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phone: 651.439.1880 
office@fumcstillwater.com 
813 W. Myrtle Steet  
Stillwater , MN 55082 

JUNE 2022 

 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW PASTOR   REV. JENNY LIND LARSEN’S FIRST SUNDAY 

JUNE 26th – WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM     FOLLOWED BY A WELCOME RECEPTION 

 

FROM PASTOR MIKE DYRDAL 

Dear Stillwater First UMC community, 

In a few weeks my time with you will conclude.  I want you to know I have so enjoyed our time together.  
My first impression of our church community back in April was that it was full of friendly and energetic peo-
ple.  That impression has only been strengthened in the time we’ve had together.  And now I add these im-
pressions:  Stillwater First is faithful to Christ and His mission.  It is full of hard working people who love 
each other and enjoy serving together. 
 
I personally have been blessed by your kind words and affirmations.  And I will look back on this time as a 
highlight of my ministry life. 
 
I have especially enjoyed working with the church staff.  They have been so supportive and have demon-
strated love for the congregation through hard work and creativity.  You can be very proud of them. 
 
I will be with you as interim pastor through the end of June.  My last Sunday will be June 19th.  
 
Our new pastor, Rev. Jennie Lind Larsen will be arriving shortly after that and will be preaching on her first 
Sunday – June 26th.  After worship on that day, there will be a cake and coffee welcome to greet Rev. 
Larsen in person.    
 
I’m excited about the appointment of Rev. Larsen to Stillwater.  Having just met recently, I have found her 
to be energetic, faithful, and creative.  I trust you will be enjoying her leadership and inspiration for many 
years. 
In our time together, you honored my request to wear name tags again.  And many of you have kindly re-
minded me of your name when we gathered together.  This has been very helpful to me.  Please continue to 
do so as you welcome your new pastor in a few weeks. 
 

Pastor Mike 
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JUNE WORSHIP 

Passages That Pump Me Up 

During June I’ll continue to share insight from two more passages that have deeply touched me.  Our youth 
director Matthew Bader will explore one of his favorite passages. And on the last Sunday of June, new pas-
tor Rev. Jenny Lind Larsen will be introducing herself as well.  So I hope you will be with us often – in per-
son or through Facebook  
 

Here is the Worship Lineup for June: 

 

June 5th  Confirmation and Pentecost Sunday.   Our youth director Mathew Bader will be 
preaching on Zacchaeus (Luke 19:  1-10) as we celebrate the confirmation of Freya Haugen and Jackson 
Wright.  We will also be celebrating Communion at this worship service.  It is a tradition to wear red to 
worship on Pentecost – the day we celebrate the birth of the Church and the coming of God as the Holy 
Spirit to Christ followers. 
 
June 12th  Barnabas – Child of Encouragement  (Acts 4:32-47)  One of my favorite characters in 
the Bible is a guy named Barnabas, who seemed to breathe hope and love and joy and grace into every per-
son and situation he encountered.  Come and be encouraged by his example. 
 
June 19th At Ease    (Psalm 121) This Psalm is the one I turn to more than any other.  It speaks grace 
and encouragement when I visit with people before surgery.  It reminds me to trust in God’s help whenever 
I try to do everything with my own strength alone.  I trust it will be encouragement to you as we explore 
together. 
 
June 26 Welcome to New Pastor Rev. Jennie Lind Larsen as she begins her ministry with 
Stillwater First United Methodist Church.  A Cake and Coffee welcome will follow the worship service. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you in worship, friends.  

Pastor Mike Dyrdal 

 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE – JUNE 12th 

We will gather for a brief Charge Conference on Sunday, June 12th at 10:45 AM in the sanctuary.  The pur-
pose of this meeting is to approve the compensation package for our new pastor, Rev. Jenny Lind Larsen.  
Rev. Michael Dyrdal will be the presiding elder. 

 



3 

 

FIRST UNITED FINANCE SUMMARY  
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April 2022 Finances 

 

April pledged income was less than goal, but non-pledged was excellent.  YTD total pledged/non-pledged re-
ceipts remain good at $79,261 or 35% of our 2022 target.  Contributions to Capital Fund continue to be low 
at $3,600 or 13% of our target.  Finance reminds all members to please keep their Capital Fund contributions 
up to date. 

