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phone: 651.439.1880 
office@fumcstillwater.com 
813 W. Myrtle Steet  
Stillwater , MN 55082 

MARCH 2022 

_________________________________________________________ 
Pastor Dan’s Pondering 

 
As I write this, just a day ago we experienced temperatures in the 40’s and may have felt that “Spring is 
just around the corner” only to have those thoughts dashed as a storm with estimates of as much as 10 
inches of snow was coming our way over the next two of days.  In the liturgical year of the church, we 
are approaching the season of Lent, which begins on March 2nd, Ash Wednesday.   
 
Though we may still have snow on the ground and could experience more winter storms,  
 the season of Lent in ways coincides with the idea of spring. It  calls to mind new life, growth, hope, and 
change while seeking a closer, deeper and even a restoration in our relationship with God through a time 
of study, prayer, sacrifice, penance  while opening ourselves to the God’s free gifts of grace and love.  
 
…just as Nature renews herself every spring, during the Church’s spring we are encouraged to begin anew. We 
prepare for the renewal of our baptism, we suffer with Christ for our sins, we are buried with Him so that we may 
also arise with Him to a new life of grace and glory. (Therese Mueller, Our Children’s Year of Grace) 
 
The word Lent is the shortened form of the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means “Spring Season.”  It 
is a reminder that we are to prepare for the new growth and life we can experience and come to know 
in the Resurrection of Jesus.   
 
Our lives can be constantly filled with busyness, stress, and the need to go, do and to fill our schedules 
full.  This Lent I want to challenge each of us to take a different approach, to seek a new pace, to re-
evaluate our priorities so that we might grow in our relationship with God.  So where do we begin?  On 
Ash Wednesday, we encourage people to confess their lives, so begin by being transparent to God.  Take 
some time every day to simply be still, to be silent, to abide in God’s loving embrace.  Treat this as a daily 
break from the frantic, anxiety-filled internal and external world that we live in.  Though it may feel un-
comfortable, at times may even feel inconvenient, truth is we all need time to BE with God, embraced by 
God, cared for by God, assured by God and to know that God loves us. 
 
In Christ’s Love 
 
Pastor Dan 
 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
As we begin this Lenten Season you are invited to join us either at the 
church or on Facebook live on March 2nd at 6:30 pm for our Ash Wednesday 
service.   This will be a time of reflection.     
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LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES AND STUDY 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus Taught 
 
This Lenten season you are invited to join in a worship series and Study opportunities on 
the Lord’s Prayer.  Many of us have prayed the Lord’s prayer but all too often the richness, 
beauty, meaning and power of this prayer Jesus taught us gets lost.  Through out Lent our 
study based on Adam Hamilton’s book The Lord’s Prayer, we will come to really know and 
really pray the prayer.  We will explore each prayer line and its meaning in the Bible, illuminating what we ask of God 
and what we are asking of ourselves through its words.  Hamilton wants to teach us how to use this prayer as a pattern 
for our own prayer life.   
There are two opportunities for you to join in our study.  Sunday mornings at the church, following worship at 
10:40 starting March 6th.  Thursday evening on Zoom at 6:30 pm starting March 3rd.   
 
Worship schedule is: 

March 6th Our Father, Who Art in Heaven, Hallowed Be Thy Name 
March 13th Whose Will Be Done? 
March 20th Our Daily Bread 
March 27th Forgive…As We Forgive 
April 3rd And Lead us, Not into Temptation 

        April 10th For THINE Is the Kingdom, Power and Glory 
 

 
LENT AND EASTER PREPARATIONS FOR THE ALTAR AREA 
 
Lent begins on March 5th this year.  During the season of Lent, we are led to a time of 
contemplation of our relationship with God, focusing on what distances us from His 
blessings and love.  We often become more aware of our shortcomings and failures but always look forward 
to Easter with new hope.  Our Altar will reflect a stark look during the Lenten season this year.  There will 
also be a wooden cross with bundles of sticks on it representing dryness, brokenness and death.  On Easter 
that cross will be transformed by covering it with butterflies which will represent the gift we are given through 
Christ’s death and resurrection.  This embodies the joy, release, and rebirth we experience at Easter.  
 

