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phone: 651.439.1880 
email:  fumcstillwater@gmail.com 
813 W. Myrtle St. Stillwater 55082 
 

October 2021 

 
OCTOBER - THIS MONTH IN MISSION 

 
Thank you everyone for the 96 wonderful baking ingredients we 
collected in September!  Valley Outreach is very thankful!  
For October, we will be collecting hygiene products and personal items for 

Valley Outreach.  Examples include face scrub, body or hand lotion, deodorant, body wash, tampons, tooth-
paste, etc. You may place them in our Valley Outreach collection bins inside the Fellowship Hall. 
Also in October, we will be taking the hats, scarves, mittens, and blankets that we have collected to Lily Lake 
School.  Cooler weather is coming!  We will continue to collect these winter items and bring them to the 
school in December.  
Calling all mission minded people! Our small committee of 5 needs several new members to 
help create ideas and carry out those ideas. Our next meeting is October 19th at 5:00 pm. 
Please call Linnea Shinn at 651-354-4999 with the good news. 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE - COVID 
 

Worship Committee met by email and unanimously agreed that we should continue masking and social dis-
tancing until the Washington County Positive COVID Test Rates are under 5%. As of this writing the rate 
was 7%. This means we encourage social distancing and wearing masks in all parts of the church building ALL 
of the time.   What does this mean for the 175th Anniversary Celebration Meal? We will social distance to 
the best of our ability and have the expectation that if you are not actually eating (like going to get seconds 
or a to-go-box), you should be wearing your mask. 
The link below is still active and accurate if you would like to follow the positive COVID rates for Washing-
ton County and be reminded of our Bishop’s recommendations. 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishops-pastoral-letter-covid-precautions-amid-surge-in-cases-
15355956 
 

LITURGISTS 
 

We need liturgists to serve each Sunday! Please consider volunteering. We need active participants in wor-
ship and this is a great way to show our congregation and Facebook Live audience that it takes ALL of us to 
make meaningful worship happen. Contact me at gyhfisher@gmail.com or call the church office. 

 
CARING TEAM MINISTRIES    

 

The Caring Team supports members and friends of our congregation in times of trouble, ill-
ness, grief, or loneliness.  We do that by offering four ministries- A Meal Train, a Soup Minis-
try, multiple forms of Grief Support and a Card Ministry.  If you would like to assist us in any 
of these areas, please contact Linda Ash or the church office.  If you would like to join our 
Caring Team, please look on the website calendar or call the church office.  All are welcome. 
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 � � � ��� � � � � � 175th Celebration on October 10th  
 

October is upon us and that means that October 10th is just around the cor-
ner!  Worship on the 10th will be a grand event with several pastors from  our 
past joining us again, along with our District Superintendent, Susan Nienaber.   
 
There will be lots of music - Open Circle, Chancel Choir, Rivertown Ringers, 
Organ music and three types of dance.  We will bring back some worship elements from the past.  (When 
did you last sing the Gloria Patri?)  Expect a longer service than normal, after all, we have 175 years to cele-
brate!  It will not be 175 minutes, probably closer to 90 minutes.  
  
Following worship, there will be a video presentation of pictures from long ago to recent times.  These can 
be viewed from the Sanctuary, standing in the Gathering Space or on a television in the Fellowship 
Hall.  While many are viewing the pictures, you may wish to visit with friends or wander around the fellow-
ship hall checking out the variety of centerpieces that depict a part of our church's history. The noontime 
dinner will be served closer to 11:30. Remember, the meal is catered, no one will be asked to do the dishes 
following the meal. 

     
    Dinner reservations must be made by today, October 1st  
 

If you haven't purchased your tickets or made a reservation yet, you need to do so TODAY!  Pick up your 
phone and call Patsy Bellman at 651-500-8014. Masks should be worn from the time you enter the building 
until you are seated at the table and actually eating. Tables will be spread apart as far as possible.  When you 
are finished eating, and leave the table, masks will be worn once again. Thank you for helping us keep every-
one safe and Wrapping all People in God's Love. 
                 

