have ques-
tions about joining the Catholic Church? Or, are you a baptized
Catholic who has not received the Eucharist and Confirma-
tion?

St. Mary’s Rite of Christian Initiation atz
for Adults (RCIA) team invites you to ]
journey with us. Sessions will begin RCIA

ASTRONG START

next Sunday, October 17 following the FOTHEFATH

10 a.m. Mass. These sessions prepare

adults to receive sacraments they have not previously received
(Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation) or to convert to Ca-
tholicism from another faith.

For more information, please call Mary at (716) 681-4145.

Protecting God's Children

An essential part of the mission of the Church is the promotion
and protection of the rights and dignity of all people. Christian
principles dictate that we have a special concern for those who
are most vulnerable and those who cannot fully care for them-
selves.

St. Mary of the Assumption Parish is in compliance with the
policies, procedures and standards set by the Diocese of Buf-
falo for this purpose through its Protecting God'’s Children pro-
gram.

For information about the policies and procedures, please go
to the parish website and click on Protecting God's Children.
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Faitiv Formatiovnw Update

Faith Formation classes are off to a great start here at St. Mary's!

If you still wish to register your children for classes,
please contact the Faith Formation Office at (716) 683-8564 as soon as possible.
We have limited space available (some classes are already at capacity).
If you feel that you are being called to be a catechist or volunteer for Faith Formation, please contact us.
L We'd love to have you join this very important ministry! 1

Everyday Stewardship

If Heaven Were Like Harvard

There’s no getting around it: life on earth can seem easier if you're rich. Most of the bodily and material needs a person could have
are fulfilled if you've got a little bit of money behind you. So why doesn’t this same theory apply to entering the kingdom of Heaven?
Why isn’t Heaven like an Ivy League school, where a connection and a hasty tuition check might open a lot of doors?

When you think about it, the virtues required to enter Heaven — things like charity and justice and courage — should be even
closer within the grasp of those who never had to worry about where their food is coming from. In theory, your capacity for good
works should only increase with the resources at your disposal.

The same is true for stewardship potential. Let’s say I've got a lot of talent. Maybe I've got a lot of free time. On paper, it should be
easier for me to give freely of these gifts, because | have the luxury that eluded the widow and her two coins: | can see my ample
gift being put into action, when so many can only offer what they have and remind themselves that God sees it and appreciates it.
But here we get into the mess of humanity: if we have a lot of something, it means we have a lot of something we could use any
way we want. And then we hear the whisper of the serpent: Think of what this (money, time, talent) could do for you.

May we pray for God to give us the heart of the widow, no matter our resources.

- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Thank You for Supporting St. Mary's!

Football Frenzy kicks off in a few weeks!

Tickets will be $10 each and cash prizes will be delivered in December and January.
For more information, contact melissa.mitchell514@gmail.com or (716) 465-9846

Calendar Club 2022

Sales are under way! This year we are running two sets - A and B - so more people can join in the fun!
Your $20 donation registers you for all Daily Drawings in 2022. Winning numbers will be generated using a
random number generator (000-999) and will be pubished at the beginning of the following month.

For more information, contact Jessica Kulpit at jesskulpit@gmail.com.

Purchase Scrip Gift Cards Year Round!

A percentage of all sales comes back to our parish and school.
Cards are available from a wide range of local and national vendors.

Orders may be sent to St. Mary’s Elementary School, placed online, dropped off
- at the Rectory on weekdays between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., or left in the locked box
in the Church vestibule.

B For more information, visit http://stmarysonthehill.org/why-buy-scrip/ or email scrip@smeschool. =




28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel Meditation

If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not going to
be enough. That love is going to want to be expressed in going
above and beyond, in leaving the comfortable and familiar, in
stretching and growing, and in following a voice other than our
own.

St. Teresa of Calcutta rightly instructs us that for “love to be
real, it must cost, it must hurt, it must empty us of self” Being
in love with God requires more than just checking the boxes of
the commandments. It requires a sincere and unconditional
self-investment. Desiring God with our whole heart, mind and
soul means that we must also desire relationships with our
neighbors with that
same degree of fervor.

Biases and prejudices
usually occur when
people are kept at a
distance and treated ¥
as objects. We cannot §
truly know our neigh-
bors, especially if they are different than us, if we keep them
in boxes and fail to listen to their stories. When we open our-
selves to listen to another person’s story, we begin to realize
how similar, more than how dissimilar we are.