FLAG LOCATION 

Perhaps some of you may have noticed. Our American Flag has been removed from the altar area during Lent/
Easter and Advent/Christmas and placed on the stage in the Klaus Fellowship Hall. For many years, even centu-
ries, men and women have fought and died defending our American flag. This flag gives all of us the right to 
worship God freely as we so choose.  I believe the American flag should remain in the altar area at all times 
and that our flag should never be a distraction to worship God.  Likewise, I believe it makes absolutely no 
sense to remove it during the two most Holy times of the Christian Year, Lent and Advent. However, the 
practice of removing our flag has been taking place for years at First Methodist, and many parishioners are not 
even aware of its being taken away.  Some people’s reasons for not displaying the Flag include: [1] displaying 
the flag is contrary to the doctrine of Separation of Church and State: [2] there is not enough room in the altar 
area during the Holy Seasons.  I do not believe these are valid reasons to have the flag removed.  Please voice 
your opinion by contacting the Lay Leaders of our church.  Greg Hartman - gkhartman218@gmail.com, Diane 
Jackson - benj.w.jackson@comcast.net, Jason Haugen – haugens1230@gmail.com,  This issue will be brought 
up by the Administrative Council later this year and prior to Advent.   
Submitted by Jim Calvin - jcalvin933@gmail.com 
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MARCH -  THIS MONTH IN MISSION 
    Please call Linnea Shinn at 651-354-4999 with any questions 
 
Our mission for March is a repeat from last year!  We are collecting un-
derwear and socks for all ages and sizes for Valley Outreach!  It was a big 
hit and the need is still great!  We are hoping all you bargain hunters out 

there will come through for us!  The donations can be placed in the grey bins on the Mission Shelves in our 
Fellowship Hall.  Thank you everyone for your support.   Thanks for the cans of soup on Souper Bowl Sun-
day! We collected over 4 huge boxes full of soups that the Harcey’s brought over to Valley Outreach and 
lastly, thank you for the beautiful sheet sets, bedding and donations of money for Emma Norton Services this 
past January and February! 
 

PORCH PIE DAY IS MARCH 14TH. 
The Welcome Team is asking for your help to make or purchase a pie.  
We hope that you will give the pie or a piece of it to someone in need 
in our community, a friend, or someone  you know who is looking for a 
church home. We have pie plates available in the narthex area at church 
for you to pick up for your use.  There is a set of directions and cards 
that you can include when delivering. A big thank you comes from Ann Haraldson and 

Kathleen Ramsay if you participate in the outreach project. 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
Coffee Fellowship will start up soon and we are hoping for mid March.  We need volunteers to set this up 
each Sunday Morning and to clean up after.  We also need volunteers to greet people at the WELCOME  
TABLE.  This is a very easy/short task but necessary to greet new people who enter our church. If you are 
interested in helping with this, please contact me or the church office.  Ann Haraldson  
Attention all you coffee lovers!  Remember when we gathered around and “caught up” with each other 
over a cup of coffee after worship? (pre-covid) Coffee has been that one staple that many of us have missed 
over the past 2 years. It’s time we re-establish it. If you are interested in how we can start organizing and set-
ting up for our favorite “cup of joe” again, contact Dorene Hauser at drhauser81@gmail.com. I will hold a 
meeting in March to discuss how we can bring caffeination back to our church! 

 
SCRIP  
Scrip is available! Orders can be placed at Sunday worship services or anytime by email 
to benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. Payment for email orders can be dropped off at the church 
during office hours. The fourth quarter Scrip earnings totaled  $420.09.  Scrip doesn't cost, it 
pays! 