October 3rd is Worldwide Communion Day 
 

Rev. Alan Hagstrom will be returning as one of our pastors from the past as part of the 175 Celebra-
tion.  He will be officiating communion and giving the sermon along with sharing his memories of his time 
spent with our congregation. 

Church Calendar Updates 
All Committee Chairs and meeting organizers are requested to notify the Church Office of meeting plans 
for inclusion on the FIRST UNITED website calendar. Regularly scheduled or recurring meetings can be 
mapped out several months in advance. Include Website Calendar in the subject line of your meeting infor-
mation message. Please include the following information regarding your meeting: 
 
Meeting title—When and where—Brief meeting description 
Thanks in advance for your help in keeping the calendar up to date. 

Worship Service Slides 
Announcements to be included on worship service slides should be submitted to Matthew 
Bader by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the corresponding Sunday worship service. Last 
minute submittal of material should be avoided. This will allow our Technical Team to be 
fully focused on set up rather than composition of projection material on Sunday morning. 
Thanks for your help with this communication ministry. 
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  A Look at Our More Recent Past 
 
The 1960's brought many new families to the congregation since the building 
stage was complete the focus was moved to programming.  Attendance grew at 
both worship services and in the Sunday School area.  Having both a sanctuary 
and a fellowship hall meant the fellowship hall no longer needed to be set up for 
worship every time a special event occurred. 
 
1961 brought with it a new tradition.  The third Wednesday every month became the night for Fellowship 
Dinners. Each family would bring a dish to share, and tables would be filled with hot dishes, salads, and des-
serts. Families were asked to contribute a quarter to cover the cost of milk and rolls. You also brought your 
own plates, cups, and silverware.  That way the circle who was hosting that month's dinner only had serving 
spoons and a few coffee pots to wash. Following each dinner there was a program. A different committee 
provided the program each month so there was quite a variety.  One month a missionary might be the guest 
speaker, another month a family might share slides of a special trip, another month it might be a play...  Every 
May was similar; graduating seniors would share their plans for the future, new members from throughout 
the year were special guests and didn't need to bring a dish to share, (others were told to bring extra,) and 
finally the AFS students from the high school were also special guests.  They provided the program by shar-
ing about their home country and their experiences here over the school year. 
 
The music program really expanded since the sanctuary was completed.  Memorial money was used to pur-
chase hand bells and a new bell choir was started. There were two children's choirs and then a motion choir 
was added.  You may be asking "What is a motion Choir?"  Come to the special celebration service on Oc-
tober 10 and you will see an example. 
 
Some of you will remember the pastors of the 60's - Perry Hultin, Leslie Drake, LeRoy Klaus, and Richard 
Jackson. The conference moved pastors around a lot, so no one stayed more that four or five years.  Perry 
had seen the church through both the building of the Education Unit and the planning and building of the 
sanctuary.  His skills were needed in Roseville where they were planning to build Centennial Methodist 
Church.  Les Drake was asked to be an associate pastor at Hamline.  LeRoy Klaus decided that after 41 
years in the ministry he should retire from full time ministry and work part time for the St. Croix Chaplaincy 
visiting residents at several of the nursing homes. When he retired, I'm sure he had no clue that he would 
return to us not once, but twice after that. In Richard Jackson's second year with us he asked that he be re-
lived of his duties here and LeRoy Klaus was asked by the conference to return to us until a new pastor 
could be assigned. 
 
