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Greetings Southern New England SWCS Mem-
bers, 
 
Fall is definitely here!  There is a chill in the 
morning air; fall foliage is turning brilliant colors 
or may have already faded in some spots; and 
the World Series is underway (albeit without the 
Red Sox…)! 
 
I hope you had a great summer.  SNEC SWCS 
and the Northeast chapter of the International 
Erosion Control Association teamed up to organ-
ize a very informative and hands-on summer 
meeting in Providence this past June.  The 
Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council 
(WRWC) hosted a tour of a stream restoration 
project along the very urbanized banks of the 
Woonasquatucket River, an important anadro-
mous fishery, in the heart of a very busy 
neighborhood (Olneyville).  A special thank you 
is owed to the WRWC’s Executive Director Alicia 
Lehrer for hosting a wonderful day and for shar-
ing their stream restoration experiences.  This 
was an extremely challenging site!  Thanks also 
go to Eric Scherer, our SWCS RI Director, for 
pulling together all of the collaborating organiza-
tions that provided the diverse perspectives on 
this difficult restoration project. 
 
SNEC SWCS is entering the homestretch of our 
agreement with the International Erosion Control 
Association to provide 3 on-line training modules 
on RUSLE2.  There will be total of 12 on-line 
modules, and as soon as the modules are live 
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on the IECA website, we will let you know so you 
can check them out. 
 
Lastly, we hope to see you all in Berlin, CT for 

our upcoming winter meeting on February 15, 

2013.  This year’s winter meeting will be on ero-

sion and sediment control, getting it right the first 

time.  It should be a great opportunity to catch up 

with friends and colleagues, learn some new ma-

terial, and support your local SWCS chapter!  

Good luck with the rest of your field work this 

year!  Best regards, Tom Akin. 



The Southern New England Chap-
ter of the SWCS is a non-profit 

scientific and educational organi-

zation dedicated to promoting and 
advancing the conservation of 

soil, water and all natural re-

sources. 
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Executive Director’s Report 

 

Under an agreement with the International Erosion Control Association 
(IECA), we have provided an online module on “the history of soil loss cal-
culations” and one on the “Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation 
(RUSLE2)”.  We are developing a third one on “Practical Application of 
RUSLE2”.  Our three modules will be part of a 12-module course.  
Since January 1

st
, the following individuals have renewed their SWCS 

membership or have become new members: 
 

 New Members: Devin Basile, Elyse Clifford, Gillian Davies, Paul Ek-
ness, Lusia Galindo, Drew Morrison, Elizabeth O’Connor, Alexandra Olm-
sted, Emily Olmsted, Amir Sadeghpour, and Ronak Sripal all of UMass 
Student Chapter; Andrew Carnevale, Scott Reinhardt, and Rebecca True-
man all of UConn Student Chapter; Christopher Costello and Sara Fusco 
from Connecticut; Eric Dias, Michele Girard, Christopher Newhall, Keith 
Toffling, and Glenda Williamson from Massachusetts 

  
Renewed Members: Ralph Chartier, Jack Clausen, Kip Kolesinskas and 
Scott Young of Connecticut; Jeff Anliker and Jason Lederer of Massachu-
setts; Steven Pinch of Rhode Island. 
 
Please welcome and thank these members for their support.  Congratula-
tions!  If I have missed anyone, please let me know so I can update my re-
cords. 
 
Our remaining EnviroCert International programs for 2012 are the Certified 
Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC) Review Session 
on Friday September 14

th
 and CPESC, the Certified Erosion, Sediment 

and Strom Water Inspector (CESSWI), and the Certified Professional in 
Storm Water Quality (CPSWQ) Exams on Friday, October 19

th
.  The Re-

view Session and Exams will be in Amherst, Massachusetts.  For addi-
tional information on these sessions, go to our website at 
www.swcssnec.org  or the EnviroCert International website at 
www.envirocertintl.org.   In addition to our regular scheduled review ses-
sions, we can provide training and/or exams to public or private sector or-
ganizations that would like to host either internally within their organization. 
If you aware of a business, organization or agency that could benefit from 
our training programs, please let me know or give them my contact infor-
mation. 
 
If you have any suggestions, questions or comments, please contact me at 
413-213-6885, anliker@charter.net or through our website. 
 
