
Prepa Tec Los Angeles High School A-G Course Offerings 
 

Department A-G Course Offerings 

Grade Level 9th 10th 11th 12th 

English 
  
UCOP Subject 
Area – B 
 
 
 
 

Language 
and 
Literature 9 
A/B 
(English 9 
A/B) 

Language and 
Literature 10 A/B 
(English 10 A/B) 

Language & 
Literature 11 
(English 11 A/B)  
 
Language and 
Literature IB HL 1 
 
AP English 
Language and 
Composition 

Language and 
Literature 12 A/B  
 (Lang & Lit IB HL 2 
 
AP English Literature 
and Composition 

Foreign Language 
 
 UCOP Subject 
Area - E 

Spanish 1 
A/B 

Spanish 2 A/B French Pamoja AB 
Initio Y1 
 
Spanish IB HL1 
Spanish IB SL 
Spanish 11 or 
Spanish 3 

French Pamoja AB 
Initio Y2 
 
Spanish IB HL2 
 
Spanish IB SL2 

Social Sciences  
 
UCOP Subject 
Area – A 
 
 

World 
Geography 
A/B 

World History 
A/B 

US History or 
History 11 A/B 
 
History IB  HL 1 
 

Government 
Economics (Mr Chung 
Units) 
History of the 
Americas IB HL2 
(History IB HL 2) 
 

Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
 
 

  Environmental 
Science (Edgenuity) 
 
Environmental 
Systems and 
Societies 
 
Environmental 
Systems and 
Societies IB SL  
 
Sports, Exercise 
and Health Science 
IB SL 1 
 
AP Environmental 
Science 

Environmental 
Systems and Society 
IB SL 2 
 
Sports Exercise and 
Health Science IB SL 
2 
 
AP Environmental 
Science 

Life Sciences with 
Lab 
 

Biology 1 
A/B 

 Biology IB SL  
 

Biology IB SL 2 



UCOP Subject 
Area – D 

Physical Sciences 
with Lab 
 
UCOP Subject 
Area – D 

 Chemistry Chemistry 
 
Physics 

Physics 

Mathematics 
 
UCOP Subject 
Area – C 
 
 

Algebra 1 
A/B 
 
Geometry 
A/B 
 
Algebra 2 
A/B 
 
 

Algebra 1 A/B 
 
Geometry A/B 
 
Algebra 2 A/B 

Geometry A/B 
Algebra 2 A/B 
Mathematics 11 A/B 
Mathematics IB SL  
Mathematics IB HL 
1 
Pre-Calculus 
AP Calculus A/B 

Algebra 2 A/B 
Mathematics IB SL 2 
Mathematics IB HL 2 
AP Calculus A/B 
Pre-Calculus 

Visual and 
Performing Arts  
 
UCOP Subject 
Area – F 

Art 1A/B Art 2A/B 
 

Film IB Pamoja SL  
Photography A/B 
Visual Art IB HL  
Visual Art IB SL  

Film IB Pamoja SL Y2 
Photography A/B 
Visual Art IB HL 2 
Visual Art IB SL 2 

Electives 
 
UCOP Subject 
Area – G 
 
 

Botany 
 
English 
Language 
Development 

Botany 
 
English 
Language 
Development 

Botany 
Business 
Management IB SL  
English Language 
Development 
Personal Finance  
Model United 
Nations 
Theory of 
Knowledge IB Y1 
Theory of 
Knowledge  
Psychology IB SL  
Pamoja  

Botany 
Business 
Management IB SL 2 
English Language 
Development 
Personal Finance 
Model United Nations  
Psychology IB SL 
Pamoja 2 
Theory of Knowledge 
IB Y2 
Theory of Knowledge 
12 

College Electives 
 

 College Prep/ 
Design 10 A/B 

World Religions IB 
SL Y1 

World Religions IB SL 
2 

A-1st Semester 
B-2nd Semester 
Physical Education 2-years-not A-G Course 
ELD is conducted in all classes and supported by identified ELD designated block-support 
  



 

Course Descriptions For All Core 
“a” through “g” Approved Courses (UCOP) 

WASC Accredited 
 

ENGLISH “b” 
 
Language &amp; Literature 9 
English 9 A/B / 304/314 
English 9 
Course Overview: Language & Literature 9 
provides an introduction to informational and 
literary genres and lays a foundation of 
critical reading and analytical writing skills. 
Through texts that range from essays, 
speeches, articles and historical documents 
to a novel, a play, poetry, and novellas, 
students analyze the use of elements of 
literature and nonfiction. As they develop 
their writing skills and respond to claims, 
students learn to formulate arguments and 
use textual evidence to support their 
position. To improve their listening and 
speaking skills, students engage with a 
variety of media types through which they 
analyze and synthesize information, discuss 
material, create presentations, and share 
their work. Students build their writing and 
speaking skills in journal responses, 
discussions, frequent free-response 
exercises, and essays or presentations, 
learning to communicate clearly and credibly 
in narrative, argumentative and expository 
styles. Throughout the course, students are 
evaluated through a diversity of 
assessments and writing practices 
specifically designed to prepare them for the 
content, form, and depth of the Common 
Core assessments as well as the 10th grade 
courses.  
 
Language and Literature 10 A/B 
Department: English 
Grade: 10 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 9, English 9 A/B 
(Recommended) 
Course Overview: Language & Literature 10 
builds on skills taught in Language & 
Literature 9. In this course, students refine 
skill in literary analysis, focusing with greater 

depth on the techniques and effects of both 
informational and literary genres. Through 
texts that range from essays, speeches, 
articles and historical documents to a novel, 
a play, poetry, and short stories, students 
analyze the use of elements of literature and 
nonfiction. Student writing also advances 
through the development of more 
sophisticated argumentation. As they 
develop their writing skills and respond to 
claims, students formulate more nuanced 
and sophisticated arguments using a range 
of textual  
and multimedia evidence and, when 
appropriate, personal experience to support 
their position. To improve their listening and 
speaking skills, students engage with a 
variety of media types through which they 
analyze and synthesize information, discuss 
material, create presentations, and share 
their work. 
Students build their writing and speaking 
skills in journal responses, discussions, 
frequent free-response exercises, and 
essays or presentations, learning to 
communicate clearly and credibly in 
narrative, argumentative and informative 
styles. Throughout the course, students are 
evaluated through a diversity of 
assessments and writing practices.  
 
