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phone: 651.439.1880 
office@fumcstillwater.com 
813 W. Myrtle Steet  
Stillwater , MN 55082 

JANUARY 2022 

___________________________________________________________ 
Pastor Dan’s Pondering: 

As 2021 comes to a close and we prepare to welcome in 2022, I’ve been reflecting on how unusual and un-
precedented the last two years have been.  We have experienced a time that has challenged us personally; as 
families, as communities, and as churches.  Many of us have journeyed through this difficult period that has 
taken its toll on many levels including our physical and emotional health, socially, financially, politically, as well 
as spiritually.  Through it all I am thankful that our God remains unchanged, steadfast, trustworthy and a ref-
uge for us in these turbulent times and all of life.  May we seek to live faithfully in our covenant with God. 
 
Over the next few days many people will seek to make New Years Resolutions.  If you are like me many of 
those resolutions will become a fleeting memory within a few weeks.  My prayer is that one of the resolutions 
we would all make is to deepen our relationship with God. 
 
In 1775, John Wesley introduced a covenant service in which Methodists would take time for self examina-
tion, reflection, dedication, and renewal of their covenant with God.  According to Wesley’s journal, though 
this service was held on various occasions throughout the year, by the end of his life the service was typically 
observed on the Sunday nearest January 1st.  As we begin this New Year, I would invite you as a part of a 
New Year resolution to make a commitment to RENEW your covenant with God. 
 
Wesley offered a prayer that describes the life of a participant with Christ in his mission.  It was a practical 
description of what Jesus was talking about when he said, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and daily follow me” (Luke 9:23).  The prayer describes missional life de-
voted to following Jesus and serving as Christ’s representative in the world he loves and is working to re-
deem.  It tells us that being a Christian is more a way of life than a system of beliefs.  The Covenant prayer 
describes the Jesus way of self-giving and self-emptying love.  I invite you to embrace the Wesley Covenant 
prayer into your heart and life. 

 
“I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 
exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen! 
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BECOMING SPIRITUAL 
CHAMPIONS 

In just a few weeks, much of the world will hope-
fully be tuning into the Winter Olympic Games.  
As many of the greatest athletes gather to com-
pete, we realize that the journey for many of 

these athletes, coaches, and teams over the last couple of years has been met with many unexpected inter-
ruptions, cancelations, and learning to train in new ways. Yet, because of great dedication, training, and per-
severance those who can will be participating in Olympic competition.   
 
Though things may not feel the same because of precautions to keep everyone safe, (including no fans from 
outside the host country of China allowed in the stands), many will be watching to see what surprises will 
occur. To see if an athletes story tugs at our heart strings, what a country’s medal count is, or as we witness 
athletes take their place on the podium and National Anthems are played, many will dream about what it 
takes to be an Olympic champion.  
 
Scripture is filled with Olympic themes and metaphors encouraging us to have the same commitment, dedica-
tion, determination, discipline, and perseverance as that of an athlete as we pursue becoming followers of 
Christ.    
 
Starting Sunday, January 30th we will begin a new Worship Series focusing on teachings and lessons that are 
meant to guide, train, and prepare us for our journey of faith to become the kind of Spiritual Champions God 
would have us be. These words from I Timothy 4:7b-10 are an encouragement to us as we pursue what it 
means for us to become Spiritual Champions. 
 
 “Train yourself in Godliness, for while physical training is of some value, 
  Godliness is valuable in every way, holding promise for both the present life 
     And the life to come.  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance.   

 For to this end we toil, and struggle, because we have our hope set on the  
 Living God who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.” 

 
I hope you enjoy the Olympics! 
 
 

JANUARY WORSHIP  
As we begin this New Year, here are some of the things we will be sharing and celebrating as we gather  
for worship. 
  
 Jan 2nd:  Sermon “Can We Have a New Year” recorded by Bishop Bard 
  
 Jan 9th:   Baptism of Jesus / Baptismal Renewal and Communion 
            
 Jan 16th:  Human Relations Sunday (Celebrating God’s servants and ministries) 

 
Jan 23rd:  The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry     
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JANUARY- THIS MONTH IN MISSION 

 
Please call Linnea Shinn at 651-354-4999 with any questions. 
 
