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Tuesday Book Discussion
New Book Beginning

February 2nd.
— by Patti Phelps

The book discussion group started by Diane
continues to read and discuss books on a
weekly basis. The group is almost finished
with The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr.

Each week the group has leaned into new levels of understanding of what
it means to be a Christian. This book will finish by the end of January.

Beginning Tuesday, February 2, in the Noe Building at 2pm the group
will start a new book, When the Heart Waits by Sue Monk Kidd.

Here’s the review from Amazon.
Blending her own experience with an intimate grasp of spirituality, Sue
Monk Kidd relates the passionate and moving tale of her spiritual crisis,
when life seemed to have lost meaning and her longing for a hasty escape
from the pain yielded to a discipline of “active waiting.” Full of wisdom,
poise, and grace, Kidd’s words will encourage us along our spiritual
journey, toward becoming who we truly are.

If you want to join the group, please notify the church or Patti Phelps so
that we can limit the number of people to 10.

Upcoming
Birthdays

January
2 – Mack Simpson

4 – Jack Piland
6 – Doug LeFevre
10 – Jane Capps

14 – Carter Deaton
18 – Ann Flanagan

22 – Robert Tankard
23 – Lou Mallard
25 – Bill Axness

31 – Josie Hookway

February
2 – Ruth Petersen,
Carolyn Hampson
3 – Barry Wester
7 – Linda Betham

10 – Carolyn Wetmore
11 – Garland Radford

13 – Joan Long,
Terri Bergevin

14 – Jane Lenhardt
19 – Theresa Lowry

24 – Sue Brown
29 – Laura McNair
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The Treasurer’s Corner
— by Mickey Cochran, Treasurer

St Thomas will end its 2020 business year in “alright”
financial condition.  Such would not have the case had
we been operating at full staff and paying a Rector and Choirmaster for the entirety of the business year.
While those parishioners who made and honored their financial pledges for the year were substantially
responsible for the financial success of the church year, what was missing were the other usual sources
which collectively make up about fifteen percent of normal budget receipts. The church will finish its
business year having received $175,314.20 from its normal sources (pledges, non-pledge contributions,
plate cash, etc.)  It did however receive a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of $11,227.00, under
the CARES Act, that will be forgiven when the Federal government develops and releases final
procedures for forgiveness applications. These funds were used to pay employee salaries and utilities for a
period of time earlier in the year.  The original budget also called for the bringing forward of funds from
the preceding year to balance the 2020 budget and these funds ultimately were not needed.  Through the
second Sunday of December, the following results were recorded:

Pledge Receipts $161,679.00 or 91.93%
Non-Pledge Receipts $12,950.00 or 49.81%
Plate Cash $685.20 or 17.13%

Through the period, a total of $106,307.98 has been expended for normal operating expenses.  The
church will end the year with a financial windfall. Please review the table below for detailed information.
—

2020 Budget
Results

2020 Budget
Estimate

2020 Budget
Remaining

Actual % of
Budget Realized

Beginning Cash
From Prior Year

$12,810.00 $12,810.00 -0- 100.00%

CARES Proceeds $11,227.00 $11,227.00 -0- 100.00%
Pledges $161,679.00 $175,875.00 $14,196.00 91.93%

Non-Pledge
Receipts

$12,950.00 $26,000.00 $12,950.00 49.81%

Plate Cash $685.20 $4,000.00 $3,314.80 17.13%
Endowment -0- $7,200.00 $7,200.00 -0-

Prior Year Pledge
Paid 2020

$525.00 XXXXXXXXXX ($525.00) XXXXXXXXXX

Misc. Income $330.23 $500.00 $169.77 66.05%
Checking/Savings
Account Interest

$21.16 $50.00 $22.84 54.32%

TOTALS $200,233.59 $237,662.00 $37,428.41 84.25%
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Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Meeting was convened on December 6 via Zoom, with 48 people in attendance either in
person or signed in on line.

Outgoing Vestry Members are Kay Leager, Ginger Morrison and Jack Piland. Hutch Stewart resigned
earlier in the year for health reasons, leaving 4 positions to be filled.  David Moretz, Buddy Conner, Ric
Miller and Becky Enzor were the four new Vestry members proposed by the Nominating Committee
(outgoing Vestry members) and there were no new nominations from the floor. The proposed members
were affirmed by acclaimation.

Larry McAvoy, Patti Phelps and Tom Chuman were selected as delegates for the 2021 Diocesan
Convention, to be held via Zoom on February 13.

