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Just over a year ago, when the news of a pandemic that no one really understood how devastating it would 
become, what we all quickly discovered was that everything we had taken for granted and identified as 
“normal” would radically change.  In the life of the church, we were in the season of Lent with Holy Week 
and the Celebration of Easter just before us.  That is when the word came that we had to close our doors 
and stop offering in person worship.  In that moment all the plans, hopes and dreams of gathering people to 
celebrate the joy and excitement of Easter now turned to answering the question, HOW.   How do I offer 
worship?   How do I help people navigate holding on to the anchor of Jesus?  How do I continue to help 
people grow in their journey of faith?  How do I offer Christ’s hope, grace, peace, joy, and love when so 
many (including myself) were feeling as if life had suddenly turned chaotic?   Even though we did our best to 
offer celebrations of Holy Week and Easter I must admit that I missed out on experiencing the resurrection 
Good News that I needed, that we all needed to hear, know and experience in our lives.      
 
Unlike last year when my concern was on trying to figure out how to bring Easter worship to people, this 
year I have found myself leaning deeply into God as I journeyed through this Lenten Season, and focused 
my heart on the events of Holy Week and the celebration of Easter Resurrection and all of its meaning for 
our lives.  I want to share my confession of why this Easter has a new and profound meaning for me. 
 
In mid-January, after being up most of the night dealing with some lingering effects from the COVID virus 
that I had tested positive for in the first part of December, I found myself overwhelmed with the feeling “I 
can’t do this anymore”!  I was tired of coughing, struggling to catch my breath and feeling lousy, however 
that was only a part of what was going on.  In that moment I felt tired, my spirit was aching, I felt distant 
from God and I was experiencing what I sensed St. John of the Cross, describe as the “Dark Night of the 
Soul.”   Weary I picked up my phone and began typing out a long text message to our District Superinten-
dent wanting to let her know that I believed it was time for me to step away from ministry.  After rereading 
the completed text several times, I realized that I needed to discover what was going on before I should 
even consider sending such a text.       
 
Friends, this past year has weighed heavily on all of us.  We have been separated from friends and family.  
Many of us have had major adjustments to our routines and life patterns.  We have had to learn new ways 
of doing things.  Anxiety levels, loneliness, fear, and concerns of all kinds have worn on us like the winds or 
tides of erosion wear on the landscape of creation. When a person’s physical, emotional, relational, spiritual, 
and mental health has been bruised and battered we often turn to those professionals who can offer the 
help we need.  Not only is that what I encourage people to do, but what is what I realized I needed to do! 
 
I made a call to a counseling service and over the course of several weeks, I was able to discover how many 
things from this past year had been weighing on my soul.                                Continue >>> 
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Continued... 
 
It included trying to learn new ways to answer the “HOW” that I spoke about previously.  But I discov-
ered other “hows” as well.  How do we continue to move forward with our HCI process? How do I re-
spond to my own worry, frustrations and hurt as I witnessed the pain in the cry of God’s children who 
want and need their voices to be heard, who are seeking recognition, equality, justice, or for those who 
have waited in long lines to get food to feed their families, or have worried about paying their bills or fear-
ful they could lose their job or their home?  How does my firm belief that ALL PEOPLE are OF SACRED 
WORTH and LOVED BY GOD become a reality in the expressions of my life, our church, and our com-
munity?  How was I to contain a frustration of blood draws every two weeks for 7 months waiting for an 
approval for a biopsy to find out if I had prostate cancer? Thankfully, the results came back negative.  How 
do I answer the question of when do we open our doors again while wanting to keep everyone safe and 
well?  It was the lingering effects of the COVID virus that became the lever or the lynchpin by which all of 
the “hows” that I had compartmentalize or suppressed welled up to the point of feeling, “I can’t do this 
anymore.”   I share this not wanting sympathy but rather to remind you that it is important to seek the 
help and guidance that professionals can offer. And to seek after the heart of God, to lean into God, and 
allow God to tend to your spirit, your very being! 
 
