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EAS 2009 – Holiday Valley
Session Five (In The Apiary) – Queens – Nancy Troup
Session Six – Diseases - Detection/Diagnosis/Rem-

edy – William Troup
Session Seven – Integrated Pest Management (IPM) –

Landi Simone
Session Eight – The Importance Of Record Keeping –

Ray Lackey

Tuesday
Level One
Session Nine – Innovations/Laborsaving Devices/

Gadgets – Allen Hayes
Session Ten – Beekeeping Around The World –

Bob Cole
Session Eleven – The Beekeeper’s Year –

Kent Williams

Merrimack Valley Apiaries Tour for everybody in Level One
and Level Two after lunch on Tuesday.

Evening Q&A

EAS 2009 Short Course Schedule
Here’s your chance to explore practical aspects of bee-

keeping with EAS Master Beekeepers who will be the in-
structors for the Level One Short Course. They are the
‘been there, done that, what to do and what not to do’
experts from across the spectrum of American Beekeep-
ing. Join the Master Beekeepers to learn how to move be-
yond your successful start in beekeeping to achieve suc-
cess in subsequent seasons.

Level One
Monday
Session One – Housekeeping. Introduction. End Of

First Season Assessment – Where Do I Go From
Here? – Barry Thompson

Session Two – Fall Planning, Winter Preparations,
Overwintering – Billy Davis

Session Three – End Of Winter/Spring Preparations –
Joe Kovaleski

Session Four – Honey/Honey Houses/Marketing –
Rick Cooper

Monday Level 2 Short Course
Room 1 Room 2 Outside
Introduction Introduction
IPM Lab, Nick Calderone Winter Prep N/S, Clarence Collison Reading A Colony, Larry Connor
IPM Continued Indoor Wintering, Paul Kozak Grafting, Dave Tarpy
Bee Breeding, Ernesto Guzman Winter Prep N/S, Clarence Collison Mating Nucs, Jennifer Berry
IPM Lab, Nick Calderone Indoor Wint, Paul Kozak Reading A Colony, Larry Connor
IPM Continues Marketing, Ann Harman Open
Honey House, Kim Flottum Winter Prep N/S, Clarence Collison Grafting, Dave Tarpy
Marketing, Ann Harman Bee Breeding, Ernesto Guzman Mating Nucs, Jennifer Berry
Evening Q&A

Tuesday Level two Short Course
Room 1 Room 2 Outside
IPM Lab, Nick Calderone Indoor Wintering, Paul Kozak Mating Nucs, Jennifer Berry
IPM Continued Honey House, Kim Flottum Reading Colony, Larry Connor
Bee Breeding, Ernesto Guzman Marketing, Ann Harman Grafting, Dave Tarpy

Merrimack Valley Apiaries Tour for everybody in Level One and Level Two after lunch on Tuesday.

Evening Q&A

What’s Inside
• Potherings From Our Chairman
• A Glimpse of EAS 2009
• From The Colonies
• Your 2009 Registration Form
• 2009 EAS Honey Show Summer 2009

Microscopy Session, Larry Connor - 7-9 p.m.

Mrcroscopy sessions will be repeated Wednesday
and Thursday mornings from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
if registration warrants scheduling additional
classes. Classes will be filled on a first come, first
serve basis.

Main Conference Schedule on Page 4
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Potherings from our Chairman…

Kathy Summers, EAS Journal
Editor

7011 Spieth Rd, Medina, OH 44256
330.461.1081 • 330.725.6677, ext.

3215 • 330.725.5624 FAX
kathysummers@zoominternet.net orkathysummers@zoominternet.net orkathysummers@zoominternet.net orkathysummers@zoominternet.net orkathysummers@zoominternet.net or
journal@easternapiculture.org orjournal@easternapiculture.org orjournal@easternapiculture.org orjournal@easternapiculture.org orjournal@easternapiculture.org or

kathy@beeculture.comkathy@beeculture.comkathy@beeculture.comkathy@beeculture.comkathy@beeculture.com
Please contact me with comments,Please contact me with comments,Please contact me with comments,Please contact me with comments,Please contact me with comments,

suggestions, corrections, things you’d likesuggestions, corrections, things you’d likesuggestions, corrections, things you’d likesuggestions, corrections, things you’d likesuggestions, corrections, things you’d like
to see in your Journal.to see in your Journal.to see in your Journal.to see in your Journal.to see in your Journal.

Now is the time to register for
EAS 2009. Don’t delay or wait any
longer. Sign up now.

Last night, I listened to EAS mem-
ber and friend Warren Miller talk about
his strategy to keep bees without us-
ing chemicals. Warren started before
the arrival of mites. He first treated
with Apistan strips but then began
experimenting with nonchemical solu-
tions when he noticed no difference
between his treated and nontreated
hives.

Raising your own queens Per-
haps the most important way to reduce
dependence on miticides is to raise
your own queens. Warren was encour-
aged to raise his own queens at the
last New York EAS convention at
Cornell in 2002. He learned that with
only three years of selective breeding,
he could make a marked improvement
in his apiary. He first raised queens
for himself and now raises extra
queens to sell to his neighbors.

After seven years, EAS is again
back in New York this summer and
Dave Tarpy, Gary Reuter, and Jenni-
fer Berry will be teaching queen rais-
ing techniques and selection criteria.
Come to EAS to learn these tech-
niques.

Inbreeding is a problem for any
breeding program and Mike Thomas,
Warren, and others have started a
Northern Queen Breeders Association
to trade breeding stock among other
breeders. Be sure to make some
friends at EAS when you are attending
the queen raising programs and you
too will find other beekeepers just like
yourself to swap queens, stories, and
ideas throughout the year.

Russian queens Russian bees
have been exposed to Varroa mites for
over a century with no treatment – so
those that survived have been natu-
rally selected to exist with the mites.
Bob Brachmann is a nearby Russian
queen breeder and he will be opening
his queen rearing operation and mat-
ing apiary for us to visit. Learn more
about Russian queens, hygienic bees,
and other specially selected bees.

Breaking the brood cycle Warren
has been experimenting with breaking
the brood pattern to knock down the
mite population. The Pennsylvania
honey flow in his area runs through
the start of July and Warren pulls the
queens from his hives in early June.

Any eggs laid after that will not hatch
in time to participate in the nectar
flow. With no brood, all of the bees will
be free to forage and boost his honey
production.

Beekeepers have found other ways
to reduce mite population – screened
bottom boards, drone comb removal,
summer splits, powdered sugar treat-
ments. Ross Conrad and Kirk Webster
both will share their experience on
these and other techniques.

Not just mites Of course, the
week will be filled with other activi-
ties. One speaker that I am looking
forward to hearing again is our 2008
Honey Bee Research recipient, Juliana
Rangel-Posada. She has worked with
Tom Seeley and has done research on
the pheromones and signals during
swarming.

I am also looking forward to lis-
tening to Roberta Glatz. She was my
favorite speaker at the last EAS con-
vention in New York. I attended a
workshop that she gave on moving
from a hobby beekeeper to sideliner.
She explained labor-saving techniques
and how to manipulate heavy hives.
More recently, she has done research
on pumpkin pollinators.

There are other workshops on pho-
tography, honey houses, honey plants,
and candle-making, to name just a few.

EAS Master Beekeeper Exam If
you have been attending conferences
for awhile, perhaps it is time to test
your knowledge with the Master Bee-
keeper exam. The information to en-
roll in the exam is on the web site but
you must preregister before arriving at
the conference. If you are uncertain
about taking the exam this year, sit
in on the pre-exam and post-exam
meetings to find out if you are ready.