 

All Account funds are in good shape and Apportionments paid in full.  We have $108,237 in the bank. Total 
of all YTD Expenses is higher because some 2021 invoices were paid in 2022 and overall costs of operation 
(energy, etc) have increased.  Income was very low in January too. 

 

Mark Ridgway prepared the 2022 Budget showing Q1 expenses as of 3-31-22 compared to budgeted 
amounts.  This report will be presented at Ad Council on May 24 and all committee chairs should review this 
report to assist with their planning.   

 

Finance committee believes the Festa di Pasta is unlikely this year as we have no chefs and logistics could be a 
problem.  We still may have the Country Market.  If you have any fund-raising ideas, please contact Finance 
committee.  Thank you! 

 
SCRIP is available! Orders can be placed at Sunday worship services or anytime by 
email to benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. Payment for email orders can be dropped off at the 
church during office hours.  Scrip doesn't cost, it pays! 
Graduation and wedding season is almost upon us! Stock up on some great gift cards to use 
for much appreciated gifts. 
 
 

 
TECH TEAM HELP  
The Tech Team has an URGENT need for people to help with the Sunday services.  We need people who 
are interested in learning and operating our cameras, computer, and/or sound board.  We currently only 
have 1 person for each of the 3 positions.  With summer coming and people wanting to go on vacation, we 
won’t have enough people to operate all of our equipment. This may mean we may have to stop our Face-
book Live service.  
We are looking for men, women, and teenagers to help fill out our tech team.  If you 
have any questions or would like to volunteer to assist with our worship service, please 
contact Bruce Clark (651)439-8518.  
 
Thank you for considering one or more of the positions, 
The Tech Team 

  April ‘22 YTD 2022 April ’22 Budget Goal 
Total Income $22,899 $89,626 $96,820 

Expenses $28,269 $100,500   

Difference ($5,370) ($10,874)   



4 

MAY -  THIS MONTH IN MISSION 
         Please call Linnea Shinn at 651-354-4999 with questions 
 
Thank you, everyone, for your contributions. 
 
Our mission for the month of June is the continuation of The Minneso-
ta Conference Love Offering.  This year the Love Offering will address 
food security by supporting three Minnesota United Methodist food 

ministries.  Funds will also assist the Red Bird Missionary Conference in Appalachia and Volunteers in Mis-
sion trips.  Donate to the link: 2022 Love Offering or donate by designating a gift through our church. 
 

 
HEIFER FAIR RESULTS 
After the fair ended, the baskets where all consolidated and the money was counted. $613.25  was the end 
count.  Any contributions given through the offering plate during May and labeled "Heifer" will be added to 
this and sent to Heifer International.  Watch for a final report next month. 
 
 

FRESH FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 
With summer upon us, it is especially nice to have fresh flowers displayed 
on our altar during our Sunday mornings worship services If you would like 
to share a bouquet of flowers to be placed on the altar on any upcoming 
Sunday, please let Monica in the office know or contact Mary Harcey at  
651-439-7363.  The Martha group meets Tuesday mornings and plans for the next Sunday worship service 
altar decorations, so it would be helpful to know by then if you plan to display flowers.  Thank you so 
much.   

 
THE CARING MINISTRIES TEAM is requesting assistance in 
providing meals for our folks that are ill, grieving, or homebound.  By signing up for this 
important ministry, you may provide a meal once every 2-3 weeks, depending on need 
at the time.  If you would be willing to be one of our group of “meal-making friends”, 
please contact Linda Ash at lindaash1@comcast.net.  Thank you! 
 

The next Caring Ministries Team meeting is on June 4th at 1:30.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend. 