Language & Literature 11 A/B 
Department: English 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 9, English 9 A/B 
(Required) 
Language & Literature 10, English 10 A/B 
(Recommended) 
Course Description: 
Course Description: In the language A: 
language and literature course students will 
learn about the complex and dynamic nature 
of language and explore both its practical 
and aesthetic dimensions. They will explore 
the crucial role language plays in 



communication, reflecting experience and 
shaping the world. Students will also learn 
about their own roles as producers of 
language and develop their productive skills. 
Throughout the course, students will explore 
the various ways in which language choices, 
text types, literary forms and contextual 
elements all effect meaning.  Through close 
analysis of various text types and literary 
forms, students will consider their own 
interpretations, as well as the critical 
perspectives of others, to explore how such 
positions are shaped by cultural belief 
systems and to negotiate meanings for texts.  
Students will engage in activities that involve 
them in the process of production and help 
shape their critical awareness of how texts 
and their associated visual and audio 
elements work together to influence the 
audience/reader and how audiences/readers 
open up the possibilities of texts. With its 
focus on a wide variety of communicative 
acts, the course is meant to develop 
sensitivity to the foundational nature, and 
pervasive influence, of language in the world 
at large. 
In this course, students study a wide range 
of literary and non-literary texts in a variety of 
media. By examining communicative acts 
across literary form and textual type 
alongside appropriate secondary readings, 
students will investigate the nature of 
language itself and the ways in which it 
shapes and is influenced by identity and 
culture. Approaches to study in the course 
are meant to be wide ranging and can 
include literary theory, sociolinguistics, 
media studies and critical discourse analysis 
among others. 
 
AP English Language and Composition 
Department: English 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 9 (Required) 
Language & Literature 10 (Required) 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Description:  
(From College Board):Learn about the 
elements of argument and composition as 
you develop your critical-reading and writing 
skills. You’ll read and analyze nonfiction 

works from various periods and write essays 
with different aims: for example, to explain an 
idea, argue a point, or persuade your reader 
of something.  
 
Language and Literature IB HL 1 
Department: English  
Grade: 11 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 9, English 9 A/B 
(Required) 
Language & Literature 10, English 10 A/B 
(Required) 
Course Description: Introduces the critical 
study and interpretation of written and 
spoken texts from a wide range of literary 
forms and non literary text-types.  
 
Language and Literature 11 A/B 
Department: English 
Grade: 11 
Language & Literature 11 expands on core 
skills taught in Language & Literature 10 
primarily focused on American Literature. In 
this course, students refine their skill in 
literary analysis, focusing with greater depth 
on the techniques and effects of both 
informational and literary genres. Through 
texts that range from essays, speeches, 
articles and historical documents to novels, 
graphic novels, a play, poetry, and short 
stories, students analyze the use of elements 
of literature and nonfiction. Student writing 
continues to advance through the 
development of more sophisticated 
argumentation. As they develop their writing 
skills and respond to claims, students 
formulate nuanced and sophisticated 
arguments using a range of textual and 
multimedia evidence and, when appropriate, 
personal experience to support their position. 
To improve their listening and speaking 
skills, students engage with a variety of 
media types through which they analyze and 
synthesize information, discuss material, 
create presentations, and share their work. 
Students build their writing and speaking 
skills in journal responses, discussions, 
frequent free-response exercises, and 
essays or presentations, learning to 
communicate clearly and credibly in 



narrative, argumentative and informative 
styles. Throughout the course, students are 
evaluated through a diversity of 
assessments and writing practices 
specifically designed to prepare them for the 
content, form, and depth of the Common 
Core assessments. 
 
AP English Literature and Composition 
Department: English 
Grade: 12th 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 10 (Recommended) 
Language & Literature 11 (Recommended) 
Course Description:  
(From College Board):Learn about the 
elements of argument and composition as 
you develop your critical-reading and writing 
skills. You’ll read and analyze nonfiction 
works from various periods and write essays 
with different aims: for example, to explain an 
idea, argue a point, or persuade your reader 
of something.  
 
English IB HL2 
Department: English 
Grade: 12 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 9, English 9 A/B 
(Required) 
Language & Literature 10, English 10 A/B 
(Required) 
Language & Literature 11 (Required) 
Course Description: Introduces the critical 
study and interpretation of written and 
spoken texts from a wide range of literary 
forms and non literary text-types.  
 
Language and Literature 12 A/B 
Department: English 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisites: 
Language & Literature 9, English 9 A/B 
(Required) 
Language & Literature 10, English 10 A/B 
(Required) 
Language & Literature 11, English 11 A/B 
(Recommended) 
Course Overview: This course stresses the 
continued development of writing skills, 

especially argumentative and informational 
writing; the study of English grammar and 
usage, and the study of British Literature 
through selected authors and works 
including a Shakespearean play.  Students 
will make oral presentations, complete 
argumentative - responses to literature, and 
write a research paper (informational). 
Reading comprehension, vocabulary 
development, listening, discussing, 
understanding media and utilization of 
technological skills will be applied to help 
students enhance their language arts skills to 
become lifelong learners adept with creative 
and critical thinking skills necessary for 
college-level courses. Students will be given 
challenging real-world projects and 
assignments to demonstrate their mastery. 
 
Foreign Language ”e” 
 
Spanish 1 A/B 
Department: Foreign Language 
Grade: 9, 10, 11 
Course Overview: Spanish 1 is an 
introductory course for students who wish to 
learn a second language as well as for those 
with limited Spanish speaking skills. It is 
intended to develop proficiency in each of the 
major communication skills: listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing. Major 
emphasis is on the development of the ability 
to speak fluently with accurate pronunciation 
and intonation while fostering an 
appreciation for the Spanish-speaking 
cultures. 
 
Spanish 2 A/B 
Department: Foreign Language  
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisites: 
Spanish 1 A/B, Spanish 1 or equivalent 
(Required) 
Course Overview: This is the second course 
of Spanish, in which students build upon the 
foundations of Spanish 1. The objective of 
this course is to expose students to different 
types of Spanish literature and build upon 
grammar and vocabulary that was learned 
during the Spanish 1 course. Students will 
study and learn about different cultures and 
traditions from all the Spanish speaking 



countries around the world. Students will 
read and analyze several short stories as 
well as novels. Students will listen to several 
Spanish pieces and be asked to discuss 
what they have heard. Students will focus on 
grammar, learning past tense, and future 
tense for verbs. Students will be expected to 
work in groups for both classwork and 
special projects. Students will give short 
presentations in Spanish. By the end of the 
course, students should be able to hold a 
conversation in Spanish and correctly write 
several paragraphs and short essays. 
 