Social Acitivity Take advantage
of the social time to meet and share
stories with other beekeepers. The
speakers and researchers will give you
much to ponder; your fellow beekeep-
ers will give you practical advice as to
what worked or did not work for them.

I am looking forward to seeing you
in New York and may your stay at EAS
2010 make as big of an impact to your
operation as the last EAS New York
conference did for both Warren Miller
and me.

See you’all next month. Don’t for-
get to bring along a story, a veil, and a
friend.
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2009 President’s Message2009 President’s Message
We hope you’ve already made

plans to head out to EAS 2009 in New
York in August. You’ve seen the pro-
gram, read about the speakers, know
the topics, have a good idea about the
entertainment and off site visits and
the extra programs – the Microscopy
workshops and Master Beekeeper Ex-
ams – and know all about when and
where and why. All things considered
it’s a pretty good deal, we think.

This is the first time an EAS Con-
ference has been sponsored by a Bee-
keeping business. A few years ago the
EAS Constitution was modified to al-
low a Business to sponsor, or host
actually, a Conference. Previously, only
a member state beekeeping associa-
tion could take on this responsibility.
But between the time that part of the
constitution was written, over 40 years
ago and the present, much changed
and some local and regional organiza-
tions have grown in size and complex-
ity, enough to host a meeting certainly,
and beekeeping businesses have ex-
panded and changed to where they can
also. So now any beekeeping organi-
zation . . . state, regional, or county
can take the lead and host an EAS Con-
ference as can a beekeeping business.
Any organization, of course, must in-
vite EAS to their location and the Board
must approve. We certainly encourage
groups other than state associations
to consider this.

After this went into effect there
was a dearth of State Group volunteers
to host the meeting and the board was
looking for a host for this year’s con-
ference. Since it was now permitted,
and no state group was jumping at the
chance, we decided that it was time to
try this. The Ohio State Beekeepers
have hosted a couple of Conferences
in the recent past . . . in 1995 when I
was President and in 2005 when Kathy
was President. Plus, Dawn has worked
as vendor coordinator for many Con-
ferences in several states, easing that
burden from planning committees.
And, as Chairman I had the opportu-
nity to be involved, to one degree or
another with Conferences during my
eight year tenure so I’ve had an op-
portunity to see first hand those Con-
ference attributes that work well, and
some that don’t.

Now, Kathy has been appointed
Vice Chairman and Conference

Coordinator by Chairman Jim Bobb so
her role in this has constantly evolved
also.

Not surprisingly then,  Bee
Culture’s staff is very involved with
hosting the Conference this year, and
our parent organization, the A. I. Root
Company has been extremely support-
ive of our efforts. The Root Company,
though now known as Root Candles,
has a long and rich history with EAS.
John Root, A. I. Root’s great grandson,
served as the first Chairman of the
Board for EAS, served on the Board for
a time, and was President in the 60s
when over 600 beekeepers came to
Wooster, Ohio to enjoy that meeting.

John has mostly retired from the
day to day activities of his Candle Com-
pany, and spends winters at his
Florida home, but returns to cooler
climes in Medina each summer. He
keeps in touch with the beekeeping
community and with EAS through his
magazine Bee Culture, and by reading
the EAS Journal when it arrives. He
has stayed in touch and keeps us in
line.

Kathy Summers, Bee Culture’s Pro-
duction Supervisor took the lead on a
lot of the details required to organize
and run this Conference. She’s cho-
sen the lineup for the Workshops on
Thursday and Friday afternoons, made
many of the travel arrangements for
our speakers, and has been invaluable
with all the details of registration.

Dawn Feagan, who runs Circula-
tion and Advertising for the magazine
is in charge of our vendors again this
year, a familiar role for her. She’s even
bringing her son J.T. this year to help
vendors get organized during the week.

We’ve also brought in many or our
regular writers to share what they
know and do, certainly people you are
familiar with. Clarence Collison again
is in charge of the Master Beekeeper
exams, Jim Tew is giving a workshop
and is the speaker at the Banquet, Ann
Harman keeps all the sessions in both
Short Courses on time and running,
Larry Connor is a Short Course
speaker and is in charge of the new
Microscopy Workshops this year, Jen-
nifer Berry is demonstrating her queen
rearing skills, and Ross Conrad has
lots to share on the topic of reducing
chemical use in a beehive . . . in fact,
all of our speakers have that goal in

mind, so you have a great opportunity
to learn much on the subject from the
whole list of speakers.

But we’ve also brought in several
speakers not well known to EAS Con-
ferences but known in the industry . .
. Gary Reuter, a queen breeding re-
searcher from the University of Min-
nesota working with hygienic genetics;
Kirk Webster, a queen producer from
Vermont working with resistant traits;
Gary Shilling, an internationally
known Economist and sideline bee-
keeper brings both insights to the
meeting; Bob Brachman, a Russian
Queen Breeder will be there; Andy Card
and his sons, Glenn and Wes, of
Merrimack Valley Apiaries and
Crystal’s Honey,  will share a bit about
their huge migratory and queen pro-
duction operation; Chris Heintz will
touch on her role on the Board of Di-
rectors of Apis-m, without doubt the
most influential industry-funded re-
search support organization we have.
She works with both the beekeeping
groups out west and the huge Almond
Board to bring about critical, practical
research that is solving our problems
today.

There’s so many more of course.
The program is inside so take a look.
The goal of this Conference, and we
hope the goal of every beekeeper is to
begin to be Toward Non-Chemical
Beekeeping. I am quite certain that
you will be better able to reach that
goal after attending this Conference.

– Kim Flottum, President– Kim Flottum, President– Kim Flottum, President– Kim Flottum, President– Kim Flottum, President

For Your Queen
Needs Call

Queen Cells Available –
Shipped By UPS

MIKSA HONEY FARMS
David & Linda Miksa

13404 Honeycomb Rd. • Groveland, FL 34736
Ph. 352-429-3447

EMail miksahf@aol.com
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EAS 2009 Conference Schedule
TOWARD NON-CHEMICAL BEEKEEPING

WEDNESDAY CONFERENCE, (Short Course and Conference meet Jointly)
Time Room 1 Room 2
Introduction Kathy Summers, Moderator Kim Flottum, Moderator
9:00 – 9:45 Tom Seeley Tom Rinderer

Forest Bees and Varroa Mites USDA ARS Russian Honey Bee Breeding
9:45 – 10:30 Dave Tarpy Mike Hood, Morse Award Winner 2009

Mating Numbers Commercial Queens IPM & Beekeeping
The Good News, and The Bad News

10:30 - 11:00 Break In Vendor Area
11:00 – 11:45 Maryann Frazier Tom Seeley

Pesticides In Our Beehives House Hunting By Honey Bees
11:45 - 1:00 Lunch in Vendor and Classroom Area
1:00 – 1:45 Nick Calderone Reed Johnson, Student ‘09

Preparing For The Fall Flow & Interactions Between Miticides
Successful Winter

1:45 – 2:30 Andy Card Jennifer Berry
Making Honey, Bees and Sub-lethal effects of Pesticides
Pollination

3:00 – 3:45 Tom Rinderer Geoffery Williams, Student ‘08
Managing Russian Honey Bees Nosema Study Results

3:45 – 4:30 Alison Van Alten Kitty Keifer
Ontario Beekeepers Tech Transfer Marketing Artisan Honey

BBQ supper at Andy Card’s 5:30 – 9:00

THURSDAY CONFERENCE
Time Room 1 Room 2
Introduction Will Hicks, Moderator Ed Lafferty, Moderator
9:00 – 9:45 Kent Williams Ross Conrad

Getting To Resistance Managing Pests Other Than Varroa
9:45 – 10:30 Andy Card Ernesto Guzman

