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Sr. Warden’s Column
— by Ric Miller

As we enter year two of COVID 19 restrictions we can see a little light at
the end of the tunnel. I understand that many of you have received your
vaccinations or at least shot one. With the reported case numbers slowly
declining we are hopeful that the Bishop will soon release revised worship
guidelines as we are still operating under his October 16th directions. At
long last the Diocese has posted our Rector position on their website that
will remain open until the end of March. Let’s all pray for many applicants
and a successful search.

We are planning outdoor services on Palm Sunday with Rev. Katherine
Mitchell and Easter Sunday with Rev Bob Hudak.

A special thanks to Rev Katherine and our own Larry McAvory for leading
Morning Prayer Services via Zoom, and thanks to all of you who continue
to keep St Thomas active in both Outreach and Inreach during these
trying times.

March & April 2021 Services

March 7– Larry McAvoy (Zoom) – 11 am

March 21 – Larry McAvoy (Zoom) – 11 am

March 28 – Palm Sunday - The Rev. Deacon Katherine Mitchell
(outside) - 2 pm

April 4 – Easter Sunday – The Rev. Bob Hudak (outside) – 11 am

April 18 - TBD

Upcoming
Birthdays

March
3 – Kathryn Brake
4 – Jacob Latham,
Madison Tankard
6 – Lani LeFevre
8 – Pat Brown

14 – Matthew Satterfield
16 – Russ Thienpont,

Mickey Cochran,
Sharon Britt

28 – Laurel Paramore

April
2 – Alethia Anderson

4 – Jack Brake
8 – Dick Haar,
Frank McNair

10 – Paul Petersen
11 - Barbara Lawrence
14 – Robyn Farschon
16 – David Wheeler,

Larry Carter
20 – Ray Bergin

21 – Jan Cochran
22 –Marty Smith
25 – Bill Lenhardt

28 – Muffy Bowman
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The Treasurer’s Corner
by Mickey Cochran, Treasurer

Thus far in the new budget year 2021, St Thomas
stands in “fit” financial condition.  The church ended
the last financial year with budget windfall which has been set aside by the Vestry as a general reserve
for purposes unforeseen when annual budgets are prepared such as emergency repairs, deferred
maintenance, relocation of our next Rector, etc.  Furthermore, as has been the longstanding custom of
some parishioners, pledges totaling $29,265.00 have been prepaid, making these funds available
immediately for 2021 operating needs.  Notwithstanding these positive results, the church remains
unable to conduct full church activities, including traditional Sunday services, and with these
limitations comes reductions in revenues that would be otherwise expected.  Some portion of the 2021
budget will undoubtedly have to come from other church resources and each parishioner is asked to
prayerfully consider this reality as decisions are made on the level of financial support rendered.

Through Sunday, February 21st, the following results were recorded:

Pledge Receipts $67,196.00
Non Pledge Receipts $      770.00
Plate Cash $ -0-

Through the period, a total of $6,872.38 has been expended for normal operating expenses.  Please
review the table below for detailed information.

2021 Budget
Results

2021 Budget
Estimate

2021 Budget
Remaining

Actual % of
Budget

Realized
Beginning Cash
From Prior Year

-0- $32,000.00 $32,000.00 -0-

Pledges $67,196.00 $164,677.00 $97,481.00 40.80%
Non-Pledge

Receipts
$770.00 $20,000.00 $19,230.00 3.85%

Plate Cash -0- $2,000.00 $2,000.00` -0-
Endowment -0- $7,200.00 $7,200.00 -0-
Prior Year

Pledges Paid
2021

-0- *XXXXXXXXXX *XXXXXXXXXX -0-

Misc. Income -0- $500.00 $500.00 -0-
Checking/Savings
Account Interest

-0- $35.00 $35.00 -0-

TOTALS $67,967.50 $226,412.00 $158,444.50 30.02%
*No Budget Estimate
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St. Thomas Endowment Fund Update

Every year, the trustees of the St. Thomas Endowment Fund meet to determine what the fund
should distribute to the church, based on the fund’s performance during the previous year.  The
trustees are charged with finding a balance between supporting the long-term growth of the
endowment fund to provide for future needs and sharing the growth in the fund to fund more
immediate needs.  This year, the trustees determined that $12,000 of the investment income from
last year should be distributed to the church. The remainder of the income from lasts year will be
added to the principal of the endowment fund, allowing the fund to continue to grow.

Last year, a fund to support literacy in our community was established within the endowment fund.
$209 of this year’s $12,000 distribution will be directed to the literacy fund.