Mickey Cochran presented a budget report for the year 2020.  The COVID pandemic has curtailed
church activities, along with the normal receipt of financial support. The church has been without a
Rector for the entire year and without a Choirmaster for a portion of the year, thereby reducing
expenses.

Throughout November, the church has received $180,882.00 in receipts from all sources, However,
$24,027.00 of the receipts were from nonrecurring sources ($11,227.00 from the Paycheck Protection
Program of the federal CARES Act and $12,800.00 that was brought forward from the previous year.)
Income from recurring sources was therefore $156,010,00 which is not sufficient to financially sustain
the church on a long term basis when we are fully staffed. However, since the church is not paying a
Rector or Choirmaster there will be a budget windfall, amount not yet determined. It will be used as
determined by the Vestry.

An explanation of the Paycheck Protection Program: The Federal Government enacted the CARES Act
in the early part of the year as a means of helping the economy through the unprecedented COVID
pandemic. Its provisions included assistance to religious, charitable and non-profit organizations and was
designed to help pay for salaries and utilities for a period of time. St. Thomas is a small business within
the meaning of the CARES Act and received a “forgivable” loan of $11,227.00 to help with the salaries of
the Choirmaster and Parish Administrator. The loan is to be forgiven upon application and proof that its
funds were, in fact, used for the stated purposes. The application process is now in progress.
Mickey emphasized the importance of pledging, as pledges normally supply 80-85% of the funds needed
for the annual budget. The stewardship program is now underway. In the budget year 2018, 69 pledges
were made; in 2019 a total of 68 pledges were made, and 58 pledges were made in 2020.
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Centering Prayer
—by Patti Phelps

As we begin a new year we are all looking forward to change and in some ways we’re looking
forward to going back to what was. I hope that during 2020 you also found a new, valuable part of
yourself and your relationship with God. I know I’ve grown in my spiritual path during this year
and have to acknowledge that much of what I’ve shared with you came from Thomas Keating,
Richard Rohr and Cynthia Bergeaiult, three of the great spiritual leaders on the 20th and
21st centuries. I have had the great blessing of being able to gather weekly at St Thomas with
others who are also exploring contemplation. Our mutual sharing has led to growth in all of us.
Now for more from the teachers:

Only the Divine matters,
And because the Divine matters,

Everything matters.
—Thomas Keating, “What Matters”

The simplicity of the final poem in The Secret Embrace speaks eloquently of what I (Richard) know more
deeply to be true with every passing year. It’s the incarnational message at the heart of the Gospel: everything
belongs! It is a Christ-soaked universe. Cynthia Bourgeault shares her understanding of Thomas Keating’s final
legacy to us.

In October 2018, two weeks before he died, Thomas Keating emerged briefly from four days in
what appeared to be a coma to deliver an extraordinary final message beamed straight to the heart
of the world. [1] Acknowledging that “an extraordinary moment of civilization seems to be
overtaking us,” he urged the human family to scrap old approaches based on religious or political
dogma and “begin a new world with one that actually exists,” a world whose truth is guided by
“silence and science” and whose heart is revealed in a universal resurgence of human compassion
and creativity. “We need to find ways to make these really happen,” he said. “I leave this hope in
your hands and hearts coming as a real inspiration from the heart of God.” Two momentous years
later, his words seem more prophetic than ever.
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Centering Prayer cont’d

Of the many insights Thomas Keating has given us in his poems, two gifts stand out in particular.
The first is that he has completely reframed the traditional Christian notion of God, offering us a
powerful new roadmap with which to make spiritual sense of our contemporary world. In this
short poem of eleven laser-like words, Thomas smashes through centuries of theological barricades
separating God from the world and contemplation from action, offering instead a flowing vision of
oneness within a profoundly interwoven and responsive relational field.

To have this universal wisdom affirmed so forcefully by one of Christianity’s most revered elders
creates a powerful new incentive for a compassionate re-engagement with our times. Practically
speaking, the map affirms that our actions, our choices, our connections bear more weight than we dare to
believe. We are neither isolated nor helpless but immersed in a great web of belonging in which
divine intelligence and compassion are always at our disposal if our courage does not fail us.