 

THE YOUTH COUNCIL met on 5/23 to discuss summer planning.  We have decided to 
update the Youth Room and are looking for volunteers to help paint on June 4th.  Anyone interested please 
contact Matthew at matthew.bader18@gmail.com.  Possible activities and service projects for the summer 
were also discussed but definite plans were not finalized until after Pastor Jenny comes on 6/26.  Next 
meeting will be in early July, no date has been set.  
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Dear church friends, 
 
A huge thank you to the following people who par-
ticipated in the Highway Pickup on May 14, there by 
demonstrating theirs and the churches commitment 
to the community and the environment. Thanks 
very much!!  

Gene Ramsay - Mike Haroldson - Chris & Dave Nelson - Mike Ptacek - Jess Hartley 
- Ben Jackson - Brue Clark - Bruce Lundeen 
  
 

SUMMER PICNICS 
The potluck picnics continue each Wednesday at Washington Square.  Begin gathering about 5:30, the meal 
will start at 6:00.  In case of inclement weather, the picnic will move to the church. Check last month's news-
letter for more details. 

 
A MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY 135 years ago, Rev. J. M. Liscomb was elected a dele-
gate to the General Conference that was to be held in 1888.  A special request was made to collect money 
towards the expenses to cover the cost incurred to attend the conference. $123.25 was collected so that 
Rev. Liscomb could represent our city and state.  In1985, Wendell Beardsley wrote, "This is the only time a 
minister from the Stillwater church has ever been elected to the General Conference."  Wouldn't it be fun to 
know what issues the General Conference of the Evangelical Methodist Church dealt with back in 1888. 
 
 

UMM 

Join the United Methodist Men for a monthly devotion, breakfast, discussion, and fel-
lowship. The meeting on June 11th will be at the Lowell Inn at 8 am. Contact the 
church office at office@fumcstillwater.com to join the UMM mailing list. 

 

WINNERS CIRCLE  
7KH�:LQQHUV¶�&LUFOH�KDV�KDG�D�JUHDW�\HDU��:H�KDYH�EHHQ�ILOOHG�ZLWK�PDQ\�EOHVVLQJV�DQG�YROXQWHHUV�WR�
SURYLGH�LQVLJKWIXO�SURJUDPV�DQG�IHOORZVKLS��:H�ZLOO�QRW�PHHW�WKLV�VXPPHU�DQG�VHH�\RX�DOO�LQ�WKH�)DOO��
$OO�DUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�MRLQ�XV�WKH�VHFRQG�7KXUVGD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK�DW����DP�ZKHQ�6HSWHPEHU�UROOV�DURXQG��
$QQ�+DUDOGVRQ�DQG�9LFNL�$QGHUVRQ-- 
 

 
 
 
 JUNE  

June 2 Sue Hibberd;  June 7 Tom Ash;  June 9 Rhaya Bastyr;  June 11 Patsy Bellman, Sharry Swann;  June 14 
Raewynn Bye, Dwayne Nelson;  June 15 Cynthia Frederick;  June 16 Grace Miller, June 17 Pat Evans, Blake 
Holst, Paul Skoug;  June 19 Paige Carter; June 20 John Henke, Melissa Wright;  June 21 Chuck Leifeld, 
Sandy Ridgway;  June 22 Ross Nelson;  June 23 Tori Meline  June 25 Carol Johnson;  June 26 Myra Sjobeck;  
June 27 Josie Haugen; June 28 Tito Reyna 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

   1 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

2 

 

3 4 8:00 am  

AA meeting 
1:30 pm Care 
Team 

5  Pentecost & 
Confirmation 
9:30 am Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 

6 
 

7 9:30 am Bible   
Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

8 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 

7:00 pm choir 
rehearsal 

9 

         

10 11 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
8:00 am UMM 
breakfast  

 

12 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 
 
 

13  
 
 

14 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Trustees 
7:00 pm Crafting  

15 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
6:00 pm Potluck 
picnic 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

16   
 

17 
 

18 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

 

 

19  Father’s Day 

9:30 am  
Worship & Facebook 
Live 
 

20  21 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Ad Council 
7:00 pm Crafting  

22 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
6:00 pm Potluck 
picnic 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

23 
 

24 
 

25 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

26 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
  
 
 

27  28 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

29  10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
6:00 pm Potluck 
picnic 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

30  
 

� 
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