French Pamoja AB Initio  
Department: Foreign Language 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: French ab initio is 
recommended for students who have little or 
no experience of learning French. Our online 
course is designed to be challenging, 
engaging and a positive educational 
experience for each student. Taking French 
ab initio online will enable students to 
develop their receptive, productive and 
interactive skills; learn with students and 
teachers from around the world; and function 
successfully in a French-speaking 
environment. 
The course covers the following topics: 
Year 1 
Aperçu du cours 
Ma famille et moi 
Apparence et caractère 
Amitiés et relations personnelles 
La vie quotidienne et l’école 
Le monde culinaire 
Ma ville et mon quartier 
Le shopping 
Les vacances et les voyages 
Révision et l’examen de fin d’année 
Les célébrations et les traditions 
 
Spanish IB HL1 
Department: Foregin Language 
Grade: 11 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Description: The DP Spanish 
Language Acquisitions program is designed 
to provide students with the necessary skills 
and intercultural understanding to enable 
them to communicate successfully in an 

environment where the language studied is 
spoken. This course also aims to allow the 
learner to go beyond the confines of the 
classroom, expanding their awareness of the 
world as a whole and fostering respect for 
cultural diversity. 
In this course, students develop receptive, 
productive and interactive communicative 
skills that will allow students to  communicate 
in the target language in familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts. Students will work on 
skills that will allow students to be receptive 
in the target language, which will allow 
students to understand, both verbally and in 
writing, information given in varying levels of 
complexity, ranging from basic sentences 
and some more complex sentences relating 
to the five themes and related topics that will 
be covered in the class. They understand 
simple authentic and adapted written and 
audio texts and related questions in the 
target language. Productive: Students will 
use language to express information fairly 
accurately, in both writing and in speech, 
using a range of basic vocabulary and 
grammatical structures. They communicate 
orally and respond appropriately to most 
questions on the five prescribed themes and 
related topics. Interactive: Students 
understand and respond clearly to some 
information and ideas within the range of the 
five prescribed themes and related topics. 
They engage in simple conversations. They 
use strategies to negotiate meaning and 
foster communication. 
 
Spanish IB SL  
Department: Foreign Language  
Grade: 11, 12 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: The DP Spanish 
Language Acquisitions program is designed 
to provide students with the necessary skills 
and intercultural understanding to enable 
them to communicate successfully in an 
environment where the language studied is 
spoken. This course also aims to allow the 
learner to go beyond the confines of the 
classroom, expanding their awareness of the 
world as a whole and fostering respect for 
cultural diversity. 
 



Spanish 3 or Spanish 11 
Department: Foreign Language 
Grade: 10, 11, 12 
Course Overview: Spanish 3 is a 
communication-centered course where 
students will develop cognitive and linguistic 
abilities in the target language. Students will 
continue to develop their understanding of 
grammatical structures and vocabulary of the 
Spanish language and will establish a strong 
foundation upon which future Spanish 
language acquisition will build. Students will 
broaden their knowledge of Spanish-
speaking cultures, both internationally and 
within the United States, and how those 
cultures vary. 
The course will have four broad themes: (1) 
content, (2) structure, (3) culture and (4) 
communication. Technology will be utilized 
to facilitate a more profound use of the 
language. The ultimate goal of learning to 
communicate in the target language will be 
the ability to function in an increasingly 
diverse community and an increasingly 
demanding world market. The student will 
receive additional training in language skills 
and further exposure to the culture of the 
people who speak the target language. 
 
French Pamoja AB Initio Y2 
Department: Foreign Language 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: French ab initio is 
recommended for students who have little or 
no experience of learning French. Our online 
course is designed to be challenging, 
engaging and a positive educational 
experience for each student. Taking French 
ab initio online will enable students to 
develop their receptive, productive and 
interactive skills; learn with students and 
teachers from around the world; and function 
successfully in a French-speaking 
environment. 
Year 2 
Les loisirs et le sport 
La santé 
Les études et le travail 
La technologie 
Comment faire un bon oral ? 
Les médias et le divertissement 
Préparation aux épreuves 1 et 2 

Les problèmes de l’environnement 
Les questions mondiales 
Révision et entraînement à l’examen 
 
Spanish IB HL2 
Department: Foreign Language 
Grade: 12 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: The DP Spanish 
Language Acquisitions program is designed 
to provide students with the necessary skills 
and intercultural understanding to enable 
them to communicate successfully in an 
environment where the language studied is 
spoken. This course also aims to allow the 
learner to go beyond the confines of the 
classroom, expanding their awareness of the 
world as a whole and fostering respect for 
cultural diversity.. 
 
Spanish IB SL 2 
Department: Foreign Language 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: The DP Spanish 
Language Acquisitions program is designed 
to provide students with the necessary skills 
and intercultural understanding to enable 
them to communicate successfully in an 
environment where the language studied is 
spoken. This course also aims to allow the 
learner to go beyond the confines of the 
classroom, expanding their awareness of the 
world as a whole and fostering respect for 
cultural diversity. 
 
Social Sciences   “a” 
 
World Geography A/B 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade: 9 
Course Overview: This course aims to 
encourage and enable students to 
understand the concept of a global 
community through different areas of studies 
such as Asia, Middle-East- Islam, Europe, 
North and South America, and Sub-Sahara 
Africa. 
Students will... 
learn about cultural components, cultural 
values, and major issues facing these 
regions.  



learn and understand different geographical 
components and geographical vocabulary. 
demonstrate knowledge in research through 
a variety of activities such as oral 
presentations, writing assignments, novel 
reading, and group discussions. 
 
World History A/B 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade: 9, 10 
Course Overview: History is a dynamic, 
evidence-based discipline that involves an 
exciting engagement with the past. It is a 
rigorous intellectual discipline, focused 
around key historical concepts such as 
change, causation, and significance. History 
is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense 
of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline, 
allowing opportunity for engagement with 
multiple perspectives and a plurality of 
opinions. Studying history develops an 
understanding of the past, which leads to a 
deeper understanding of the nature of 
humans and of the world today. The World 
History course is based on a comparative 
and multi-perspective approach to history. It 
involves the study of a variety of types of 
history, including political, economic, social 
and cultural, and provides a balance of 
structure and flexibility. The course 
emphasizes the importance of encouraging 
students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills as well as gaining factual 
knowledge. It puts a premium on developing 
the skills of critical thinking, and on 
developing an understanding of multiple 
interpretations of history. In this way, the 
course involves a challenging and 
demanding critical exploration of the past. 
 
History 11 A/B 
Department: Social Science 
Grade: 11 

Course Overview:History is a dynamic, 
evidence-based discipline that involves an 
exciting engagement with the past. It is a 
rigorous intellectual discipline, focused 
around key historical concepts such as 
change, causation, and significance. History 
is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense 
of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline, 
allowing the opportunity for engagement with 

multiple perspectives and a plurality of 
opinions. Studying history develops an 
understanding of the past, which leads to a 
deeper understanding of the nature of 
humans and of the world today. The US 
history course is based on a comparative and 
multi-perspective approach to history. It 
involves the study of a variety of types of 
history, including political, economic, social 
and cultural, and provides a balance of 
structure and flexibility. The course 
emphasizes the importance of encouraging 
students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills as well as gaining factual 
knowledge. It puts a premium on developing 
the skills of critical thinking, and on 
developing an understanding of multiple 
interpretations of history. In this way, the 
course involves a challenging and 
demanding critical exploration of the past. 

 
History IB HL 1 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade: 11 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: The IB Diploma 
Programme (DP) history course is a world 
history course based on a comparative and 
multi-perspective approach to history. It 
involves the study of a variety of types of 
history, including political, economic, social 
and cultural, and provides a balance of 
structure and flexibility. The course 
emphasizes the importance of encouraging 
students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills as well as gaining factual 
knowledge. It puts a premium on developing 
the skills of critical thinking, and on 
developing an understanding of multiple 
interpretations of history. In this way, the 
course involves a challenging and 
demanding critical exploration of the past 
and how it is reflected in our present.  
 
