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7houghts from Pastor Dan, 
 
As we witness grass turning green, trees budding, birds singing, I think we have all recognized our 
need for the promise of Spring’s renewal, refreshment, and rebirth. Last year at this time our antici-
pation of Spring was met with disappointment and hardship as the pandemic’s weight fell across our 
communities, nation, and the world. It has been a long, hard year, but now as we find ourselves in 
the midst of spring, with all of its signs of life around us, I pray that we are beginning to feel the 
warmth and the hopefulness of that restoration. 
 
Psalm 30:5 gives us a promise we should hold fast during times like this: “weeping may stay for the 
night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.” Life is full of different seasons, some joyful and warm, 
some cold and filled with sorrow. We walk through dark valleys, but then we emerge into green pas-
tures.  In this season of hardship, anxiety, tensions, people hungering for justice, protests, violence, 
questions, confusion, illness and loss, we have prayed this will one day pass away, and a new season, a 
new morning will come about and bring with it rejoicing. 
 
One of the things that I have learned is that this pandemic along with several other defining moments 
that we have been witness to over these last months and years, has humbled me and forced me to 
face frailty. We aren’t invincible. We don’t know it all. We can’t fix every problem on our own. We 
are reminded that we need to let go of our pride and foolish self-reliance and that we are in need of 
God and God’s gracious healing power.  Why? Because greater is the hope that we receive as we 
find ourselves rooted and growing in the grace and love of God.  This hope in God allows us to look 
forward with joyful anticipation in knowing that spring and new life is all around us and is ushering in 
new days.  I truly believe that God has good things in store that will renew our rejoicing. 
 
Though we hold onto our hope in God, we also remember that life in this world will continue to 
have troubles and sorrows. There will be other global crises and personal tragedies. But the promise 
that continues for all of us is that God walks with us through all of life.  God’s promises don’t change 
with the seasons. God’s love lasts forever. Rejoicing will come again in the morning. 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Dan 
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Rooted 
Growing Deep – Reaching Wide 
 
 
 
Starting Sunday May 2nd we will begin a new worship series entitled Rooted:  Growing Deep – Reach-
ing Wide.  Scripture reminds us that every tree will be known by the fruit it produces.  A good tree is a 
byproduct of deep and healthy roots that seek to reach wide with the fruit it produces.  Our series will look 
at various scripture images that include everything from preparing soil, planting seeds, watering and nurtur-
ing the seeds that leads to God’s harvest so that we would become the kind of disciples who are growing 
deep in our faith while seeking to reach wide with the gifts of God’s grace and love.   

 
 May 2nd – Tiller of Soil 
 May 9th – Planting Seeds   (Mother’s Day) 
 May 16th – Watering and Feeding for New 
 Growth (Senior Recognition) 
 May 23rd – Growing Up – Bringing New Life   
 (Confirmation Sunday) 
 May 30th – Fruit of God’s Pruning  
 June 6th – Harvest – Reaching Wide 

 
 
Graduating Seniors Recognition on Sunday May 16th we will be honoring our Graduating 
Seniors during our morning worship. This is a special time in our graduates’ lives as they begin to make 
plans for the next part of their journey. 
  
 
Pentecost Sunday 
(In Celebration please wear something Red) 
  
On Sunday May 23rd we will be celebrating Pentecost, the day we remember God’s gift of the Holy Spirit 
that descended on the early believers.   Pentecost is often referred to as the Birthday of the Church.  As a 
part of our Pentecost Celebration we would like to invite people to wear something red to worship that 
day.  During our service we will also be celebrating and honoring our Confirmation Students as they claim 
their faith as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Confirmation Sunday on May 23rd we will be celebrating the Confirmation of four of our youth, 
Please see Youth page 4.  



3 

 	����ʹͲʹͳ��������������ǣ��̈́ʹͺͲǡͲͻ�ȋ̈́ʹ͵ǡ͵ͶͳȀ�����Ȍ 
March 2021 Finances 

 

  *  Does NOT include: $28,298 PPP Loan/Grant received in March 
Giving to General Fund was excellent in March, resulting in our members catching up on their pledges and surpassing 
YTD expectations.  Capital Fund continues ahead of pace, although March receipts were less than average.  A couple 
people have tried on-line giving so far (no non-members) and it works.   

 

PPP money was used to pay March salaries ($11,419) so overall expenses are much lower than normal and will be low-
er than normal for next 1-2 months.  We also received a $4000 donation to pay for a 3rd sanctuary camera along with 
“convenience” monitor at back of church.  

 

Jesse and Jim continue to work on gifting and estate planning ideas document that will be presented to the congregation 
in thenear future.  It will include possible tax-saving options that are available.  Stay tuned.  