The Trustees encourage members and friends to make gifts of any size to the Endowment Fund.
Anyone wishing to make a gift or legacy may contact the church for information on how the
endowment fund might be used to carry out their wishes. The trustees welcome any questions or
comments.  Current trustees of the endowment fund are Dick Haar, Mickey Cochran, Bob Sutter,
and Betty Eschenbauch.

Another way to contribute to the endowment fund is through Amazon Smile.  If you designate St.
Thomas’ endowment fund as your Amazon Smile charity, when you shop at
https://smile.amazon.com , Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to the endowment fund
- no fees, no extra cost. To sign up, go to https://smile.amazon.com and select “St Thomas
Episcopal Church Endowment Fund Trust” as your charity.

Red Cross Blood Drive – April 21st

The Red Cross will be using the Noe Building for a Blood Drive on Wednesday,
April 21st from noon until 6:00 pm. Unlike the Blood Drives we have hosted in
the past, St. Thomas will not be required to furnish any volunteers, supplies,
snacks, etc.  All they will need is the space and a few chairs and tables.

Because of Covid guidelines, they will only have a staff of approximately five
employees, limit the beds to three or four max and all Donors will be by appointment only with
all waiting outside in order to limit the total number of people to meet social distancing
requirements.  The Noe Building will be cleaned after the blood drive.

Additional information will be provided in the weekly Fishnet.
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A THANK YOU

When Diane left St. Thomas in the
fall of 2019, the church was left
somewhat rudderless, needing
guidance and skill to learn from our
experiences and build for the future.
Fortunately we had a person in our
Senior Warden, Kay Leager, who was
willing to help the church move
forward in the most positive ways.

Kay served for a year as a leader who kept everyone calm as we
navigated through our losses, differences in opinions and more losses
from the Coronavirus all while addressing, with Barbara Owens, the
administrative business required in running a church. With the certain
support of the Junior Warden, Jack Piland, the rest of the Vestry and
the Treasurer, Mickey Cochran, she repeatedly went above and beyond
her role to assure STEC was having services as much as possible, first
through supply priests, then through outdoor services complying with
Covid safety standards and online services. She motivated us all to give
what was within our talents and time to give in order to have STEC
remain a positive force in its parishioners’ and community’s life. To say
we were lucky to have her in a leadership role is stating it mildly. Many
others join me in thanking Kay, for her hours of tireless service, her
clear sighted leadership and calm determination to give our church the
best possible platform for St. Thomas Episcopal Church, with its
capable new Vestry, to move forward.

Ginger Morrison

St. Thomas Episcopal ChurchPO Box 257Bath, NC 27808Office: 252-923-9141stthomasbath@gmail.comwww.StThomasParishNC.orgRic MillerSenior Wardenricandjudi@gmail.comcell: (252)531-7447Barbara OwensParish Administrator2021 VestryRic Miller, Sr. WardenRobert Tankard,
Jr. WardenMickey Cochran,

Treasurer ClerkBetty EschenbauchJoe TomainiTom ChumanBarbara CraigBecky EnzorDavid MoretzBuddy ConnerMinistry ChairsFritz Morrison, OutreachBetty Eschenbauch,
Altar GuildSusan Tankard& Kay Leager,

Flower GuildDick Haar,
Endowment FundBarbara Owens,
CommunicationsCommunication Ministry

This committee is responsible
for the Salty Saint, weekly
Fishnet and the website.Barbara OwensKayLeagerJoe Tomaini

mailto:stthomasbath@gmail.com
www.StThomasParishNC.org
mailto:ricandjudi@gmail.com
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A Blast from the Past
—by Patti Phelps

The blast from the past for the past year has told you about
St Thomas’ great history during the 17th century. I shared
with you some of the early leaders of our parish and their
extraordinarily difficult lives and dedication to their beliefs.

Now we will begin the 18th century and it is a sad century indeed, especially from our history’s
standpoint. Why? Because we have so little information about those 100 years. After Rev
Blount’s death in 1816 we had a clergyman, John Phillips, from 1818 to 1821, 3 short years
before he returned to his native land of Virginia.

The earliest reference to St Thomas in the journals of the diocese occurred in 1823 when Rev
Ravenscroft was elected bishop. The priest from New Bern had occasionally visited Beaufort
County and had in fact baptized 15 people in 1822. He cried out for a missionary for Beaufort,
Pitt and Lenoir counties. Instead of providing clergy, James Marsh, owner of the Palmer-Marsh
house, was authorized by the diocese to act as a lay leader. In 1824, the Bishop visited St
Thomas and reported that it was in “tolerable repair and he baptized 18 people and confirmed
25”. Not too shabby a response especially when one looks at our numbers today.