 
CARING MINISTRIES  TEAM  
Would you like to donate one hour per month with no meetings?  
The Caring Ministries Team welcomes your help.  We would appreciate assistance with 
one of our four ministries.  This team reaches out to our congregation by providing meals 
to those in need, making and delivering soup, writing cards for support, and walking with 
those that are grieving.  There is much need!  If interested, please contact Linda Ash or the church of-
fice.  The regular meeting of the Caring Ministries Team is on Thursday, March 10th at 1:30 pm-in person and 
on Zoom. 
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Church family,  
I want to thank everyone for the prayers, phone calls and cards I received 
while I was recovering. I am slowly improving and I thank you. I miss com-
ing to church. Dorothy Reeves 
 

Dear friends,  
I am so blessed and filled gratitude for the incredible love and support that you have given me over the 
years-what great friends you have been. And as I travel on yet another journey toward health, I have been 
overwhelmed by the outpouring of love that you have shown me! The cards, the well wishes, the calls, the 
prayers- you are my army of prayer warriors and I so appreciate you! The finish line may be weeks ahead, 
but I move forward one step at a time, knowing that I am wrapped in God’s love and surrounded by 
YOU!   My journal can be found on CaringBridge.org-Vicki Anderson 
 

MUSIC            JOYFUL NOISE 
The Chancel Choir is planning to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s Messiah on Easter 
Sunday! We invite everyone who has ever sung this piece or who has ever dreamed of singing 
this piece to join us. You are welcome just to walk up and sing with us on Easter Morning during 
the 9:30am worship service (we will probably run through it at our normal time of 8:50am on 
Sundays). However, if you want to rehearse with us, we will begin rehearsing this piece EVERY 

Wednesday at 7:45pm beginning on March 9th. You are welcome to come and rehearse just this ONE 
song. Let’s celebrate Resurrection Day with this joyful music! Please contact Gaye Fisher, Music Director if 
you need additional information. 

 
CALLING ALL BELL RINGERS! 
Rehearsals for the Rivertown Ringers will be starting up again on Wednesday March 
9th at 6:00 pm. See you all soon! 
 

 
UMM   
 

Join the United Methodist Men for a monthly devotion, breakfast, discussion, and 
fellowship. The meeting on March12th will be at the Lowell Inn at 8 am. Contact 
the church office at office@fumcstillwater.com to join the UMM mailing list. 

 
WINNERS CIRCLE March 10th at10:00 am  
We will hope to meet in person at church.  We have a service project to work on for Lily Lake Elemen-
tary.  The three blankets need to be cut and tied.  Bring your scissor for cutting fabric.  We will have  a 
wonderful time as we get to be together for fellowship.  Working together is so important as we move 
into new leadership for our church. 
 
Our program will be a podcast by Breene Brown and Kate Bowler. They will share Information on how we 
can embrace and value positivity during times of change. Vicki will host the program via ZOOM from her 
home, and we will either meet in person  at church or use the Zoom link set up.  Hopefully we can do 
both ideas. Looking forward to seeing all who are interested. Ann and Vicki   
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HELP NEEDED WITH SUNDAY SERVICES 

We have an URGENT need to train more people in how to use of our technical 
equipment (Camera System, Worship Computer, Sound Board).  At the present time 
we only have 1 person for each of the 3 positions.  We are looking for men, women, 
and teenagers to help fill out our tech team.  Below is a brief description of each or the 
three positions we seriously need your help with. 
 

Camera Person:  The camera operator will operate the 3 cameras in the sanctuary or display 
the information from the computer.  The 3 cameras are easy to reposition by either the pre-set 
camera position or the joy-stick to control the camera position.  The camera person also selects 
which of the 3 cameras or the computer information that is sent to the Facebook Live stream. 
 
Computer Person:  The computer person will operate the user-friendly software to display the 
words to the hymns, scripture, congregational response, and occasionally downloaded videos to 
the screen located at the front of the sanctuary.  This information is also available to our Face-
book Live stream, which the camara person will select as needed.  You may also be asked, to as-
sist with pulling the various information into the user-friendly software.   
 
Sound Person:  The sound person controls the various microphones used during the worship 
service.  The sound system is fairly easy to use.  Once you understand how to operate one micro-
phone, you can operate any of the microphones plugged into the sound board.  You will also be 
shown how to set up microphones and music stands for the worship service. 
 

We are looking for anyone who has an interest in helping with our Sunday service and Facebook Live stream-
ing.  Our experienced Tech Team will train you on the specific equipment.  The tech person will also assist 
you during the worship service until you are proficient and comfortable using the equipment. 
If you have any questions or would like to volunteer to assist with our worship service, please contact Bruce 
Clark (651-439-8518). Thank you for considering one or more of the positions. 
 