Migratory Beekeeping Today Mortality In Overwintered Colonies
10:30 – 11:00 Break In Vendor Area
11:00 – 11:45 Bob Brachmann Janet Tam

For The Bees. More? Or Less? Organic Beekeeping Practices
11:45 – 12:30 Gary Reuter Kirk Webster

Breeding For Hygenic Behavior Producing Bees Without Chemicals
12:30 – 1:30 Lunch  In The Vendor and Classroom Area

Workshops in the afternoon (see below)
BBQ and Auction at supper

FRIDAY CONFERENCE
Time Room 1 Room 2
Introduction Moderator Jim Bobb Moderator TBA
9:00 – 9:45 Ross Conrad Gary Shilling

Just Say No To Antibiotics The Current Economy and Your Business
9:45 – 10:30 Adam Finkelstein Paul Kozak

Breeding Bees To Perform W/O Treatment Indoor Wintering
10:30 – 11:15 Break In Vendor Area
11:15 – 11:45 Gary Reuter Chris Heintz

Importance Of Drones/Raising Queens What Project Apis m is Doing For
Bee Health Evaluations

11:45 – 12:30 Business Meeting Room 2
12:30 – 1:30 Lunch In Vendor and Classroom Area

Afternoon Workshops
Tour of Andy Card’s Facility/Workshops
Banquet in Evening

Workshop Schedule on Page 7
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MAKE USMAKE USMAKE USMAKE USMAKE US

YYYYYOUR SOUROUR SOUROUR SOUROUR SOUROUR SOURCECECECECE
BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENTBEEKEEPING EQUIPMENTBEEKEEPING EQUIPMENTBEEKEEPING EQUIPMENTBEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT

CANDLEMAKING EQUIPMENTCANDLEMAKING EQUIPMENTCANDLEMAKING EQUIPMENTCANDLEMAKING EQUIPMENTCANDLEMAKING EQUIPMENT
SOSOSOSOSOAPMAKING EQAPMAKING EQAPMAKING EQAPMAKING EQAPMAKING EQUIPMENTUIPMENTUIPMENTUIPMENTUIPMENT

PPPPPAAAAACKACKACKACKACKAGE BEESGE BEESGE BEESGE BEESGE BEES
QUEENSQUEENSQUEENSQUEENSQUEENS

UNIQUNIQUNIQUNIQUNIQUE CONTUE CONTUE CONTUE CONTUE CONTAINERSAINERSAINERSAINERSAINERS
EXPEREXPEREXPEREXPEREXPERT INFORMAT INFORMAT INFORMAT INFORMAT INFORMATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

HIGH FRHIGH FRHIGH FRHIGH FRHIGH FRUCTUCTUCTUCTUCTOSE CORN SYROSE CORN SYROSE CORN SYROSE CORN SYROSE CORN SYRUPUPUPUPUP

FREE CAFREE CAFREE CAFREE CAFREE CATTTTTALALALALALOG ON REQOG ON REQOG ON REQOG ON REQOG ON REQUESTUESTUESTUESTUEST

B & B HONEY FB & B HONEY FB & B HONEY FB & B HONEY FB & B HONEY FARMARMARMARMARM
5917 Hop Hollow Road
Houston, MN  55943
INFORMATION  507.896.3955
ORDER LINE 800.342.4811
FAX 507.896.4134
EMAIL bbhoney@acegroup.cc
www.bbhoneyfarms.com

P.O. Box 909
Moultrie, Georgia 31776
Open Monday-Friday 8a-5p ET
800.333.7677 Order Line
229.985.0209 FAX

Your One Stop Beekeeping Shop!
• Our Famous Italian Queen Bees
(Fall & Summer) • Package Bees
• “Long-Life Cypress Woodenware

• Uncapping & Extracting Equipment
• Containers • Labels

• Medications & Chemicals

Any Beekeeping Item You Can Imagine!

Please visit on the web:
www.gabees.com

We hope to see all of
you at

Holiday Valley for
EAS 2009

If there is something you’d like us to bring
please call ahead of time.
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2009 Workshops
Thursday
1:30 – 2:15
1. Ernesto Guzman, African Honey Bee Update/Overview
2. Joanne Thomas, Bee Fit For The Beeyard
3. Dave Duncan, Removing Bees From Structures
4. Jennifer Berry/Gary Reuter, Raising Queens
5. beeyard – Tom Seeley, Eaves Dropping On The Scout Bees Swarm Debate, part 1
6. beeyard – Will Hicks, Don Hopkins, Jennifer Keller
7. beeyard – Master Beekeepers

2:30 – 3:15
1. Juliana Rangel, Swarming In Honey Bees: How Is A Swarm’s Mass Departure Triggered
2. Joe and Sue Kovaleski, How To Make An Award Winning Candle
3. Peter Sieling, Beeswax Wood Finishes
4. Maryann Frazier, Overview of Colony Collapse Disorder
5. beeyard – Tom Seeley, Eaves Dropping On The Scout Bees Swarm Debate, Part 2
6. beeyard – Will Hicks, Don Hopkins, Jennifer Keller
7. beeyard – Master Beekeepers

3:00 – 3:30 Break

3:30 – 5:30 Russian Breeder Beeyard visit with Bob Brachmann, Tom Rinderer, Mike Potoczak, Charlie Harper. Plus, mite
sampling and diagnosis for varroa, tracheal mites and nosema with Ontario Tech Transfer Team.

3:30 – 4:15
1. Claire Waring, Award Winning Photography
2. Ellen Harnish, Hot Wax In The Summer Time, Watch the Encaustic Explosion (Encaustic Painting)
3. Ann Harman, Design Your Dream Honey House
4. Adam Finkelstein, SARE Grant Work
5. beeyard - Master Beekeepers

4:45 – 5:30
1. Robert Brewer, European Honey Judging
2. Roberta Glatz, Reading The “Bees” - Body Language, Posture, Beehavior
3. Margaret Reid, Catching The Human Swarm – Teaching and dealing with the non-beekeeping public.
4. Jim Bobb, Honey Plants You Should Know
5. beeyard – Master Beekeepers

BBQ, Auction, Evening of Fun

Friday Workshops
1:30 – 2:15
1. Mike Hood, Small Hive Beetle
2. Peter Sieling, Building A Better Beehive
3. Larry Connor, Chemical Free Queen Breeding
4. Ben Slay, Ergonomics and Beekeeping
5. beeyard – Ross Conrad, Splits
6. beeyard – Jennifer Berry/Gary Rueter, Queen Production
7. beeyard – Kirk Webster, Splits and Resistant Bees

2:30 – 3:15
1. Jim Tew, Good Bees In Bad Places
2. Gary Shilling, Keeping Bees In The Wilds Of New Jersey
3. Sherry Ferrell, Bee Crafty – Gift & Craft Ideas
4. Duane Waid, Everything Candles
5. beeyard – Jennifer Keller/Dave Tarpy
6. beeyard – Jennifer Berry/Gary Rueter, Queen Production Continued
7. beeyard – Master Beekeepers

3:15 – 3:45 Break In The Vendor Area

3:45 - 5:00
1. Sherry Ferrell, Kitchen Sweetness – Cooking With Honey

3:45 – 5:30 – Tour to Andy Card’s extracting facility including additional
Tour of Indoor Wintering Facility

Banquet, Award Ceremony, Pass The Gavel to North Carolina, Banquet Speaker Jim Tew
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Black Jar of Extracted Honey
1. One jar of extracted honey, any color;
2. Exhibitor will enter honey in their own opaque con-

tainer;
3. Honey will be judged solely on the merits of its taste;
4. Exhibitors may remove their entry any time on the

last day of the conference.