Government 
Department: Social Science 
Grade: 12 
Prerequisites: 
World History (Required) 
US History (Recommended) 
Course Overview: Students in grade twelve 
pursue a deeper understanding of the 



institutions of American government. They 
compare systems of government in the world 
today and analyze the life and changing 
interpretations of the Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, and the current state of the 
legislative, executive and judiciary branches 
of government. An emphasis is placed on 
analyzing the relationship among federal, 
state and local governments, with particular 
attention paid to important historical 
documents. These standards represent the 
culmination of civic literacy as students 
prepare to vote, participate in community 
activities and assume the responsibilities of 
citizenship. The content of this course will be 
both rigorous and relevant to their life and the 
lives of people like them. 
 
Economics 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: This one-semester course 
provides a solid foundation of the basic 
institutions, concepts, principles and 
practices of economics. Instruction focuses 
on economic concepts that underlie the 
United States market system and its 
operations. The course includes an analysis 
of the American free enterprise system 
through a study of comparative economics. 
They will then compare our economic system 
to those of other countries and make 
reasoned judgements about economic 
questions. They will learn to apply both basic 
Micro and Macroeconomics concepts, and 
use the proper vocabulary to express them. 
Students will be exposed to measurement 
concepts and methods involving tables, 
charts, graphs and index numbers in order to 
comprehend the relationship between 
economic variables. At the conclusion of this 
course, students will have gained an 
overview of basic economic principles and 
theories within a historical context that 
addresses basic economic problems, the 
nature of economic growth, economic 
fluctuations, and national income 
distribution. The ability to understand 
economics enables students to be informed, 
critical citizens that can participate in the 
American economic process. 
 

History of the Americas IB HL2 (History IB 
HL 2) 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade: 12 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: The IB Diploma 
Programme (DP) history course is a world 
history course based on a comparative and 
multi-perspective approach to history. It 
involves the study of a variety of types of 
history, including political, economic, social 
and cultural, and provides a balance of 
structure and flexibility. The course 
emphasizes the importance of encouraging 
students to think historically and to develop 
historical skills as well as gaining factual 
knowledge. It puts a premium on developing 
the skills of critical thinking, and on 
developing an understanding of multiple 
interpretations of history. In this way, the 
course involves a challenging and 
demanding critical exploration of the past 
and how it is reflected in our present.  
 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
 
Environmental Science 
Department: Interdisciplinary Studies 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisites: 
Life Science (Recommended) 
Physical Science (Recommended) 
Biology (Required) 
Course Overview: The goal of the course is 
to facilitate students’ engagement with 
science and engineering practices to 
investigate the dynamic interactions that 
occur between the chemical, physical, and 
biological components of the Earth’s 
environment; and, to explore how humans 
interact, influence, and depend upon it. 
 
Environmental Systems and Societies 
Department: Interdisciplinary Studies 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: ESS is a complex course, 
requiring a diverse set of skills from its 
students. It is firmly grounded in both a 
scientific exploration of environmental 
systems in their structure and function and in 
the exploration of cultural, economic, ethical, 
political, and social interactions of societies 



with the environment. As a result of studying 
this course, students will become equipped 
with the ability to recognize and evaluate the 
impact of our complex system of societies on 
the natural world. The interdisciplinary nature 
of the course requires a broad skill set from 
students and includes the ability to perform 
research and investigations and to 
participate in philosophical discussion. The 
course requires a systems approach to 
environmental understanding and problem-
solving, and promotes holistic thinking about 
environmental issues. It is recognized that to 
understand the environmental issues of the 
21st century and suggest suitable 
management solutions, both the human and 
environmental aspects must be understood. 
Students should be encouraged to develop 
solutions from personal, community and 
global scales. 
Through the exploration of cause and effect, 
the course investigates how values interact 
with choices and actions, resulting in a range 
of environmental impacts. Students develop 
an understanding that the connections 
between environmental systems and 
societies are diverse, varied and dynamic. 
The complexity of these interactions 
challenges those working towards 
understanding the actions required for 
effective guardianship of the planet and 
sustainable and equitable use of shared 
resources. 
 
Environmental Systems and Society IB 
SL  
Department: Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisites: 
Biology, Honors Biology, or Biology IB SL or 
HL1 (Required) 
Chemistry or Honors Chemistry or Chemistry 
IB SL or HL1 (Recommended) 
Earth and Space Science lab course 
(Recommended) 
Algebra 1 or Mathematics 1 (Required) 
Geometry or Mathematics 2 (Required) 
Algebra II or Mathematics 3 (Recommended) 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: ESS is an interdisciplinary 
group 3 and 4 course that is offered only at 
standard level (SL). As an interdisciplinary 

course, ESS is designed to combine the 
methodology, techniques and knowledge 
associated with group 4 (sciences) with 
those associated with group 3 (individuals 
and societies). Because it is an 
interdisciplinary course, students can study 
ESS and have it count as either a group 3 or 
a group 4 course, or as both. If students 
choose the latter option, this leaves the 
opportunity to study an additional subject 
from any other group, including an additional 
group 3 or group 4 subject. 
ESS is a complex course, requiring a diverse 
set of skills from its students. It is firmly 
grounded in both a scientific exploration of 
environmental systems in their structure and 
function and in the exploration of cultural, 
economic, ethical, political, and social 
interactions of societies with the 
environment. As a result of studying this 
course, students will become equipped with 
the ability to recognize and evaluate the 
impact of our complex system of societies on 
the natural world.  
 
Sports Exercise and Health Science IB SL 
1 
Department: Interdisciplinary Studies 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: Sports, exercise and 
health science (SEHS) is an experimental 
science course combining academic study 
with practical and investigative skills. SEHS 
explores the science underpinning physical 
performance and provides the opportunity to 
apply these principles. The course 
incorporates the disciplines of anatomy and 
physiology, biomechanics, psychology and 
nutrition. Students cover a range of core and 
option topics, and carry out practical 
(experimental) investigations in both 
laboratory and field settings. The course 
offers a deeper understanding of the issues 
related to sports, exercise and health in the 
21st century and addresses the international 
dimension and ethics related to both the 
individual and global context. Apart from 
being worthy of study in its own right, SEHS 
is good prepa- ration for courses in higher or 
further education related to sports fitness 
and health, and serves as useful preparation 



for employment in sports and leisure 
industries.  
 
AP Environmental Science 
Department:Interdisciplinary Science  
Grade: 11 ,12 
Prerequisites:  
Biology (Required) 
Chemistry (Recommended) 
Algebra 1 (Required) 
Course Overview:  
(From College Board): Explore and 
investigate the interrelationships of the 
natural world and analyze environmental 
problems, both natural and human-made. 
You’ll take part in laboratory investigations 
and field work. 
 
