
1 

phone: 651.439.1880 
email:  firstumc@msn.com 

  

A Note from Pastor Dan 
 
With Lent just a few weeks away, I think about the youth and others who have asked, “Do I have to 
give something up for Lent?”  Giving something up for Lent is considered a practice of Self-Denial and 
a practice of seeking ways to grow deeper in our relationship with God and our walk of faith.  Many 
Lenten Seasons I have participated in varying practices of self-denial.  Over the years when I have 
participated, I have given up things such as chocolate, pop, coffee, caffeine in all forms, television 
(didn’t make that one), meals (FASTING) as well as other things.   
 
These past 10 to 11 months have in many ways felt like an extended Lenten season in which we have 
all given up so much.  Like Lent we have given up meals…shared with friends and family.  We have 
given up regular communal activities because so many businesses have had to close.  We have given 
up worshipping collectively in our church building because we have wanted to keep everyone safe and 
well.  We have given up so many things and we all just want it back.  We hunger to have those things 
back in our lives.  
 
A s I think about Lent being just a few weeks away, I don’t want to knock the idea of giving things up, 
in fact, I understand its value and significance, just as it has been in my life.  But what I have learned is 
that we can easily fall into this religious practice for practice sake.  If our goal is merely the giving up 
of something without taking up the practice of taking up something more significant in our lives, like 
spending time in devotion, study and prayer, or in doing something meaningful with the resources we 
may have saved by giving up pop for example, and using those gifts to feed the hungry, then our focus 
is really about the stuff and seeing if we can do it. 
 
This practice of self-denial is not about catering to our own needs but is ultimately meant to be a way 
of inviting us into a deeper understanding and worship of God.  In other words, the practice of giving 
up should also include the practice of seeking ways in which we can be more mindful of Christ and 
our relationship with him, or how we might seek to live intentionally as participants in bringing about 
God’s Kingdom work.      
    

May you experience a blessed Lenten Season! 

Pastor Dan 
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Ash Wednesday Service 

Please join us on Wednesday, Feb 17th at 6:30 pm for our Ash Wednesday worship service which will be 
offered virtually on Facebook Live.  As we begin this Lenten season of self-examination we are being re-
minded that Jesus’ Love for each of us reigns.  The Ash Wednesday service will begin our Wednesday  
Worship Series, Journey of Stones.   
 

Journey of Stones 
 

This Lenten Season we will be offering a midweek worship series based on Steve Molin’s book entitled  
Journey of Stones.  You are invited to join on Facebook Live Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm.   
 
Feb 17 – Ash Wednesday:        Theme:  Written in Stone   
Feb 24      Theme:  Rejected Stones 
March 3               Theme:  Sticks and Stones  
March 10      Theme:  Hearts of Stone 
March 17     Theme:  Upon This Rock 
March 24     Theme:  Crying Stones      
 
March 28th to April 3rd is Holy Week so NO Wednesday Evening Service planned at this time.  We will be 
planning Holy Thursday & Good Friday worship! 
 

 
   

 
 

� 
 

Sunday Lenten Worship Series & Study 
 

 Based on Adam Hamilton’s book, John: The Gospel of Light and Life.  Each week 
during Lent beginning on Sunday, February 21st we will explore themes including the 
life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus and how John is inviting us as readers 
to not only believe in Jesus Christ, but that we “may have life in his name.”  Follow-
ing are the themes for each Sunday during Lent: 
  Feb 21 The Word Made Flesh 
  Feb 28 The Miraculous Signs of Jesus 
  Mar 7       The “I AM” Sayings of Jesus 
  Mar 14 The Farewell Discourse 
  Mar 2    The Arrest, Trial and Crucifixion of the King 
  Mar 28 Eternal Life 
 
For those interested in being a part of the Zoom study (Mondays at 6:30 pm) 
starting Feb 22nd, or to read on your own, we will be placing an order on Feb 3rd. 
purchasing the books.  The cost of the book is $10.  Please contact Pastor Dan or 
the church office if you would like a book.  If you would like to order on your own 
you can also find books available at Cokesbury or other locations.  
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Conference-Wide Lenten Video Study 
I want to share information and the opportunity to participate in the Conference-Wide Lenten Video Study 
that is being offered this year.  We will be offering a different Lenten Study that will be used for our Sunday 
Lenten Worship Series based on Adam Hamilton's book John: The Gospel of Light and Life. 
All Minnesota United Methodists are invited to participate in a 2021 conference-wide Lenten video study. 
This year’s study will feature the Appointive Cabinet members from the Minnesota Conference and focus on 
the book “Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times,” by Bishop Michael Curry. Order 
the book. 
 
Every Thursday, starting on February 4, two of the book’s chapters will be covered in a video. We will also 
post a small group discussion guide for the week.  
Please join us in this study as we explore questions about love such as: How do I find God’s love? Do I have 
to love my enemy? Can love really change the world? 
 