 
Jim Nelson, Finance Chair 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE INSIGHTS - GATHERING FOR WORSHIP  

Your Worship Committee has been diligently meeting to discuss the re-opening to in-person worship. We 
have taken the Minnesota State requirements, the recommendations from the Minnesota UMC Conference 
and our bishop, and information from the CDC to inform our decision. At this time, in the spirit of our mot-
to “Wrapping ALL people in God’s Love” we are beginning outdoor worship services each Sunday in May 
(weather permitting). With the CDC’s most recent recommendation, people who are vaccinated can attend 
without a mask. And ALL OF US CAN SING as loud and joyfully as we wish with our masks on!!! Don't for-
get to bring your chairs to the Lower South Parking Lot! 
 
At the end of the month, the Worship Committee will evaluate the current recommendations to see if we 
can carefully move into the sanctuary or continue to stay outdoors because more people can attend with sig-
nificantly fewer restrictions. With worship services this month including Graduate Recognition and Confirma-
tion, we want to make sure that anyone who wishes may attend and share in the blessings of these events. 
Livestreaming of all services will continue each Sunday. 
 
Any suggestions, concerns, comments, recommendations, etc. that you many have, please direct them to the 
Worship Committee! We are 12 thoughtful, prayerful and committed church members that are seeking 
God’s will in keeping everyone engaged in worship experiences and safe! 
 
If inclement weather is forecasted, members of the Worship Team will make that determina-
tion by 8pm the evening before the service. If the decision is to bring the service inside, the 
Worship Team will try to get the word out by email, our updated website, and our Facebook 
page.  
 
Gaye Fisher - Worship Committee Lead 
 

  Mar ‘21 YTD 
2021 

2021 Budget Goal 

Total Income $30,302
* 

$63,311 $70,023 

Expenses $11,994 $51,982   

Difference $18,308 $11,329   
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Scrip is still available! Orders can be placed by email at benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. 
Payment can be dropped off in the church during office hours or at the front door at 845 
Amundson Drive in Stillwater.  

 During May we will be holding services outside in the parking lot, 
weather permitting. In this way, we can all be present to honor our 
seniors and our confirmands. Join us this month for these upcoming 
celebrations! 

May 16th – Graduating Senior Sunday 

We have four graduating high school seniors. It has been a year of all of us being apart. And our seniors 
have spent part of the year attending school virtually. This is our chance to celebrate these four accom-
plished youth: June Frederick, Josie Haugen, Myles Schwerzler and Lily Zenner. 

We want to shower the High School Seniors with cards of congratulations. Consider sharing in the card a 
favorite memory you have of the youth growing up in the church. Feel free to send or drop the cards off at 
the church office before May 15th. During the weekend, Sam Hauser and Matthew Bader will deliver the 
cards to the seniors and decorate their yards. Or you can mail the cards directly to: 

June Frederick 
1005 William St N. - Stillwater, MN 55082 
  
Josie Haugen 
716 4th St S. -  Stillwater, MN 55082 
  
Myles Schwerzler 
1446 Omaha Ave N. -Stillwater, MN 55082 
  
Lily Zenner 
Ϯϰϳϰ��ƌŽŶĂ�^ƚ͘—�ZŽƐĞǀŝůůĞ͕�DE�ϱϱϭϭϯ 
 
May 23rd – Confirmation Sunday 

We are confirming four youth this spring. Join us on May 23rd to welcome Alex Frederick, Adam Helwig, 
Katelynn Wright and Jasmine Zenner into full membership into the church. 

May 3 Mark Ridgway;  May 5 Larry Martell;  May 6 Myles Schwerzler;  May 7 Jack Walmar; May 11 Edda Eh-
ret; May 14 Kurt Krinke;  May 15 Brad Gustafson;  May 16 Krista Auer;  May 19  Amanda Holst; May 20 
Wayne Chrystal;  May 21 Gerald Deaton;  May 22 Arlene Higgs;  May 24 Richard Evans;  May 25 Lori Roll; 
May 26 Gaye Fisher; May 31 June Frederick. 

MAY 2021 
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CRAFTING NIGHT 
 
Tuesday evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm. 
Please join us for an evening of crafting. Everybody is welcome. 
Any crafting is great, or if you would just like to drop in and say 
“hi”, we would love to hear from you. We gather every Tues-
day evening from 7:00 -9:00pm via Zoom. This is a very relaxed 
gathering and you can drop in whenever you can and if you 
need to leave early, not a problem.  
If you are interested, please contact Diane Jackson (651-233-
8684) so you can get the Zoom meeting invite. 

