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St. Thomas Annual
Meeting December 5,
2021

Church Service at 9:00 am

Annual Meeting at 10:15 am

Sr. Warden’s Report

Feels like I have been on vacation these last six weeks since Father
Copeland joined us at St Thomas.  I think we can all agree that it is
a blessing to be back to normal.

Our attendance has averaged twenty two at the 8:00 service and
forty four at 10:00. While this is not where we were before Covid,
we need to remember those we lost and those that relocated
elsewhere. Let’s all make a special effort to recruit new members
and welcome back some that have yet to return for one reason or
another.

An old mentor of mine told me years ago that a good leader would
surround himself with good people and leave them alone to
complete their work. A special thanks to the Vestry, Father
Copeland, Barbara Owens, Mickey and David our Treasurers, Kay
our past Sr Warden, and you the Parishioners for your loyalty and
support for St Thomas.

It’s that time of year again so keep an eye out for a letter from the
Vestry concerning stewardship.

Peace

Ric

Upcoming Birthdays

November
1 – Maurice Hampson, John Britt

2 – Johnie Williams
5 - Kate Satterfield

6 – Mary Ann Howard, Jerol Selby,
Lucy Horton

10 – Maggie Brienza
11 – Vicki Clement
14 – Susan Simpson

15 – Reid Betham, Becky Enzor
16 – Linda Davis
28 – Judi Miller
29 – Patti Phelps

December
7 – Bonnie Ahlberg
9 – Anne Wester

10 – Donald Cartwright
11 – Ivan McRoy

18 – Angie Satterfield
20 – Vance Long

22 – Mary Helen Ellis, Pat
Mansfield

27 – LaRue Chuman
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The Treasurer’s Corner
— by Mickey Cochran, Treasurer

The Vestry has in the last few days mailed a letter to each St
Thomas parishioner outlining the considerable success we
have attained to keep the fabric of the church functioning
through the many months of the current pandemic and the period of time when we have been without our
Rector.  They also pointed out that, during this time, the church has suffered from declining financial support
(ironically made less severe because of the decline in church activities and staffing vacancies).  We are now
geared to move ahead in the life of the church and will take its financial pulse in the coming weeks through our
annual stewardship emphasis.  Please prayerfully and deliberately consider the extent to which you will lend
your financial support to the 2022 missions and ministries of our church.

The receipt of monies pledged by the large majority of St Thomas parishioners continues to provide the lion’s
share of funds received for budgetary purposes.  Through October, and with one Sunday yet to go, a total of
$137,085.00 has been received from 2021 pledges, or 83.24% of the amounts pledged for the year.  On a pro
rata basis, this is the amount that was anticipated for the first ten months of the budget year.  However, other
sources of funds normally anticipated in the course of the budget year have lagged materially.  Total funds
received from all sources to date are $148,608.95.  In total, all funds received to date are 76.44% of funds
anticipated through the first ten months of the year, about seven percent below expectations.

Total funds used for operating expenses through the period were $127,275.94 or 82.98% of budget
expectations.

See additional information below.

YTD Actual
Results

2021 Budget
Amount

2021 Budget
Remaining

% of Annual
Budget Used

Beginning Cash
From Prior
Period

$0.00 $00.00 $0.00 $0.00

Current Year
Pledges

$137,085.00 $164,677.00 $27,592.00 83.24%

Non-Pledge
Receipts

$9,636.31 $20,000.00 $10,363.69 48.18%

Prior Year
Pledges (Pd. This
Year)

$0.00 XXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXX
X

XXXXXXXXXX

Misc. Receipts $862.59 $500.00 ($362.59) 172.52%
Plate Cash $1,006.00 $2,000.00 $994.00 50.30%
Checking
Account  Interest
Earned