Being overly attached to our possessions, ideologies, agendas,
lifestyles and personal needs are absolute barriers to achieving
the type of personal investment love demands. This is why fol-
lowing Christ can be difficult. It is less a matter of intellect and
more a matter of heart and soul. It requires that we transfer
our treasure from an investment in tangible secular things and
move it into the Kingdom of God. It is only the gifts of wisdom
and discernment that can help us decide what to do and how
todoit.

Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel could not
enter through the portal of a city weighed down with the bag-
gage it was carrying. In order to enter, the baggage must be
removed so that the animal could fit through the entry way.
The same is true for us. We carry a lot of excessive baggage
around with us that keeps us tethered to our past histories,
wounds, myopic world views, prejudices, fears and suspicions.
Toinvest ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do God’s work, and
live out our love relationship with God, we need to shed that
extra weight. While it may seem that a lot of that stuff is nec-
essary, it really is not. We are much more than the things that
we think define us - and more secure than we think. The more
there is to hold on to and the more that we carry with us, the
harder it will be to leave it all behind. Many choose not to-and
walk away sad because they are not ready to trust.

October 10, 2021
High School Updates

¢ Chef Mary Ann Esposito of Ciao Italia will return to her alma
mater, St. Mary’s High School, 142 Laverack Avenue, Lancas-
ter, next Saturday, October 16 at 5 p.m. She will discuss her
time growing up in Buffalo and lead the preparation of a four-
course meal prepared by local chefs, which will then be en-
joyed by guests. Entertainment will be provided by the Bobby
Militello Quartet. Tickets are $150 each and may be purchased
at smhlancers.org or by calling (716) 683-4824.

e Canisius High School, 1180 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, will
hold an Open House for prospective students and families
next Sunday, October 17 and Tuesday, October 19. Registra-
tion is limited and pre-registration is required at canisiushigh.
org/openhouse. Families who prefer a private tour on a non-
Open House date may request one at canisiushigh.org./tours.
Prospective students may also be a Crusader for the Day to ex-
perience Canisius on a school day by visiting canisiushigh.org/
visit or calling (716) 200-0236. All prospective students for the
Class of 2026 should take the Catholic High School Entrance
Exam on Saturday, November 20. A Tutorial Course for the
exam will be held at Canisius on three Saturdays: October 30,
November 6 and November 13, from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Register
at canisiushigh.org/examcourse.

e St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, 845 Kenmore Avenue, Buf-
falo, will hold an Open House next Sunday, October 17 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Prospective students and their families are
invited for guided tours of the school campus. For more infor-
mation, call (716) 874-4953.

¢ Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart, 3860 Main Street,
Eggertsville, will hold an Open House next Sunday, October 17
for prospective 7th and 8th grade students and their families
to tour the school, meet students, faculty and coaches, and
learn about academics, athletics and extracurricular activities.
Pre-registration is required. For more information or to regis-
ter, visit sacredheartacademy.org or call (716) 834-2101, ext.

Financial Report
Regular $3,278.25
CPL $8,440.11
Hunger Bowl $200.00
TOTAL $11,918.36

SRR




28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Around the Area

* America Needs Fatima will meet next Saturday, October 16
at 12 noon at the Lancaster Firemen’s Park (near the water
tower in the village) to pray a Rosary for peace in our country
and around the world. All are welcome. On October 13, 1917,
Our Lady worked a miracle at Fatima, known as the sun mira-
cle. For more information, call (716) 393-3447.

* The ushers at Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral, 6298
Broadway, Lancaster, will hold a Roast Beef Dinner & Raffles
next Sunday, October 17 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Both eat-in
and takeout options are available. Tickets are $13 for adults
and $6 for children aged 12 and under. There will be a 50-50
split and a raffle of 15 theme baskets. In addition, there will
be a Super Raffle: First prize is dinner and an overnight stay at
Russell’s Steak House, second prize is a $100 gift card and third
prize is a S50 Tops gift cards. Raffles tickets are $1 apiece. For
more information, call (716) 683-4046 or (716) 685-5766.