The second gift awaiting us in his poems is their powerful reaffirmation that the access route to all
new beginning comes by leaning into the diminishment, stripping, and emptiness. Not by trying to
distract ourselves, anesthetize ourselves, or use our spiritual tool kit to re-establish the status quo.
New beginning is intrinsically disorienting and anguishing; it builds on the wreckage of what has
been outgrown but not yet relinquished. As the veils are lifted and our familiar reference points
dissolve, it is only on the timeless path of surrender (a.k.a. “letting go,” “consenting to the
presence and action of God”) that we find our way through the darkness and into the new
beginning. Godspeed and know that we travel the path together!
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Blast from the Past
—by Patti Phelps

In the last Salty Saint I brought you up to the beginning of the Revolutionary War and the ministry
of Rev Nathaniel Blount. He was ordained in 1773 in England because no American bishops had
been consecrated so that they could serve the United States. Finally in 1787 Bishop Samuel Seabury
was consecrated in Scotland and the line of apostolic succession could continue here.Rev Charles
Pettigrew of Edenton and Rev Blount tried in 1790 and 1794 to establish a diocese in NC but with
only 6-8 Episcopal priests all of whom were farming and maintaining their lives, the efforts failed
miserably. The diocese of NC wasn’t established until 1817.

As for the St Thomas building and properties of the Anglican/Episcopal church an ordinance in NC
had been passed in 1776 which protected all properties established before the revolution. We
don’t know how many services Rev Blount held at St Thomas but it is believed he was fairly
regular especially considering how large an area he covered (both Beaufort and Pitt County).There
is no indication that St Thomas was abandoned at any time or allowed to fall into serious
dilapidation.

Rev Blount, like Rev Stewart before him, suffered from serious health problems especially
rheumatism. Both of these fine men served their congregations in spite of their disability. Rev
Blount died in Pitt County in September 1816. His place of burial is not known but there is a
strong and appealing tradition that he was burned downstream in a condo and interred near his
ancestors in Chocowinity.
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Senior Warden’s Column
— by Kay Leager

In preparation for writing my final Senior Warden column, I looked at last year’s January/February
Salty Saint. What a difference a year makes! In last year’s first edition of the Salty Saint I described the
meeting with the Transitional Officer from the Diocese of East Carolina and our next steps in searching
for an interim rector. We later learned that interim clergy are very few and far between and, in the
meantime COVID-19 hit, essentially calling any search to a screeching halt.

We now have an active Search Committee. Thanks to chairman Gib Ash and his outstanding team, we
will soon be ready to make a position announcement for a new Rector. One thing that must be in place
before we make the announcement is our updated website, which has been in progress for a couple of
months, with a new web developer and hosting site. Our new site will be more current and vibrant,
hopefully easier to maintain and update with events and photos and will be a more accurate reflection of
our parish. We do know that a good website is vital to a Rector search since any prospective clergy will
go there first, so it’s important to get it right. It will include information about our search. Thanks again
to all parishioners who responded to the Search Committee’s survey, which included questions about
the most important characteristics of a Rector at St. Thomas. Your responses have been vital in crafting
the language for the Diocese to use when announcing our position.

Thanks to everyone who has stepped up to help with the many other components that make up our
parish--communications; outreach and inreach; conducting and participating in services; keeping the
church and grounds healthy and attractive; stewardship; maintaining educational programs and spiritual
enrichment opportunities--all have continued even during a pandemic, suspension of regular services
and without a Rector. Special thanks to the Vestry, Treasurer Mickey Cochran, Parish Administrator
Barbara Owens and Rev. Jim Horton for his faithful offering of weekly sermons. All of these people are
so generous with their time and talents.

We look forward to 2021 with all its challenges and promises of better times. Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry sums it up pretty well: “Love God. Love your neighbors. And while you’re at it, love yourself.”

Happy New Year.
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Outreach News
In spite of the impact of Covid-19, especially in the area of in-person volunteer
activities, the caring and generous spirit of our congregation resulted in another
year of increased Community Outreach at St. Thomas. Financial support of
parishioners enabled the Vestry to increase our financial grants budget to $13,000.
As the pandemic unfolded in early 2020, grants totaling $10,000 were made to
local organizations meeting basic human needs. In April a special appeal was made
via the Fishnet seeking additional support for these same organizations. This
initiative raised an additional $3,540 that was distributed in May. In lieu of the
traditional fall collection of school supplies for Bath and Northeast elementary
schools, $1,000 was granted between the two schools for the staff and teachers to
purchase needed supplies. Finally, in November the remaining grant funds
($2,000) were distributed across the organizations which had received funds earlier
in the year. In total the St. Thomas congregation provided $16,540 in financial
support to local organizations including: Eagle’s Wings Food Pantry, Martha’s
Thrift Store and Food Pantry, Zion Kitchen and Shelter, Pet Food Pantry, the
Salvation Army and Open Door Community Center.

