
 
Signature Workshops/Webinars 

All of our signature workshops include the same core content and may include additional information to 
fit the workshop theme.  
 
Paying For College Without Going Broke   
Our most popular workshop returns this season to explore the complex world of need-based and merit-
based financial aid. Parents and students will learn strategies for lowering their EFC (Expected Family 
Contribution), and tips for optimizing college admissions and scholarships. 
 
Grants, Scholarships and Loans: A College Financial Aid Overview 
This workshop will introduce the various financial aid options and focus on some of the biggest college 
planning mistakes families should avoid. It will also reveal unique techniques to reduce the Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC) that can save thousands on college costs. 
 
How to Reduce College Costs: Strategies You Need to Know  
This workshop introduces little-known financial strategies parents can use to reduce college costs, 
improve admissions chances and increase scholarship opportunities. Learn income, asset and borrowing 
tools not addressed at other college planning seminars. 
 
Making Your Dream College a Financial Reality  
This unique workshop will demonstrate how some of the most expensive colleges can actually cost less 
than an in-state university. Families will learn how to compare the net price of college instead of the 
sticker price and gain financial strategies that can save them thousands of dollars.  
 

Specialty Workshops/Webinars 
Each of our specialty workshops dives deeper on a specific aspect of college financial aid.  

Understanding College Financial Aid—and How You Can Benefit From It 
This workshop is designed as a follow-up to any of our signature workshops. It includes more of 
a deep dive on financial strategies for affording college (with less focus on academic strategies, 
although it still touches on some of the most important ones).  
 
Financial Strategies for Early College Planners (for middle school families) 
This workshop will emphasize the importance of getting a jumpstart on college planning and introduce 
financial aid options available to early planners. It will also cover mistakes to avoid when saving for 
college and recommend college-planning resources for families. 
 
Becoming Debt-Free: Strategies for Paying Off College Loans 
This new workshop covers strategies including federal income-driven repayment plans and forgiveness 
programs. Whether you’re still paying off your own college debt or your shouldering parent PLUS loans 
for your child’s education, this workshop will give you actionable solutions. 

 

Webinar & Workshop Offerings 



 
Scheduling Details 

Please work with Samantha Uribe, My College Planning Team’s Community Outreach Director, to 
schedule your next workshop and/or webinar. samantha@mycollegeplanningteam.com. 

• All of our offerings can be presented as either in-person workshops or online webinars.  

• We will handle the technical logistics of webinars using our Zoom Webinars account.  

• Each option is free, designed for parents and presented by experts from MCPT. 

 
NEW: Coronavirus updates 

Given the impact that the spread of COVID-19 is having on college planning, admissions and financial 
aid, all of our workshops and webinars will include relevant updates related to the coronavirus, such as: 

• Information about how students can appeal their financial aid award if their family’s situation 
has changed due to the pandemic.  

• Updates about the trend toward test-optional admissions policies, which has been accelerated by 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

• Details about the student loan repayment protections afforded by the CARES Act. 
 

Workshop/Webinar Speakers 
Our workshop/webinar speakers include high school counselors, financial aid experts and Certified 
Financial Planners. Depending on the size of the expected audience, the workshop/webinar may be 
presented by one or two speakers, or as a panel discussion format with three or more speakers. Please 
contact us to request a full list of speaker bios if you’re interested. Below are some of our top speakers. 

 
From left to right: Sharon Holdvogt, high school college counselor; Matt Grzetich, college financial aid 
officer; Katie Granholm, high school college counselor; Shane Cole, high school college and scholarship 
counselor; Billie Jo Weis, financial aid expert; Jim Kraiss, Certified Financial Planner. 

 

Webinar & Workshop Details 


