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The States Role in Your Timber 

Harvest

 RI DEM Division of Forest Environment 

requires that an Intent to Cut or Saw (ITC) is 

filed for any timber harvest exceeding a 

volume of 25 cords, 5 MBF, or 5 acres in size.

 The ITC application is filed by the woods 

operator/logger. Both the logger and 

landowner must sign the ITC and submit with 

a check for $25.  



Intent To Cut (ITC)

 Filing an ITC eliminates the need for a wetlands 
permit for the harvesting operation as long as state 
recommended Best Management Practices (BMP’s) 
are implemented during the operation. 

 Once the ITC has been filed, the states service 
forester will meet with the logger or forester to 
inspect the area to be harvested.

 The service forester will be looking for areas of 
concern such as wetlands, stream crossings, access 
into the harvest area, this inspection will help mitigate 
any foreseeable harvesting violations.  





BMP’s

 Detrimental impacts to forest ecosystems can 

be averted when harvest preparation is carried 

out with Best Management Practices (BMP’s) 

in mind. 



Wetland BMP’s

 By definition in the BMP pocket guide, 

freshwater wetlands are defined by he 

following:

 Any bog, marsh, swamp, area subject to 

flooding (flood plain), or flowing body of 

water.



 Wetlands are also defined by the type of 

vegetation. 

 Emergent and submergent  plant communities 

 Special aquatic sites 

 Forested wetlands (red maple swamp, 

blueberry/shrub covered wetlands)



Riverbank Wetlands

 Defined as that area of land within 200’ of a 

flowing body of water having a width of 10’or 

more. 

 100’ for a flowing body less than 10’. 

 These riverbank wetlands are also referred to 

as buffer zones.



Harvesting Within Buffers

•50’ of a wetland

•100’ of stream less than 

10’ in width

•200’ of stream greater 

than 10’ in width

Note: Harvesting is permitted 

within these buffer zones granted 

stocking remains above 60%



60% Residual

The stocking level of a stand is 

determined two measureable 

variables.

•Trees per acre (TPA)

•Basal area per acre (BA/AC sq.ft.)



Special Sites

•25’ undisturbed buffer from 

the edge of a vernal pool

•Additional 25’ buffer left 

mostly undisturbed with 

residual stocking of at least 

60%

•Refrain from constructing 

skid trails within 200’



Last Resort 

•Temporary wetland and stream 

crossings less than 10’ in width 

are permissible and to be reviewed 

during the ITC process

•Stream crossings greater than 10’ 

in width require prior approval 

from Freshwater Permitting 

Program (FWPP)



Crossings cont…

 Must not restrict natural flow (storm flowage)

 Wildlife movements

 Temporary crossing must be removed 

immediately following harvest.

 All disturbed areas must be restored to natural 

stabilized condition.

 Try to use existing crossings if possible.



Filter Strips

•Runoff from skid roads should be 

prevented from directly entering 

wetlands and streams. 

•Filter strips, an undisturbed zone 

separating a skid road from a stream or 

wetland, greatly mitigate sedimentation 

and slow water runoff velocity.

•Width of strip determined by slope 

and potential resource concern down 

slope. 



Erosion Control During Harvest
•Plan to construct roads and harvest 

during suitable weather conditions.

•Hay bales and silt fencing should be 

placed in areas of concern.

•Monitor for erosion during and following 

harvesting operations.

•Harvesting equipment may effect soil 

compaction and ability for soils to drain. 



Erosion Controls Following Harvest

•Water bars and broad based dips should be 

installed where needed to divert surface 

water away from streams and wetlands. 

•Primary function is to slow water velocity

•Intervals between water bars, culverts or 

broad based dips are determined by road 

grade. Keep in mind soil types and 

drainage.

•Seed landings and skid trails

•All erosion control measures should be installed in strict 

conformance with the standards outlined in the RI Soil Erosion 

and Sediment Control Handbook.



Thanks For Listening