$19.05 $35.00 $15.95 60.00%

Endowment $0.00 $7,200.00 $7,200.00 $0.00

TOTALS $146,608.95 $194,412.00 $45,803.05 76.44%
[X] = No Budget Estimate
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From the Rector
When I was seeking a new call, and I stumbled upon your parish profile, I told Andrew, “That’s the
place!”  What I perceived of you from your profile and afar is now a reality for me. In my letter of
introduction to your search committee, I wrote about my sincere assessment of St. Thomas’:

“Your parish’s physical presence stands as a testament to the Communion of Saints and an
abiding faith in the ascended, living Christ.  What a legacy of faith!  The fact that Episcopalians
have faithfully preserved the parish as a functioning church throughout the centuries is
commendable.  Your history is extraordinary, but I am equally inspired by your commitment to
be a church for today! It is very apparent that your worship life invigorates discipleship among
your people, inspiring them to perform works of mercy through outreach, mission, and mutual
affection for one another.  For these reasons, I am submitting my name for your consideration to
be your next Rector.”

Since I arrived in Bath, my initial impression of St. Thomas has been solidified several times over.
Every time I walk onto our campus I feel like the most fortunate priest in the Church! I pray that
we, together, will continue to perpetuate this legacy of faith well into the future.

Our parish church has a unique position in our community, as we are both a witness to Jesus Christ
and an iconic cultural center. We are a beautiful confluence of the past, present, temporal, and
spiritual. To preserve what we have, and to provide for those who come after us, it requires our
collective effort and sacrifice. I hope you’ll be prayerful about your financial pledge to St. Thomas
this year.  When I walk onto our campus, I see the names of leaders from your past, like Fathers
Noe and Garzia, but this beautiful monument to God is a work of the laity!  A church thrives
exclusively on our collective sacrifice of time and treasure.

As we approach Thanksgiving, I want to let you know how thankful I am for you! My heart is filled
with gratitude to have this privilege to be your Rector. I am also profoundly thankful to reside in
this beautiful place.  I wonder as I wander this city and region.  I cherish the scenes of blossoming
cotton fields, rivers, swamps, sunsets, and moon-soaked nights under a canopy of gleaming stars. I
am enchanted by the love of God know to us in creation. I am so pleased to call Bath my home.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Your Friend in Christ

Fr. Copeland
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT

As surely as leaves turn and kids return to their
classrooms, about this time each year St Thomas’s
people’s thoughts drift to the subject of stewardship.
Stewardship: that process through which the church
gears itself up to fill all the many jobs that make it
work. Some require time. Some require talent. All
require financial support in one form or another.  In recent days, St Thomas parishioners have
received a letter from the Vestry that highlights all that we have been able to accomplish as we
worked our way through the great pandemic of 2020, all the while looking for our newfound Rector.
The Vestry asked that we all consider how we can best “regain our footing” as we look forward to our
next budget year.  As your Treasurers, we perhaps are a little more keenly aware of the funds needed
to make St Thomas work and we heartily endorse the Vestry’s recent request that we look hard and
introspectively   at what we are willing to pledge to the 2022 success of our church .

During the upcoming couple of weeks, several of us will “highlight” certain missions and ministries
of St Thomas of which we are all proud.  Some will be in the form of articles in the weekly Fishnet.
Others will be briefly presented during the weekly worship services. The highlighted  areas are a
sampling of how our church makes a difference in the lives and wellbeing of our community.  Other
examples could have as easily been chosen.  All require a financial commitment to make them work.
We commend all to your hearing and reading as we prayerfully consider what part we will each play
in “ST THOMAS 2022.”

David Moretz Mickey Cochran
Treasurer Treasurer
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Bill Pruitt/St. Thomas Scholarship Fund

The Scholarship Fund continues to grow, thanks to contributions from generous parishioners. This
is an excellent way to honor or remember a loved one by helping BCCC students. These are
students who are experiencing financial need and benefit greatly from our scholarship.