As my counselor helped me make sense of all the Hows I was wrestling with, I found my heart hungering 
to Abide in God, to rest, to be tended to, to be showered by God’s grace and love and to have God abide 
in me and fill my spirit.  As I was in preparing for one of my daily devotions just prior to the start of Lent, I 
read the words from Psalm 55:22 from The Message:  “Pile your troubles on GOD’s shoulders—he’ll 
carry your load, he’ll help you out.  He’ll never let good people topple into ruin,” along with the 
words from the song Cares Chorus, “I cast all my cares upon you, I lay all of my burdens down at your 
feet.  And anytime that I don’t know what to do, I will cast all my cares upon you.” that I experienced 
God’s grace pouring out upon me and the Good News of Jesus Resurrection and the promise of New Life 
filled my spirit.  I was reminded of something I heard several years ago that I believe Adam Hamilton said 
when he was asked, “Do you really believe in the resurrection,” and his response was, “Not only do I be-
lieve it, I, am counting on it!”  Friends the grace and love of God, the resurrection of Jesus gives us hope 
both in this life and in the life to come!  That’s very GOOD NEWS! 
 
As we approach Easter, my spirit is being filled with the hope and joy of Good News that God wants all of 
us to know and experience.  Having been overwhelmed by the outpouring of God’s grace, love and assur-
ance, I wanted you to be reassured of my commitment to ministry and being your Pastor, and I am so 
thankful that last Tuesday I deleted the text which I never sent to our D.S.   
 
As we approach Easter may we not just celebrate the Resurrection; may we find ourselves counting on it!  
I pray that as you come to celebrate Easter may Resurrection of Jesus bring as much meaning to your life 
as it brings to mine! 
 
Happy Easter, 
 
Pastor Dan            
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Easter Sunday Worship 

 
On Sunday, April 4th we will be celebrating the 

Resurrection of Jesus.  We will have two  
opportunities for you to join in worship. 

 
 
A Sunrise service will be taking place at 6:30 am at the north – upper level parking lot.  This service will 
be on Facebook or people can attend live.  If you plan to attend in person, please bring your own chair. We 
also encourage people to please wear a mask. 
 
Our Resurrection Celebration service will be at 9:30 am on Facebook Live.  We will be celebrating 
Holy Communion as a part of this worship.  If you would like to share in Communion please have elements 
available. 
 

 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
                
 
 
                                         Worship Recommendation 

 
At the last Ad Council meeting on Tuesday, March 23rd, a discussion took place concerning the return to 
worship.  The worship committee had been asked to keep the pulse of the recommendations of the state of 
Minnesota, and the guidance and recommendations of the Minnesota Conference.  At that time, the MN 
Conference held steady with being in the Orange Stage, suggesting that churches continue to refrain from in
-person worship.  Knowing that many people are very eager to gather for face-to-face worship, the worship 
committee’s recommendation to  Ad Council is to continue offering worship virtually on Facebook Live.   
 
The goal is to start having Parking Lot Worship beginning the first Sunday in May.  This will be an opportuni-
ty for people to gather for worship as we did at the end of last summer.  
 
The Ad Council agreed with that plan.  The worship committee will continue to monitor and make recom-
mendations as we seek to move forward. 
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BOARD BRIEFS – MARCH 23, 2021 
 
The Zoom meeting was called to order by Frank Anderson.  Pastor Dan led us in 
prayer and Kathleen Ramsay shared a devotion that focused on the importance 
of “attitude”.  
 

Wilma Terwilliger and Jim Nelson reported on the finances as they stand now.  We were 
recognized by the Conference for paying 100% of our apportionments that has been very 
difficult for many churches this year.   
 
We were given the good news that another PPP Loan came through for $28,297 and most likely will not have 
to be paid back.  This was the second loan we received this year.  The finances are stable as of now and the 
congregation is encouraged to continue to give as they are able. 
 
We were treated to a preview of the new Web Site the committee has been working on for several months.  
Thanks to Linda Ash for getting a sub-committee going and Ben Jackson who took over leadership of putting 
it all together. It will be a very nice addition to what this church has to offer its members and the community.  
We were shown pictures of the look of the new gathering space and look forward to gathering again before 
too long. The carpets in that space and in the sanctuary have been cleaned.  
 
The upcoming Holy Week services were reviewed and everyone was encouraged to take part in the Palm 
Parade on the day before Palm Sunday at the old Lift Bridge. Worship Services will begin OUTSIDE at 9:30 
on Sunday, May 2, weather permitting.  An announcement will be made ahead of time if it needs to be can-
celled. Live Streaming will continue for all services from now forward.  
 
The next Board meeting is April 27.  
 