* Rev. Robert Owczarczak will present Physician-Assisted Su-
icide: Coming to America Soon? As part of the Monthly Faith
Enrichment Series at Our Lady of Pompeii Ministry Center,
129 Laverack Avenue, Lancaster, on Monday, October 18 from
7 to 8 p.m. For more information, visit olpparish.com or call
(716) 683-6522.

* A 13-session Grief-Sharing Support Group will take place at
the Our Lady of Pompeii Ministry Center, 129 Laverack Ave-
nue, Lancaster, beginning on Wednesday, October 20 at 6:30
p.m. If you've experienced the death of a loved one or know
someone who has, please consider joining us. A different DVD
will be shown on two Wednesdays of each month on how to
cope with grief and loss. Coffee, sweets, and informal discus-
sions will follow. For more information or to register, call (716)
683-6522, ext. 103.

* Gospa Village, Inc., in association with St. Luke’s Mission of
Mercy, will hold an Online Silent Auction. Preview Days are
Monday, October 25 and Tuesday, October 26, and bidding
starts at 12 noon on Wednesday, October 27 and ends at 10
p.m. on Friday, October 29. To participate, go to htpps.//GO-
SPA.givesmart.com.
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"1 fell asleep halfway through. Can
you texl me the rest of the sermon?”
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Eddie Krajewski, Joan Pomietlarz, Stephanie Merenda,
Rose Marie Nowak, Tracey Rogowski, Richard Marr, Judith
Zielinski, Robert Nye, Joseph Scandurra, Richard Zielinski,
Tammy Bosse Phillips, John Netter, Christine Zgoda, Molly
Fleischman, Chris Nicastro, Thomas Barniak, Jennifer
LaValley, John Zbock, Mary Peterson, Bob Lipiarz, Richard
Wisniewski, Lisa Schmidt, Virginia Nowak, Mark Antonio,
Sr, M. Margaret Benz, Erik Slimko, Leigh Szablewski,
Madeline Newman, Stephen Czapla, Kathleen Slawatycki,
Thomas Kostek, Mario Petrosky, Edna Groth, Alice Ann
Ott, Sandra Lisowski, Jim Doherty, Samuel Suzano, Robert
Stevens, Robert Niznansky, Monica Niznansky, Mark
Niewiemski, Sr., Linda Rugani, Patricia Singleton, Joanne
Koszuta, Shirley Rinow, Augusta Stefano, Erin Heerdt, Tim
Bosse, Charles Friedmann, Barb Kegler, Tracy Martell,
Robert Knauber, Gertrude Hauserman, Matthew Schmidt,
David Hake, Carole, and Rosemary Schmitt.

Please Pray for Those in the
Armed Forces...

Raymond Herr, Jeremiah & Rebecca Herr (Air Force), Robert
Napper (Navy), LTC Evelyn Vento, M.D. (Army), Christopher
Pfeil, Jr. (Air Force), Chief Fireman William Noll (Coast
Guard), Capt. Kelly Lelito (Army), Patrick Brotka (Navy),
Capt. Thomas Derion (Army), Col. David J. Roll (Air Force),
LCPL Anthony Celano (Marines), Anthony Celani, Jr., Maj.
Jeffrey Buczak (Army), Lance Corporal Stephen St. George
(Marines), Msgt. Mark T. Braun (Marines), PV2 Jacob C.
White (Army), Maj. Geoff Guinnup (Army), Matthew Banach
(Air Force), Capt. Robert Gold (Army), Capt. Daniel Warner
(Army), Capt. Joshua T. Mertzlufft (Air Force), Sgt. Gregory
Glauber (Army), Capt. Ethan Rugani (Army), Capt. Benjamin
Geblein (Army), Capt. Matthew A. Keysa (Army), Lt. Jacob
Concannon (Air Force), Msgt. Thomas Bain (Marines), 2nd
Lt. Daniel Emerson (Army), MC3 Joseph Calabrese (Navy),
AMAA Vincent DiJoseph (Navy) and Lt. Marcus Knoll (Navy).
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Staff

Pastor Rev. Paul W. Steller ext. 17
Permanent Deacon Deacon John Owczarczak

Business Manager Robert E. Over ext. 36
Cemetery Director Daniel E. Rinow ext.34
Director of Music Andrea Ross 330-9182
Director of Faith Formation Becky Hoag 683-8564
Communications Coordinator Diane Zwirecki, APR ext. 24
Events Coordinator Mary Kate DeMarzio ext. 12
Parish Bookkeeper Heather Pierce ext. 14
Parish Secretary Carol Kwandrans ext. 10
Parish Trustees Christina Pietrantoni, Dan Stoiber