2009 Honey Show
The typical EAS Annual Show is

taking a rest this year. Participation has
been considerably down the past
couple of years so we’ve decided to
scale back and keep it very simple for
2009. We’re doing the “Black Jar” Class
- see below. There will be a $5 entry
fee and the winner will receive a rib-
bon and half of the entry money.

We strongly encourage you to en-
ter your honey in this show. This is an
excellent opportunity for first time, in-
experienced honey show folks. You
don’t have to do anything fancy to your
entries, see rules below.

Robert Brewer, EAS Director from
Georgia and International Honey Judge
will be judging your honey.

Entries will be accepted
Wednesday August 5 from 10:30 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. Check at the registra-
tion desk for location.

EAS Auctions
We will be having our regular auction

Thursday night after the BBQ.
We will also have a Chinese Auction

where you purchase raffle tickets and take
a chance on an item that you like. If we
have enough items we may do two of these,
one during the Short Course and another
during the Conference. So watch for EAS
folks selling raffle tickets and check at
the registration table to see where items
will be on display.

Our vendors are always very gener-
ous as are all of you. We appreciate your
donations and hope you will consider a do-
nation this year.  Remember one beekeeper’s
trash is another beekeeper’s treasure. We’d
like to encourage you to bring bee stuff
for kids - books, toys, games, clothes, cos-
tumes. These are just some ideas to get
you thinking. Look through those things that
you haven’t used or even looked at in a while.
Someone else might just be waiting for it.

Anthony Simpson from Ohio will be our
auctioneer this year. Some of you may re-
member Anthony from a few years ago. He
was our auctioneer the last time we were
at 7 Springs which was 2004.

Volunteers
As I’ve done in the past I’m solic-

iting volunteers. EAS is a pretty well-
run machine, but there is always a
need for extra hands.

I’m a big advocate of volunteers and
my reasons are often selfish. You get
to be a part of the action. You get to
meet and get acquainted with a lot of
really interesting people.and you some-
times get to find out things before ev-
eryone else. So lots of advantages. I
guarantee you’ll make at least one new
friend.

Here are the areas where we need
help - the registration table (the more
volunteers we have, the shorter time
each person has to work), we will need
able bodies to help set up tables and
chairs for the Wednesday night Pig
Roast at Merrimack Valley Apiaries. I’ll
need some help setting up and orga-
nizing our Chinese auction. And we are
possibly in need of one or two more
folks to get a few of our speakers back
and forth to the Buffalo airport. It is
about an hour drive from Holiday Val-
ley and EAS will cover gas money for
these trips. If you can help please let
me know. - Kathy Summers
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EAS ’09 Short Course/Conference Registration
August 3-7, 2009

HOLIDAY VALLEY RESORT, ELLICOTTVILLE, NY
Registration deadline is July 20July 20July 20July 20July 20. DO NOTDO NOTDO NOTDO NOTDO NOT MAIL MAIL MAIL MAIL MAIL     AFTER AFTER AFTER AFTER AFTER THIS DATHIS DATHIS DATHIS DATHIS DATETETETETE. Call Holiday Valley for reservations 716.699.2345 (Mention EAS)

DUESDUESDUESDUESDUES
1. EAS DUES $25/Annual (Single or Family); $250/Life Member (includes family); ..........$___________

EAS Dues must be paid to attend this conference.

EAS SHORT COURSE - August 3-5, 2009
Short Course Fees – $159/person, includes lunch everyday all three days Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday.

2. Short Course Level 1 - First & Last Name(s) ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________                           ______  x  $159 = $ _______

3. Short Course Level 2 - First & Last Name(s) ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________                           ______  x  $159 = $ _______

Main Conference officially begins WEDNESDAY MORNING at 9:00 a.m. Don't Forget!
Conference Fees – $169/person includes lunch everyday Wednesday, Thursday, Friday.
4. First & Last Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________                              ______  x  $169 = $ ______

ONE DAY FEE $70/person/day
5. First & Last Name(s)  ___________________________________________________________________________

Which day(s)      _____ Wed.  _____ Thur.  _____ Fri.            #  ______x  $70 x # _____days = $ _________

EAS MAIN CONFERENCE - August 5-7, 2009

For The Name Tags – Please list name, city and state of each person attending.
a. ________________________________________________

b. ________________________________________________

c. ________________________________________________

d. ________________________________________________

FIRST & LAST
NAME _____________________________________________________________ PHONE #_________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________ CITY ____________________ STATE ______ ZIP ___________

EMAIL: ____________________________________________________ Would you like to receive the Journal by email? ______

WEDNESDAY . . .
6. Pig Roast & BBQ Chicken – Preregistration required.  # ______ x $15.00/ Person $ ______

Offisite at the home of our host Andy Card & Merrimack Valley Apiaries
                                                                                                           Pig Roast Total            $______

THURSDAY . . .
7. BBQ – Preregistration required.  # ______ x $28/ Person $ ____________

Local Cuisine Prepared by Holiday Valley Chefs                                 BBQ Total                      $______

FRIDAY . . .
8. Banquet – Preregistration required.  # ______ x $30/ Person $ ____________

Featuring Gourmet Holiday Valley Chef’s Choice Buffet                     Banquet Total               $______

                                                                                                           Special Event Total     $______

SPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTSSPECIAL EVENTS Children under 18 attending Special Events must be accompanied by an adult.

www.holidayvalley.com www.ellicottvilleny.com

Page 1 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .$________
(Dues, Registration & Special Events)

See Other Side – There’s More!



10 Summer, 2009

$ Grand Total .......................
Mail this form with check or MasterCard or VISA # to

(if using a credit card please include the 3-digit security # on back of your credit card and the expiration date)

MasterCard or Visa #_____________________________________________ 3-digit # from back of card _________ Exp. date __________

Signature______________________________________________________________________________________

Send form and check to:  EAS 2009 - John Tulloch, P.O. Box 29, Blountville, TN 37617
You can also register online with a credit card at www.easternapiculture.org

If you have questions regarding registration contact
John Tulloch, 423.574.1181

treasurer@easternapiculture.org

9. Donation to Honey Bee Research Fund (help us help honey bees) ..................................       $ ______

10. Donation to Speaker and Education Fund (help us help EAS members) ........................       $ ______

Page 2 Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .$________
(Honey Bee Research & Speaker Fund Gifts)

ADDITIONAL HELPFUL INFORMATION

HOLIDAY VALLEY – You will need to make your hotel reservations with Holiday Valley on your own.
You will have the option of purchasing breakfast tickets when you reserve your room. Be sure and
mention you are with EAS and the beekeepers when you call. If you are staying at a different
hotel, breakfast will be on your own. Breakfast is not a part of your EAS Registration fee. Please visit
www.holidayvalley.com to learn more about the facilities at Holiday Valley. Or visit
www.ellicottvilleny.com to see what other options are available. There are several hotels, B&Bs and
camping options close by.

MEALS – Lunch is included in your EAS registration fee and you will need to make sure you have
your name tag each day to identify you. That is what will get you lunch – your name tag. This starts
Monday with Short Course. Sunday, Monday and Tuesday night dinner is on your own. We encourage
you to explore the area. There are many restaurants to choose from in Ellicottville and the surround-
ing area.

SPECIAL EVENTS – Wednesday Night – You don’t want to miss this one. Andy Card and his crew  at
Merrimack Valley Apiaries has graciously agreed to host a pig roast for us at their site, which is only
a few minutes away from Holiday Valley. We will have a pig roast and chicken and all of the fixins.
There will be beer and soda furnished with the purchase of your meal. And we’ll have some music for
entertainment. It will be a fun night.
Thursday Night BBQ – Our traditional night of food and fun will take place onsite at Holiday Valley.
We have not chosen the final menu yet, but it will be prepared by Holiday Valley Chefs. Our auction
will be held after the BBQ.
Friday Night Banquet – This will be our traditional buffet. Jim Tew of Ohio is our banquet speaker.
Life Member, Master Beekeeper, Divelbiss and Honey Show awards will be presented.

