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President’s Message 

Liz Rogers 

 

It has been my privilege to be the president of 
the Southern New England chapter of SWCS for 
the past two years. It seems like  yesterday I 
was writing my first president's message and 
now I am writing my last. This is it, my last 
chance, what should I write about? I could start 
talking about conservation and somehow turn 
the discussion around to my three grandchildren, 
vacation plans  or gardening tips. All great ideas 
but I eventually decided to discuss our chapter. 
 
I am looking forward to our  summer conference 
which is scheduled for Thursday, June 16th  and 
will be held at the University of Connecticut. The 
conference which will include formal presenta-
tions and a field tour will focus on the Eagleville 
Brook Impervious Cover TMDL in Storrs, CT. 
 
 Our own newsletter editor Nancy Ferlow with be 
receiving a Commendation Award at the Interna-
tional SWCS Meeting in July. She will also be 
our official delegate at the national meeting. 
 
Once again our chapter is honored to be a spon-
sor of the CT, MA and RI Envirothon Teams. We 
wish all the teams good luck with there competi-
tions this month. Hopefully one of our teams will 
win the international competition in July. We also 
are one of the sponsor's of the University on 
Rhode Island's soil judging team. 
 
The SNEC-SWCS new board of directors will 
take office in June and I hope you will welcome 
incoming president Tom Akin and provide him 
the support he needs to continue to make out 
chapter successful in addressing our mission. As 
for me I will be serving of the board as the past 

president. I realize this doesn't sound like an up 
and coming position but in that position I will be 
taking over the membership committee. 
I would like to thank our current board of direc-
tors and all of our chapter members and partners 
for all of the support that you have given to our 
chapter over the years and I am looking forward 
to our future contributions to natural resources 
conservation. 
 
Happy spring and I hope to see everyone in 
June, 
 
Liz    

Hold the Dates: 
 
June 16—SNEC SWCS Summer Meeting 
 
July 17—20  SWCS National Meeting,  
  Washington, DC 



The Southern New England 
Chapter of the SWCS is a non-

profit scientific and educational 

organization dedicated to pro-
moting and advancing the con-

servation of soil, water and all 

natural resources. 
 

Contributions and articles for the 

SNEC-SWCS Newsletter are 
welcome and will be printed as 

space permits, subject to edito-

rial policy.  Please submit arti-
cles to: 

Nancy Ferlow 

USDA-NRCS 
139 Wolf Den Road 

Brooklyn, CT 06234 

nancy.ferlow@ct.usda.gov 
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Executive Director’s Message—Jeff Anliker  

 

Our Summer Meeting Stormwater Solutions for Impervious Surfaces: Results 
of the Eagleville Brook Watershed Project will be Thursday, June 16, 2011 at 
the University of Connecticut.  Keynote speakers include Eric Thomas of the 
Connecticut Department of Environment (CT DEP), Mike Dietz of the Non-
point Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO), and Jason Coite from the 
University Of Connecticut Office Of Environmental Policy (UConn OEP). A 
walking tour will be included with continued discussion of the development, 
operation, and maintenance of the projects as they are observed.  We are 
offering 5 Continuing Education Units (CEU) and Professional Development 
Units (PDU) for those organizations that accept them.  In addition to the infor-
mation in the newsletter, you can go to or refer others to our website at 
www.swcssnec.org for the agenda and registration form. 
 
The following EnviroCert International programs will be held in 2011.  They 
are the Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC), the 
Certified Erosion, Sediment and Strom Water Inspector (CESSWI), and the 
Certified Professional in Storm Water Quality (CPSWQ) certification pro-
grams.  We have scheduled Friday, June 24

th
 for a CPESC Review Session 

and then Friday, July 29
th
 for the CPESC/CESSWI/CPSWQ Exams.  On Fri-

day September 16
th,

 there will be another CPESC Review Session with the 
CPESC/CESSWI/CPSWQ Exams scheduled for Friday, October 28

th
.  The 

Review Sessions and Exams will be in Amherst, Massachusetts.  For addi-
tional information for these sessions, go to our website at www.swcssnec.org  
or the EnviroCert International website at www.envirocertintl.org.   The Board 
of Directors is willing to schedule additional sessions if there is interest from 
the private sector or other groups.  If you are aware of any interest, please let 
us know. 
   
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at 413-213-6885, 
anliker@charter.net or through the website. 
 