School Principal

Kim Kwitowski

Ministries and Parish Outreach

683-2112 (ext. 124)

paul@stmarysonthehill.org
john@stmarysonthehill.org
bob@stmarysonthehill.org
danny@stmarysonthehill.org
andrea@stmarysonthehill.org
becky@stmarysonthehill.org
diane@stmarysonthehill.org
marykate@stmarysonthehill.org
heather@stmarysonthehill.org
carol@stmarysonthehill.org

kwitowskik@smeschool.com

Ablaze Young Adult Ministry  Jennifer Kaite 480-0510 Ladies of Charity Holly Walter 656-9583
Altar Society Gertrude Wolski 683-0593 Liturgy Joe Kugler 681-5448
Archiving Rectory 683-6445 Liturgy Environment Elaine Driscoll 683-8611
Baptism Preparation Rectory 683-6445 Marriage Rehearsals Deacon John Owczarczak ~ 683-3269
Before Cana Marriage Prep Deacon John Owczarczak  683-3269 Meditation & Yoga Diane Zwirecki 683-6445
Bereavement Marilyn Streit 684-9864 Ministry of Praise Rectory 683-6445
Care of the Soul Book Club  Diane Knittel 601-7860 Music Andrea Ross 330-9182
Eucharistic Ministers Deacon John Owczarczak  683-3269 Outreach Coordinator Holly Walter 656-9583
Evangelization Holly Walter 656-9583 Prayer Shawls Patricia Kedzierski 681-2284
Faith Formation Becky Hoag 683-8564 Prison Ministry Jack Thielmann 684-5777
Finance Council Dan Stoiber 683-6445 R.CIA. Mary Nowak 681-4145
Food Baskets Elaine Driscoll 683-8611 Respect Life Deacon John Owczarczak ~ 683-3269
Funeral Breakfasts Josie Wienckowski 683-4749 SME School Kim Kwitowski 683-2112
Greeters Paula Clarone 685-9356 Social Justice Ministry Holly Walter 656-9583
Hospitality Elaine Driscoll 683-8611 St. Vincent de Paul Jim Snyder 395-5677
Junior Ladies Of Charity Marian Snyder 681-2957 Ushers Harold Knittel 260-0911
Knights of Columbus Rectory 683-6445 WINGS (Women’s Bible Study) Kim Dobiesz 683-6445
Parish Registration Confessions and disabled of the parish may receive

St. Mary’s welcomes new parishioners at
anytime. Please call the Rectory or register
in person.

Baptism
Parishioners are asked to contact the
Rectory before the birth of a child and to
participate in a program of preparation for
the celebration of Baptism. Baptisms are
celebrated the second and fourth Sundays
of each month at 1:15 p.m. or during any
weekend Mass. A godparent should be

a practicing Catholic and must obtain a
Letter of Recommendation from his or
her own parish. Please call the Rectory for
details and registration.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
on Saturdays from 3:30 to 4 p.m. or by
appointment, by callling the Rectory.

Area Penance Services are offered during
Advent and Lent.

Marriages
Before a wedding date is scheduled,
arrangements must be made with the
pastor at least six months in advance.
Weddings may be scheduled anytime
after 3:00 p.m. on Fridays and before
1:30 p.m. on Saturdays. Throwing of rice,
birdseed, confetti, etc. is prohibited.

Ministry to the Sick
Mass with the Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick will be held the third Sundays
of May and November at 3:00 p.m. in

the Church. The sick, shut-ins, elderly

Communion at home, if they desire to
do so. Please contact the Rectory. Please
notify the Rectory when a parishioner is
admitted to a hospital or nursing home.

Bulletin Announcements

Bulletin Editor: Diane Zwirecki, APR

Email materials to diane@stmarysonthe
hill.org at least nine days before the date
of the bulletin in which they are to appear.
Please allow extra time during holidays.

Low Gluten Hosts

Hosts with .01% gluten content are
available at Masses. Please advise the
priest just prior to each Mass that you
will need this host, and receive from that
priest, who is aware of the condition.