Environmental Systems and Society IB 
SL 2 
Department: Interdisciplinary Sciences 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: ESS is an interdisciplinary 
group 3 and 4 course that is offered only at 
standard level (SL). As an interdisciplinary 
course, ESS is designed to combine the 
methodology, techniques and knowledge 
associated with group 4 (sciences) with 
those associated with group 3 (individuals 
and societies). Because it is an 
interdisciplinary course, students can study 
ESS and have it count as either a group 3 or 
a group 4 course, or as both. If students 
choose the latter option, this leaves the 
opportunity to study an additional subject 
from any other group, including an additional 
group 3 or group 4 subject. 
ESS is a complex course, requiring a diverse 
set of skills from its students. It is firmly 
grounded in both a scientific exploration of 
environmental systems in their structure and 
function and in the exploration of cultural, 
economic, ethical, political, and social 
interactions of societies with the 
environment.  
 
 
Sports Exercise and Health Science IB SL 
2 
Department: Interdisciplinary Studies 
Grade: 12 

Course Overview: Sports, exercise and 
health science (SEHS) is an experimental 
science course combining academic study 
with practical and investigative skills. SEHS 
explores the science underpinning physical 
performance and provides the opportunity to 
apply these principles. The course 
incorporates the disciplines of anatomy and 
physiology, biomechanics, psychology and 
nutrition. Students cover a range of core and 
option topics, and carry out practical 
(experimental) investigations in both 
laboratory and field settings. The course 
offers a deeper understanding of the issues 
related to sports, exercise and health in the 
21st century and addresses the international 
dimension and ethics related to both the 
individual and global context. Apart from 
being worthy of study in its own right, SEHS 
is good prepa- ration for courses in higher or 
further education related to sports fitness 
and health, and serves as useful preparation 
for employment in sports and leisure 
industries.  
 
Life Science w/Lab “d” 
 
Biology 1 A/B 
Department: Life Sciences with a Lab 
Grade: 9, 10 
Co-requisites: Algebra 1 (Required) 
Course Overview: Biology is the study of life. 
The first organisms appeared on the planet 
over 3 billion years ago and, through 
reproduction and natural selection, have 
given rise to the 8 million or so different 
species alive today. Estimates vary, but over 
the course of evolution, 4 billion species 
could have been produced. Most of these 
flourished for a period of time and then 
became extinct as new, better-adapted 
species took their place. This diversity 
makes biology both an endless source of 
fascination and a considerable challenge. An 
interest in life is natural for humans; not only 
are we living organisms ourselves, but we 
depend on many species for our survival, are 
threatened by some and co-exist with many 
more. From the earliest cave paintings to the 
modern wildlife documentary, this interest is 
as obvious as it is ubiquitous, as biology 
continues to fascinate young and old all over 



the world. Biologists attempt to understand 
the living world at all levels using many 
different approaches and techniques.  
 
Biology IB SL  
Department: Life Sciences with a Lab 
Grade: 11, 12 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: In the DP Biology course, 
students will immerse themselves in the 
world of life on Earth. During the two years of 
study, students will have the ability to bring 
their own understanding of their world 
around them to better connect to the 
essential ideas in Biology . Students will 
engage in inquiry and collaborative activities, 
such as,  practical laboratory experiments, 
interactive studies, develop inquiry questions 
and investigations through the applications 
of the scientific method, and foster 
appreciation for the immense biodiversity on 
planet Earth. Furthermore, students will gain 
an understanding and awareness of global 
concerns by connecting the IB global 
contexts to their learning.  
 
Biology IB SL 2 
Department: Life Sciences with a Lab 
Grade: 12 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: In the DP Biology course, 
students will immerse themselves in the 
world of life on Earth. During the two years of 
study, students will have the ability to bring 
their own understanding of their world 
around them to better connect to the 
essential ideas in Biology . Students will 
engage in inquiry and collaborative activities, 
such as,  practical laboratory experiments, 
interactive studies, develop inquiry questions 
and investigations through the applications 
of the scientific method, and foster 
appreciation for the immense biodiversity on 
planet Earth. Furthermore, students will gain 
an understanding and awareness of global 
concerns by connecting the IB global 
contexts to their learning.  
 
Physical Science w/Lab ”d” 
 
Chemistry 
Department: Physical Sciences 

Grade: 10, 11 
Prerequisites: 
Algebra I (Required) 
Biology, Honors Biology, or Biology IB SL or 
HL1 (Recommended) 
Course Overview: The Chemistry course* 
provides students with strong foundational 
knowledge and conceptual understanding of 
chemistry and has a substantial laboratory 
component. Topics covered in the course 
include investigation and experimentation, 
atomic and molecular structure, chemical 
bonds, conservation of matter and 
stoichiometry, gases and their properties, 
acids and bases, solutions, chemical 
thermodynamics, reaction rates, chemical 
equilibrium, organic and biochemistry, and 
nuclear processes. With inquiry at the core, 
the course aims to guide students to 
independently and collaboratively 
investigate scientific problems through keen 
observation, research, and experimentation, 
and develop their critical thinking and ethical 
reasoning skills to enable them to make 
informed decisions on various issues around 
the world. 
 
Physics 
Department: Science 
Grade: 11, 12 
Prerequisites:  
ALgebra1 (Required) 
Pre-Calculus (Recommended) 
Course Overview: Inspiring students to relate 
knowledge to real-world applications, the 
course connects basic principles to more 
complex ideas in many fascinating areas: 
thermal energy, vibrations and waves, light 
and refraction, sound, electricity, and 
magnetism 
 
Mathematics  “c” 
 
Algebra 1 A/B  
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 9, 10 
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or Equivalent 
(Required) 
Course Overview: This is a beginning course 
in Algebra, in which students will learn to 
reason symbolically. The course is based on 
the Common Core Mathematics standards 



adopted by California. The following topics 
are included: algebraic operations; rules of 
exponents; solving and graphing linear 
equations, inequalities, and quadratics; 
solving systems of equations; parallel and 
perpendicular lines; functions and relations; 
application problems. Algebraic skills are 
applied in a wide variety of problem-solving 
situations.  
 
Geometry A/B 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 9, 10, 11 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 (Recommended) 
Course Overview: In this course, students 
will continue to apply and develop their math 
skills. Students will communicate clearly and 
confidently in a variety of contexts and 
develop logical, critical, and creative thinking 
skills. Students will use two and three-
dimensional geometric shapes (points, lines, 
planes, triangles, polygons, circles, and 
solids) and examine their properties, 
measurements, and mutual relations in 
space. Lastly, students will learn how to 
approach and apply abstract ideas to find 
and predict patterns. These will be skills 
necessary for more advanced levels of 
mathematics and for solving a wide range of 
real-life situations. 
 