Video and Study Guide Release Schedule 
Late January: Introduction/invitation to Lenten study with Rev. Cindy Gregorson and Jody Thone 

Feb. 11  Chapters 1&2 with Rev. Laurie Kantonen / Week One Study Guide 
Feb. 18  Chapters 3&4 with Rev. Fred Vanderwerf / Week Two Study Guide 
Feb. 25  Chapters 5&6 with Rev. Cynthia Williams / Week Three Study Guide 
March 4  Chapters 7&8 with Rev. Dan Johnson / Week Four Study Guide 
March 11  Chapters 9&10 with Rev. Susan Nienaber / Week Five Study Guide 
March 18  Chapters 11&12 with Rev. Ben Ingebretson / Week Six Study Guide 
 
 
 

H C I   Healthy Church Initiative  
Many of our committees and activities are either not meeting at this time, or meeting by Zoom.  There are 
fewer chances to see and hear what is going on within our church family.  The Healthy Church Initiative 
(HCI) has continued to meet to work on the recommendations that were set forth when the church accept-
ed them many months ago with our major focus on seeking ways to “Wrap All People in God’s Love.”  The 
HCI team met outside during the summer and by Zoom since that time.  We began with community out-
reach (one of the recommendations) with Stuff the Bus. The fund raiser for new equipment was a big success 
and we are all enjoying our services on Sundays with the new equipment.  Since then, those involved in the 
“Branding” part of the recommendations have been busy under the leadership of Linda Ash. She has formed 
several sub-committees and much has been accomplished.  The congregation was involved with choosing a 
new logo.  One sub-group has worked on getting a new Web Site up and running. We have experienced 
professionals inputting the information given to them as well as “building” the site. We are hoping to launch 
the site within the next couple of months.  Another group has been working on initial planning and focusing 
on how our gathering space might be used and the look it will have.  The intent is to make this space an even 
more welcoming place to gather. We are all looking forward to gathering in person before too many more 
months.  We continue to be one in Christ.  
� 
The HCI team in an effort to make the website as interesting and fun as possible, 
is accepting pictures of recent church activities within 2 years) of anything that 
you think should be included.  Please send them to Ben Jackson at 
benj.w.jackson@comcast.net.   
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    SCRIP 

FUMC Finance Update 
 

Happy New Year!  After a financially successful year in a very challenging 2020, we hope to surpass it in 
2021.   To reach our goal, we would feel more comfortable if our 2021 pledges matched those in 2020.  
Currently 60 people have pledged for 2021 while 70 pledged in 2020.  If you have not yet pledged, please 
do so by contacting Joanie Phillips Sherman at jophillips215@gmail.com or Jim Nelson at his email 
jamescnelson11@gmail.com.   
 
New for 2021: As part of our new FUMC website with new look and logo (to be launched soon), we will 
be offering on-line giving.  You will be able to donate anytime you wish using a credit or debit card in addi-
tion to our Vanco Direct Deposit option.  The new electronic giving program offers convenience for you 
and provides donation consistency for our congregation.  Stay tuned for more details after the website is 
launched. 
 

2021 Church / Charge Conference 
 

On Sunday, February 28th, at  7:00 pm, our Church Conference at FUMC of Stillwater will take place.  The 
Church Conference is our Annual Business meeting in which we celebrate ministries,  visualize God’s  
future for ministry at First UMC Stillwater, as well as attend to business including Pastoral compensation, 
budget and lay leadership.  Please mark your calendars. 
 
Under normal conditions the conference would have taken place this past November, but because of the 
COVID-19 virus our 2020 Church Conference was rescheduled.  We have yet to determine if the Church 
Conference will take place in person or virtually (via Zoom) or a combination of the two. The 2020 Annual 
Report has already been sent out to all members. Hope to see you there. 
Important:  All people have a voice and all members have a vote on matters that are brought before the 
church. 
 
��� 

 
 
 
 
Scrip is available and orders can be placed anytime either in the church office or by email 
at benj.w.jackson@comcast.net. Payment can be dropped off in the church during office 
hours or at the front door, 845 Amundson Dr, Stillwater. Scrip orders are being placed on 
a 2 to 3 week frequency.  
The Scrip Program returned a total of $1,862.92 to the church General Fund during 2020. 
This is not bad for a program that has a zero net cost to you and a minimal allocation of 

time. So plan your order now. Scrip doesn't cost, it pays! 
 
 
UMM 
The UMM will meet on Zoom February 13 at 8:00 a.m. Meeting information will be dis-
tributed by email during the week of February 7. All men of the congregation are invited 
to attend. 
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CARING TEAM is having a meeting on Zoom February 18th at 1:30 pm. Please call Monica in the 
church office if you are interested. 651-439-1880. 

 
Dear church family,  
I want to say thank you very much for the cards, calls and prayers I received 
when I was down after my surgery.  I especially want to thank the Care Team 
who provided me with so many delicious meals until I could get back on my 
feet again.  
Bev Palumbo 

 

February 2021 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP  Did you know? 
 