SYMPATHY 

Our mother, Shirley Eleanor Graaf Nelson Powell, was the oldest member of our church. Now that honor 
has been given to Earl Kask. 
 
Mom was a life-long Methodist. She had been a member of Simpson, Excelsior, Lake Harriet, Joyce and 
Stillwater Methodist Church.  
 
This past March she turned 99, and helping to celebrate this milestone she received 38 birthday cards from 
family and church friends. Because she hadn’t participated physically in church for a number of years, many of 
you maybe didn’t know or remember her, but you still made her day with your greetings. Nearly every card 
had a personal note you added. She treasured them so much and showed them to everyone. There could not 
have been a better gift given to her.  
 
She died peacefully on April 25th, 2021 at the Gables. Memorials preferred to Simpson Housing or donor’s 
choice.  
 
With our deepest gratitude we thank you, David and Chris Nelson, Randi Torgersen 

UMM   
Saturday May 8th at 8:00 am Join the United Methodist Men for a monthly devotion, discussion and fellow-
ship. Bring a breakfast and/or beverage of your choice. The meeting location is the church south parking lot 
at 8 a.m. Email notification will be sent if weather forces us to relocate. Contact the church office at of-
fice@fumcstillwater.com to join the UMM mailing list.    
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WE HAVE COLLECTED AND SENT IN 223 BOTTLES SO FAR!!  

KEEP THEM COMING! 
We are grateful for the donations and we are continuing the  

“Pill Bottles to the Rescue” campaign: 
 
Did you know that nearly 70 percent of Americans take at least one prescription drug, and many take two 
or more? That’s a ton of empty pill bottles. While some of these are recycled or reused, many of them end 
up in landfills. 
Cincinnati-based Matthew 25: Ministries, an international humanitarian aid and disaster relief organization, 
accepts donations of empty plastic pill bottles. The bottles are then sent to developing countries and dis-
tributed for use in medical facilities that don’t have access to actual pill bottles and sometimes use paper to 
wrap medicine/pills inside.  
 
If you can donate, please rinse the bottle with warm, soapy water and remove the labels and 
sticky stuff and allow to dry. Drop them off in our church office or leave them in a bag in our 
mailbox. Please call Monica in our church office at 651-439-1880 or Kathleen Ramsay at 651-
219-0951 if you have any questions. 
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   

 
               

 
 

   
 

1 8:00 am 
AA meeting 
10:00 am 
Sunny Hill 
chalk event 

2 9:30 am outdoor  
Worship & 
Facebook Live 

3   4  7:00 pm 
Crafting Night 

5 10:30 am 
Knitters  
 

6  7  8 8:00 am 
AA meeting  
8:00 am 
UMM  
9:00 am 
church clean 

9 9:30 am 
outdoor Worship  
Facebook Live 
 

10   11 7:00 pm 
Crafting Night 
 

12 10:30 am 
Knitters   
3:00 pm Finance 
Zoom meeting 

13 1:30 pm 
Caring Team 
Zoom Mtg. 
      

14 
 
 
 

15 8:00 am 
AA meeting  

16 Senior Sunday  
9:30 am outdoor  
Worship  & 
Facebook Live 
 

17  18   7:00 pm 
Crafting Night 
 

19 10:30 am 
Knitters   
 

20               21  22 8:00 am 
AA meeting  
 
 

23 Pentecost 
Confirmation 
Sunday 
9:30 am outdoor 
Worship  Facebook 
Live 

24   25  7:00 pm 
Crafting Night 
 

26  10:30 am 
Knitters   

27 28 
 
 
 

29 8:00 am 
AA meeting  

30 9:30 am 
outdoor 
Worship & 
Facebook Live 

31 Memorial 
Day-Office 

closed 

     

 
MAY 2021    
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Consent Form for Posting Photos/Videos  

for use in Print, Website and/or Social Media sites. 

 

Photographic and Video Recording devices will be employed during church related events and could 
be used for publicity or historical purposes in print or web-based media. Currently existing or future 
images may be displayed for any legal use, including but not limited to print materials such as the 
newsletter, marketing brochures, and advertising, and web content such as the church’s website, Fa-
cebook and YouTube. In order to protect the privacy of children and youth, parents or legal guardi-
ans are asked to select the appropriate permission status below. If you do not want your image or 
your child’s image to be used, please signify by way of the third option. 

____I give my permission for my image to be used as described above. 

____ I give my permission for my child’s image to be used as described above.  

____ I do not grant permission for either my image or my child’s image to be used.  

 

Name of Child/Children ________________________________ _________________ 

 

Name of Adult/Parent/Guardian - please print__________________________________ 

 

Signature of Adult/Parent/Guardian _________________________________________ 

 

Date____________________________________________ 