 

Thank you, everyone, for your generosity!  The baby items and diapers we collected in November will be de-
livered to Hope for the Journey Home in January!  The $1265 worth of gift cards have been presented to the 
Lily Lake School teachers with much appreciation!  This has been an amazing reception for both these mis-
sions and we thank you so much.  Merry Christmas and Happy 2022!  
*Please see note received from one of the teachers in Monica’s office email: 

  “I'm not entirely sure who to direct this message to.  However, if you would be so kind to share this message with 
anyone and everyone who had something to do with the wonderfully generous gift card to Walmart I received from you 
in my mailbox at work the other day!  What an incredibly kind and thoughtful gesture from all of you.  I can't tell you 
how good it feels to be recognized and supported by the community.  I consider it a true gift to be able to work here in 
this wonderful school.  Every day is an opportunity to perhaps lift one's spirits, give hope to students and families, and 
just be there to walk along the side of others on this journey we call life.  All of us here at Lily Lake so grateful for the 
wonderful community relationships we have with organizations / churches like yours.  I wish all of you at First United 
Methodist Church a wonderful Christmas season, and exciting, positive New Year ahead.  Thank you again for thinking 
of me. Kyle Snyder” 
 

 

 
   YOUTH    
 
As we begin a new year and a new era of youth group for our church, I am filled 
with so much optimism and excitement for what the future holds. I am inviting all 

the youth to join us on Wednesday, January 5th (time to be announced later) for a time of gathering, talking 
about goals, and games. Everyone is always welcome, and invite a friend. On January 19th, I would like to 
meet with the youth and parents to talk about meeting regularly, summer mission trip potential, and other 
opportunities for our youth group. Thank you, Matthew Bader 
 

January 5 – New Year’s Goals 
 

January 12 – Visioning for the Future 
 

January 19 – Meeting with Youth & Parents 
 

January 26 – Covenant 
 
 

CARING MINISTRIES  TEAM 
Caring Ministries Team Welcomes Your Help 

Would you like to donate one hour a month to assist us with one of our four ministries? No meetings in-
volved! The Caring Team reaches out to our congregation by providing meals to those in need, making and 
delivering soup, writing cards for support, and walking with those who are grieving.  There is much need and 
our team would welcome YOUR help. If you are interested, please contact Linda Ash via email at 
Lidaash1@comcast.net.  
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  
FUMC 2021 Annual Budget:  $280,096 ($23,341/mo) Jim Nelson-Finance Chair 

Nov. 2021 Finances 

 

  *  Does NOT include: $28,298 PPP Loan/Grant received in March 

November was by far our best month of the year with pledged/non-pledged income totaling almost $35,000, double 
what we projected for the month. Contributions to the Capital Fund were great as well, we are at 83% of total pledged 
for 2021. The reason for excellent results is several members made year-end contributions from their IRAs, donor ad-
vised funds, brokerage accounts, etc. 
 

All funds are in good shape and apportionments paid in full and we have over $115,000 in the bank now.  Depending on 
December results we should be able to carry over $20,000+ balance in General Fund into 2022.   
 

The Stewardship campaign is now complete. $189,611 was pledged to the General Fund (6.1% increase over 2021) and 
$24,170 pledged to Capital Fund (4% increase).  61 members pledged to the General Fund and 41 to the Capital fund. 
Thank you to everyone who pledged!!   
 
 
SCRIP  
Scrip is available! Orders can be placed at Sunday worship services or anytime by 
email to benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. Payment for email orders can be dropped off at 
the church during office hours. The fourth quarter Scrip earnings totaled  $420.09.  
Scrip doesn't cost, it pays! 
 
 

 
 
Dear church family, 
I would like to thank you all for the heartfelt cards, flowers, visits and phone calls 
I received when I was in the hospital and recovering afterward. Your kindness has 
not gone unnoticed.  We are  thankful  there is Facebook service that enables us 
to attend church each week.   Thank you, Don Bishop 

 
Thank you to the congregation, Ad Council and finance committee for making my retirement extra spe-
cial. Also, thank you to Jim Nelson and Monica Basaker for their individual touches. We will enjoy the treats, 
gifts and gift cards while we are in Florida. Thanks, Wilma Terwilliger 
 
Part of a note from St. Croix Chaplaincy: Thank you for your generous support of $600.00 towards 
providing spiritual care to the healthcare and residential facilities that we serve. You help make this ministry 
possible. Rev. Bob Furniss 

  Nov ‘21 YTD 
2021 

2021 Budget Goal 

Total Income $39,547* $236,275 $257,510 

Expenses $23,229 $218,829   

Difference $16,318 $ 17,446   
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BRANDING TEAM 
T-SHIRTS AND TRAVEL MUGS  
are available by order. T-shirts for men and women are available 
in all sizes. We have an adequate supply of coffee travel mugs.   
Please see Linda Ash if interested 

 

 

MUSIC   JOYFUL NOISE 
Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals again on January 5th. Start your New Year off right! If 
you’ve ever considered joining the choir, 2022 is an excellent time to start! We are par-
ticularly looking for sopranos and tenors! However, all voice parts are wel-
come. You do not have to read music well, you do not have  
to be a “solo type” singer. You do not have to commit to every Sunday of 
the year.    We are a volunteer choir and ALL are wel-
come! 
 