MICRMICRMICRMICRMICROSCOPY OSCOPY OSCOPY OSCOPY OSCOPY WWWWWORKSHOP – SIGN UP ORKSHOP – SIGN UP ORKSHOP – SIGN UP ORKSHOP – SIGN UP ORKSHOP – SIGN UP WHEN WHEN WHEN WHEN WHEN YYYYYOU OU OU OU OU ARRIVEARRIVEARRIVEARRIVEARRIVE
Two hours of anatomy, physiology, botany, structure, form and function. See it all,

enlarged. This workshop will be instructed by Dr. Larry Connor and others. Microscopes
furnished by The Microscrope Store.

The first of these sessions will be held Tuesday Evening, 7-9 p.m. If there is enough
interest we will add two more sessions as needed – Wednesday Morning 6-8 a.m. and
Thursday Morning 6-8 a.m. to be filled consecutively as each previous session is full.
There is room for 12 per session, so the maximum we can accommodate is 36. You will sign
up upon arrival at EAS 2009. The cost will be $50. WE ARE NOT TAKING RESERVATIONS
FOR THIS WORKSHOP IN ADVANCE, SIGN UP WHEN YOU ARRIVE AND PAY WITH
CHECK, CASH OR CREDIT CARD AT THE REGISTRATION TABLE.
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More On The
Microscopy Workshop

The Microscopy Workshops are
taking off with lots of interest shown
so far. Larry Connor is heading up this
special event and he is being assisted
by Lesli Huston, owner of Bee
Commerce.com, an online bee supply
company. The topics we have settled
on include a thorough examination of
virgin queens, workers and drones in-
side and out. What’s what and why,
and better, what should be so you can
tell when things are going wrong, just
by looking.

Microscopes for the session are
being supplied by The Microscope
Store LLC www.microscope.com, and
will be available for sale at the end of
the workshop. See their ad in this jour-
nal or Bee Culture magazine for more
information.

Also supplying microscopes and
supplies is Nick Calderone, from
Cornell. Some of the scopes will be his,
plus he is supplying equipment for
demonstrations in the course and for
the Master Beekeeper exam.

If you wish to take this course reg-
ister when you arrive. There is limited
seating and registration is on a first
arrive basis. The cost is $50.00/per-
son. Class sessions are Tuesday
evening from 7 – 9 p.m., if needed
Wednesday from 6 – 8 a.m., and if
needed Thursday from 6 – 8 a.m. Pay
when you register with cash, check or
credit card.

We are pleased the Microscope
Store has agreed to assist with this
class, and we hope you can take ad-
vantage of the class, and perhaps ob-
tain for your own use a scope of your
own. They will have a vendor stand
Wednesday.

We are fortunate to have hundreds
of just emerged virgin queens donated
by Davd Miksa. Dave Miksa produces
thousands of queens and queen cells
each year for the commercial indus-
try. It will be interesting to look at
queens in this stage. Thank you Dave.

- Kim Flottum, President 2009- Kim Flottum, President 2009- Kim Flottum, President 2009- Kim Flottum, President 2009- Kim Flottum, President 2009

From The Editor –
EAS 2009 is fast approaching. I

hope you’ve all made your plans to at-
tend. Bee Culture has done their best
to bring you an excellent conference
with a theme that is timely and inter-
esting. Our theme this year is “To-
wards Non-Chemical Beekeeping.” It’s
a hot topic and we’ve got great speak-
ers on hand to cover this and other
topics. Be sure and take a look at our
EAS President’s (Kim Flottum) article
on page 3 for more details on the con-
ference.

EAS 2009 is being held at Holiday
Valley Resort in Ellicottville, NY. Hope-
fully you’ve already been hearing a lot
about Ellicottville and have been plan-
ning your trip. If not I encourage to visit
their website – www.ellicottvilleny.com.
It is a beautiful town in western New
York. There is a lot to see and do in
the area.

 We have some great workshops
lined up for Thursday and Friday after-
noon (see page 7). There is a mix of
good beekeeping talks and there is also
the fun stuff that we all enjoy. We also
have more women on the workshop pro-
gram than in some years past. I’m ex-
cited about that.

For the hard core beekeepers there
is Ernesto Guzman talking about
Africanized Honey Bees. We are hon-
ored to have Tom Seeley with us and
he will be doing an outdoor workshop
in the beeyard on “Scout Bees and
Swarms.” Will Hicks, Don Hopkins and
Jennifer Keller, all from North Caro-
lina, will be running the beeyard and
keeping things under control. Will is
our president for 2010 at Appalachian
State University in Boone, NC. Run-
ning the beeyard this year will give the
NC folks experience for next year. Dave
Duncan from Ohio will be sharing his
experiences with removing bees from
different structures – homes, chim-
neys, barns, trees. Wherever the bees
are Dave can figure out how to get them.
He has a new video just released in
the past few months called Swarm plus.
Dave does a very professional and en-
joyable job on this topic. Mike Hood will
be updating us on Small Hive Beetle.

Jennifer Berry and Gary Reuter will
be doing an ongoing workshop on Queen
Raising starting indoors on Thursday
and moving to the beeyard on Friday.
Also in the beeyard will be Ross Conrad
and Kirk Webster showing us how to
do splits.

Roberta Glatz is going to speak to

us on Reading Bees. This is a workshop
on reading bee behaviors other than
the dance language – postures, body
language, different communications
between the bees. We are so happy to
have Roberta Glatz with us this year.
She is a long time EAS member and
supporter. In checking my EAS history
I found that in 1979 Roberta was the
first female ever scheduled as an EAS
speaker.

Now for when you’re done with the
actual beekeeping and want to do
something else we’ve got you covered.
We have a couple of helpful workshops
to keep you healthy in the beeyard –
Joanne Thomas, NY, will be speaking
on Being Fit For The Beeyard on Thurs-
day and on Friday another friend from
Ohio, Ben Slay will do a workshop on
Ergonomics and Beekeeping. Robert
Brewer, our EAS director from Georgia
will be doing a workshop on International
Honey Judging. This will be after he’s
done juding our “Black Jar” Honey
show.

Friday afternoon when all of the
beekeepers have gone off to visit Andy
Card at Merrimack Valley we’ll be do-
ing a workshop with Sherry Ferrell from
the Honey Bee Lab in Wooster, Ohio,
on Kitchen Sweetness. This will be a fun
way to end up the week. I’ll be helping
Sherry and we’re still working on our
ideas. But there will be samples – you
can count on that. So if you just want
to have fun and get out of the sun come
join us Friday afternoon.

The list goes on and on. Check page
7 of this Journal for more details on
the workshops and be sure and look
through the program book carefully
when you arrive, as there is always the
chance of last minute changes.

I know some of you are disap-
pointed that we are not having our
usual Annual Show. I really felt we
needed a change of some kind. Our
Honey Show has not had good response
of late and this seemed like a good al-
ternative instead of just not having
one. So I hope you will all consider
particpating. See the rules on Page 8
of this journal. This contest is based
strictly and wholly on the taste of your
honey. And after all, that is the most
important thing, isn’t it? There will be
one prize given for the best tasting
honey.