In 1824, Marsh moved to Washington and left St Thomas without a lay leader. Soon after that
St Peters had a priest, Joseph Pierson, who ministered to St Thomas and Zion as well. Sadly, he
died the following year. This continued to be the involvement of ministry.

St Thomas was sometimes fortunate enough to have a priest shared with St Peters, sometimes a
missionary and often without anyone. The antebellum period up until the civil war was difficult
for St Thomas. The membership fluctuated from 20-30, sometimes dipping below 20. Although
it was a small congregation it was determined and never succumbed to dissolution.

In the next Salty Saint, I’ll take you from 1850 to 1900. If you have any family lore, or history
that pertains to the 19th century please share it.
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Great Decisions Discussion Group
—by Patti Phelps

The Great Decisions discussion group is meeting regularly on the first and third Thursdays of
each month at the Noe Building. We meet at 10 am and ask participants to wear masks. We’ve
had 6-7 people come and have had some very interesting discussions.

So far we’ve covered The Global Supply Chain and the Persian Gulf Security Issues. This
program includes a DVD and information to learn about the issues and as a basis for voting on
our suggestions for foreign policy.

Please join us for
March 4 : Brexit
March 18: Melting Arctic
April 1: Chinas Role in Africa
April 15: The Korean Peninsula
May 6: Global Pandemic
May20: the End of Globalization

Tuesday Book Discussion
—by Patti Phelps

The book that we are reading and discussing is Sue Monk Kidd’s When the
Heart Waits and it has proved to be a hit with the book club. The book club
was started by Diane Tomlinson and she would be pleased to know that
we’ve carried on the tradition. By the time you get this Salty Saint we’ll be
almost finished with this book. We’ll probably finish it around March 17.
Then we'll decide whether to continue the book club through the summer
or stop at Easter. So watch your Fishnet to find out what we decide.
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Notes from the Diocesan Convention
February 13th

The Convention began with a recognition by Bishop Skirving that this year’s
convention was unlike any other in the history of the Diocese, due to the Covid 19
pandemic.  This year’s convention was held virtually by zoom.

St. Thomas was represented by Ginger Morrison, Tom Chuman, and Larry McAvoy.

Attending the convention were 55 clergy, 146 laity, and 4 students.  A quorum was established.

A report on the Bishop’s Journey through Eastern North Carolina covered 10 weeks, 33 counties,
and raised $260,000.

Officers were approved.

A report from Trinity Center informed the delegates that the staff of Trinity Center has been
drastically reduced due to decreased usage because of the pandemic.  There are currently two Co-
Directors, Mary Beth Bradbury and Stephanie Rudolph, maintaining the facility.  The Board of
Directors of the Trinity Center has voted to sell approximately 4 acres of the Maritime Forrest at
Trinity Center to raise money to offset losses.

Three appointments by the Bishop were announced:  Janet Rodman was appointed Archdeacon,
Mollie Roberts was appointed Canon, and Tess Judges was appointed Treasurer.

The Bishop reported that the Diocese received a Payroll Protection Loan from the federal
government and the loan has been forgiven.

The Proposed 2021 Budget totaling $703,114 for Diocesean Life was discussed and represents a 9%
increase and a 1.3% Cost of Living Increase was included. Foundation Revenue represents 4.5%
support of the budget. The proposed budget was approved by the delegates.

A video on the University of the South at Sawannee was presented which acknowledged the
University’s history with slavery and a rejection of its history with the Confederacy.  The University
is seeking to establish a new direction going forward.  The video is available on the University’s
website and will also be available on the Diocese’s website in the near future.

A resolution recognizing and honoring the contributions of Raymond L. Tait was approved.

The Bishop’s address to the convention covered:

The impact of Covid-19 on the Diocese’s activities and worship,

The impact of racial diversity and reckoning in the Diocese,

The impact of the division of the political parties on the Diocese,

That these factors have created a great cognitive dissonance within the Diocese, and the need
for paradigm shifts.

The Convention closed with a celebration of Morning Prayer led by Bishop Skirving.

Links to the Bishop’s Address, the videos presented, and the approved budget can be found on the
Diocese’s Website at https://www.diocese-eastcarolina.org/

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org/