The 1970's were also a time of more growth for the church.  Arthur Hill was the new young pastor in 1971, 
he brought many new ideas and lots of energy. He is also the pastor who stayed the longest - 13 years.  His 
youngest son started kindergarten in Stillwater and graduated from Stillwater High School.  Art was an ex-
cellent preacher and the sanctuary was full as our membership increased.  The music program remained 
strong and helped to enhance the worship experience.  Part way through Art's ministry here, the Sunday 
School time was changed from prior to worship, to during worship.  Families would worship together for the 
first 20 minutes and then, after Children's Time, the Sunday School was dismissed, and classes took place 
downstairs as worship continued.  Week after week folding chairs were needed at the back of the sanctuary 
until the children and teachers left leaving open places in the pews that people could move to.  A second 
service was added, but for the most part, the numbers remained small. It seemed most people preferred 
worshiping with the large group of mixed ages during the early service. As the membership and programing 
grew, so did the workload of the pastor.  In 1973 LeRoy Klaus has hired back part time as an associate and 
given the responsibility of visitation pastor.  LeRoy continued in this role for another ten years when, in his 
80's, he decided it has time to retire for the last time.                            
            Continued  >>>                                          
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Continued…..          

The church decided to present him the title of Minister Emeritus, in recognition 
of his many years of service to the church.  In 1979, the church expanded the 
staff again and hired the first youth director.  Jon Carson was a seminary stu-
dent and got the youth groups meeting once again. Two years later Patsy Bell-
man was hired as the second youth director.  Then, in 1983, Alan Hagstrom has 
hired quarter time as Minister of Education. 
 
With all this new staff, it was decided that the youth programing area should be expanded.  In the fall of 
1983, a new program was launched - The Wednesday Night Program. It started after school at 4:00 and con-
tinued until 7:30 for 4th - 12th graders. Children and youth could sign up for different classes according to 
their interests.  Parents and staff were recruited to teach things like knitting, woodworking, Be A Friend 
(walking to the Greeley Nursing Home and visiting with a resident there,) cake decorating, clowning, and the 
list went on.  There was time for children's choir, youth choir and a children's bell or chime choir.  Supper 
was prepared by parents who took turns two or three times a year, and then the evening concluded with a 
class time for each 3-year age grouping.  Wednesday nights were hopping!  But there was even more for the 
youth: 1982 was the year of the first Mountain T.O.P. work camp. Some of the older youth spent a week in 
the Boundary Waters on a canoe trip, and many of the younger youth canoed and camped on the upper St. 
Croix River. This is also the time when the first youth ski weekends occurred. Of course, you can't forget 
the annual fall youth retreat. Yes, programming had truly expanded. 
 
Other church activities also continued and expanded.  Boom Town continued taking place each November 
and involved the entire membership. UMW (United Methodist Women) were active and earned 5 Star 
recognition year after year.  There were women's circles and even a Women's Retreat for several 
years.  Some social groups included the Raggle Taggle Club, a Couple's Club and the Singlers Club.  
 
This was also an era when money and time were available to spend on beautifying the church.  The stained-
glass windows were added to the sanctuary.  First came the six small windows at the back of the sanctuary 
with sections of the cross and flame in each window.  Next came the five side windows where traditional 
Christian symbols are depicted. Then came the east window showing events in the life of Jesus and finally the 
west choir loft window shows our Methodist heritage of John and Charles Wesley and a circuit rider. The 
banner which hangs behind the cross was also added to give some color to the front of the sanctuary. The 
church was truly a busy place with committee meetings, activities, classes and groups meeting. 
 

 
BRANDING TEAM UPDATE  
 
The majority of our  new branding initiatives have been completed. 
The signage inside and outside is finished with the exception of the 
installation of new plexiglass in the outside sign. This should be done 
shortly.  Our new website is complete and all of our stationery and 
print media contains our new branding. New brochures are being de-
veloped to increase awareness of all that our church offers. The  
T-shirts are printed and available for sale in the Gathering Space for a 
price of $15. Our new travel mugs have been ordered and should be 
available for purchase on October 10th.   
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                      Board Briefs – September 28, 2021 
 
The Administrative Council was called to order by Frank Anderson.  Vickie Anderson 
led the group in prayer.  Kathleen Ramsay presented devotions and the memorable 
sentence was a quote, “When I die I hope I contributed more then I criticized.”  
Good words to live by. 
  

Jim Nelson reported that our expenses and income are getting closer together, and 
with everyone’s help we’ll be okay at the end of the year. 
 

