
1 

phone: 651.439.1880 
office@fumcstillwater.com 
813 W. Myrtle Steet  
Stillwater , MN 55082 

APRIL 2022 

Pastor’s Dan’s thoughts, 
 
Over the last several weeks and months one of the things that has offered comfort, during what 
has at times felt like chaos for our family have been the comforting words and message found 
in hymns and songs that continually offer the assurance of God’s presence, care, hope, life, 
love, and grace. Many a day and night I have found myself singing lyrics such as: 
 

“What a friend we have in Jesus,” 
“He touched me, O he touched me, and O the joy that floods my soul…” 

“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound…” 
“It is well with my soul.” “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, and the things 

of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.” 
 

As the celebration of Easter fast approaches, I find comfort in the words of another familiar hymn which I 
think we should sing and proclaim more often than we do. 

 

He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? 
He lives within my heart. 

Gracious Loving God! 
 

This Easter will be my last Sunday at First United Methodist Church – Stillwater serving as your 
pastor. The past four years have truly been a blessing in so many ways to our lives and we are 
so thankful for the journey and life shared, friendships made, for times of worship, connecting 
as Gods’ family and how we have been wrapped in God’s love by you. The next part of the 
journey we go knowing that the Good news message of Easter, that Christ is Risen…that he lives 
today is a message that binds all of us together as Beloved Children of God who have hope in 
this life and the life to come because He Lives! 
Thank you all so much. Know that I will be holding you in prayer as you turn your eyes to Jesus, 
lean into God’s grace and love, and seek to live fully into the promises that God has for you as 

 

YOU WRAP ALL PEOPLE IN GOD’S LOVE! 
 

Gracious Loving God!  
Pour out your spirit upon your children and fellow companions on this journey. 

Embrace each of them with the richness of your grace and love  
and may they in turn reflect you and your love to all the world so that your light will shine! 

Amen! 
   
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Pastor Dan   
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Holy Week Worship April 10th – 17th 
You are invited to join several worship experiences during Holy 
Week that will begin on Sunday April 10th with a Community Palm 
Sunday worship and Palm Parade across the Lift Bridge.  

We celebrate with crowds waving palm branches and singing Hosanna, remembering Jesus’ entry into the 
city of Jerusalem.  On Holy / Maundy Thursday, April 14th, we will remember the events that took place in 
the small upper room as Jesus gathered his disciples together and broke bread with them, and as we cele-
brate Holy Communion.  On Good Friday you are invited to a Tenebrae service where we recall the last 
moments in which Jesus gave up his life for us.  
 

April 10th – Palm Sunday worship at 10:00 am (We will meet at the Lift Bridge) 

April 14th – Holy / Maundy Thursday at 7:00 pm (celebrating Holy Communion) 

April 15th – Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 12:10 pm 

Easter Sunday Celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection 

Please join us on Sunday, April 17th as we celebrate the Good News of Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sun-
day.  There are a couple of opportunities for you to be able to join us for worship.   

6:30 am - Sunrise Service 

9:30 am - Easter Worship 

 

FIRST UNITED FINANCE SUMMARY 3-20-22 
After very low General Fund receipts in January, February pledged/non-pledged 
income was good and YTD ($34,497) is on target. We already know that March 
will be a good month based on first counting. Contributions to Capital Fund 
were low at $2,160 YTD but this is to be expected and we are confident that we 
will catch up at end of year.  
 

Mark Ridgway is our new Treasurer and with the help of Wilma, he is now generating all reports, paying in-
voices, and balancing checkbook.  All funds are in good shape and apportionments paid in full.   
 
Based on bids, Trustees estimate that the soffit and eves project will cost about $15-16,000 and will  be com-
pleted spring or early summer.  There is $14,101 in Capital Fund and $14,860 in Capital Loan Fund for a to-
tal of $28,961.  The Finance Committee recommends that money to pay for this project should come from 
the Capital Fund/Capital Loan Fund, no additional loan needed.  Tom will present more detailed cost infor-
mation at the next Ad Council meeting.   
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EXCITING NEWS:  COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP  
starting  April 3rd 
With our new coffee bar ready and waiting, we are going to begin serving coffee before 
church on Sunday mornings. 
We need cooperation on utilizing covered cups or mugs for this plan.  We are hoping 
you will bring your owncovered mug or purchase the church logo mugs available for 
sale. The cost for those is $14. We are establishing a coffee service team who will be 
willing to help with this fellowship task.  Please contact Dorene Hauser, Ann Haraldson 
or Linda Ash if you can be on our rotating schedule.  Coffee time had been special in 
our church fellowship and we are excited to return to this.   
We need a team of volunteers to work this area of fellowship. If you are interested in helping once a 

month or more often, this is what the task would involve:  
1.  Prepare coffee at least 45 minutes before the service, fill the airpots to put ton 
the coffee bar in  Narthex, and display the little signs that state what is in each pot.  
2.   Help serve at the coffee bar in the narthex for about 30 minutes before church. 
3. Clean up the coffee bar and wash out pots after the service. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP, so please prayerfully consider volunteering. 

