
TOWN OF CAPE CARTERET, NC
SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY
September 28, 2021



2

Under 18, 0.5% 18-24, 1.4%

25-34, 8.1%

35-44, 16.2%

45-54, 21.6%
55-64, 22.5%

65+, 29.7%

AGE OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS

The Town of  Cape Carteret distributed a survey between May 2021 and September 2021 to solicit initial 
public input for the Coastal Area Management Act Plan update. There were a total of  223 responses, 
representing 9.3% of  Cape Carteret’s 2,403 residents. The following pages summarize the 12 question 
resident survey regarding demographics, conditions, and thoughts on different topics.

Relationship to the Town
Of the total survey respondents, 77% reside 
within the Town Limits, 45% tend to visit or 
shop within Cape Carteret, 38% own property 
within the Town, and the remainder are part 
time residents or simply work within the Town.

Why Cape Carteret?
Out of  full time residents in the Town’s reason 
for living in Cape Carteret, the majority (30%) 
indicated that they retired here and 28% 
stated that they moved for employment within 
the Town or its environs. Only 5% identified 
themselves as either born and raised here and 
the remaining 37% lived in the Town for reasons 
that were not mentioned.

Age
The largest majority (29.7%) of  respondents 
fell into the 65 and older range. The second 
largest percentage were 55-64 year olds 
with 22.5%. The remaining respondents 
were divided between 45-54 years old 
with 21.6%, 16.2% 35-44 years old, 8.1% 
being in the 25-34 year old bracket and 
the remaining 1.9% at 25 and under.  

Of  those who answered the survey almost 
60% of  the residents did not live in a home 
with children, while the other 40% did.

SURVEY RESULTS

Figure 2: Age of Survey Respondents

Figure 1: Live, Work, Visit, Shop

Residents were asked how long they have lived in Town. 32% have only been a resident for less than 5 
years. 23% have lived in the Town for 5 to 10 years, 25.9% have lived between 10 to 20 years, and 18.9% 
have lived in the Town for over 20 years.
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CAPE CARTERET, NC
Satisfaction
The next set of  questions asked the satisfaction level of  the respondents with the Town.This included 
what the respondents thought were the best aspects, as well as what could be improved upon. 
Close proximity to the water was the top response and the general quality of  life and “small town 
character” were the next two highest ranking. (Figure 3)

Key words and phrases about 
items that residents felt should 
be  improved within the Town 
are displayed in the word cloud 
to the left. There were a total of  
172 results for this question out 
of  223 total responses. The topics 
are sized and colored according to 
how many times the answer was 
repeated. 

Some of  the top responses 
include, Less Traffic, Better Drainage, More Trees/

Parks, More/Better Local Businesses, Less 
Commercialization and the Aesthetics of  the 
Town.  (Figure 4)

Environmental Concerns
The survey also asked what the residents felt 

were the environmental conditions that primarily 
affected their property or life in general while 

living in Cape Carteret. Of  the 161 responses, 50% 
stated that the increased intensity of  storms adversely 

impacted their lives and/or property.   The other top 
responses included general flooding, septic issues, and 

erosion of  the land.
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Figure 3: Best Aspect of Cape Carteret

Figure 4: What should be different with the Town
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Quality of Life
The next set of  questions covered life in the Town, ranging in scope from the character to the type of  
development that should be pursued over the next 20 years.

A majority responded that improvements to infrastructure, amenities, keeping a small town atmospher,e 
and more useful businesses were important for the future. The word cloud  below depicts the way the that 
respondents indicated their interest on a variety of  topics. 

Figure 5: Opinion of 20 year plans

Figure 6: Character of Development

It was also asked what the character 
of  the incoming developments should 
be. 35.5% stated that they would like 
something other than the listed areas. 

27.6% of  respondents showed interest 
in development of  a mixed-use 
character not fronting the highways.

There were very few responses 
suggesting that the character of  
development should add two or three 
story buildings for density.
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CAPE CARTERET, NC
Priorities and Comments
The final survey question was open-ended and asked what the respondents wanted to share with the 
planning team regarding the update to the CAMA Plan. As you can see below, there were many responses. 
The topics mentioned ranged from infrastructure, commercial development, stormwater management, 
population growth, and parks and recreation. The graphic below brings together those various comments. 
These will inform the planning process and help create the vision, goals, objectives, and strategies.


