
Valley of Fire State Park was dedicated in 1935 making it the 

state’s oldest park.  Located in the Mojave Desert the park derives 

its name from the red sandstone rock formations. Along with a 

visitor’s center, Valley of Fire offers picnic areas, trails, camping, 

and numerous photo opportunities. Within the park, a visitor can 

see “rainbow vista,” “fire canyon,” “balancing rock,” and “white 

domes.” Open year round this geological masterpiece offers a 

fulfilling experience in the Southwest desert. 

The history of the “Anasazi,” The Ancient Ones, is recreated in the 

Lost City Museum. You will experience these ancient peoples’ 

story of prosperity and ponder their mysterious disappearance.  

You can view their ancient writings in Valley of Fire State Park and 

attempt to decipher the petroglyph drawings of the “Anasazi.” 

Zion, a Hebrew word meaning “a place of safety or refuge,” could 

better be described as a place of awe and splendor with sand-

stone cliffs and stunning scenery unparalleled anywhere on Earth. 

Explore the many canyons that nature has painted with perfection. 

The area is full of plant and animal life and is known to be the  

richest and most diverse in Utah. 

Tuacahn Center for the Arts—Originally meaning “Canyon of the 

Gods,” the Tuacahn is a spectacular outdoor amphitheater located 

just outside St. George, Utah, and home to Broadway style  

productions. The spectator will be thrilled by the red rock sand-

stone setting and entertained by the world-class productions.   

In Bryce Canyon you will find spires of colorful limestone, mud-

stone, and sandstone that have been carved by eons of erosion. 

This high-elevation, horseshoe shaped area offers spectacular 

views, walks, and hikes that lead through mazes and slot canyons.  
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Arts and parks
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Go to TravelNevada.com for lodging, maps, and travel guides
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The Tony Award-winning Utah Shakespeare Festival features 

eight world-class plays in three theatres each June through  

October. The enriching and entertaining experience also features 

educational programs and free Greenshows, seminars, and  

orientations.

Cathedral Gorge State Park: Here nature has carved out a 

fantasy land of intricate shapes, cathedrals and wedding cakes, 

fortresses and pillars, architectural creations and structures as yet 

undreamed of. Let your imagination wander to find hidden images 

waiting to be discovered in the formations nature has etched into 

this fascinating area.  

Pioche was without peer in Nevada when it came to political  

corruption. The Million Dollar Courthouse is a standing monument 

to cost overruns, mismanagement, skimming, and kickbacks.  

This little mining town nestled in the Pioche hills was notorious  

for its lawlessness in the early days. There were 402 homicides in 

Pioche between 1864 and 1881. Seventy-two men were buried 

in its cemetery before anyone died of natural causes. Plan to visit 

the court house and the jail that remains unchanged for over one 

hundred and thirty years.

Poised like a giant sentinel, Wheeler Peak stands watch over 

the magnificent Snake Range, home of the Great Basin National 

Park. Hidden deep within her bosom is Lehman Caves, a grotto  

of rare picturesque limestone formations. Some of the park’s  

Bristlecone Pines date over five thousand years. 

Ward Charcoal Ovens State Historic Site: Located 18 miles 

south of Ely, these 6 ovens were used in the late 1800s to  

generate charcoal for use in the smelters at the nearby town of 

Ward. The ovens are roughly 30 feet high and 27 feet in diameter. 

Cave Lake State Park: This Park offers outstanding opportunities  

for you and your family. It is a year-round park with 32 acres for 

boating, swimming, hiking, camping, and picnicking in warm 

weather. Winter activities include ice skating, ice fishing, cross 

country skiing, and snow sculpting. 

Pioche City
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Murals of Ely: The theme chosen by the mural project was  

“Where the World Met and Became One.” The struggles and  

determination portrayed in the local characters in this incredible 

outdoor art gallery are beyond description. World renowned artists 

have been commissioned to create this wonderful outdoor exhibit 

that claims 24 murals. These paintings are a tribute to our past  

and a legacy for our future generations.

Nevada Northern Railway: The best preserved short line railroad 

in North America is “The Ghost Train of Old Ely.” Operating diesel 

and steam train excursions will take you back to the early mining 

and ranching era of the Old West. The railroad yard, museum  

and gift shop is open throughout the year and will intrigue your 

curiosity and imagination. Take a moment to enjoy the whistle stop 

at the Renaissance Village, where you’ll see beautiful antiques in 

these restored ethnic homes. Each home depicts a different piece 

of Ely’s history. Arrange a robbery on the train or shoot-out in the 

village for an added touch.

Entering the Eureka Opera House will bring you back to the 

1880s where plays, masquerade balls, dances, operas, concerts, 

and other social events were held. Today the Opera House still  

offers historical elegance and remains Eureka’s social center.  

Offering plays, cultural events, and meeting accommodations,  

the Opera House is one of a kind Old West entertainment.

Hickeson Summit Petroglyphs: Located 20 miles east of Austin 

on Highway 50, this historical landmark boasts haunting images 

left by ancient Native Americans. With gorgeous views of Big 

Smokey Valley one can enjoy this self-guided walking tour and 

imagine life as it was surviving off of the land.

Fort Churchill was built in 1861 by the United States Army to  

protect the early settlers from Indian attacks. The Civil War also 

made this fort a supply depot for Nevada and a base for patrolling 

troops. Abandoned nine years later, Fort Churchill was eventually 

acquired as a state park. The buildings stand as a glimpse into the 

past of the Wild Wild West.  

Piper’s Opera House located in Virginia City, dates back to the 

1860s. Restored to its original opulence, this frontier Opera House 

still hosts a variety of entertainment.
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Part of Lake Tahoe State Park, Sand Harbor is home to the Lake 

Tahoe Shakespeare Festival. This annual event hosts first class 

memorable entertainment in what is said to be “The Most Scenic 

Venue in the World.”  

Centrally located Tonopah Mining Park is the site of one of the 

richest mining claims in the area. This 100 acre park preserves the 

history of one of the industries that dominated the state economy. 

The Amargosa Opera House is Marta Becket’s vision of artistic 

expression. A ballerina from New York, Ms. Becket found her calling 

in this sparse corner of the desert. 

Death Valley is a land full of extremes, hot, dry, and beautiful.  

This national park is well known for its geological, natural, and 

cultural bounties. Boasting Scotty’s Castle, sand dunes, badlands, 

and wildflowers, this natural wonder truly is a must see for anyone 

visiting the West.  
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