Gaye Fisher reported that Washington County is still above 5% for Covid cases and masks will be re-
quired until it falls below 5%.  It is trending down at the moment.  
 

It was suggested that we remind people who want to maintain social distance that the Fellowship Hall 
and the gathering space are available following the service.  
 

The Stewardship Campaign will run from October 17th to November 14th with a variety of speakers 
and letters going out explaining the hows, whats and whys of the budget. 
 

Ben Jackson accepted the role of assembling a Nominations Committee for committee chairs and other 
positions for next year.  If anyone currently serving a  nominated position wants off of the position, 
please notify Ben and help by offering suggestions on who might take the position.  
 

Frank reminded the group that End of Year Reports are due soon. A Charge Conference will be held in 
December – to be announced.  
 

A fun new idea was presented called “The Country Store Revisited”. 
Look for more information in this newsletter. 
 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 26 at 7:00 pm.  

 
WINNERS’ CIRCLE  

 

Welcome Ladies to the Winners’ Circle where all are welcome. We schedule our 10:00 am meetings 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month September through June.  Except for December when we often 
have a bake sale!  In January we usually do a luncheon as a social outing together.   
 

This year the Winners’ Circle prayerfully considered how we could become more inclusive with our 
circle’s name.  Here is what we chose to use as an explanation of our name. 
 Women 
 Interacting 
 Networking 
 Nurturing 
 Each Other 
 Reaching Out in Love 
  Searching 
  For Our Love of God 
  For our Love of Life 
  For Our Love of Each Other 
 

This month Kathleen Ramsay and Chris Nelson will host our meeting at the church.  ALL are WEL-
COME as we want to Wrap all people in God’s Love. 
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FUMC FINANCE SUMMARY    
Jim Nelson, Finance Chair 

 

  	����Ͷͷ��������������ǣ��͈;ͶǡͶͿͼ�ȋ͈ǡͺͷȀ�����Ȍ 
August 2021 Finances 

 

August pledged/non-pledged income was below projected, but YTD is still okay. So far, 24 members (out of 
60 total).  All funds are in good shape and Apportionments paid in full.  Jim reported a $2500 check from 
Conference for HCI branding activities has been delayed but should arrive in next couple weeks.   
 
Wilma received all line item and narrative 2022 budget requests from all church committees and inputted 
into a draft of 2022 budget expenses. We will not have PPP Grant ($28,000+) or some fundraising opportu-
nities (no Festa di Pasta this year) so a successful Stewardship campaign is key in meeting the Expense por-
tion of our 2022 budget.  Finance Committee accepted the Expense portion of 2022 budget as submitted. 
The stewardship campaign is being created and will be implemented in October and November. 

 

  
Scrip is available! Orders can be placed at Sunday worship services or anytime by 
email to benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. Payment for email orders can be dropped off at 

the church during office hours. Scrip doesn't cost, it pays! 
 

 
 
We are happy to report that beginning on our 175th Anniversary Celebration on 

October 10th, Open Circle will begin regularly leading worship every 2nd Sunday. Our number of 
vocalists will be small until we can unmask, but we are grateful that this group is comfortable sharing 
their awesome talents throughout the rest of this year! 

 

However, we still need soloists and small groups to offer special music until further notice. Please, 
please, please vocalists and instrumentalists consider sharing the joy of music with the entire congrega-
tion. Contact me at gyhfisher@gmail.com  

 

 
 
 
A big thank you to the following who participated in the Highway 
Cleanup on September 19th, Chris & David Nelson, Monica 
Basaker & Dave Swanson, Ben Jackson, Bruce Lundeen & 

John Burtzlaff. They not only demonstrated their commitment to the community 
and environment, but the Frist United Methodist commitment as well. 
  

  Aug. ‘21 YTD 
2021 

2021 Budget Goal 

Total Income $17,867 $158,105 $186,728 

Expenses $26,082 $149,362   

Difference ($8,215) $  8,743   

              SCRIP 

  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

  MUSIC 
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      UMM   
 
Join the United Methodist Men for a monthly devotion, discussion and fellow-
ship. The meeting on October 9th will be at the Lowell Inn at 8 am. 
Contact the church office at office@fumcstillwater.com to join the UMM mail-
ing list. 