Contact Dorene Hauser at drhauser81@gmail.com 
Ann Haraldson at annharaldson@gmail.com 
 

 
WELCOME TABLE & LOWER ENTRANCE LEVEL NEED GREETERS 
 
If you would be willing to greet new visitors and members at the Welcome Table on Sunday morning we 
would be grateful.  This mission to greet and welcome people is an essential part of our growth as a con-
gregation. The task is quite easy and is a short term commitment.   
 
We also need volunteers for the lower lobby area.  This is becoming a 
busy area on Sunday mornings and the need for a greeter in that area is 
important.  Please consider signing up at the information center to help 
with these tasks.   
Please contact Kathleen Ramsay at 612-219-0951 kkramsay@yahoo.com 
Ann Haraldson at 651-323-4513  annharaldson@gmail.com    
 
 

BOOKS, BOOKS & OTHER STUFF 
 
As I prepare for a return to the Dakota’s Annual Conference and a new position serving the church I dear-

ly love, I decided it was time to reduce the number of books in my library. (Truth is, 
most pastors do this every time they make a move).  A table with books: including De-
votions, Bibles, Studies, Worship Resources, and other items will be available for you to 
browse, claim, share etc.  These are free for your taking.  If you would like to make a 
donation for any of the items, I would ask that it would go to UMCOR (The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) designated for the Ukraine.    ~Dan 
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MARCH -  THIS MONTH IN MISSION 
    Please call Linnea Shinn at 651-354-4999 with any questions 
 
Our mission for April is we are collecting underwear and socks for all 
ages and sizes for Valley Outreach!  It is always a big hit and the need is 
still great! The donations can be placed in the grey bins on the Mission 

Shelves in our Fellowship Hall.  Thank you everyone for your support.    
 

 
PRAYER BOARD IN THE NARTHAX 
Prayers are an important part of being a follower of Jesus and leading a life as He taught us to live. 
The prayer board is a means to cultivate a practice of lifting ourselves and outhers before God in prayer. 
 
Take a square card. 
Using the blank side, write your personal prayer need or joy. 
Place your card, with logo side facing you in one of the heart frames. 
 
FYI- A member of the church prayer team will collect the prayer cards each week and email them to the 
FUMC office.  They then will be emailed to each member of the prayer team.  Each prayer is respectfully 
treated with confidentiality.  We hope this will be a blessing to you.  In the drawer there are daily prayer ide-
as for you to take home to use� 
 
If you would like to be on the church email prayer group, please call the church office. Monica will add your 
email address to receive our weekly Joys and concerns, and other prayer requests. 
In the drawer there are daily prayer ideas for you to take home to use� 
 

 
EASTER GIVING OPPORTUNITY 
 
For many years the Worship Committee has put out an appeal for people to put money toward Easter flow-
ers, and giving names of loved ones in memory or honor. With what is happening in Ukraine this year, it is 
felt that the appeal from UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) needs support by our congrega-
tion. UMCOR has a wonderful reputation and is often one of the first on hand and last to leave many disas-
ters. It is a safe and appropriate way to donate money. 
 
Our Missions and Worship Committees are recommending that from now through 
Easter each of you consider a generous donation to UMCOR. Please write the check 
out to FUMC with UMCOR written on the memo line. This will also be the Mission of 
the Month Offering for April. There will be no church-wide appeal for flowers this 
year as that will be taken care of in other ways. 

 
SCRIP  
Scrip is available! Orders can be placed at Sunday worship services or anytime by email 
to benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. Payment for email orders can be dropped off at the church 
during office hours. Scrip doesn't cost, it pays! 
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Dear church friends, 

We want to thank all of you for the cards, prayers, visits, and flowers dur-
ing my recovery from when I broke my hip. All of your kindness helped in 
so many ways. Ernie and I also want to thank everyone for the delicious 
meals. What a treat!       Your friends, Kathy and Ernie Jones 

MUSIC   JOYFUL NOISE 

Calling all lovers of Handel’s Messiah, “Hallelujah Chorus”! Please join the Chancel Choir in singing on 
Easter Sunday! You are welcome to just walk up and sing with us on Easter Morning during the 
9:30am worship service, rehearse once with us at 8:50am on Easter Sunday, or join us anytime at 
7pm on Wednesday evenings. If you come on Wednesdays, we will sing it first and it will not take 
much of your time. Let’s celebrate Resurrection Day with this joyful music! Please contact Gaye 
Fisher, Music Director, if you need additional information. 

 
Chancel Choir & Open Circle are praying about restructuring our church year! Depending on the approval 
and preference of the Administrative Council and our new pastor, we are contemplating singing through-
out the summer months. We would take our hiatus right after Christmas when weather tends to be 
snowy and unpredictable and our “Snow Birds” fly away. We would reconvene around Ash Wednesday to 
begin preparations for Easter music. So pray with us and be open to Summer Choir & Open Circle 2022! 
 