Well, I’m out of room and out of
time, so I’ll see you in Ellicottville in
just a few weeks. – Kathy Summers, Editor

EAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Our Board of Directors meeting is

scheduled for Tuesday late afternoon
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. This will allow
for any of those directors wanting to
take the Microscopy Workshop. Check
the program book for room number.
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As you saw in the Short Course
Schedule some of our own EAS Mas-
ter Beekeepers have taken on the re-
sponsibility of teaching Short Course
Level 1. Some of these folks you may
know, others may not be quite so fa-
miliar. So we wanted to tell you a little
bit about them.

Bob Cole
(North Carolina)
has been a bee-
keeper for de-
cades and has
served in leader-
ship positions lo-
cally and nation-
ally, including
Chairman of the
Board of EAS. A
participant in nu-
merous outreach

programs across the world, Bob has
broad hands-on experience with for-
eign beekeepers, large and small.

Rick Cooper (Maine) has been
keeping bees for almost 30 years and
has grown from a one hive keeper to
almost 100 hives. He does a small
amount of apple and blueberry polli-
nation in his local area. He sells honey
and beeswax products through a mul-
tiple of outlets, including Maine’s larg-
est country fair.

Billy Davis (Virginia) is an expe-
rienced beekeeper and educator, con-
stantly active in promoting the craft
in Northern Virginia by means of effi-
cient and highly effective presenta-
tions to beginning and advanced bee-
keepers. He is a founder and principal
of Sustainable Honeybees, Inc. for the
rearing of queens tailored to the area
of intended use.

Allen Hayes (Maryland) has been
co-teaching a local association short
course for a number of years and has
helped scores of “newbees” get started
in the craft. A mechanical design en-
gineer, Allen has always enjoyed mak-
ing or fixing things. He has applied his
technical abilities to the production of
labor-saving devices for the beeyard.

Joe Kovaleski (Ohio) has been a
beekeeper for more than 15 years, pro-
ducing honey and beeswax for the pro-
duction of candles, and is active in a

wide range of edu-
cational efforts for
b e e k e e p e r s ,
schools and the
public. Joe cur-
rently represents
his state as its di-
rector on the EAS
Board. Recently,
he has gained in-
timate knowledge
of neighborhood politics.

Ray Lackey (New York) Ray Lackey
has been keeping honeybees for over
25 years on Long Island. He received
a Master Beekeeper Certification in
1995.  He typically runs a dozen hives
but has run 50 colonies and produces
honey, does pollination, raises some
queens, talks in schools, garden clubs,
and nature centers, and also builds,
installs, and maintains observation
hives at nature centers.

Landi Simone (Delaware) of
Gooserock Farm runs about 80 colo-
nies in northern NJ. She raises and
sells hy-
g i e n i c
queens and
nucs, and
has been
p r a c t i c i n g
IPM for over
a decade.
G o o s e r o c k
Farm’s line of
beeswax cos-
m e t i c s ,
soaps, and
c r e a m e d
honeys have
acquired a strong local following.  Landi
is active in the NJBA, and enjoys
teaching an annual beekeeping short
course in Essex County.

Nancy Troup (Maryland) Nancy
and husband, Bill, manage over 100
colonies currently, for pollination,
nucleus colony production, and ex-
tracted and comb honey. She “locates,
marks and evaluates” hundreds of
queens each beekeeping season.
Nancy is a former Director, EAS Mas-
ter Beekeepers and active in national,
state, and local organizations.

William (Bill) Troup (Maryland)
and Nancy are involved in numerous

EAS Short Course 2009 Level I – Instructors
short courses
and the EAS and
HAS Confer-
ences. Bill has
been an inspec-
tor for MD De-
partment of Agri-
culture for 9 yrs.
and trained an
AFB detection
dog in 2008. Bill
was honored last
year at EAS as
the recipient of
the Divelbiss Award for Public Educa-
tion in Beekeeping.

Barry Thompson (Maryland), a
beekeeper since he was a teenager,
has been a sideliner in TN, MS, TX,
Germany and now MD, providing polli-
nation services for local orchards. A
volunteer at the Bee Research Lab,
Beltsville, he has an interest in gene
expression. He has spoken nationally
about the critical need for resilience
in the beekeeping industry.

Kent Williams (Kentucky), a bee-
keeper since 1988, is a much sought-
after speaker
whose practical
approach to
beekeeping has
proven invalu-
able to many.
Kent manages
hundreds of
colonies for
honey produc-
tion/ pollina-
tion in his
home state and
Mississippi. He
teaches simpli-
fied queen rear-
ing and nuc production at his home/
farm throughout the spring and sum-
mer. Kent was EAS President in 2008.
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Travel Time To Holiday Valley

Buffalo, NY 1 Hour
Chicago, IL 8 Hours
Cleveland, OH 3 Hours
Columbus, OH 5 Hours
Detroit, MI 5 Hours
Erie, PA 1 Hour, 45 Min.
Elmira, NY 2 Hours
Jamestown, NY 45 Minutes
Pittsburgh, PA 3 Hours, 30 Min.
Rochester, NY 2 Hours
Toronto, ON 3 Hours
Youngstown, OH 2 Hours, 45 Min.

The closest airport to Holiday Val-
ley and Ellicottville, New York is the
Buffalo, NY airport.

Helpful Hints For EAS 2009
If you are staying at Holiday Val-

ley you need to be aware that there
are no elevators in the guest room
areas. So if stairs are an issue for
you please when you call to make
your reservation be sure and request
a ground floor room.

If you are staying at Holiday Val-
ley breakfast can be included in your
room costs. When you call to make
your reservation you will have the
option to include breakfast and you
will receive tickets when you arrive.
It will be a wonderful hot breakfast
which will be served each morning in
the meeting room area – not in the
hotel.

If you are considering flying to
EAS 2009 please know that Buffalo
is the closest airport and it is about
an hour drive to Ellicottville and Holi-
day Valley Resort. There is a local taxi
– 716.375.8294 or 716.945.1305 and
Georgio’s Limousine – 716.683.7455,

www.giorgioslimousine.com
To find out more information and

about other hotels, B&Bs and camp-
grounds in the area visit
www.ellicottvilleny.com and
www.holidayvalley.com.

When you register for the Short
Course and/or Conference this fee in-
cludes your lunch each day. You will
need your nametag to receive lunch,
so please remember to have it with
you. Supper Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday will be on your own and we
encourage you to visit Ellicottville.
There are many local restaurants to
try.

Our Wednesday night Pig Roast
is being hosted by the folks at
Merrimack Valley Apiaries. The Pig
Roast will be at their location and
directions will be provided in the pro-
gram book when you arrive. It is about
10 miles from Holiday Valley. We en-
courage car pooling.

Ellicottville, NY
Ellicottville, NY is a beautiful

town and there is lots to see and do
within driving distance. If you’re ar-
riving Sunday you may want to ven-
ture out and see the sites.

We encourage you to visit
www.ellicottvilleny.com to see what
is available.



15Summer, 2009

Be Sure & Visit
Our EAS Website

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.easternapiculture.org.easternapiculture.org.easternapiculture.org.easternapiculture.org.easternapiculture.org

Bee Culture
The Magazine of  American Beekeeping

Hopes You Enjoy EAS 2009 in Ellicottville,
New York at Holiday Valley Conference Resort

Come And Enjoy The Short Course,
The Conference and All The Exciting Activities

We Have Planned During This Very Special
Week.

We Hope To See You There

The Staff of Bee Culture Magazine
and

The A.I. Root Company

EAS 2009 – August 3-7
www.easternapiculture.org

Getting To Holiday Valley
Holiday Valley’s physical address

is 6557 Holiday Valley Road,
Ellicottville, NY 14731. It is at the in-
tersection of NY Rt. 219 and Holiday
Valley Road, one mile south of
Ellicottville, NY. GPS coordinates of
Holiday Valley: Latitude 42.26282, Lon-
gitude-78.66895 Source: Google Maps.
We recommend you double check the
coordinates with your gps device.