Algebra 2 A/B  
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 (Required), 
Geometry (Recommended) 
Course Overview: In this course, students 
will continue to apply, develop, and advance 
their math skills. Students will communicate 
clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 
and develop logical, critical, and creative 
thinking skills. A major goal of this course is 
to develop students' skills in manipulating 
and solving linear, quadratic, exponential, 
polynomial, radical, rational, and logarithmic 
equations. Lastly, students will learn to 
approach and apply abstract ideas to find 
and predict patterns. These applications will 
be skills necessary for more advanced levels 
of mathematics and for solving a wide range 
of real-life situations. 
Mathematics 11 A/B 

Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: This course will offer 
students a “big picture” understanding of 
mathematics. This includes understanding 
how the different areas of mathematics are 
related, and how mathematics makes sense, 
is relevant, and is useful in understanding the 
real world. When students understand this 
aspect of a math course, they are able to 
then gain confidence in learning problem 
solving techniques, using mathematical 
models to represent various real world 
situations, and making and testing 
conjectures. Students will become critical 
thinkers and gain tools necessary in any field 
that requires problem solving. Students 
leaving this course will also be proficient in 
communicating mathematics both verbally 
and symbolically; they will understand the 
why's of the mathematics they are doing; and 
will be able to perform all levels of skills 
based mathematics-including manipulating 
algebraic expressions, using algorithms, and 
solving basic computations. In addition, the 
student will be able to explain how these 
work and be able to answer the question, 
"Why?" 
 
Mathematics IB SL 1 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: Mathematics has been 
described as the study of structure, order and 
relation that has evolved from the practices 
of counting, measuring and describing 
objects. Mathematics provides a unique 
language to describe, explore and 
communicate the nature of the world we live 
in as well as being a constantly building body 
of knowledge and truth in itself that is 
distinctive in its certainty. These two aspects 
of mathematics, a discipline that is studied 
for its intrinsic pleasure and a means to 
explore and understand the world we live in, 
are both separate yet closely linked.  
 
 
Mathematics IB HL 1 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 11 



Course Overview: Mathematics has been 
described as the study of structure, order and 
relation that has evolved from the practices 
of counting, measuring and describing 
objects. Mathematics provides a unique 
language to describe, explore and 
communicate the nature of the world we live 
in as well as being a constantly building body 
of knowledge and truth in itself that is 
distinctive in its certainty. These two aspects 
of mathematics, a discipline that is studied 
for its intrinsic pleasure and a means to 
explore and understand the world we live in, 
are both separate yet closely linked.   The 
mathematics course available to Diploma 
Programme (DP) students express both the 
differences that exist in mathematics 
described above and the connections 
between them.  
 
 
Mathematics IB SL 2 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: Mathematics has been 
described as the study of structure, order and 
relation that has evolved from the practices 
of counting, measuring and describing 
objects. Mathematics provides a unique 
language to describe, explore and 
communicate the nature of the world we live 
in as well as being a constantly building body 
of knowledge and truth in itself that is 
distinctive in its certainty. These two aspects 
of mathematics, a discipline that is studied 
for its intrinsic pleasure and a means to 
explore and understand the world we live in, 
are both separate yet closely linked.  
Mathematics is driven by abstract concepts 
and generalization. This mathematics is 
drawn out of ideas, and develops through 
linking these ideas and developing new 
ones. These mathematical ideas may have 
no immediate practical application. Doing 
such mathematics is about digging deeper to 
increase mathematical knowledge and truth. 
The new knowledge is presented in the form 
of theorems that have been built from axioms 
and logical mathematical arguments and a 
theorem is only accepted as true when it has 
been proven. The body of knowledge that 
makes up mathematics is not fixed; it has 

grown during human history and is growing 
at an increasing rate.  
 
Mathematics IB HL 2 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: Mathematics has been 
described as the study of structure, order and 
relation that has evolved from the practices 
of counting, measuring and describing 
objects. Mathematics provides a unique 
language to describe, explore and 
communicate the nature of the world we live 
in as well as being a constantly building body 
of knowledge and truth in itself that is 
distinctive in its certainty. These two aspects 
of mathematics, a discipline that is studied 
for its intrinsic pleasure and a means to 
explore and understand the world we live in, 
are both separate yet closely linked. .  
 
Pre-Calculus 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 2 (Required) 
Overview: Pre-Calculus is the study of 
graphic, numeric, and analytical approaches 
to the study of pre-calculus concepts from 
college algebra and analytic trigonometry. 
Topics include the real number system; 
algebraic, exponential, and logarithmic 
functions and their inverses; graphing 
techniques for polynomial, rational and 
trigonometric functions; complex numbers; 
theory of equations; trigonometric functions 
and their inverses with emphasis on circular 
functions; trigonometric equations and 
identities; vectors; partial fractions; polar 
coordinates; mathematical induction; 
sequences and series; matrices; and the 
binomial theorem. 
 
AP Calculus A/B 
Department: Mathematics 
Grade: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 (Required) , 
Geometry (Required), Algebra 2 (Required), 
Precalculus or a comparable fourth year 
mathematics course (Required) 
UC Honors Designations: Yes 
Overview:  



(From College Board): Explore the concepts, 
methods, and applications of differential and 
integral calculus. You’ll work to understand 
the theoretical basis and solve problems by 
applying your knowledge and skills. 
 
Visual And Performing Arts “f” 
 
Art 1A/B  
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 9 
Course Overview: In this yearlong course, 
students have opportunities to function as 
artists, as well as learners of the arts. Artists 
have to be curious by developing curiosity 
about themselves, others, and the world. 
Students become effective learners, 
inquirers, and creative problem-solvers. 
Students develop through creating, 
performing, and presenting art in ways that 
engage and convey feelings, experiences 
and ideas. It is through this practice that 
students acquire new skills and master those 
skills developed in prior learning. 
 
Art 2A/B  
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 10 
Course Overview: Art 2 is designed for all 
students who are proficient in traditional and 
non-traditional materials and developing 
accomplished art skills. This course will be 
more rigorous than Art 1. The focuses for the 
course will be exploring various art styles and 
discussing complex ideas to refine art 
techniques. Emphasis is skill building and 
transitioning to higher level art courses to 
complete a pathway towards college and 
career in the arts. Students will be required 
to keep a sketchbook/digital sketchbook. 
Content specific vocabulary will be 
embedded into the curriculum. 
 
Film IB SL - (Film SL - Pamoja)  
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 11 
Co-requisites: English IB SL or HL 
(Recommended) 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: Film SL develops 
students’ skills so that they become adept in 
interpreting and making film texts. Through 

the analysis of film texts and exercises in 
film-making, the course explores film history 
and theory. It also develops students’ critical 
abilities, enabling them to appreciate the 
variety of cultural and historical perspectives 
in film. The course covers the following 
topics: 
Year 1 
The Magic Lantern 
There Was This Guy 
The Dark Side 
A Funny Thing Happened 
Single Vision 
Lenses of Truth 
We’ve Got Rhythm 
Shafts of Light 
 
Photography A/B 
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 11, 12 
Course Overview: This year-long course 
covers basic concepts and practices of 
digital photography, including understanding 
and use of the camera, lenses, and other 
basic photographic equipment. The course 
will address aesthetic principles as they 
relate to composition, space, exposure, light, 
and color. Technological requirements of 
digital formats will be addressed, such as 
formats and resolution. Basic digital 
manipulations of images will be taught in 
preparation for creating a photo portfolio of 
images. This course will include 50 hours of 
an MYP Design Project relating to 
Photography (creation of a portfolio). 
 