UMM   
 

Join the United Methodist Men for a monthly devotion, breakfast, discussion, and 
fellowship. The meeting on April 9th will be at the Lowell Inn at 8 am. Contact the 
church office at office@fumcstillwater.com to join the UMM mailing list. 

 
WINNERS CIRCLE  
April Winners’ Circle Meeting 
Our plan for April is to enjoy fellowship at a belated annual Luncheon. We will gather at Lake Elmo Inn 
on Thursday, April 14th at 11:00am.  This is a tentative plan as the restaurant was not open when the 
newsletter deadline needed to be met).  We will give you further details as soon as all is secured.  We 
want you to put it on your calendar so we can have a good turn out for this time together. 
Ann and Vicki 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Apr.1 Sharon Speich;  Apr. 3 Ron Roberts; Apr. 4 Sandy Garvin; Apr. 5 Toni Harvey, Earle Kask, Katie 
Leifeld;  Apr. 6 Montana Miller, Spencer Roll;  Apr. 8 Margaret Tulgren;  Apr. 12 Ryan Bastyr;  Apr. 16 Kiel 
Auer, Olivia Meline; Apr. 21 Jim Calvin, Katelynn Wright; Apr. 22 Alan Butterfield;  Apr. 23 Vicki Ander-
son, Alexander Eitzman, Jessica Hibberd;  Apr. 25 Keith Wright;  Apr. 30 Ashley Anderson. 

APRIL  
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES – MARCH 29,22  

The meeting was called to order by Ben Jackson who opened with a devotion and prayer.  
Twenty-six people attended the meeting. 
 
District Superintendent, Susan Nienaber introduced Mike Dyrdahl, a newly retired pastor 
who will be serving this church as an interim until the new appointee arrives beginning in 
July.  Each person introduced him/her self to Mike.  He is looking forward to serving our 
church in the next few months.  
 
A Memo of Understanding was signed by Amy Gustafson, SPRC chair which works out the details of pay-
ment .  Pastor Dan will be leaving right after Easter and will be serving as an interim pastor in a church in 
Rapid City and then will be serving in that District as their Superintendent.  
 
Tom Ash, Trustees Chair, announced that the soffitts and fascia on the outside of the church will be repaired 
and repainted this summer. 
 
Finance Report = Jim Nelson said that as of now we are on track and apportionments are paid.   
 
There was a discussion about safety in the building and the need to review several areas of how we can be 
prepared for emergencies in a number of ways.   
 
Matthew Bader, Youth Director announced that for now the youth will be meeting in homes hosted by 
church members.  The youth are hoping to upgrade the youth room in the months ahead. 
 
Gaye Fisher, Choir Director announced that there is a discussion underway that because of our MN winters, 
and the age of our choir members and congregation it is being considered that the choir sing from Palm Sun-
day through Christmas with special music during the service from Christmas until Palm Sunday.  
 
The idea of a garage sale at the church was briefly discussed and no action was taken because of lack of inter-
est at this time. 
The congregation will be contacted concerning a Farewell on Easter Sunday for Pastor Dan and Monica.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday April 26 at 7:00 pm    Submitted by Mary Harcey 

YOUTH COUNCIL  
The Youth Council works directly with our Youth Director, Matthew Bader.  It is created to provide sup-
port, guidance and advocacy for him and our youth.  The Youth Council supports the Youth Director with 
initiatives that encourage faith formation, programs and activities which integrate youth into the life of the 
church community and coordinate outreach efforts to the people of Stillwater and beyond.  If you would like 
to be part of this support, please contact Matthew through the church office.  
 

TECH TEAM STILL NEEDS HELP 
We are looking for help with our Sunday service and Live streaming.  Our Tech Team will train you on the 
specific equipment. ie: Camera, Computer or Sound person. Our tech person will also assist you during the 
worship service until you are proficient and comfortable using the equipment. Contact Bruce Clark 651 
4398518. Thank you for considering one or more of the positions. Open to anyone, all ages. 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

 
 
 

  
               

   1 
 

2 8:00 am AA 

meeting 
 

 3 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
11:40 am Lenten 
Study 

4  5 9:30 am Bible   
Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

6 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Open Circle 

 rehearsal 

7 

6:30 pm Lenten 
Study 

8 9 8:00 am AA 

meeting 
8:00 am UMM 
breakfast  

 

10 Palm 
Sunday 
10:00 am lift 
bridge  palm 
parade 
 

11  
 
 

12 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Trustees 
7:00 pm Crafting  

13 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

14  11:00 am 

Winners’ Circle            
7:00 pm 
Maundy Thurs 

15 
12:10 pm 
Good Friday 
Tenebrae  

16 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

 

 

17 Easter 
6:30 am Sunrise 
9:30 am  
Worship & 
Facebook Live 
 

18 6:30 pm 

Youth Council 

19 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

  

20 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

21 
1:30 pm Caring 
Ministries 
6-9 pm Maple 
Strings dress 
rehearsal  

22 
 

23 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
1:00 pm Maple 
Strings  Recital 

24 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
  
 

25   26 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

27 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

28 
 

�29 
 

 
 

30 8:00 am 

AA meeting 

       

APRIL 2022                      