 
FUMC FINANCE SUMMARY FEB 2021  

 
 2021 Annual Budget:  $280,096 ($23,341/month) 

General Fund pledged and non-pledged income continues to be below projections for year to date, while the 
Capital fund pledge income is good with over $6500 received towards our goal of $23,000. We received a 
certificate from the MN Annual Conference congratulating FUMC for paying our 2020 Apportionments in 
full.   
Second round PPP loan/grant of $28, 298 is in our bank account and starting in March we will use it to pay 
salaries until it is gone (2-3 months).   
Our HCI Branding fund (used to fulfill HCI recommendations) received the first $2500 installment of a Con-
ference grant and received a $500 donation from Martha Group.  
 
On-line giving is available now – look for a link in the Chat Comments during Sunday’s Facebook live service.  
It will be available on our new website as well.  
 
Next Finance meeting April 14th at 3:00 pm on zoom 

  Feb ‘21 YTD 2021 
Total Income $16,504 $33,008 
Expenses $17,454 $39,987 
Difference ($  950) ($ 6,979) 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE POSTPONED AGAIN 
 
During a meeting on February 20, the Commission on the General Confer-
ence has decided to further postpone the 2020 General Conference until 
August 29- September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minnesota as the pandemic 
continues to affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel. 
 
It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference. Further, the 
Book of Discipline requires the Commission to "take necessary measures to assure full participation of all 
General Conference delegates." The Commission concluded the mandate was not achievable by means of an 
in-person or virtual meeting in 2021. In making the decision, the Commission determined that it was not 
feasible to safely hold an in-person meeting involving all delegates in 2021 due to restrictions on Internation-
al travel, some limited visa services, and high costs associated with the requirement of visa bonds.  
 
The August-September dates in 2022 will mean that General Conference will be one day shorter than 
planned for 2021 but these dates were the only option available. The Commission regrets that these dates 
conflict with the start of the academic year in the U.S. which a group of young adults had asked the Com-
mission to avoid, but there were no other dates available. 
 

CARING TEAM MINISTRIES 

The next Caring Ministries Team meeting is Thursday, April 15th at 1:30 pm via 
Zoom.  If you have any concerns or are in need, the Caring Ministries 
Team offers resources and support for those that are grieving, ill, hospi-
talized or isolated.  We also have a meal ministry, a soup ministry, and a 
congregational calling and greeting card program.  If you have any inter-
est in joining this team or volunteering to enhance any of these minis-
tries, please contact Linda Ash.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars for these upcoming celebrations! 
 
May 16th – Graduating Senior Sunday 
                We will celebrate June Frederick, Josie Haugen, Myles Schwerzler and Lily Zenner. 
 
May 23rd – Confirmation Sunday 
                Join us to help confirm Alex Frederick, Adam Helwig, Katelynn Wright and Jasmine                          
      Zenner. 
 
SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
We want to build up our Senior Scholarship fund. Please consider making a donation toward it. When writ-
ing a check put "Senior Scholarship Fund" in the Memo. Each year we offer our graduating Seniors an oppor-
tunity to apply for a scholarship toward the school they will attend in the fall. Thank you! 
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Apr.1 Sharon Speich;  Apr. 3 Ron Roberts; Apr. 4 Sandy Garvin; Apr. 5 Toni Harvey, Earle Kask, Katie 
Leifeld;  Apr. 6 Montana Miller, Spencer Roll;  Apr. 8 Margaret Tulgren;  Apr. 12 Ryan Bastyr;  Apr. 13 Al-
ice Schoenecker;  Olivia Meline; Apr. 21 Jim Calvin, Katelynn Wright; Apr. 22 Alan Butterfield, Pat Grogan;  
Apr. 23 Vicki Anderson, Alexander Eitzman, Jessica Hibberd;  Apr. 25 Keith Wright;  Apr. 30 Ashley An-
derson. 
 
MUSIC   
JOYFUL NOISE  Congratulations to the Zoom Chancel Choir for a very successful beginning of the 

year and Lenten Season. We are probably taking a break for a while so we are ask-
ing for solos, duets and small musical groups to offer special music for our services 
LIVE beginning in May. If you are interested (and I hope you ARE!) please contact 
Gaye Fisher (contact info is correct in our church directory and on our web-
site). Looking forward to a variety of instrumental and vocal music! 
In Christ's Service,-- Gaye H. Fisher-Music Director 

April  2021 

THE WINNERS' CIRCLE will be gathering via Zoom on Thursday, April 8th at 10:00am  for national 
“All is Ours Day” and we will be celebrating our blessings! This meeting is open to ALL WOMEN- if 
you’re interested in getting the Zoom information, just send an email to vleeanders@gmail.com! 
Thanks! 
 