Jeff 

mailto:Nancy.ferlow@ct.usda.gov
http://www.swcssnec.org
http://www.swcssnec.org
http://www.envirocertintl.org
mailto:anliker@charter.net


URI Attends Soil Judging Contest 

with SNEC-SWCS Help 

 
The University of Rhode Island recently represented 
southern New England at the 51st annual National 
Collegiate Soils competition. The contest was cen-
tered in Bend, Oregon. This area of central Oregon is 
mostly high desert. The Deschutes River dissects a 
landscape that has evolved through a multitude of 
volcanic events. Much of the water for the Deschutes 
originates as snow melt from the volcanically derived 
mountains (such as Mt Bachelor and Mt Hood) that 
always loom in the distance. Inactive cinder cones, 
locally known as buttes, and lava-flow plateaus un-
derlain by columnar basalt were dispersed through 
the high desert landscape. Thus, soil parent materi-
als were primarily volcanic ash, but alluvial deposits, 
colluvium, pumice, cinders, tuft (lithofied ash), and 
basalt were also commonplace. Soil moisture re-
gimes ranged from udic (like here) to xeric, to aridic 
depending on elevation and aspect. Soil temperature 
regimes ranged from mesic to frigid to cryic.  The 
soils were primarily Andisols (Vitrixerands) and Molli-
sols (Haploxerolls). 
Twenty-one universities from across the US partici-
pated in the competition. URI soil judgers Amanda 
Padula and Mike Buckless placed 2nd and 3rd, re-
spectively, in the individual competition. Overall the 
University of Rhode Island team was #1; the national 
champions!! 
The practice and competition was an excellent learn-
ing experience for our students. Thanks to the SNEC
-SWCS for helping to support our travel to the con-
test to represent southern New England. 

 Former Ag Secretary Dan 

Glickman to Deliver Keynote 

Address at the SWCS’s 66
th 

In-

ternational Annual Conference  

Pritchard Lecture topic: “Food Security, Ecosys-
tem Services, and Agricultural Policy: Farming for 

the Future”  

The Soil and Water Conservation Society is 
proud to announce that former Secretary of Agri-
culture Dan Glickman will be delivering the key-
note address at the 66th SWCS International An-
nual Conference. The address will be during the 
opening session on Monday, July 18, 2011, at the 
Omni Shoreham Hotel in Washington, DC.  

The theme of the meeting is, “Conservation Sci-
ence and Policy: Global Perspectives and Appli-
cations.” The focus for this year’s meeting is ex-
ploring ways to improve the linkages among con-
servation science, policy, and application at local, 
national, and international scales. Secretary 
Glickman will share his thoughts and personal 
experiences on the long‐term implications of food 
and agricultural policy on conservation in the 
United States and around the world.  

Dan Glickman is currently Director of Congres-
sional Programs at the Aspen Institute. He is co‐
chair of AGree, a multi‐Foundation effort to look 
at the long term prospects for food and agricul-
tural issues. He is a Senior Fellow at the Biparti-
san Policy Center in Washington, DC, and is also 
currently serving as the co‐chair of the Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs' global agricultural de-
velopment initiative.  

In attendance at the conference will be more than 
700 conservationists from across the nation and 
around the world, including scientists working in 
universities and federal agencies, local soil and 
water managers, policy professionals from both 
the public and private sector, and nonprofit or-
ganizations.  

More information about the 2011 Annual Confer-
ence is online at: http://www.swcs.org/11AC  

 

 

The SWCS Annual Conference runs from July 17 
to July 20 in Washington DC. 



2011 – 2012 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES  

 

President Elect – James Hyde, CT 
Jim graduated from Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, NE in 1996 with a B.S. in Biology.  The following 
years he lived in CT and Delaware to study soils and worked three years for UConn on soil nutrient manage-
ment planning with dairy farms in eastern CT.  For the last six years, Jim has worked for USDA-NRCS as a 
conservationist on a variety of farms across the state.  Many of the projects are environmentally related to 
conserving soil and water resources or wildlife habitat improvement projects.  Jim would like to work on mem-
ber engagement in the society to provide useful, relevant information to help society members in their every-
day work and prepare for current or future regulations and practices.  It is Jim's hope that others will volunteer 
to help the society stay current and advance in technical expertise and information to prepare SWCS mem-
bers for the continued conservation of soil and water resources. 
 

Vice President – Michael Marcus, MA 

 Principal, Wildlife Biologist, Professional Wetland Scientist for New England Environmental Inc.  B.S. in orni-
thology/biology.  M.S. in Zoology/Wildlife. Training in fluvial geomorphology.  Professional Wetland Scientist # 
1635; Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control #1504; Certified Professional in Storm Water 
Quality #248. Massachusetts Certified Aquatic Applicator #30027. Over twenty five years of natural resource 
assessment and permitting.  Work includes wetland and river restoration, salt marsh and coastal bank/dune 
restoration, bank stabilization and bioengineering, pond management; ecological restoration, recreational 
planning, wildlife habitat assessments (birds, mammals, turtles, salamanders, dragonflies), environmental 
permitting, sediment and erosion control plans, and control of invasive species.  Mr. Marcus has served as a 
wetland expert in Superior Court, Land Court, Federal Court, Grand Jury, and in adjudicatory hearings. 