Many of our newer St. Thomas members did not have the privilege of knowing Bill Pruitt, for
whom the scholarship fund was established by his wife Betty Pruitt after Bill’s death in 2015. Bill
and Betty were initially weekenders at Bayview, then moved to Bath full time in 1997.  They began
attending St. Thomas a couple of years later, partly due to the positive influence of Rector Gary
Fulton.  Bill later retired from his international sales and marketing career in 2008. He helped
start a Sunday School program for children and adults at a time when there were few children at St.
Thomas.  He taught the children’s Sunday School class as long as there were children to attend. Bill
also served as an usher, lector and coffee hour host.  He and Betty often entertained new St.
Thomas members in their home at Bayview as a way of including them in the social and spiritual
environment of the congregation. He was chairman of the stewardship committee one year and was
also on the vestry, eventually serving as senior warden during some challenging times. He also
chaired the Historic Bath Commission and was chairman of the finance committee for the
tricentennial celebration.

Bill was personable, a great writer and speaker, and a friend to many.  He eventually had to give up
all responsibilities when he was diagnosed with leukemia in 2012, and he died in 2015. A
substantial amount was donated to St. Thomas after his death and the scholarship fund was
established in his memory.

We usually award scholarships to two students with financial need at Beaufort County Community
College each year.  These awards are made in collaboration with BCCC staff who advise us on
programs, requirements and appropriate potential recipients. This relationship with the
community college has been a very rewarding and positive experience for scholarship committee
members and an important ministry for St. Thomas.

Scholarship Committee
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St. Francis Sunday

We enjoyed Blessing of the Animals following

the 10:00 service on Sunday, October 17.

We have not been able to have this service in

2 years, and we had a great turnout from

parishioners and pets!
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Church Reminders

Stewardship/Pledge Cards due November 21st.

Annual Reports are due in the church office by
November 22nd.
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St. Thomas Welcomes Our New Rector

Rev. Copeland Johnston joined us
on September 15 and led his first
service at St. Thomas on September
19.  The church was full as we heard
a wonderful sermon and celebrated
Holy Eucharist.  The service was
followed by a welcome reception for
Fr. Copeland and his husband
Andrew Pizzello.
On October 10 we enjoyed another
chance to get acquainted with our
new Rector with Dinner on the
Grounds (which we had to move to
the fellowship hall when rain
threatened). Everyone brought a
dish to go with Jimmy Latham’s
delicious grilled chicken and pork
loins and enjoyed music by Dave
Raducha.  The food and fellowship
were outstanding.
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Christmas Outreach Initiatives
After a hiatus in 2020 due to Covid-19, St. Thomas will resume bell
ringing at the Belhaven Food Lion for the Salvation Army this year.
Sign-up sheets will be posted on the refrigerator in the Noe Building on
November 14th.

And again this season, St. Thomas will have a Christmas Angels tree to
provide gifts for disabled adults who are wards of the Beaufort County
Department of Social Services. The tree with angels will be placed in
the Noe Building beginning November 21st.

Look for details on these events in the Fishnet.

St. Thomas Episcopal ChurchPO Box 257Bath, NC 27808Office: 252-923-9141stthomasbath@gmail.comwww.StThomasParishNC.orgRic MillerSenior Wardenricandjudi@gmail.comcell: (252)531-7447Barbara OwensParish Administrator2021 VestryRic Miller, Sr. WardenRobert Tankard,
Jr. WardenMickey Cochran,

Treasurer ClerkBarbara Craig, ClerkBetty EschenbauchJoe TomainiTom ChumanBecky EnzorDavid MoretzBuddy ConnerMinistry ChairsFritz Morrison, OutreachBetty Eschenbauch,
Altar GuildSusan Tankard& Kay Leager,

Flower GuildDick Haar,
Endowment FundBarbara Owens,
CommunicationsCommunication Ministry

This committee is responsible
for the Salty Saint, weekly
Fishnet and the website.Barbara OwensKay Leager

mailto:stthomasbath@gmail.com
www.StThomasParishNC.org
mailto:ricandjudi@gmail.com
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Martha’s Outreach