The Tech Team 
 
 

Mar. 4 Angela Schmid;  Mar. 5 Nancy Clark;  Mar. 8 James White, Patrick White;  Mar. 9 Dave Swanson;  
Mar. 12 Kassie Krinke;  Mar. 14 Janna Meline Mar. 16 Randy Darling, Kim Salmela;  Mar. 17 Lisa Bevens;  Mar. 
18 Marie Bauer;  Mar. 24 Philip Eitzman,  Mar. 26 Larry Ehret,   Mar. 27 Sally Chrystal, Matt Leifeld;  Mar. 29 
Ron Schoenecker;  Mar. 30 Kelsey Niethammer;  Mar. 31 Adam Anderson, Kevin Leines. 
 

MARCH  
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THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL  

* February 15, 2022 with the new chairman, Ben Jackson presiding.   

* Sixteen people were present.  Ben opened with prayer and devotion.  

* Brad Gustafson was welcomed as a new member of the Trustees. 

* Jim Nelson reported that finances remain solid at this point. 

* Mark Ridgeway was welcomed as our new Treasurer. The financial report is part of the official minutes.  

*Amy Gustafson, chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee reported on the committee’s work on the 
transition to a new minister in July.  She has prepared a profile based on a survey that about 30 people re-
sponded to.  The committee has met with two District Superintendents in an initial meeting and will be hear-
ing more as the Cabinet decides on recommendations. 
* Worship Report: Gaye Fisher submitted a written report: 

 Ash Wednesday service on March 2 at 6:30 pm.  
 A Palm Sunday Parade will take place at the old bridge like last year, with several more churches tak-
ing part this year.  This will happen at 10:00 am on Palm Sunday.  A pre-recorded church service will be avail-
able to those not taking part.  
 A Maundy Thursday service will also be in person and live streamed.  Time to be determined.   
 A Good Friday Tenebrae service will be on Friday April 15. 
 Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 6:30 and regular service at 9:30. 
 
*Trustees: Tom Ash reported that the Trustees are taking bids to paint the trim on the outside of the church 
building and replace some of the well worn plywood with metal to match the rest of the building. 
 
* Display of Flags in Sanctuary – The Lay Leadership team of Diane Jackson, Greg Hartman and Jason Haugen 
are available to church members in regards to preferences about the display of flags.  Final decisions will 
come after a new Pastor arrives.  
 
* Coffee in the Gathering Space: Not yet recommended but will be looking for people willing to prepare and 
serve coffee when the time comes.  Cost and supplies are to be considered.  
 
* Outreach:  Chair of Outreach, Bonnie Haines is working on many ideas to help our church become more 
known in the community.  Stay tuned. 
 
* Mission:  The Mission of the Month for March is new socks and underwear for Valley Outreach. They have 
a matching grant for up to $5,000 so money is always welcomed to help reach that goal.  On-going food do-
nations are always accepted. 
 
All donations can be placed in the shelves in the Fellowship Hall.  Money can be turned into the office.     

Submitted by Mary Harcey 
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 
 
 

  
               

1  9:30 am Bible   
Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

Ϯ�10:30 am  Knitters 

6:30 pm Ash Wed, 
service 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

3 
6:30 pm Lenten 
Study 

4 
 

5 8:00 am AA 

meeting 
 

 6  9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
11:40 am 
Lenten Study 

7 6:30 pm 

Youth Council   
8 9:30 am Bible   
Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  
 

9 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Open Circle 

 rehearsal 

1010:00 am 

Winners’ Circle            
1:30 pm Care 
Team      
 6:30 pm Lenten 
Study 

11 12 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
8:00 am UMM 
breakfast  

 
 

13  9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live  
11:40 am 
Lenten Study 

14  
 
 

15 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Trustees 
7:00 pm Crafting  

16 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

17   
6:30 pm Lenten 
Study 

18 
 
 

19 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

 

 

20 9:30 am  

Worship & 
Facebook Live 
11:40 am 
Lenten Study 

21 1:00 pm 

New Beginning 
Circle   

22 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

23 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

24 
6:30 pm Lenten 
Study 

25 
 

26 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

27 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
11:40 am 
Lenten Study 

  

28   29 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

30 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
7:00 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

31 
6:30 pm Lenten 
Study 

  

� 
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