
FOLLOWING IN THE TRAIL OF THE ANCIENTS

The 116-mile Trail of the Ancients, America’s only National Scenic Byway dedicated solely to 
archaeology, is a byway full of archaeology and culture in the heart of the Colorado Plateau. 
With access to countless examples of Ancestral Puebloan culture, stunning scenic vistas, 
and some of the most austere land in the country, the Trail of the Ancients invites travelers to 
Step Back in Time and create their own adventures.

Stops along this National Scenic Byway include:

Mesa Verde National Park Ute Mountain Tribal Park
Hovenweep National Monument Cortez Cultural Center
Anasazi Heritage Center Lowry Pueblo
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center Canyons of the Ancients National Monument

The Trail of the Ancients National Scenic Byway is located in Southwestern Colorado.  The 
best access to the entire route is through the town of Cortez, CO.
  

Day One: Arrive Cortez, CO
Visit the Anasazi Heritage Center in Dolores (10 
miles/16 kilometers north on Highway 145 and 184.) 
Return to Cortez, enjoy a relaxing dinner, then take 
in the free Indian Dances, Cultural Programs, or 
outdoor drama offered at the Cortez Cultural Center 
(available in summer only.)  Be sure to allow enough 
time to visit their small museum.

Day Two: Mesa Verde National Park, CO (9 miles/
14.5 kilometers east of Cortez to entrance)
Visit the spectacular cliff dwellings and mesa-top 
villages in this world-renowned National Park.  Mesa 
Verde, a World Heritage Site, has been voted #1 
Historic Monument in the World. Ranger-guided, 
self-guided, and ½ day guided tours are available in 
the Park. Enjoy dinner in the Park at the famous 
Metate Room with views that will take your breath 
away.



Day Three: Ute Mountain Tribal Park, CO (20 
miles/32 kilometers south of Cortez, highway 
160/491)  
For a completely different experience, visit the “other 
side” of the Mesa for a tour of the Ute Tribal Park. 
Full day tours are highly recommended.  Tours of 
this primitive area are led by Ute Guides who share 
their knowledge of both Ancestral Puebloan and Ute 
cultures, sites, and rock art. Take your own lunch 
and plenty of water.

Day Four: Four Corners Monument (38 miles/61 
kilometers southwest of Cortez)  A truly unique 
landmark, the Four Corners Monument is the only 
place in the US where visitors may be in four states 
at one time.  Native vendors also sell crafts and 
traditional foods.  Return to Cortez and take a 
leisurely afternoon to enjoy their parks, golf course, 
trading posts, or a western adventure with a 
horseback ride and cowboy chow.  Or visit a winery 
or brew pub to experience the area’s local flavor.

Day Five: Hovenweep National Monument (40 
miles/64 kilometers west of Cortez Highway 160 
south to County Road G West)
Hovenweep, is famous for its square, oval, circular, 
and D-shaped towers.  Square Tower site is easily 
accessible, with a nice hiking trail and visitor center. 
Other more remote sites are possible for the more 
adventuresome.  To get a taste of more 
archaeology, take the back road home and visit 
Lowery Pueblo, the site of a Great Kiva.  Obtain 
directions at the Hovenweep Visitor Center.

Day Six: Crow Canyon Archaeological Center (4 
miles/6.5 kilometers north and west of Cortez on 
highway 419, and county roads L and 23)
As an optional day on either Wednesday or 
Thursday during the summer, consider a full day 
program at Crow Canyon, an archaeological 
research and education center.  The day program 
includes hands-on activities and a tour of a working 
archaeological site.  Enjoy your final evening along 
the Trail of the Ancients with one of our beautiful 
sunsets on the Mesa.

www.mesaverdecountry.com
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