From the North - Cross the Peace
Bridge and take 190 South to Interstate
90 West (the NYS Thruway.) Take Exit
55 to Rt. 219 South. Follow 219 for 50
miles to Ellicottville, then one mile far-
ther south on 219 to Holiday Valley.
From the Buffalo Airport- at the air-
port exit take Rt. 33 west to Interstate
90 west. Exit 55 to Rt. 219 South, 50
miles to Ellicottville and one mile to
Holiday Valley.

From the West –Take Interstate
90 to Exit 37 (the Jamestown exit).
Follow NYS 86 east (Southern Tier
Expressway) to Exit 21 in Salamanca.
Take Rt. 219 North 10 miles to Holi-
day Valley.

From the East - Take NYS 86
(Southern Tier Expressway) West to
Exit 21 in Salamanca. Take Rt. 219
North 10 miles to Holiday Valley.

From the South - Follow Rt. 219
North through Bradford, PA and
Salamanca, then North 10 miles to
Holiday Valley on 219.

If you are traveling from Canada,
check www.holidayvalley.com for
traffic conditions that are updated ev-
ery 15 minutes. For a mobile website,
use mobile.peacebridge.com. The
phone number is 1-800-715-6722.
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Honey Bee Health Initiative
To our fellow beekeepers:

As the threat to America’s bee
population continues to grow, we are
attempting to initiate a completely new
type of bee research to address this
decline. This project will focus not on
particular diseases or losses but
rather on determining what microbial
systems our bees need in order to keep
themselves healthy. We all realize
that our bees have been around for
millions of years before being domes-
ticated so they must have natural ways
to maintain their health. Our focus is
on understanding what the bees need
and how to provide that microbial sys-
tem to their hive environment.

To advance this initiative, we are
attempting to develop funding through
the federal grant and legislative sys-
tems. The USDA and several members
of Congress have expressed interest,
but we need more help. That is why
we are coming directly to you.

We need you to encourage your
home state’s Congressional delega-
tion to endorse this project. I invite
you to contact your Congressmen and
Senators to ask for their support of the
Pollinator Research Bill and to be cer-
tain that the bill directs at least some
of these funds toward this project.

We are applying for funds from
other sources, but the scope of this
national project requires support from
multiple sources including this pro-
posed Congressional allocation. For
example, the sophisticated equipment
needed to conduct the testing exceeds
$500,000 and thousands of dollars to
operate. But given the current risk to
our nation’s bee population and the
importance of bees to American agri-
culture, I hope you agree the invest-
ment is critical.

Below we describe this project in
more detail and offer some key points
that you can make in your contact ef-
forts. When you send your letters or
make your contacts please be sure you
provide a copy to us.

Thank you for your help with this
important effort. Feel free to contact
us if you have any questions or need
additional information.

Dr. Russell H. Vreeland, Director,
Ancient Biomaterials Institute

West Chester University
West Chester, PA 19383

610-436-2479, rvreeland@wcupa.edu

You can locate the address for your
Senator or Congressman via the fol-
lowing websites: www.senate.gov/gen-
e r a l / c o n t a c t _ i n f o r m a t i o n /

senators_cfm.cfm; www.house.gov/
house/MemberWWW.shtml

Project Summary
This project represents the first

initiative focused on the microbial sys-
tems active within healthy honey bee
hives. Additionally, this will be the first
basic examination of the differences
in the microbial populations within
commercial hives and those main-
tained by small hobby beekeepers.

The basic concept is that the natu-
ral microbial community is established
early in the development of each hive.
This is, in reality, a three way symbio-
sis involving microbes, honey bees and
plants. When functioning properly,
this powerful inter-relationship helps
to create an environment within the
colony that maintains proper nutrition
and creates conditions that are unfa-
vorable to the diseases or pest condi-
tions detrimental to the colony.

When this fundamental microbial
system breaks down the colony be-
comes susceptible to a host of prob-
lems. Most beekeepers know the
honey bee colony is a fascinating les-
son in organization. They also recog-
nize that a well functioning colony is
a complex symbiosis between at least
two of the major divisions of life (plants
and insects). Now however, beekeep-
ers and scientists need to appreciate
how this symbiosis is assisted by the
unexpectedly intimate relationships
between the bees and microbes that
the bees inoculate into their primary
foods. This is a relationship that has
existed at least since the earliest ap-
pearance of flowering plants 210 mil-
lion years ago.

To date microbiological studies on
honey beehives have focused on such
things as which microbes were present
and which were detrimental to the bees
themselves or which could lower the
quality of the bee products used by
humanity. Many current research pro-
grams are focused on attempting to
determine why bee hives are collaps-
ing in great numbers. However with the
recognition that the bees are gener-
ally attempting to foster fermentations
using microbes that inhabit their
honey stomachs this project will take
the microbiological understanding of
the honey bee microbe relationship in
a completely new direction. Rather
than trying to determine what mi-
crobes are killing the bees, this re-
search will focus on understanding
how the natural microbial flora acts to
keep the hive healthy.

This microbial activity could take
many forms. Preliminary data indicate
that the fermentations occurring in
both honey and stored pollen lower the
pH of those materials to as little as
pH 3 – 4. Since this material is eaten
by all members of the hive this acidity
may aid in digestion or more impor-
tantly may act to simply inhibit the
growth of detrimental microbes such
as Paenibacillus larvae (the causative
agent of American Foulbrood) or Nosema
infections. New research has also
shown that at least some of the mi-
crobes present in hives produce pow-
erful (but previously unknown) antibi-
otics which may be another mecha-
nism by which the bees normal flora
protects them and may at the same
time provide a valuable new source of
antibiotics. The exciting and signifi-
cant part of this project is that the
focus is away from trying to make sick
hives healthy but on looking at this
ancient interaction from the bees point
of view trying to determine which mi-
crobes should be present to keep a
hive healthy and learning how to help
these marvelous social insects main-
tain their own health in a more sus-
tainable, less intrusive manner.

Main Points for your Congress-
men/Senators to Know
1) Be sure they know you are a beekeeper or a con-

cerned voter.
2) If you are a beekeeper make sure they realize you

are concerned and having problems
3) Be sure they realize that one in every three bites of

food requires action by honey bees.
4) Current knowledge focuses on trying to kill microbes

in the hive without regard to what must be present to
sustain a healthy hives.

5) Bees need microbes to turn pollen into usable food.
Current practices may compromise this effort and
studies have shown that bees denied properly pre-
pared pollen (bee bread) exhibit symptoms of CCD

6) Microbial diseases (Foulbrood, Nosema, CCD,
even mites) may largely be the result of a compro-
mised natural microbial flora rather than a specific
weakness in the bees.

7) Use of preventative antibiotics to control microbial
diseases may actually increase the problem but we
have no information about how to restore the natural
balance.

8) This research project will begin to provide answers
to these problems and will likely lead to developing
sustainable, environmentally friendly, probiotic treat-
ments for bee hive worldwide.

9) This research could discover whole new classes of
antibiotics to help both bees and society as well as
give beekeepers potential new revenue sources.

10) Urge them to support full pollinator funding in the FY
2010 farm bill and the Healthy Hives Initiative.

Honey Bee Health Initiative
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This will be the 7th year that we have held our Honey Exchange. If you're

not familiar with what we do, here's some information. Bring up to three one-

pound jars of your very best honey, clearly labeled – name, location and type of

honey. You will be given a ticket for each jar up to three. The jars are then put

on display in the vendor area for all to check-out until Friday afternoon. At that

time each participant brings back their tickets and claims that many jars of

whatever honey they have been ‘eyeing’ for the week. Of course, you have to

get in line early!