Visual Art IB HL  
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: The IB visual art is a 
course for students who are seriously 
interested in the visual arts. The visual arts 
are an integral part of everyday life, 
permeating all levels of human creativity, 
expression, communication and 
understanding. They range from traditional 
forms embedded in local and wider 
communities, societies and cultures, to the 
varied and divergent practices associated 
with new, emerging and contemporary forms 
of visual language in use globally. They may 
have socio-political impact as well as ritual, 



spiritual, decorative and functional value; 
they can be persuasive and subversive in 
some instances, enlightening and uplifting in 
others. We celebrate the visual arts not only 
in the way we create images and objects, but 
also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect 
and respond to the practices of art-making by 
others from around the world.  
 
Visual Art IB SL  
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: The IB visual art is a 
course for students who are seriously 
interested in the visual arts. The visual arts 
are an integral part of everyday life, 
permeating all levels of human creativity, 
expression, communication and 
understanding. They range from traditional 
forms embedded in local and wider 
communities, societies and cultures, to the 
varied and divergent practices associated 
with new, emerging and contemporary forms 
of visual language in use globally. They may 
have socio-political impact as well as ritual, 
spiritual, decorative and functional value; 
they can be persuasive and subversive in 
some instances, enlightening and uplifting in 
others. We celebrate the visual arts not only 
in the way we create images and objects, but 
also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect 
and respond to the practices of art-making by 
others from around the world.  
 
Film IB Pamoja SL 2  
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: Film SL develops 
students’ skills so that they become adept in 
interpreting and making film texts. Through 
the analysis of film texts and exercises in 
film-making, the course explores film history 
and theory. It also develops students’ critical 
abilities, enabling them to appreciate the 
variety of cultural and historical perspectives 
in film. 
The course covers the following topics: 
Year 2 
Shafts of Light 
ME Watching You 
Breaking all the Rules 
The Human Heart 

This Town Ain’t Big Enough 
A New Set of Eyes 
To the Stars 
Final Take 
 
Visual Art IB HL 2 
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: The IB visual art is a 
course for students who are seriously 
interested in the visual arts. The visual arts 
are an integral part of everyday life, 
permeating all levels of human creativity, 
expression, communication and 
understanding. They range from traditional 
forms embedded in local and wider 
communities, societies and cultures, to the 
varied and divergent practices associated 
with new, emerging and contemporary forms 
of visual language in use globally. They may 
have socio-political impact as well as ritual, 
spiritual, decorative and functional value; 
they can be persuasive and subversive in 
some instances, enlightening and uplifting in 
others. We celebrate the visual arts not only 
in the way we create images and objects, but 
also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect 
and respond to the practices of art-making by 
others from around the world.  
 
Visual Art IB SL 2 
Department: Visual and Performing Arts 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: The IB visual art is a 
course for students who are seriously 
interested in the visual arts. The visual arts 
are an integral part of everyday life, 
permeating all levels of human creativity, 
expression, communication and 
understanding. They range from traditional 
forms embedded in local and wider 
communities, societies and cultures, to the 
varied and divergent practices associated 
with new, emerging and contemporary forms 
of visual language in use globally. They may 
have socio-political impact as well as ritual, 
spiritual, decorative and functional value; 
they can be persuasive and subversive in 
some instances, enlightening and uplifting in 
others. We celebrate the visual arts not only 
in the way we create images and objects, but 
also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect 



and respond to the practices of art-making by 
others from around the world.  
ELECTIVES “g” 
 
English Language Development 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Course Overview: English Language 
Development is an intensive course of 
academic and university preparatory English 
instruction that enables students to succeed 
in grade level mainstream English.  To be 
ready for college, career, and life in a 
technological society, students will engage in 
close readings of complex texts across a 
range of types and disciplines in order to 
build knowledge, broaden experiences, and 
expand worldviews.  It is delivered through 
research-based instructional strategies 
appropriate for English learners in the 
Expanding to Bridging levels of language 
proficiency.  
 
Botany 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11, 12 
Course Overview: Botany is the study of 
plants.  It includes their anatomy and 
physiology, ecology and adaptations and 
evolution of plants.  The course also looks at 
applications of plant science including: 
indoor plant care, soil and pest management, 
genetics, propagation, agriculture and 
landscape design.  Students will grow 
representative houseplants for themselves 
and native plants and a few bedding plants. 
 
Business Management IB SL - Pamoja 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: Business Management SL 
is a rigorous and dynamic course that 
explores how business decision-making 
processes impact on internal and external 
environments. In turn, it will explore how 
decision-making processes themselves are 
affected by internal and external 
environments. 
The course covers the following topics: 
Year 1 
Course Overview 
Business Basics 

Stakeholders and Environments 
Growth and Planning Tools 
Basics of Marketing 
Marketing Mix and More 
Sources of Finance 
Financial Accounts 
Assessments 
 
Personal Finance  
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11, 12 
Prerequisites: Algebra (Required) 
Course Overview: The Personal Finance 
course is designed to introduce students to 
common financial institutions that will play a 
role in their lives.  The goal is to equip 
students with the knowledge needed to make 
sound financial decisions and guide them in 
their decision making as young adults living 
in a vast and complex financial system.  
Students will investigate the different types of 
expenditures including living, transportation 
and educational expenses.  They will 
compare the cost of economical versus 
premium apartment units, including the 
impact on cost based on the location.  
Students will understand the cost of car 
ownership, ranging from loan payments to 
insurance.  They will analyze an amortization 
schedule, and be able to identify the different 
car-insurance coverage.  They will explore 
career paths that are high-paying to low-
paying and compare their respective work to 
life balance.  Students will create a personal 
budget that incorporates the expenses and 
income that was previously studied.  The 
budget will have a timeframe for when they 
are two years out of high school as it is during 
this time when they will first encounter many 
of the items studied.  Students will complete 
their budget by presenting it to the class as 
an oral presentation.  Students will explore 
the stock market as a method of investment, 
and participate in a simulated long-term 
buy/sell exchange of stocks. They will 
identify how their financial decisions affect 
their credit score, and learn how to manage 
a checking account. The course concludes 
with the study of financial scams and fraud, 
and different strategies to avoid them. 
 
Model United Nations 



Department: Electives 
Grade: 11,12 
Course Overview: Model United Nations 
provides an engaging activity for students to 
develop these skills.  As a compliment to 
Windward’s Global Studies program, this 
elective guides students through detailed 
investigations of different countries’ cultures 
and perspectives on pressing global issues 
in preparation to participate as delegates in 
MUN conferences. This is a team oriented, 
student-centered course, so the topics 
covered will be largely influenced by student 
interest in conjunction with predetermined 
assignments from the hosting organization 
for each Model UN conference attended as 
well as thematic units designed by the 
teacher to be completed between 
conference prepartion times.  We will draw 
from and build upon theories about team 
building and performance, international 
relations and diplomacy, as well as utilize 
best practices in historical research in 
preparation for each Model UN conference. 
 