 

UMM   
 

Join the United Methodist Men for a monthly devotion, breakfast, discussion, 
and fellowship. The meeting on January 8th will be at the Lowell Inn at 8 am. 
Contact the church office at office@fumcstillwater.com to join the UMM mail-
ing list. 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
Our Worship Committee would like to improve communication regarding worship services and other 
events at First United. We are hoping to develop a survey asking, “How do you get your church infor-
mation?” Is it the newsletter? The website? Facebook? Sunday Morning Announcements? Your small 
group interactions? Word of mouth? We hope you will also consider which way you would PREFER to 
get your information. Be looking for the survey in your email towards the end of the month (those with-

out digital access will receive the survey in the mail). 
 

 
ADVENT BEAUTIFICATION 
 
Thank you to all who contributed money for flowers, music or tree 

lighting. Many of you gave your gifts in memory of and in honor of loved ones.  These are people who we 
have been blessed to have in our lives.  We hold them dear in our hearts.  We as a church family and the 
community, enjoyed the trees in front of the church and the big tree on the west side of the church as 
they came to life with Christmas lights this year. The big evergreen tree was dedicated with a Christmas 
carol sing-a-long and a surprise proposal from John Burtzlaff to Linnea Shinn.  All of us who witnessed his 
proposal, cheered loudly and wished them happiness as we enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies. The Ad-
vent/Christmas season is very special and we hope this HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE  carry us through 
2022. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES – 12/14/21 
Frank and Vickie Anderson hosted a Christmas gathering at their house for members and 
spouses at 6:30 with a zoom meeting for those not attending at 7:30. 
 

The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Dan after he read a short reading about pre-
paring to welcome Jesus the Messiah in the midst of so much sadness and turmoil in our 
world.  As a devotion, Vickie Anderson read a children’s book about change.  
 
Finance Report: *Wilma Terwilliger reviewed the monthly report.   

*Ann Haraldson reported that the Winner’s Circle bake sale received $725.00 in a free will offering.  The 
money will be sent to UMCOR for tornado relief.    
 
 

*Jim Nelson reported the November offering was larger than usual partly because of the Tax Advantage pro-
gram that some of our members use.   
 
*Our pledges equaled about $190,000 this year with 61 pledges, up from 60 last year and about $30,000 
more pledged. Capital Fund is at about $24,000 with 41 pledges. It was felt the way the budget was presented 
this year was very helpful to people as they pledged.  
 
 

*Pastor Dan requested monies from Mission as a recognition of our hospital staff sponsored by the Hospi-
tal Chaplaincy program. With ongoing COVID issues, the entire staff is at burnout status and a thank you will 
be much appreciated.  Four hundred Tipsy Pies are being donated at cost. 
 
 

*Frank Anderson explained that we continue to have a Church Use Agreement for Cub Scout Pack 9135 
that has used our church for many years.  
 
 

*Ann Haraldson presented Wilma a card and gift in thanks and recognition of her 44 years as Church 
Treasurer.  Frank Anderson was also thanked with a card and gift for his leadership as Chairperson as he 
leaves that position.  We welcome Ben Jackson as our new chairperson.  
 

The next meeting is Tuesday, January 25 at 7:00.  

 
Jan. 2 Anita Carter, Mary Harcey;  Jan. 4 Ellen Campbell, Brett Keller, Alan Schakel; Jan. 7 Jacki Butterfield, 
Jenny Heaton, Sabrina Myrah;  Jan. 8 Joe Haines, Sarah Joyal;  Jan. 11 Myrtle Potter;  Jan. 12 Joe Hibberd;  Jan. 
17 Jackson Wright;  Jan. 21  Kathleen Ramsay;  Jan. 24 Lorraine Weber;  Jan. 26 Diane Petterson;  Jan. 27 
Amy Gustafson,  Allison Hibberd, Ernie Jones;  Jan. 29 Helen Torelle;  Jan. 30 Alan Salmela.  
 

JANUARY 
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 
 

  
               

    
 

1 8:00 am AA 

meeting 
 

 2  9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 

3  4 9:30 am Bible   
Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

5 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
6:30 pm Bells 
7:30 pm Open Circle 

 rehearsal 

6 1:30 pm 

Care Team            
7 8 8:00 am AA 

meeting 
8:00 am UMM 
breakfast  

 

9  9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live  
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11 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
7:00 pm Trustees 
7:00 pm Crafting  

12 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
6:30 pm Bells 
7:30 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

13   
10:00 am 
Winners’ Circle            

14 
 
 

15 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

 

 

16 9:30 am  

Worship & 
Facebook Live 

17 1:00 pm 

New Beginning 
Circle   
6:30 pm Youth 
Council 

18 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha 
Group 
7:00 pm Crafting  

19 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group 
6:30 pm Bells 
7:30 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

20 
 

21 
 

22 8:00 am 

AA meeting 
 

23 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 
 

24   25 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:30 am Martha’s  
7:00 pm Ad Council 
7:00 pm Crafting  
 

26 10:30 am Prayer 

Shawl Group  
6:30 pm Bells 
7:30 pm Choir 

rehearsal 

27 �28 
 

 
 

29 
8:00 am AA 
meeting 

30 9:30 am 

Worship  & 
Facebook Live 

31      
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