Although the pandemic limited in-person volunteer activities, St. Thomas members
continue to serve as volunteers, many as Board members and leaders, in a variety of
organizations meeting critical needs in Beaufort County. These include Martha’s
Thrift Store and Food Pantry, The Bath Library, the Salvation Army, Zion Kitchen
& Shelter, Literacy Volunteers of Beaufort County, Eagle’s Wings, reading
programs at Bath and Northeast Elementary Schools and Guardian Ad Litem.

Certainly the Backpack Pals Program and the Pruitt Scholarship Program at
Beaufort County Community College are key outreach initiatives at St. Thomas.
Each of these have separate sections in this annual report.

Our sustaining support also includes monthly collection of food and other
necessities for Pet Food Pantry, the Salvation Army, Martha’s Thrift Store and
Food Pantry, and the Backpack Pals Program. And for the fourth year, St. Thomas
has conducted a “Christmas Angels” event providing gifts for disabled adults who
are wards of the Beaufort County Department of Social Services.

All of the above is in addition to direct financial contributions many parishioners
make to local, regional and national organizations meeting important needs. St.
Thomas parishioners continue to make an important difference in our community.

Submitted by
Fritz Morrison

St. Thomas Episcopal ChurchPO Box 257Bath, NC 27808Office: 252-923-9141stthomasbath@gmail.comwww.StThomasParishNC.orgKay LeagerSenior Wardenkayleager@gmail.comcell: (919)227-6354Barbara OwensParish Administrator2021 Vestry, Sr. Warden, Jr. WardenMickey Cochran,
Treasurer ClerkBetty EschenbauchJoe TomainiTom ChumanBarbara CraigRobert TankardBecky EnzorDavid MoretzBuddy ConnerRic MillerMinistry ChairsFritz Morrison, OutreachBetty Eschenbauch,

Altar GuildSusan Tankard& Kay Leager,
Flower GuildDick Haar,

Endowment FundBarbara Owens,
CommunicationsCommunication Ministry

This committee is responsible
for the Salty Saint, weekly
Fishnet and the website.Barbara OwensKayLeagerJoe Tomaini

mailto:stthomasbath@gmail.com
www.StThomasParishNC.org
mailto:kayleager@gmail.com


JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 PAGE 10

Great Decisions
Polk Culpepper will lead a GreatDecisions program at
St Thomas beginning January 21 at 10 am. It will meet 2
times per month on the first and third Thursdays at 10.
Registration is limited to 10 until we get through COVID.
There is no charge, but you must buy the book which is
available on line at Great Decisions and costs $32.

The format will be that we will watch a DVD about each
issue, and then discuss it.

Great Decisions is America's largest discussion program on
world affairs. The program model involves reading the
Great Decisions Briefing Book, watching the DVD and
meeting in a Discussion Group to discuss the most critical
global issues facing America today. Topics that will be
discussed this year are:

o Global Supply Chains and National Security
o Persian Gulf Security Issues
o Brexit and the European Union
o Struggles Over the Melting Arctic
o China’s Role in Africa
o The Korean Peninsula
o Roles of International Organizations in a

Global Pandemic
o The end of globalization?
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2021 Stewardship Campaign

2020 has presented all of us with many challenges and opportunities. This year’s Stewardship
Committee took advantage of both, with Roberta Kincheloe and Gail Keneflick joining us as members
of the committee to launch a “first” virtual stewardship campaign. A slide show and video presentation
along with a hard copy letter to parishioners highlighted the effort. STEC had quite a few new practices
this year to keep us in touch with one another in an effort to have the doors of the church open at all
times; outdoor services, zoom meetings, and a internet annual meeting were among the challenges
along with the campaign.

The congregation realized the importance of supporting the church during this time of challenges and
seized the opportunity to make their pledges. Those 2021 pledges produced the following results:

Number of pledges 59

Amount pledged $168,077.00

This year’s campaign was a hard sell for church members due to the pandemic, lack of a Rector and
Choir Master and no regular church services We all hope and pray we will return to normal at some
time in the near future. There is still time for you to make your pledge, increase the pledge you made or
pledge for the first time. Simply call the office or send your pledge card to the church.

On behalf of the committee, we thank you for your continuing support of St. Thomas.

Tom Chuman
Mack Simpson
C0-Chairs, 2021 Stewardship Committee
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Thank You From Pruitt Scholarship
Recipients

Thank you so much for electing me for this scholarship.
This will benefit my family greatly.

This money will not go to waste

Carter Boyd
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Worship Services at St. Thomas in 2020
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