 

Secretary – Mark Hood, CT  
Mark graduated from the University of Connecticut in 1998 with a B.A. in Journalism. After gradation, Mark 
gained experience through paid positions and volunteer opportunities with the Boston Harbor Islands National 
Recreation Area; Olympic National Park, Resource Protection Division; USGS, Biological Resources Division, 
Las Vegas, Nevada; and the U.S. Forest Service, North Conway, NH. After working as a laboratory technician 
at the U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Center for Forest Health Research in Hamden, CT Mark went back 
to UConn to earn a M.S. in Natural Resources Management in 2005. Following graduation Mark spent a year 
in Estonia studying urban stormwater pollution as a Fulbright student. Mark worked for Pennoni Associates 
Inc, a multi-disciplinary engineering firm, in Philadelphia for 2 years before returning to his home state of Con-
necticut in 2008 to pursue a career as an environmental analyst with the CT Department of Economic and 
Community Development. Mark currently lives in Connecticut and enjoys spending time hiking, biking, kayak-
ing and gardening.  

 

Treasurer – Richard Starkey, MA 
Dick, a native of Iowa, received a BA in Philosophy from Drake University, a Bachelor of Divinity degree in 
Sociology of Religion from University of Chicago, and a MS in Library and Information Science from Simmons 
College in Boston.  Dick was employed by the University of Chicago Libraries, Central YMCA Community Col-
lege in Chicago, and the Cranbrook Schools in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.  He also worked as Library Director 
for the Troy Public Library, Troy New York and the Wilbraham Public Library in Wilbraham, MA.  He was 
Head of Instructional Media Services at Elms College, Chicopee, MA and Widner University, Chester, PA.  
Dick currently manages a small tree farm in Greenfield, MA having previously operated a small tree farm and 
raised Highland Cattle in Brimfield, MA.  His recent activities include serving on the Franklin Conservation 
District and Chair of Division V, Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire Districts.  He served as Chair of the State 
Commission for the Conservation of Soil, Water and Related Resources, the State Technical Committee of 
the USDA NRCS and the Massachusetts Food and Agriculture Council.  He served as Secretary Treasurer 
for the Berkshire-Pioneer Resource Conservation Council, Inc. He served a one-year appointment to the 
Greenfield, MA Conservation Commission.  Currently, he is an Earth Team Volunteer with the USDA NRCS. 

 

Rhode Island Director – Eric Scherer, RI 

Eric has been employed by the federal government for the past 36 years, beginning with a tour with the 
Peace Corps in Belize, CA and then spending the next three decades with the USDA, NRCS (formally the 



Soil Conservation Service).  He is currently the State Resource Conservationist in Rhode Island, having 
worked with NRCS in other locations in Virginia, Vermont, Connecticut, Maryland and New York.  Eric's ca-
reer has covered positions of soil conservationist, resource conservationist, district conservationist, National 
Plant Materials Center Manager, and Hudson River Navigator.  Eric has been a member of the Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Society since 1979 and has served in numerous positions in the SNEC of SWCS over the 
years.  He recently completed serving as past President for the past two years. 
 

Massachusetts Director – Dr. Timothy Randhir, MA 

Dr. Timothy Randhir is an Associate Professor in the Department of Environmental Conservation at the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts in Amherst.  Dr. Randhir was a 1997 Berg Fellow of the Soil and Water Conserva-

tion Society and has received numerous teaching awards. He has published extensively while at UMass; he 

joined the faculty in 1997 and received tenure in 2007. Dr. Randhir completed his Ph.D. in Agricultural Eco-

nomics from Purdue University in 1995, and a Post Doctoral appointment at Purdue as an investigator/

modeler on a large USDA-CREES grant.  Dr. Randhir completed his M.S. in Agricultural Economics at the 

Tamil Nadu Agricultural University and his B.S. in Agricultural Science at Annamalai University in India.  Dr. 

Randhir’s primary interests include: watershed management, water quality, ecological economics, dynamic 

modeling and optimization, spatial analysis and simulation, complex systems, Institutional economics, GIS-

Internet-Simulation interfacing, systems modeling, climate change, land use policy, international trade and 

development, common pool resource management, nonpoint source pollution, and natural resources policy 

and management. 

BALLOT  

2011-2012 SNEC-SWCS Board of Directors  

 

President Elect     Treasurer  
_____ James Hyde, MA   _____ Dick Starkey, MA  

_____ ________________________   _____ ________________________  

  

Vice President     Rhode Island Director  
_____, Mickey Marcus, MA    _____ Eric Scherer, RI  

_____ ________________________   _____ _________________________  

 
Secretary      Massachusetts Director (1 Year Term)  

_____ Mark Hood, CT    _____ Tim Randhir, MA  

_____ ________________________   _____ ________________________  

 

  

Please return ballots by June 10.    
You can either use this web site to vote or print and submit this Ballot to SNEC-SWCS, PO Box 

487, Belchertown, MA 01007.    