UMM - UNITED METHODIST MEN 
The UMM will meet on Zoom April 10th at 8:00 am. Meeting information will be distribut-
ed by email during the week before. All men of the congregation are invited to attend. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP 
The prayer shawl group continues to knit and visit through Zoom meetings. We contin-
ued to make prayer shawls for people who may benefit from one. Contact the church 
office to give a shawl to someone in need. 
Would you like to join our knitting group? We “meet” every Wednesday at 10:30 am 

via Zoom. Contact Diane Jackson at 651-233-8684 so she can add you to the Zoom invite. We would like 
to see you join us!  
 
 
SERVICE: Do you need someone to do minor repairs or other small jobs around the house?  If so, con-
tact Tom Ash to discuss at 651-472-2525 or tomash2429@hotmail.com. 
 
 
FURNITURE OFFERED!  Because of some changes in our Gathering Space (Narthex area), there are 
two multicolored loveseats that are not being used.  There is no charge for these but we hope that some-
one in our church family or someone that you know would be interested. Please call the church office if 
you are interested.   
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Sponsor Name:      Stillwater High School  
LOCATION:          First United Methodist Church Stillwater  
Address:                813 W Myrtle St (@Greeley) , Stillwater, MN 55082  
Room Name:         Fellowship Hall 
Drive Date:            4/23/2021 Friday 
Procedure Type:      Blood donation, platelets, etc. 

We are hosting a blood drive.  Appointments are necessary.  Go to redcross.org/donate and 
search SAHS to find this particular blood drive and make an appointment between 10:00am 
and 4:00 pm.  Please wear a mask. 

 
 

WE HAVE COLLECTED ABOUT 150 BOTTLES SO FAR!!  
KEEP THEM COMING! 
We are grateful for the donations and we are 
continuing the “Pill Bottles to the Rescue”  
campaign: 
 
Did you know that nearly 70 percent of Americans take at least one prescrip-
tion drug, and many take two or more? That’s a ton of empty pill bottles. 
While some of these are recycled or reused, many of them end up in landfills. 

Cincinnati-based Matthew 25: Ministries, an international humanitarian aid and disaster relief organization, 
accepts donations of empty plastic pill bottles. These bottles are then sent where medical supplies are 
needed,  
Did you know that often the pills people receive in developing countries are wrapped in paper scraps. They 
have no protection from moisture or the elements and are not safely out of reach of small children. Those 
orange pill bottles we take for granted are gratefully received in many parts of the world. 
. 
If you can donate, please rinse the bottle with warm, soapy water and remove the labels and 
sticky stuff and allow to dry. Drop them off in our church office or leave them in a bag in our 
mailbox. Please call Monica in our church office at 651-439-1880 or Kathleen Ramsay at 651-
219-0951 if you have any questions. 
 
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts the following: 
Prescription and over-the-counter pill bottles 
Large and small pill bottles- with and without child-resistant caps 
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   

 
               

 
 

 1 6:30 pm 
Maundy 
Service 
Facebook Live 

2 Good 
Friday 
 
 

3 8:00 am 
AA meeting  

4 Easter 
6:30 am Sunrise 
service. 9:30 am 
Worship 
Facebook Live 

5  6:30 pm 
Zoom book 
study 

6 4:30 pm 
Bells practice  

 

 

7 10:30 am 
Knitters  
 

8  9  10 8:00 am 
AA meeting  
8:00 am 
UMM on 
Zoom 

11 9:30 am 
Worship  
Facebook Live 
 

12   13  
4:30 pm Bells 
practice  

14 10:30 am 
Knitters   
3:00 pm Finance 
Zoom meeting 

15 1:30 pm 
Caring Team 
Zoom Mtg. 
      

16 
 
 
 

17 8:00 am 
AA meeting  

18 9:30 am 
Worship  
Facebook Live 
 

19  20 4:30 pm 
Bells practice  

 
 
   

21 10:30 am 
Knitters   
 

22               23 10-4pm 
Red Cross 
blood Drive 
at FUMC 
 

24 8:00 am 
AA meeting  
 
 

25 9:30 am 
Worship & Bells 
choir Facebook 
Live 
 

26   27 No Bells 
practice 
7:00 pm Ad 
Council 
Zoom 

28 29 30 
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