Bring your honey to the registration table by Thursday afternoon at the

latest. We will give you your tickets and let you know what time to claim your

honey. This is a great way to bring home some honey that is different from what

you normally have.

Honey ExchangeHoney ExchangeHoney ExchangeHoney ExchangeHoney ExchangeWeaver’s
BUCKFAST

Queens and
Package Bees

Are best for the Northeast

***Order Online Now***

www.rweaver.com

The R Weaver Apiaries, Inc.
16495 C.R. 319

Navasota, TX 77868

Phone: 936.825.2333
FAX: 936.825.3642

E-mail: rweaver@rweaver.com
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From The Colonies
News • Events • Gossip From The EAS Beeyard

2009 Society Board of Directors
ALABAMA
Jim Carmack 2011
201 17th Ave. N.W.
Birmingham, AL 35215
205.854.8334
director.al@easternapiculture.org

CONNECTICUT
John Baker 2010
52 Headquarters Road
Litchfield, CT 06759
860.567.8427
director.ct@easternapiculture.org

DELAWARE
Warren Seaver 2011
3619 Bayside Dr.
Dover, DE 19901
director.de@easternapiculture.org

FLORIDA
vacant 2011

GEORGIA
Robert Brewer 2009
P.O. Box 369
Hiawassee, GA 30546
706.896.5249
director.ga@easternapiculture.org

ILLINOIS
vacant 20011

INDIANA
vacant 2010

KENTUCKY
Toni Downs 2012
1315 Watkins Lane
Pleasureville, KY 40057
director.ky@easternapiculture.org

LOUISIANA
vacant 2010

MAINE
Carol Cottrill 2010
164 Wyman Road
Rumford, ME 04276
director.me@easternapiculture.org

MARYLAND
David Morris 2010
9309 Montpelier Drive
Laurel, MD 20708
301.725.6185
240.485.7767 (cell)
director.md@easternapiculture.org

MASSACHUSETTS
Daniel Conlon 2012
Warm Colors Apiary
2 South Mill River Road
South Deerfield, MA 01373
413.665.4513
director.ma@easternapiculture.org

MASTER BKPRS.
Barry Thompson 2009
13201 Moran Drive
North Potomac, MD 20878
301.947.4652
director.mb@easternapiculture.org

MICHIGAN
vacant 2012

MISSISSIPPI
vacant 2011

NEW BRUNSWICK
vacant 2010

NEW FOUNDLAND
vacant 2011

NEW HAMPSHIRE
vacant 2012

NEW JERSEY
David Peregmon 2011
33 Chestnut Street
Pennsville, NJ 08070
856.678.4651
director.nj@easternapiculture.org

NEW YORK
Aaron Morris 2010
P.O. Box 246
Round Lake, NY 12151
518.899.6113
director.ny@easternapiculture.org

NORTH CAROLINA
David Tarpy 2012
Ent. Department, NCSU
P.O. Box 7613
Raleigh, NC 27696-7613
919.515.1660
919.515.7746 (fax)
director.nc@easternapiculture.org

NOVA SCOTIA
vacant 2009

OHIO
Joe Kovaleski 2009
167 Rosslyn Blvd.
Steubenville, OH 43952
740.632.7500
director.oh@easternapiculture.org

ONTARIO
Keith Forsyth 2009
436 Maple Avenue
Grimsby, ONT L3M 3B9
905.945.4928
director.on@easternapiculture.org

PENNSYLVANIA
Warren Miller 2009
P.O. Box 64
Mingoville, PA 16856
814.383.4331
director.pa@easternapiculture.org

PRINCE EDW. ISL
vacant 2010

QUEBEC
vacant 2009

RHODE ISLAND
Ed Lafferty 2011
423 Fruit Hill Avenue
North Providence, RI 02911
401.353.6644
director.ri@easternapiculture.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
Steve Genta 2009
3450 Fork Shoals Road
Greenville, SC 29680
864.243.9013
director.sc@easternapiculture.org

TENNESSEE
Jim Garrison 2012
P.O. Box 83
chapel Hill, TN 37028
615.377.7696 (w)
931.364.4454 (h)
director.tn@easternapiculture.org

VERMONT
vacant 2010

VIRGINIA
Billy Davis 2009
P.O. Box 415
Purcellville, VA 20134
540.751.0071
director.va@easternapiculture.org

WEST VIRGINIA
Gerry Fitzgerald 2012
398 Carylyle Road
Martinsburg, WV 25401
director.wv@easternapiculture.org

WISCONSIN
vacant 2008

HISTORIAN
Richard Chapin
RR 1, Box 102A
Montrose, PA 18801
570.278.1094 ph & fax
historian@easternapiculture.org

EAS JOURNAL
Kathy Summers
7011 Spieth Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.461.1081 (c)
330.725.6677, Ext. 3215
journal@easternapiculture.org

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS
Kim Flottum
7011 Spieth Road
Medina, OH 44256
330.722.2021
330.725.5624 (fax)
kim@beeculture.com

WEBMASTER
Rick Hough
9 Royal Crest Dr. #12
Nashua, NH 03060
603.459.8844
webmaster@easternapiculture.org

EAS belongs to most of our region’s State
Associations in order to keep up with what’s
going on in the Colonies. If we don’t yet belong
to your Association contact Loretta so we can
sign up. And, send your newsletter to our Edi-
tor so we can keep up.

The Heartland Apicultural Society
(HAS) will host their annual conference July
9-11, 2009 in Oberlin, Ohio. Please visit
www.heartlandbees.com for more details.

SNEBA 2009 will be held Saturday,
November 21st at the Unitarian Society in
Hamden. Please check our website
www.ctbees.com for more information, but
reserve this date.

Empire State Honey Producers Asso-
ciation will be holding our summer meeting
and picnic in Waddington, NY on Saturday
July 25, 2009. The guest speaker will be
Alison Van Alten. For additional information,
please go to www.eshpa.org.

Apimondia 2009 will be held September
15-20, 2009 in Montpellier, France. For
registration and information visit
222.apimondia2009.com.

Backyard Beekeepers Association in
Connecticut - During the Summer on most
Sundays between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
have their queen rearing yard open and
various methods of queen raising and hive
inspection are demonstrated. Each month
they have timely weekend hands-on work-
shops, mentor program and more. All events
are free and open to the public.

Visit www.backyardbeekeepers.com or
contact Serge Boyce, 203.259.4861 for more
information and directions.

Delaware Valley College in Doylestown,
PA will be offering its three-day beekeeping
short course July 10-12. The course is
taught by Dr. Robert Berthold and Bob
Krayer.

For additional information contact Dr.
Berthold, 215.345.6556.

Summer At The Pfeiffer Center, 260
Hungry Hollow Road, Chestnut Ridge, NY
10977.

Two new workshops this summer –
Summer Tasks For The Vegetable Garden,
July 11 and Summer Organic Beekeeping,
July 25.

For more information on all of their
programs visit www.pfeiffercenter.org.
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EAS Membership, Association and Life Member Dues Payment/Address Correction Form
(Please send all money in U.S. funds)

Names

Address

City/State or Province/Zip Code or Mailing Code

Phone/Fax Email:

What local association do you belong to?  ____________________________________________________

Individual/Family: $25 $

State/Provincial/County/Regional Association Dues: $50 $

Life Membership Dues: $250 (Only Available to Individuals) $

EAS Honey Bee Research Grant: $

Speaker & Education Fund $

TOTAL $

Do not send to EAS Journal Editor. Send your check to –
John Tulloch, EAS Treasurer

P.O. Box 29, Blountville, TN 37617 USA