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/snecswcs 
 

Thank you. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/snecswcs
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Nancy Ferlow receives SWCS National Commendation Award 

 
Nancy Ferlow who has been a member of The Southern New England Chapter of SWCS for over 20 
years will be receiving the SWCS Commendation Award at the International SWCS Conference 
which will be held in Washington, DC this July. 
 
Nancy currently serves on the Southern New England Chapter's Board of Directors as the chair of 
the Newsletter Committee. In her role as newsletter chairwoman she has been providing outstanding 
service to her chapter. The quality and timeless of the newsletter insures that our chapter members 
are keep current on all chapter activities and opportunities. Through Nancy's efforts the newsletter is 
currently being distributed electronically which allows us to reach an even wider audience of part-
ners and potential partners. 
 
Nancy has held the following positions on The Southern New England Board of Directors: 
Secretary, Connecticut Representative, Vice President, President Elect, President and Past Presi-
dent. Nancy will be our chapters official delegate at the international meeting in July. 
 
Congratulations Nancy on a job well done!! 



Stormwater Solutions for Impervious Surfaces:  

Results of the Eagleville Brook Watershed Project 

  

June 16, 2011 
W.B. Young Building Room 100 

1376 Storrs Road 
University of Connecticut 

9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 

    
Keynote speakers Eric Thomas of the CT DEP and Mike Dietz of NEMO (Nonpoint Education for Municipal 
Officials) will be joined by Jason Coite from the UConn OEP (Office of Environmental Policy) to discuss the 
background of the unique Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for impervious cover that has been developed 
for Eagleville Brook, along with some projects at UConn that have been installed to reduce impacts to the 
Brook. A walking tour will follow, with continued discussion of the development, operation, and maintenance 
of these projects as they are being observed. 
 
Eagleville Brook has been listed on CT DEP’s List of Waterbodies Not Meeting Water Quality Standards.  The 
TMDL for impervious cover was written with a goal of reducing the “effective” impervious cover in the water-
shed. Measures have been taken to reduce or disconnect impervious surfaces, thereby reducing runoff to the 
Brook, and in effect reducing contaminant loadings. These measures include bioretention, pervious pave-
ment, and green roof installations within the Eagleville Brook watershed.    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL  
 
 
 
Field Sites Scheduled for Walking Tour 
 
1 - Towers Dormitory: bioretention areas and pervious asphalt 
pavement 
2 – Hillel Building: bioretention areas 
3 – Field House: pervious concrete pavement   BIORETENTION AREASBIORETENTION AREAS  
4 – Hilltop Residence Halls: bioretention areas 
 
 
 



 
Most of the day will be an outdoor, walking field tour.  Please be prepared for the weather, and bring appropri-
ate raingear, or sunscreen as needed.  Coffee and pastry, box lunch, and water will be provided.  Directions 
and parking locations will be sent with your registration confirmation. 
 
5 Professional Development/Continuing Education Units (PDU/CEU’s) are available for those organiza-
tions that accept them. 
 
Please visit http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/tmdl for details on the entire Eagleville Brook Impervious Cover 
TMDL project.  For information on individual sites within the project, go to the website (above), click on FIND-
INGS, then Retrofit Sites & Recommendations; (scroll down) and click on Eagleville TMDL Project Sites. 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____Photo courtesy of CT NEMO           

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Stormwater Solutions for Impervious Surfaces: Results of the Eagleville Brook Watershed 
Project 

June 16, 2011, 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM 
University of Connecticut, W.B. Young Building Room 100 

 
 

Name: _________________________________  Phone: _____________________________ 

 

Organization: ___________________________  Email: _____________________________ 

 

Address:             

 

Enclosed is credit card information or check payable to SNEC-SWCS for $_________ for: 

 

 _____  SWCS Members/Municipal Officers at $45 ($55 after 6/3/11) per person 

 

_____  Non-Members at $55 ($65 after 6/3/11) or $110 Blue Light Special (includes 1 year SWCS Membership 

 at $80) per person 

 

_____  Students at $20 ($30 after 6/3/11) per student 

 

(There is NO refund for cancellations after 6/10/11since we have to guarantee meals that day.) 

 

For additional information, call 413-213-6885 or send an email to anliker@charter.net.  

 

Please indicate special dietary or other needs: ______________________________________ 

 

 

Please submit this form with payment to SNEC-SWCS, PO Box 487, Belchertown, MA 01007.  To Fax registration 

forms, include credit card number, expiration date, security code, cardholder name, cardholder-billing address, and card-

holder signature and phone number.  Fax to 413-323-1113. NO PHONE REGISTRATIONS ACCEPTED. 

http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/tmdl
mailto:anliker@charter.net

