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Pioneer Dinner Honoring Fredericksburg’s Founding Families Set for Sunday, May 8 

FREDERICKSBURG, TX – In conjunc@on with Fredericksburg’s 175th Anniversary, a Pioneer 
Dinner honoring Fredericksburg’s founding families will take place on Sunday, May 8, from Noon 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Adelsverein Halle at Marktplatz.  

  

Sponsored by Woolsacks, the event will honor descendants of the original pioneers 
listed in the 1850 Fredericksburg census who are 75 years of age and older. Reserva@ons for the 
Pioneer Dinner are now closed.  

Timothy Koock recalls, “Friedrich and Caroline Bartel Koock sailed from Hamburg, 
Christmas Day 1845, with their five children. Three children died during the difficult voyage to 
Indianola. Friedrich, a schoolteacher, died tragically later; Christmas Eve 1846 on Barron’s Creek, 
exactly one year from leaving Germany. That had to be a very sad Christmas in our family. My 
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great grandparents, Wilhelm Koock and Wilhelmina Jordon Koock (losing seven of their 12 
children) opened a mercan@le store in 1868 serving the Hill Country wool and mohair ranchers. 
Woolsacks con@nues this family tradi@on with a great partner, Tom Gromus, now serving this 
industry across the United States.” 

 The 1850 census shows that there were 110 family units in Fredericksburg, with the 
oldest person being 68 years old.  

    The majority of the residents in 1850 had been born in Germany, with some born in Texas. 
According to the census, there were also a small number of people from the countries of 
England, Ireland and Sweden. In addi@on, some residents had been born in New York, Arkansas, 
Kentucky and Tennessee.  

   The list of occupa@ons tells a story of the early se7lement with some expected occupa@ons 
like farmer, laborer, merchant, wheelwright, saddler, medical doctor, teacher, gunsmith, 
stonemason, baker and surveyor.  

   Interes@ngly some careers that are s@ll in high demand in Fredericksburg today were already 
present in 1850 such as hotel keeper and barkeeper.    

 For more informa@on on the 175th Anniversary Grand Finale Weekend events, please 
visit 175th.org. 
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