> The prayer shawl group has continued to knit and visit through Zoom meetings. 
We have turned in 22 hats, 3 headbands and 14 scarves to Valley Outreach for 
people who will be kept warmer this winter. We have also continued to make 
prayer shawls for people you think would benefit from one. Contact the church 
office to find out how to give a shawl to someone in need. 
 
> Would you like to join our knitting group? We “meet” every Wednesday at 
10:30 am via Zoom. Contact Diane Jackson at 651-233-8684 so she can add you to the Zoom invite. We 
would like to see you join us!  

Feb. 3 Samantha Hauser, Laura Mayaka; Feb. 4 Frankie Reyna; Feb. 6 Erik Eitzman;  Feb. 8 Janet Morgen;  
Feb. 11 Jasmine Zenner;  Feb. 15 Virginia Miller; Feb. 17 Travis Larson, Christina Leines; Feb.18 Renita Dea-
ton, Dorene Hauser, Rachel Reyna, Linden Terwilliger; Feb. 20 Sylvia Dalzell 
 

A note for the youth: 
Hi everyone and happy new year! Let's hope that this year will be significantly better than last. The youth 
are meeting online weekly, we are having some great conversation and doing fun activities. If you would 
like to reach out to our youth and send them a message, a card, or just say hi and “your church family is 
praying for you”, please let me know. My cell is 651-353-3208 and my email is fumcyandf@gmail.com. I 
think the youth would love to hear from people in our congregation.  
Stay well everyone!  Sam  
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Registration opens today for the 2021 camping season!   

Check out the camp sessions and pick your favorite camp location: Northern Pines, Koronis Ministries, or 
Kowakan Adventures. 
 
Registration and all information for the 2021 camping season will be available on our website: 
www.campminnesota.org. With the potential for changes to schedules & events leading up to summer, due 
to the pandemic, the Dakotas and Minnesota Camp & Retreat Ministry team chose to forgo the traditional 
printed camp brochure this year. Instead, all camp listings and registration information are on the Camp 
Minnesota website. Details will be updated quickly, and changes made in real-time. This ensures you will 
always have the most up-to-date information.  

Board Briefs from December 15, 2020 Ad Council Meeting by Mary Harcey 

The Administrative Board had a shortened meeting because all those with computers were invited to join in 
at 7:30 for a remote Christmas celebration where stories and trivia brought cheer to those attending. 

  
Jim Nelson reported that the finances of the church are okay. Part of the reason is the $28,000  PPE grant 
we received.  The pledges for next year are 60, totaling $175,000, compared to last year with 70 pledges, 
and a total of $195, 000 pledged.  Capital fun pledges are up from 24 last year to 40 this year. The final for 
the Festa No Pasta fundraiser is now at $12,685 - only $500.00 short of the total project goal.  
  
Tom Ash reported that Bonnie Haines has looked into hand sanitizers for the church.  Two stationary ma-
chines, and a counter sanitizer for each bathroom have been ordered for a total of $271.   The Trustees are 
aware of the on-going bat issue the church has been dealing with for many years.  They are in hibernation 
now, but Beast Wildlife Solutions are on schedule to begin work in March. Another Capital Fund project for 
next summer. 
 
The Healthy Church Initiative, chaired by Linda Ash, and her sub committee, have been working hard and 
had several things to report.  The “Hands” logo was accepted as the first choice by those who responded.  
They have written what is called an “elevator speech” which describes our church in 36 words. They have 
made great progress on the Web Site planning with the help of a designer and builder.  It is hoped to have it 
updated and easy to use in the near future – with work yet to do. 
 
The live streaming is working well and many changes have been made possible.  Phase III is yet to come. The 
next Board meeting is Tuesday, February 23 and the Annual Charge Conference will be by Zoom on Febru-
ary 28.  Meeting adjourned at 7:28!! Celebration began.  
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1  
 
               

2  
 

3 10:30 am 
Knitters Zoom  

4  6:30 pm 
Lenten study 
Zoom               

5 
 
 

6  

7  9:30 am 
Worship  
Facebook Live 

8                           
 

9 1:00 pm 
Finance mtg 
66:30 pm 
Centering 
Prayer 

10 10:30 am 
Knitters 
Zoom 

11 6:30 pm 
Lenten  study 
Zoom               

12  13 8:00 am 
UMM zoom 
 
 

14 9:30 am 
Worship  
Facebook Live 
 

Valentine’s Day 
           

15 
 

16  
 

17 10:30 am 
Knitters  Zoom 
6:30 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Facebook live 
worship service  

18 1:30 pm 
Caring Team 
Zoom Mtg. 
6:30 pm 
Lenten study 
Zoom               

19 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 9:30 am 
Worship  
Facebook Live 

22 6:30 pm 
Start Zoom 
book study 
 

23 7:00 pm 
Ad Council 
zoom 

 
 

24  10:30 am 
Knitters  Zoom 
6:30 pm Facebook 
live worship 
service  

25 6:30 pm 
Lenten  study 
Zoom               

26 
 

27 
 
 

28 9:30 am 
Worship  
Facebook Live 
7:00 pm Charge 
Conference 
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