   
CRAFTING NIGHT  

Tuesday evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm.  Please join us for an evening of crafting. Every-
body is welcome. Any crafting is great, or just drop in and say “hi”, we would 
love to hear from you. We gather every Tuesday from 7:00 -9:00pm via Zoom. 
This is a very relaxed gathering and if you need to leave early, not a problem. If 
you are interested, please contact Diane Jackson (651-233-8684) so you can get 
the Zoom meeting invite. 
 
 

 

Country Store Revisited 

This is the second year we are unable to open our doors for the Festa di Pasta.  But all is not lost.  We are 
bringing back the Country Store and renaming it to Country Store Revisited. 
Everyone is invited to donate something that would have gone to the Country Store 
or Silent Auction. Candies, cookies, baked goods will be accepted along with a host 
of other things you wish to donate. 
 
Items will be accepted the week of November 8th and left in the office.  Set up will 
be happening on Saturday, November 13th at 10:00 am, so please have items to the 
church by noon that day.  After worship on November 14th, you 

are invited into the Fellowship Hall where all items will be for sale.  You can shop at your 
leisure in this bigger area and find something to take home, give to a neighbor or 
friend!  Start now on potential projects or gifts to donate.   
 
  
 
 

This past month, we lost some of our church family. We ask that you pray for peace and 
serenity for the families, friends and loved ones during this incredible loss. 
 

Aug 19, 2021 — Stephen B. Agard, 83, of Frederic, WI. 
Sep 8, 2021 —  Charles Swann, 81, of Oak Park Heights, MN, married tp Sharry for 62 years. 
Sep 9, 2021 — Jeanette M. Nerby. 93, of Houlton, WI, passed away peacefully on her late husbands birthday. 
Sep 21, 2021 — Violet Ardell Rothe, 90, was born in Forest Township, WI. 
 
 
Dear FUMC of Stillwater congregation, 
A Celebration of Life  in memory of  Charles Swann will be held on Thursday, October 28th at 2:00 pm 
at FUMC. Family members will be at the church by 1:00 to greet those who are attending. Please call the 
church office at 651-439-1880 if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 

 

SYMPATHY 
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 
 

  
 
               

   1  
 

2 8:00 am AA 
meeting 

 

3 9:30 am   
Worship  & 
Facebook Live 

4   5 9:30 am Bible 

Study 
10:00 am 
Martha Group 
7:00 pm Crafting 
Night 

6 10:30 am 
Prayer Shawl 
Group 
 

7  8 9 8:00 am AA 
meeting  
8:00 am UMM 
breakfast  

 

10 9:30am-1:30 
175th Annv. 
Celebration 
and Dinner!        

11   12 9:30 am 

Bible Study 
10:00 am 
Martha Group 
7:00 pm Crafting 
Night 

1310:30 am 
Prayer Shawl 
Group 
 

14  10:00 am 
Winners’ 
Circle            

15 
 
 

16 8:00 am 
AA meeting 

 

17 9:30 am   
Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 

18 1:00 pm 
New 
Beginnings 
Circle 

19 9:30 am 

Bible Study 
10:00 am 
Martha Group 
7:00 pm Crafting 
Night 

20 10:30 am 
Prayer Shawl 
Group 
 

21               22  23 8:00 am 
AA meeting  
 
 

24 9:30 am  
Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 
 
 

25   26 9:30 am 

Bible Study 
10:00 am 
Martha Group 
7:00 pm Crafting 
7:00 pm Ad 
Council  

Ϯϳ�10:30 am 

Prayer Shawl 
Group 

28 
2:00 pm 
Charlie Swann 
Celebration of 
life 

28   
 
 
 
 

30  8:00 am 
AA meeting  
 

31 9:30 am  
Worship  & 
Facebook Live 

      

October 2021 Please check out our website at  fumcstillwater.org   
   

                     