Jeff Anliker 

mailto:Nancy.ferlow@ct.usda.gov
http://www.swcssnec.org
http://www.envirocertintl.org
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SWCS Recognizes SNEC Chapter 

with Professional Development 

Award in Texas 

 

The Southern New England Chapter received 
the Professional Development Chapter Award at 
the SWCS International Annual Meeting in FT 
Worth, Texas.  The Professional Development 
Award recognizes two chapters (determined by 
membership size) for their efforts in conducting 
and/or sponsoring professional development 
programs during the past year. Our Chapter 
(more than 75 members) was recognized for 
meeting the professional development needs of 
our members. The programs included our winter 
meeting “From Rain to Runoff”, our summer 
meeting “Stormwater Solutions for Impervious 
Surfaces: Results of the Eagleville Brook Water-
shed Project” and our efforts to provide profes-
sional training and certification through the Envi-
roCert International programs.  In addition, we 
were recognized for collaborating with several 
federal/state agencies and professional organi-
zations. The awards are for providing quality pro-
gram/event rather than on quantity. This prestig-
ious award was accepted by one of the UMass 
Student Chapter member who attended as our 
delegate.  
 

Membership Survey Results 

 

A big Thank You to our members who re-
sponded to the surveys we sent out.   
Based on the responses, our members want to 
have training on Erosion & Sediment Control 
(67%), Wetland Violation Solutions (39%), Hy-
drology/Hydraulics (33%), RUSLE2 to meet EPA 
Guidelines (22%) and 5 other categories.  The 
best months to hold training are January and 
February (both 59%) followed by March (48%) 
and October and November with 29% each.  The 
best day for a meeting/conference is Friday 
(31%), followed by Thursday (25%) with a start 
time of 9 am (82%).  The best locations were 
Amherst/Springfield (59%), Hartford (53%) and 
the Sturbridge/Worcester area (47%). 
 
In addition, the price range for a 1-day confer-
ence was $45 - $60 (57%) and $60 - $75 (29%).  
As to whether, individuals were looking for Con-
tinuing Educational Units (CEU) or Professional 
Development Units they both were 80%.  The 
organizations most mentioned for collaborating 
with SNEC were the Soil Scientist Society of 
Southern New England, the Connecticut and 
Massachusetts Association of Wetland Scien-
tists, American Planning Association, USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and 
the Northeast Organic Farming Association. 
 
On the Training Assistance Survey, of the re-
spondents 46% were interested in providing 
training while 54% were not.  80% could provide 
training in Erosion and Sediment Control, 60% 
for both Wetland Solutions and Hydrology/
Hydraulics.  No one could for RUSLE2.  Others 
mentioned included road construction and retain-
ing walls, farmland protection, and storm water 
management and development from a municipal 
perspective.  50% were willing to provide the 
training pro bono, 33% would like their expenses 
reimbursed and 17% wanted a stipend. 
 
This information will give the Board of Directors 
guidance in setting up the Chapter education/
training workshops and conferences in 2013. 
 



Woonasquatucket River Environmental Charette 

June 14, 2012 

 

Our 2012 Summer Meeting, Woonasquatucket River Environmental Charette, co-sponsored with the Northeast 

Chapter of the International Erosion Control Association and the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council 

was ‘billed’ as a ‘Sharing/Learning’ experience.  The event was developed to explore opportunities on how to 

address a streambank destabilization issue on this important anadromous fishery in Providence, Rhode Island.  

The event was held Thursday, June 14, 2012 at the Olneyville Housing Authority in Providence with over 25 

participants.  

 

This Charette brought together a unique group of environmental specialists from various companies and or-

ganizations to provide the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council with expertise to help review natural 

resource data and interpretations for a site slated for restoration with the hope that this Charette will aid in 

making wise land use decisions in order to sustain environmental quality at the site.   

Those professionals in attendance represented a wide range of disciplines within the fields of natural resources, 

engineering, and planning. Presentations during the Charette highlighted potential problems, limitations, alter-

natives, opportunities, and areas of possible trade-offs.  Speakers at the event included Alicia Lehrer who 

joined WRWC as Executive Director in March 2008 and presented material on the community, the problem 

and additional background to give participants a sound foundation for the outdoor, walking field tour.  Also 

presenting was David Everett, a Principal Planner/Environmental Coordinator with the City of Providence in 

the Department of Planning and Development.   David provided the group a more detailed account of the site, 

its setting and the issues that the City is struggling to address the site’s remediation.  To round out the day a 

presentation was given by Jason Normandin, a sales & marketing associate with E. J. Prescott Inc. for the past 

eight years.  With support by E. J. Prescott, Mr. Normandin helped to set up the Charette as well as provide a 

presentation on a range of materials and technics that have potential utilization on slope and shoreline stabili-

zation. 

It was hoped that the information gleaned from this environmental site visit might be integrated into the plan-

ning and design processes and that these considerations are utilized in the implementation of development 

plans. 