Theory of Knowledge IB  
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: TOK plays a special role 
in the Diploma Programme by providing an 
opportunity for students to reflect on the 
nature of knowledge. The task of TOK is to 
emphasize connections between areas of 
knowledge and link them to the knower in 
such a way that the knower can become 
aware of his or her own perspectives and 
those of the various groups whose 
knowledge he or she shares. TOK, therefore, 
explores both the personal and shared 
aspects of knowledge and investigates the 
relationships between them. 
The raw material of TOK is knowledge itself. 
Students think about how knowledge is 
arrived at in the various disciplines, what the 
disciplines have in common and the 
differences between them. The fundamental 
question of TOK is “how do we know that?” 
The answer might depend on the discipline 
and the purpose to which the knowledge is 
put. TOK explores methods of inquiry and 
tries to establish what it is about these 
methods that makes them effective as 

knowledge tools. In this sense, TOK is 
concerned with knowing about knowing. 
The individual knower has to try to make 
sense of the world and understand his or her 
relationship to it. He or she has at his or her 
disposal the resources of the areas of 
knowledge, for example, the academic 
disciplines studied in the Diploma 
Programme. He or she also has access to 
ways of knowing such as memory, intuition, 
reason and sense perception that help us 
navigate our way in a complex world. 
 
Theory of Knowledge  
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: TOK plays a special role 
in the Diploma Programme by providing an 
opportunity for students to reflect on the 
nature of knowledge. The task of TOK is to 
emphasize connections between areas of 
knowledge and link them to the knower in 
such a way that the knower can become 
aware of his or her own perspectives and 
those of the various groups whose 
knowledge he or she shares. TOK, therefore, 
explores both the personal and shared 
aspects of knowledge and investigates the 
relationships between them. 
 
Psychology IB SL Pamoja  
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: Psychology is the 
systematic study of behaviour and mental 
processes. Psychology has a variety of 
research designs and applications, and 
provides a unique approach to 
understanding modern society. Taking 
Psychology SL online will enable students to 
access a rich source of information about 
factors that influence human behaviour; 
develop their understanding of people in 
general and themselves in particular; and 
acquire effective work habits to regulate their 
own learning. 
The course covers the following topics: 
Year 1 
Introduction to IB Psychology 
Approaches to Research 
Biological Approaches 
Cognitive Approaches 



Sociocultural Approaches 
Exam and Sociocultural Approaches 2 
Introduction to the IA 
 
Business Management IB SL 2 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: Business Management SL 
is a rigorous and dynamic course that 
explores how business decision-making 
processes impact on internal and external 
environments. In turn, it will explore how 
decision-making processes themselves are 
affected by internal and external 
environments. 
The course covers the following topics: 
Year 2 
HRM Functions and Structures 
Motivation and Leadership 
Operations Management 
Trial Exam 
Paper 1 Case Study 
Individual Study Plan 
 
Psychology IB SL Pamoja 2 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: Psychology is the 
systematic study of behaviour and mental 
processes. Psychology has a variety of 
research designs and applications, and 
provides a unique approach to 
understanding modern society. Taking 
Psychology SL online will enable students to 
access a rich source of information about 
factors that influence human behaviour; 
develop their understanding of people in 
general and themselves in particular; and 
acquire effective work habits to regulate their 
own learning. 
The course covers the following topics: 
Year 2 
IA 
Social and Cultural Approaches Part 3 
Abnormal Psychology part 1 and IA 
Review and Trail Exam 
Abnormal Psychology Part 2 
Abnormal Psychology Part 3 
Exam Preparation 
This course covers the following applied 
psychology option: 
Abnormal psychology 

 
Theory of Knowledge IB 2 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 11 
Course Overview: TOK plays a special role 
in the Diploma Programme by providing an 
opportunity for students to reflect on the 
nature of knowledge. The task of TOK is to 
emphasize connections between areas of 
knowledge and link them to the knower in 
such a way that the knower can become 
aware of his or her own perspectives and 
those of the various groups whose 
knowledge he or she shares. TOK, therefore, 
explores both the personal and shared 
aspects of knowledge and investigates the 
relationships between them. 
The raw material of TOK is knowledge itself. 
Students think about how knowledge is 
arrived at in the various disciplines, what the 
disciplines have in common and the 
differences between them. The fundamental 
question of TOK is “how do we know that?” 
The answer might depend on the discipline 
and the purpose to which the knowledge is 
put. TOK explores methods of inquiry and 
tries to establish what it is about these 
methods that makes them effective as 
knowledge tools. In this sense, TOK is 
concerned with knowing about knowing. 
Theory of Knowledge 12 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 12 
Course Overview: TOK plays a special role 
in the Diploma Programme by providing an 
opportunity for students to reflect on the 
nature of knowledge. The task of TOK is to 
emphasize connections between areas of 
knowledge and link them to the knower in 
such a way that the knower can become 
aware of his or her own perspectives and 
those of the various groups whose 
knowledge he or she shares. TOK, therefore, 
explores both the personal and shared 
aspects of knowledge and investigates the 
relationships between them. 
 
College Electives 
 
College Prep/ Design 10 A/B 
Department: Electives 
Grade: 10 



Course Overview: 
 
World Religions IB SL 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade: 11 
Prerequisites: C or better in AP European or 
World History (Recommended) 
UC Honors Designation: Yes 
Course Overview: The religions should be 
studied in such a way that students acquire 
a sense of what it is like to belong to a 
particular religion and how that influences 
the way in which the followers of that religion 
understand the world, act in it, and relate and 
respond to others. 
The course consists of an introductory unit, 
exploring five of the nine living world religions 
that form the basis of the syllabus. This is 
complemented by an in-depth study of two 
religions chosen from six world religions. 
This part of the syllabus is guided by themes, 
key concepts and key questions. The final 
component is the investigative study, which 
provides opportunities for individual research 
of an aspect of the religious experience, 
practice or belief of a group and/or individual 
adherent 

 
World Religions IB SL 2 
Department: Social Sciences 
Grade 12 
Prerequisites: World Religions IB SL 
UC Honors Designations: Yes 
Course Overview: The religions should be 
studied in such a way that students acquire 
a sense of what it is like to belong to a 
particular religion and how that influences 
the way in which the followers of that religion 
understand the world, act in it, and relate and 
respond to others. 
The course consists of an introductory unit, 
exploring five of the nine living world religions 
that form the basis of the syllabus. This is 
complemented by an in-depth study of two 
religions chosen from six world religions. 
This part of the syllabus is guided by themes, 
key concepts and key questions. The final 
component is the investigative study, which 
provides opportunities for individual research 
of an aspect of the religious experience, 
practice or belief of a group and/or individual 
adherents. 
 

 

 
 