Based on some of the discussion and recommendations provided at the Charette, the Watershed Council and 

City are applying for a Hazzard Mitigation grant.   To learn more about the meeting, you can find the Power-

Point presentations and photos from the day on Chapter website at www.swcssnec.org.  
 

 
 

http://www.swcssnec.org


2012 Annual Conference 

67th Annual SWCS International 

Conference 

July 22-25, 2012 | Fort Worth, TX  

Choosing Conservation: Considering Ecol-

ogy, Economics, and Ethics 

The 67
th
 Soil and Water Conservation So-

ciety Conference was in Forth Worth Texas in 
July.  The weather was hot and the drought and 
crops in the Midwestern states were at the cen-
ter of many discussions. The conference opened 
on Sunday with various meetings, conservation 
workshop and LIDAR workshop. After the many 
activities everyone was loaded up in coach 
buses and went to the Botanical Research Insti-
tute of Texas (BRIT) for a meal and social time 
Sunday night. On Monday and Tuesday there 
were a variety of concurrent sessions to attend. 
Monday night after an exhilarating day of ses-
sions covering topics ranging from modeling, 
education and outreach to soil and water issues 
and food security there was a showing of the 
movie called, “The Greenfire: Aldo Leopold and 
a Land Ethic for our Time”. On Tuesday the con-
current sessions varied from research studies on 
the effects of urban development on water to 
erosion control in central Africa and nutrient 
management along the Danube River Basin. The 
Danube River basin has over twenty countries 
involved in the management plan. Getting all of 
the various interest groups working together was 
a common thread in watershed management 
around the world.  Wednesday was filled with 
tours that ranged from a trip to Burgundy Beef 
and the Sunset Winery, the Forth Worth Nature 
Center and Stockyards where they run beef 
through the streets to the stockyard daily. Other 
tours included the Bear Creek Ranch and the 
Botanical Research Institute.   

The Southern New England Chapter of 
SWCS received two certificates at the awards 
luncheon on Tuesday. Below is Paul Ekness re-
ceiving the 2012 Chapter Professional Develop-
ment Award.  Keith Toffling represented the 

chapter receiving the other award.   
Our chapter had three students present 

their research during the concurrent sessions. All 
of the students work with Dr. Timothy Randhir at 
the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. Keith 
Toffling presented work from his Masters pro-
gram on conservation of mangrove swamps. Us-
ing predictions from the Hadcm3 RCM model for 
climate change they modeled impacts on habitat 
suitability for different species and found that 
some tropical countries are more vulnerable than 
others depending on local weather conditions. 
Paul Ekness presented some of his research for 
his PhD program on the influence of land use 
within 37 watersheds in the state of Massachu-
setts on the hydrologic discharge. Luisa Galindo 
presented work from her PhD program on as-
sessing the spatial distribution of ecologic ser-
vices in a watershed found in Venezuela and her 
home country of Colombia. Her research is 
working to develop adaptive management strate-
gies for managing ecosystem services within the 
basin. The Orinoco basin is one of the most bio-
logically and hydrologically diverse areas of the 
world that originates in the Andes and flows into 
the Atlantic.  

 



Successful CPESC/CESSWI/

CPSWQ Review Session 

 
In April 2012, the Southern New England Chap-
ter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society 
(SNEC-SWCS) presented an Erosion and Sedi-
ment Control Training at Northeast Utilities (NU) 
in Berlin, CT.    Attendees included 48 project 
managers, engineers, environmental personnel 
and construction personnel  from the company. 
Eric Scherer, CPESC of Scherer Consulting Ser-
vices gave a 5-hour power point presentation 
that covered information ranging from regulatory 
compliance to assessing site conditions for pre-
project planning to the proper installation of E&S 
Controls.  Attendees received a certificate and 
five professional development units (PDUs) for 
attending the training. 
The training was very well received by the com-
pany.  Many participants commented that they 
would be interested in additional training that 
was tailored to linear construction projects.  A 
number of participants also commented that they 
would like to attend training with a field compo-
nent that demonstrated real erosion and sedi-
ment control challenges.  SNEC-SWCS hopes to 
provide additional training to NU in the future. 
In addition, these and other training opportunities 

are available for other business and organiza-

tions, please contact Jeff Anliker if you are inter-

ested. 

Save the date:   

SNEC-SWCS Winter Meeting  

                
 

 Erosion and Sediment Controls -  
Get it Right the First Time 

 
February 15, 2013,  9:00-3:00 pm  

Northeast Utilities Auditorium  
107 Selden Street, Berlin, CT  
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